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LETTER  L 

CADIZ,  NOV.  10,  1759. 

I  A  M  come  Llthcr  rather  fooner  than  I 
intended,  to  fee  the  f^aft$  for  the  proclama* 
tion  of  our  new  kiug.  As  I  do  not  recol« 
\c6t  any  thing  more  to  fay  to  you  about 
Gibraltar,  I  will  annihilate  all  the  time  of 

M 

my  illiiefs  to  the  iall  day  of  my  being  there. 
Voi»  II.  A  I  caUed 
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I  called  upon  Bucareli,  the  Spaniih  com- 
mander at  St.  Rock's,  to  pay  my  devoirs^ 
and  alked  fur  a  llcenfe  to  carry  piftols, 
which  he  alTured  me  there  woidd  be  no 
occafion  for,  as  I  had  the  captain  general 
of  Andaluiia^s  permiiiiou  to  carry  them  to 
Gibraltar.  I  find  that  in  moil  foreign  coun- 
tries Ihort  fire-anus  are  prohibited.  As  for 
pocket  piftols,  you  would  be  brought  into 
many  difficulties  if  they  were  found  about 
you  in  Spain*  Neither  are  horfe  piilolsr 
allowed,  but  a  licenfe  may  be  obtained  to 
carry  them ;  whereas  the  others  are  totally 
prc^ibited  by  law*  Any  perfon  may  have 
guns,  and  other  long  fire-arms,  that  pleaies^ 
as  well  as  any  fort  of  fleel  weapons,  except 
long  pointed  knives,  which  are  fo  ftridly 
forbidden,  that  if  they  were  found  about  a 
common  man,  he  would  be  immediately 
fent  to  Ceuta  or  fome  other  place  to  work 
as  a  galley  Have.  But  to  return  to  Bucareli. 
I  afterwards  requeued  him  to  appoint  a 
trooper  to  accompany  us  to  Cadiz,  as  a  de- 
fence 
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fence  from  the  n>bbdrs»  a  thing  which  is 
often  done  here  in  Spain,  as  it  is  better  to 
fpend  a  little  money,  and  be  la  fecuritj^ ; 
but  this  he  refufed  me.  Bucareli*s  haughti- 
neis  was  owing  to  mjr  haring  entered  Gib«^ 
iraltar  without  his  permifiion^  and  yet  I  had 
been  up  with  him  from  the  garrifon  to  zfk 
his  pardon  for  the  mighty  ofience^  Oui^ 
governor  told  me  the  SpanUh  commandej^ 
would  invite  me  to  dinner^  but  at  the  fame 
time  I  promifed  to  refiife  his  invitation,  and 
return  to  his  iordihip,  upon  account  of  the 
captain  and  officers  of  a  Portuguefe  fhip  o^ 
war  being  to  dine  with  him  that  day,  where 
1  could  ferve  as  a  fort  of  interpreter*  But 
we  were  much  deceived,  as  all  Bucareii*8 
anfwer  was,  that  it  was  the  cuftom  to  aik  ' 
him  permiffion  to  enter  Gibraltar,  and  fo 
your  humble  iervant*.   I  was  as  expedi- 

*  He  wa  afterwirdi  made  goremor  of  Boenot  Ayres, 

and  was  the  pcrfon  who  fcnt  the  expedition,  which  dif- 
poffeflcd  OS  of  Port  Egmont,  in  FalkUnd  iikods; 
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tious  ill  taking  my  leave  of  hitn  as  ht 
feemed  to  get  mc  away,  and  Ixavuig  mount- 
ed my  horic,  went  as  quick  as  the  poor 
beaft  would  carry  me  to  Gibraltar,  and  got 
but  one  fall  by  the  way.    When  I  fay  as 
quick  as  the  horfe-  would  carry  me,  you 
muft  not  imagine  it  was  any  thing  very 
fpeedy,  for  I  believe  I  might  have  gone 
fafter  on  foot.   As  for  the  fall,  the  poor 
auimal  not  being  much  higher  than  a  jack- 
afs,  you  may  think  1  did  not  receive  much 
hurt  from  it,  befides,  it  was  upon  a  deep 
fand;  for  the  neck  of  land  which  imites 
the  peqinfula  of  Gibraltar  to  the  continent 
of^  Spain,  is  a  plain  flat  deep  land,  which 
extends  quite  tUl  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  rifes 
perpendicularly  out  of  it.   Upon. my  being 
arrived  at  Gibraltar,  I  found  it  was  almoft 
two  o'clock,  his  lordlhip's  dinner  time,  {o 
that  I  was  obliged  to  hurry  away  to  the 
convent,  which  I  think  I  have  already  told 
you  is  where  the  governors  of  Gibraltar  J 
refide.   BeCides  the  houfe^  there  is  a  tolera* 
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ble  garden  for  the  place,  whicli  iii  Lord 
Tyrawley's  time  was  public,  but  the  prefent 
-  governor  keeps  it  for. bis  own  private  \ifc. 
This,  and  his  An^^uefs  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  has  made  hia^  diflikcd 
in  Gibraltar.  But  I  believe  it  is  the  fa|« 
of  all  governors,  in  whatever  place  they 
command,  to  be  priticifed*  ' 

m 

t 

In  my  next  paper  I  will  mention  fbme- 
tliiiig  to  you  about  tlie  Portuguclc  gentle- 
men who  dined  with  the  governor  that  day, 
and  two  days  afterwards  we  dined  on  board' 
their  (hip. 


LET 
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I.  |i  T  T   E  R  II, 

rORT  ST.  flABY'tf  NOT.  I5,  1JS9'. 

The  te$tft  fpr  the  proclamatio^  qf  the 
king  being  over  at  Cadiz,  I  am  returned  to 
this  place,  wher^  I  (ball  ftay  fome  little 
time  to  recruit  my  firength,  and  then  go  ta 
Seville  to  e^^ute  a  |ew  cou^niiilious. 

The  Portuguefe  man  of  war  which  came^ 
into  Gibraltar  at  the  time  I  was  there,  wa$ 
called  NoAra  Seuora  de  la  Ai\ida,  or»  to 
EngUfti  the  wo?:ds,  our  Lady  of  help.  She 
was  an  entire  new  fliip,  and  I  had  feen  her 
launched  when  I  wa$  at  Li(bon,  a  ceremony 
w'^ich  the  king^  of  Portugal  hpnored  with 
lus  preieupe.  The  command  of  her  was 
given  tp  th^  (:aptain  that  I  dined  with  at  the 
govemor*s^  and  her  firft  voyage  was  to 
CQnvoy  tyro  Kz^Cem  ycfiels,  freighted  with 

^efuit* 
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jeiuits  expelled  from  Lilboat  through  the 
Straights.  Upua  her  return  b.id  weather 
obliged  faer  to  put  into  Gibmltar*  The  firft 
thing  the  formal  c^iptain  did,  was  to  fend 
his  boat  on  ihore  to  know  whether  we  would 
return  his  falute,  which  beiug  auiwered  in 
the  affirmative,  that  compliment  was  paid. 
The  garriibn  re*ecboed  his  falutation,  and 
all  preUflainary  ceremonies  being  over,  the 
captain  made  a  viiit  to  the  governor,  who 
invited  him  and  bis  officers  to  dimiei  the 
day  after,  which  was  the  day  I  went  to 
Bucareli.  Uied  to  their  ovra  hours  of  din* 
ing,  they  appeared  at  the  convent  by  eleven 
o'clock,  to  the  utter  confufion  of  the  mailer 
of  the  houfe,  who  was  forced  to  praife  his 
garden,  and  entice  them  to  take  a  walk  in 
it,  till  he  got  drefied*  The  dinner  was . 
fbnnal  enough,  and  a  .tedious  converfation 
was  with  difficulty  m^tained  till  the  dif* 
appearance  of  the  table  cloth  was  fucceeded 
•  by  the  Britiffi  cuftom  of  toafting.  A  young 
Portuguefe  officer,  upon  bebg  dedred  to 

A  4  give 
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give  us  the  name  of  the  lady  he  liked,  ii^ 
Older  to  drink  her  health,  clapt  Ids  hand  tq 
his  breaft,  and  begged  to  be  excufed  from 
divulging  the  name  of  the  fair  to  whom  he 
profeiled  an  inchnation.  Upon  this  denial 
the  toaft  went  round  to  the  incognita  of 
his  afiedions.  When  we  came  to  the  old 
captain,  he  began  protefting  that  he  knew 
no  young  ladies,  but  had  ipcnt  ail  his  life 
in  fer.ving  his  moil  faithful  majefly  in  the 
Eaft  Indies.  However,  being  prefled,  he  at 
laft  complied.  I  can  not  think  out  company 
,  zGtcd  in  this  refpe^  with  the  greateft  polite«- 
nefs  in  the  world,  but  Britiih  fubjeds  are 
^^cufable  when  the  bottle  is  going  round* 

» 

■ 

The  feaft  ended  with  the  Portuguefe  cap* 
tain's  inviting  us  to  dine  on  board  the  next 
day  but  one;  fome  particulars  of  which 
dinner  I  may,  peihaps,  trouble  you  with  in 
my  next.—  — 
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LETTER  III. 

POB.T  ST.  MARy*Sy  i>oV.  j8>  1759* 

T  H  £  hour  of  eleven  being  come»  of  the 
day  were  to  dme  ou  board  the  Portuguefe 
man  of  war,  the  governor  and  fome  other 
officers  calkd  at  my  Iqdgings  to  conduct  me 
to  bis  lordihip's  boat ;  which  by  the  affift« 
ance  of  twelve  oars  condu&ed  us  quickly  td . 
the  Portuguefe  vefiel^  on  board  which  we 
were  received  with  much  drum  beatings 
Ihouldering  of  firelocks,  and  fuch  other  mi- 
litary honors.    The  marines  looked'  very 
pretty  diawn  up  upon  deck  in  their  green  uni« 
iurins.     After  we  had  run   the  gauntlet 
through  the  Ipldiery,  wc  catered  hito  the 
cabioy  which  was  the  moft  delicate  place 
you  ever  iaw.   Befides  fine  fophas,  pi£ture8^ 
^ud  other  things  pf  that  kindt  there  was  a 
great  (quantity  pf  glafs,  china^  ai;id  other 

nice 
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nice  ware,  whicii  did  not  feem  calculated  for 
the  hoftile  ihock  of  an  enemy.    Upon  the 
governor's  expreffing  as  much,  the  captain 
fold  him  it  was  a  fliip  never  intended  to 
fightt  and  that»  therefore^  they  might  be 
more  elegant  in  their  furniture*  Dinner 
was  at  lafl  ready^  and  we  went  down  flairs 
to  the  fecond  cabiny  for  which  our  failors 
have  a  particular  name^  that  I  do  not  know^ 
Imt  I  believe  they  call  it  the  lieutenant's  ca* 
bin«   Acrofs  this  room  was  laid  a  great  long 
table  the  wholg  breadth  of  the  fliip,  which 
was  covered  as  full  as  ever  it  could  hold  with 
yifluais.   By  visuals  I  mean  cookery,  for 
few  of  uSt  I  believe,  could  tell  with  what 
compoiiuons  the  plates  were  filled,    I  hadf 
indeed,  been  in  Portugal,  but  as  I  had  lived 
^ways  in  an  E^iglifh  family,  I  was  but  little 
vied  to  their  way  of  dreiling  .meats*  The 
^aptaii)  iat  in  tt^  middle  of  the  table^ 
facing  the  eatranc^,  and  (he  governor  at  his 
^ight  hand«    I  wa$  placed  at  the  right  liaad 
pi  hin\^    Before  v^s  ftpod  a  diUi  which  caufed 
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much  ipeculacioiiy  but  proved  to  be  a  fort  of 
pudcimg.    It  would  be  endlefs  if  I  was  to 
jgive  you  a  defcription  of  aU  we  had^  for  the 
great  table  was  ^wice  covered  with  provi^ 
Jioiiii,  befides  a  dcfcrt  of  fruits  and  fweet*  • 
ineats,  w)iich  were  as  thkkly  ftowed  as  the 
preceding  couries.  At  iaft  in  came  the  wa« 
ter  giafies  to  waih  our  hands*   This  is  not 
aPortuguclc  cuilom,  but  as  the  captain  had 
fibierved  it  at  the  governor^  he  thought  it 
would  be  polite  to  put  the  fame  into  execu^ 
lion  at  his  own  table^  which  accordingly  he 
did,  but  with  tlus  difference^  tiiat  as  with 
us  the  water  was  ferved  up  in  proper  turn- 
triers,  the  honeft  captain  not  having  any  of 
them  I  fuppofe,  thought  little  wine  glaiei 
would  do  as  well,  And  fi>,  indeed,  they  did* 
but  they  were  attended  with  the  following 
inconvenience.  As  the  fervant  handed  about 
the  glafles  with  great  pomp,  and  as  we  in 
England,  efpecially  at  fome  great  tables,  afe 
^cuAomed'to  have  a  glais  of  famous  white 
wiae  given  us  aftef  dinner,  an  uiHg^r  think* 

in^ 
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lag  what  was  o&red  him  to  be  fome  fucb 
thipg,  drank  oS  half  a  glafs  before  he  difco« 
v^red  his  miilake,  to  our  no.lmall  diverfion» 
Dinner  being  at  laft  over,  the*  with  the  table 
.  cloth  ftill  remaining  after  the  foreign  faihiont 
the  captain  took  a  full  glafs  aiid  drank  to  the 
h^^}^  of  the  kings  of  England  and  Portu* 
gaL  Tho*  he  did  not  Ipcak  particularly 
high,  yet  the  laft  fyliableof  the  word  Por* 
tugal  was  no  fooner  out  of  his  mouth>  than 
oft  went  one  and  cweuty  guns,  a  royal  fa* 
lute.  They  did  it  very  clever.  .  It  was  well 
however  the  firing  did  not  begin  till  after 
dinner,  as  the  (hip  was  fo  ihaken  with  it, 
that  the  economy  of  their  table  would  have 
been  diilurbed.  The  time  of  departure  ' 
being  copie,  we  went  through  the  fame 
ceremonies,  military  and  civil,  that  we  had 
undergone  upon  our  entrance,  and  at  length 
defcended  into  our  boat.  Upon  putting  off* 
from  the  fliip,.  which  the  Fortuguefe  had 
manned,  to  ule  a  ^ea  term,  that  means  their 
haying  fpread  all  the  filors  ^bout  the  yards 

w4 
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apd  other  parts  of  the  vefieU  they  faluted  u$ 
with  three  cheers,  and  atterwardd  fired 
eleven  guns,  if  I  do  not  miftake  the  number, 
which  finiihed  the  whole  afiair,  and  we  re- 
turned each  to  our  refpedive  homes. 
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t 

FORT  ST,  mart's^  Nor,  22»  1759» 

Some  papers  ago  I  left  you  at  the  little 
town  of  St.  Rock's,  returning  with  me  from 
Gibraltar  to  this  place.  The  two  vefiels  which 
my  illnefs  hiudred  me  from  accompanying 
to  Barbary,  the  Guernfey  and  Thetis,  were 
failing  out  of  the  bay  full  in  my  fight,  for  I 
have  already  told  you  that  St.  Rock's  ftands 
upon  a  riling  ground  and  commands  a  full 
view  of  Gibraltar  with  the  whole  bay  and 
the  coaft  of  Africa  beyond.  They  were  then 
going  to  SafFy  to  complete  the  redemption  of 
our  flaves,  and  bring  them  to  Gibraltar,  to* 
gether  with  the  fecretary  who  had  carried 
the  king's  letter.  Tho'  much  unht  for  fuch 
an  expedition  in  my  weak  flatc  of  health,  I 
wiflied  to  have  been  along  with  them.  The 
next  morning  pretty  early  I  fet  out  from  St. 

Rock's 
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Rock's  on  horlelmck,  the  only  way  in  which 
that  rocky  country  can  be  palled.  Not  to 
keep  you  always, minus  1  will  fet  you  down 
immediately  at  Cbiclana,  where  we  arrived  in 
a  couple  of  days.  After  having  flald  there 
another  couple,  I  hired  a  boat  to  cany  me  to 
.  Cadiz.  Tho*  we  fet  out  late  we  arriired  there 
about  fun^fet,  after  ikudding  along  tiie  bay 
of  Cadiz  with  a  high  wind  for  a  couple  of 
hours*  1  there  found  an  immenfe  concourie 
of  people  aftmbled  to  iee  the  proclamation 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  which  was  to  be  in  a 
day  or  two,  Every  place  was  fo  crouded  I 
could  tiardly  find  a  hole  to  put  my  bed  in,  a 
piece  of  fiirniture  you  muft  always  go  pro- 
vided with  in  Spain,  tho'  I  at  iirft  attempted 
to  travel  without  it*  The  three  evenings 
after  the  refpedive  three  days,  in  which  this 
proclaiming  ceremony  was  performed,  were, 
rendered  pompous  by  illuminations,  fire- 
works, muiic,  and  other  things  of  that  fort* 

All  the  foreign  nations  fettled  in  the  port  of 

« 

Cadix  ereded  triumphal  arches  or  other  tro- 
phies 
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phles  of  that  nature  in  honor  of  the  nev? 
monarch.   A  vaft  temple  was  raifed  by  the 
Irifli,  in  which  much  money  was,  1  thinks 
idly  expended.    The  French,  befides  their 
arch,  which  was  fo  little,  that  people  ftig* 
matized  it  with  the  name  of  a  coach-houfe 
door,  made  a  very  pretty  obelilk,  which  wad 
illuminated  fo  well  at  night  that  it  appeared 
all  formed  by  fire,  but  critics  were  not  want- 
ing who  threw  a  fcandal  alio  upon  this  by 
calling  it  the  feaft  of  the  oil  men,  as  it  was 
lighted  up  with  oil,  a  thing  which  is  not 
efteemed  polite  in  thefe  countries,  where 
they  make  moft  of  their  illuminations  with 
wax.   The  Genoele  and  Flemifli  diftinguilh- 
ed  themfelves  upon  this  occafion  as  well  as 
they  could.   The  Maltefe  only  fent  prefents 
of  viduals  and  naoney  to  the  feveral  hofpi- 
tals,  which,  indeed,  I  heard  commciiJcd  as 
a  better  way  of  (hewing  their  loyalty  to  Don 
Carlos,  than  by  railing   pafteboard  orna« 
ments«.  A  poet,  allied  to  thofe  of  Grub« 
fireet,  who  took  upon  him  to  write  about 

thefe 
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Ibefe  fine  doings  at  Cadiz,  tells  us,  that  the 
three  evenings  of  the  Illuminations,  rivers 

of  wax  ran  about  the  ftreets,  and  that  . 

Phcebus,  had  he  lifted  his  head  above  the 
•*  wefteru  wave,  would  have  wept  at  being 
"  outfhone.'*  Enough,  however,  of  this 
feftivaL  Tho*  I  muft  juft  add,  that  the  bay 
looked  very  pretty  with  all  the  fhlps  drefied 
out,  which  means  their  hanging  out  ail  their 
colours  about  them,  however  there  was  a 
little  piece  of  incivility  fhewn  between  the 
Engliih  and  the  French,  who  put  each  the 
colours  of  their  enemy  dragging  in  the  wa* 
ten   Tomorrow  I  fet  out  for  Seville. 


Vol.  IL 
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LETTER  V. 

SEVILLE,  NOV.  25,  1759* 

I  Arrived  here  yefterday  with  a  number  of 
gentlemen  and  ladies  of  thia  place*  Tbey 
coufiAed  niofliy  of  IriQi  merchants^  with 
their  wives.  We  made  up  a  little  dance  at 
Levrija,  where  we  fpeiU  tlie  night.  A  Spa- 
iii(h  gentleman  and  lady  being  defirous  of 
joining  company  with  us,  (news  we  had 
from  the  landlord,)  a  civil  meliage  was  lent 
to  them  to  invite  them  to  be  of  our  party# 
Tlic  lady,  v>c  were  uiformed,  inunctllately 
bcgcui  drefling  herfelf  as  fine  as  fhe  could, 
^and  in  about  an  hour's  time  appeared  with 
the  marquis  her  confort.  She  leemed  to  be 
a  woman  of  great  goodnature,  tho*  of  little 
•  knowledge  <;i"  the  world,  and  danced  a  cou- 
ple of  minuets  in  a  pretty,  but  bafhful  man* 
ner.  Afterwards  her  hufband  began  to  ex- 
hibit ; 
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hibit ;  but  he  wreathed  his  very  long  lean 
body  into  fuch  a  number  of  forms,' and 
attempted  to  cut  fuch  a  redundancy  of  ca- 
pers, that  the  weeping  philofopher  Hera* 
clkus  hlmlelf  muft  have  laughed.  Minuets 
over,  country  dances  were  propofed,  and  the 
marquis  and  his  lady  out  of  civility  ftood  up, 
and  fpoiled  them  all ;  Ihe  by  not  knowing 
the  figures,  and  he  by  knocking  us  down 
with  liis  caprioles.  You  may,  perhaps^ 
think  all  this  agility  and  jumping  not  no  roe* 
able  to  the  charader  of  a  true  Spaniard,  but 
there  is  no  rule  without  an  exception.  For 
my  part,  I  can  not  think  the  Spaniards  fuch 
a  grave  nation  as  they  were  reprefented  to 
me.  To  be  fure,  they  generally  have  a 
fort  of  pompoufnels  in  their  air.  But  may 
not  that  ariie  from  cuAom  as  well  as  gravity. 
Befides,  the  long  cloak  gives  them  a  dignity 
to  which  a  fcanty  Britifli  frock  can  never  * 
att^«  As  all  ranks  wear  the  fame  in  a 
provincial  town,  except,  indeed,  the  officers, 
ull  raaks  go  undiftinguiihed  through  the 

B  a  ftreets. 
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ilreets*  In  the  futmner  time  you  will  fd6 
the  marquis  and  beggar  fitting  upon  the 

fame  iieps  of  the  fanie  church,  and  catching 
at  a  little  frelh  air  togetlier.  Nor  do  they 
know  each  others  different  rank.  As  five 
or  fix  yards  of  chocolate  coloured  cloth  cover 
both,  the  only  difterence  in  theit  appearance 
confifts  in  the  hnenefs  of  it^  a  thmg  not 
,  viiibic  but  from  near  iufpedion.  When  1 
fpcak,  however,  of  the  Spaiiifh  noblemen 
drefiing  in  this  manner,  you  muft  under-* 
ftand,  that  it  is  when  they  choofe  to  go 
incognito;  for  when  they  have  a  mind  to 
drefs  out,  no  nation  ufes  more  uncouth 
finery  tlian  theuilelves.  I  thiuk  I  have 
run  on  a  long  time  about  the  outfide  of  the 
Spaniards.  I  could  fay  as  much  of  their 
iniidcj  or  mental  qualifications,  but  my 
paper  fecms  drawing  tovvardb  an  end.  How- 
ever, I  will  attempt  to  charadeii^e  wliat  1 
have  feen  of  the  inhabitants  of  Audalufia  in 
a  few  words.  I  hold  their  natural  talents 
to  be  great ;  but  as  they  do  not^  perhaps^ 

culti- 
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cultivate  them  io  much  as  other  nations^ 
they  do  not  fo  often  (hine  forth  in  the 
world.  Add  to  this  the  contempt  they 
have  for  foreigners,  whic!:,  as  it  gives  them 
a  diflike  for  their  company  and  books,  hin- 
ders them  from  attaimng  what  they  elfe 
might  learn.  The  Spaniards  might  in  fliort 
equal,  if  not  furpafs  other  nations ;  but  as 
they  think  themfelves  fuperior  in  every 
thing,  they  fall  infinitely  (hort  of  all.  But 
to  return  to  my  company.  After  being 
heartily  tired  with  dancing,  and  having 
rcpofed  badly  for  an  hour  or  two,  we  con- 
tinue J  our  journey  long  before  furi^rife  by 
the  light  of  fome  links  wc  had  brought  frorii 
Port  St.  Mary*s.  The  day  proved  very 
hazy,  and  a  number  of  black  clouds  that 
rofe  with  the  fun  feemed  to  threaten  rain. 
They  have  not  had  a  Jn^p  of  rain  in  Seville 
for  feveu  or  eight  months.  The  heat  of 
the  fummer  has  parched  up  every  thi;ig  in 
the  country. '  What  little  grafs  there  was, 
is  n^4de  hay  without,  cutting.    ISoihing  but 

3^  oUv^ 
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oliv  e  and  orange  trees  are  remaining  to  giw 
the  idea  of  green.   The  priefts  have  lOng 
been  praying  and  making  interceffions  wi(h 
heaven  for  rain.    The  Qountrymeu  ftand 
with  melancholy  faces,  and  iind  it  impoffiblc 
to  plough  their  land,  it  is  become  fa  very 
hard  and  dry.    In  the  mean  time,  our 
^ncrchants  are  putting  oa  merry  countenan- 
ces, and  flattering  theaiiclves  With  exportr 
ing  a  quantity  of  coi  a  from  England,  where 
it  is  faid  you  have  had  a  very  f  fine  crop. 
But  the  clouds  we  at  prefent  faw  in  the 
heavens  f^cnied  to  be  fo  pregnant  vvith 
-yvater,  that  we  did  not  dqubt  of  tU^ir  falling 
fliortly.   Notwithftanding  p\ir  prognofticar 
tions,  the  gloomy  yreather  continued  with- 
out rain.   In  the  mean  time,  our  carriages 
purfued  their  \yay,  and  U^vcra  opened  itfelf 
to  our  vievVf    We  Ipft  it  on  pur  right  iiaad, 

.  under  a  pretty  gently  rifing  hill  of  olives. 

'  At  laft  we  arrived  (o  the  place  deftined  for 
pur  dinner.  It  was  a  folituy  inn,  built  upon 
%  little  rifing  gr9un4  ia  the  midft  of  a  great 

marlh, 
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inarfli^  x^hich  is  in  winter  entirely  over-^ 
flowed  by  the  Betis  or  Guadalquivir^  but 
as  the  rains  were  not  yet  fallen,  was  the 
Ihortcft  and  bell  way.  Atter  Laving  in  this 
place  confiimed  the  remainder  of  our  provi* 
fions,  we  in  th^  evening  arrived  fafe  at 
3eville« 

\ . 
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SEVILLE,  NOV,  29,  1755% 

V-,.  ~  —  —  I  Agree  with  you  .  in  our. 
having  furprifingly  got  poffeffion  of  Quebec, 
Every  perfon  feenas  yciy  lorry  in  tjiefe  parts 
of  the  world  for  the  death  pf  General 
Wulfc  ;  and  tlie  governor  of  Gibraltar  went 
.  fo  far  asf  to  fay,  upon  fbme  perfbns  obferv-f 
ing  our  being  now  mafters  of  all  Canada^  that 
we  had  got  but  half  of  it^  a$  poor  Wolfq 
was  worth  tlic  remainder.  We  have  little 
news  but  what  you  know.  Admiral  Bro- 
derick  is  watching  the  French  veffels  in  the 
bay  of  Cadiz^  and  from  time  to  time  Ihews 
himfclf  otF  that  harbour,  I  4o  not  believe 
they  will  venture  to  flir  out  of  port  all  this 
winter.  And  yet  they  are  not  fp  v^ry  in- 
ferior in  force,  but  they  might  attack  Bro- 
^erick.  The  Florillant^  a  m^i  of  war  of 
'    *  .  ^hvii^.^ 
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theirs,  efcaped  about  a  month  ago  through 
our  fleet  untouched^  and  got  into  the  bay 
of  Cadiz,    She  came  from  ^artinicby  and 

.tlio'  a  king's  fhip,  was  loaded  with  fugars, 
or,  as  they  term  it,  armi  en  Jluie^  They  fay 
ihe  is  in  too  bad  a  condition  to  fail  till  ih^ 

,  is  refitted,  or  elie,  the  French  would  have 
been  only  one  fliipJefs  than  us.  They  have 
bcfides  two  or  (hree  good  privateers  to  affift 
thejpit  among  the  reft  the  Antagallicant 
ibrmerly  ours,  but  which,  a$  I  told  you 
before,  was  unjuiliy.  wrefted  from  us  by  the 
governor  of  Cadiz.  She  has  attempted  to 
go  out  tbrice>  but  has  as  often  been  obligefl 
to  return.  However,  the  other  day  a  little 
French  merchant  yeflel  came  into  port  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  Florifiant,  in  fpitq  , 
all  tU^  cadcav  ours  of  our  fleet. 


l.ET- 
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t^VlLLE,  DEC.  if  I759« 

w  HAT  follows  are  fom  or  five  Unes 
tranflated  out  of  the  Madrid  gazette  upon 
the  occafion  of  Hawke's  vi£^ory  over  Con^ 
(ians.       England  has  nothing  now  to  fear 
from  any  power,  fince  the  only  one  who 
could  trouble  that  nation  is  not  ftrong 
^*  enough  by  fea  to  make  any  oppofition,  for 
the  naval  tbrce  of  France  is  how  efteemed 
incapable  of  adion,.the  time  being  pail 
*^  in  which  they  might  have  made  ufe  of  it 
^*  with  any  appearance  of  fuccefs.  We 
^  ^*  may  now  fay  that  their  fquadrons  hayenofr 
courage  enough  to  Air  out  of  (heir  ports/^ 

This  is  the  opinion  the  Madrid  ga;&ette 
lipids  us  in,  or  rather  the  court  of  Spaiji,  for 
their  news  papers  cannot  be  printed  wither 
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out  exaininatioiH  we  may  judge  that  thQ 
court  aflents  to  whatever  is  put  in  theiDf 
However,  Ithink^  Spain  undervalues  her* 
ielf  in  faying  that  no  nation  remains  able  td 
give  the  £ngli(h  any  trouble  by  iea.  Thi$ 
kingdom  has  now  at  le^ft  fifty  (hips  of  the 
Jlne,  and  tliofc  very  good.  I  remcniber  when 
the  Armada  (a  high  Ibunding  word  for  a 
fleet)  that  went  to  fetch  the  king  of  Spain 
from  ^aple^  was  41  the  port  of  Cadiz^  we 
all  admired  thp  beaupy  of  the  fhips,  and  fea 
officers  too,   whp  do  not  e^fily  commen4 
^ny  vellels  but  Englifh,   We  went  on  board 
two  of  them,  the  Phenix  and  the  Trium- 
phant, I  think*    They  were  two  exceeding 
noble  (hips.    The  Phenix  was  Navan  o  the 
admiral's,  and  the  vice-admiral  Reggio  was 
in  the  Triumphant*   We  met  with  many 
civilities  front)  the  letter.   A  few  days  ago  a 
(:ouple  of  Spani(h  ve^fels  loaded  with  oranges  ' 
and  lemons  tur  jLoadon'  were  taken  by  the 
Moors«   It  is  a  (hanie  they  do  not  guard 
(heir  coafts  better^  as  ^  frigate  or  two  migh^ 
.  •    V  lave 
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iave  them  great  Turns  laid  out  iu  the  redemp« 
tion  of  ilaves.  Among  the  Spaniards  was 
an  Engl  1  in  man  or  two,  but  there  is  a  report 
here  that  they  met  one  of  our  frigates,  who 
brought  the  Mooriih  Veflei  to,  and  our  coun« 
Irymen,  making  tl^emlelves  known,  were 
taken  out.  Upon  my  word  it  is  a  pity  the 
European  nations  let  tl}at  barbarous  race  of 
f  copfe  live  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
yet  I  do  not  iee  how  they  could  totally  de^ 
firoy  them*  The  beating  their  houfes  about 
their  ears  they  do  not  mind,  The  dey  of 
Algiers  anfwered  Lewis  the  fourteenth's  ad- 
miral, who  demanded  a  hxgt  fum  to  (ave 
the  town  from  bombardment,  that  if  he 
would  give  him  half  that  money,  he  would 
}ay  the  town  in  afhes  himfcif.  They  live 
?iS  contentedly  out  in  the  fields  under  tents, 
$ind  the  fine  climate  they  enjoy  particularly 
invites  them  Xo  fuch  a  kind  of  life*  The 
Icing  pf  Marocco  almoft  all  the  fummer  lives 
encamped  for  pleafure,  And  as  for  fending 
^1  army  into  the  heart  of  their  country,  all 
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who  have  hitherto  attempted  it  have  frileit 
i  wifli  my  ague  would  have  permitted  me  to 
have  been  of  our  ranfoming  party*  It  would ' 

have  beea  leciag  au  entire  new  world.  We 
have  as  yet  heard  nothing  of  what  they  have 
ddiie,  but,  I  believe,  we  lhall  foon  liave 
news,  as  the  veflels  have  now  been  near  two 
months  ablent  from  Gibraltar.  I  will  conl 
elude  my  paper  by  giving  you  an  extract 
from  a  muft  curious  krmoii  preached  hcic  the" 
other  day  in  praife  of  the  late  lung  of  Spain. 
The  whole  is  curious,  but,  as  it  is  too  long 
you  mufl  be  contented  with  aipecimen*  The 
author  of  it,  after  having  fpoken  in  general 
of  the  great  virtues  of  Ferdinand  the  fixth, 
goes  on  thus. 

But  tire  not  yourfcives  in  fo  dilated  a 
circle.    \\  ithout  ftirriiig  from  your  own 
^  difl:ri£l,  mfenfible  things  will  inform  you 
of  his  glory.   They  fing  his  panegyric. 
^  Hear  the  elements.   The  air  in  eddies 
^*  pubhflies  his  praife.    Wlaen  did  Sp^nn  be- 

•*  hold 
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•*  hold  her  docks  better  fumi(hed»  when  h* 
**  feas  more  frequented,  when  her  veffel^ 
more  beautiful,  when  her  marine  more 
brilliant,  when  her  artillery  more  ftroug  ? 


44 


Speak,  O  earth  !  infinite  is  what  thott 
haft  to  fay.   Who  ever  beheld  thy  roads 
*^  more~perfe<St  i  J^t  a  prodigious  expencc  the 
ancient  have  been  re-eftabUihed»  new  have 
**  been  opened.    When  wail  thou  adorned 
with  more  enchanting  walks,  with  more 
fumptuous  edifices  i  No,  go  not  out  of 
Seville,  go  but  to  the  gate  of  Sherries, 
^  and  the  royal  fabric  of  Tobaccos  (hall  fa- 
lute  your  fight,  a  lofty  fabric,  ^with  rea* 
fon  caufing  jealoufy  to  the  principal 
palaces  of  the  court.   This  too  was  our 
fovereign's  undertaking. 

"  But  the  element  of  fire  feems  to  be 
dumb.  Ferdinand  held  it  inactive  under 
his  dominion.  Yet  that  very  inaction  is 
his  greateft  trophy,  fnicc  by  that  he  knew 

•*  how 
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•*  how  to  unite  himfelf  to  himfclf,  abaudoii- 
ing  refpefts  and  interefts,  that  his  vaflals 
might  obtain  the  delicious  fruits  of  peace. 


**  Nor  does    the  well-pieafed  ciemeut 
"  of  water    lefs  publifti  the  benefits  of 
Ferdinand.     Tho*  (he   formerly  broke 
through  channels  and  over  mounds,  he  in 
fuch  a  manner  extended  the  margins  of 
her  rivers,  and  drove  the  earth  to  fuch  a 
diflance,  tliat  (he  was  united  by  the  col- 
**  Icctlou  of  her  ftrcams,  aiiu  the  capaclouf- 
neis  of  tho(e  oozy  beds,  through  which 
(he  now  ea(ily  carries  her  tribute  to  dif- 
*^  ferent  provinces.   This  was  performed  in 
Old  Cailille. 

Raife  then  your  conliderations  to  thefe 
arduous  enterprizes,  and  you  will  find 
that  ail  fuch  glorious  adions  were  by  his 
•*  not  to  be  equalled  fpirit  direded  to  the 
.  hl^Iicfl:  good,  to  the  only  end  which  ought 
to  give  rule  in  morality,  to  the  advantage 

of 
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'**  of  liis  vafTals.  He  propofed  to  himfelf  rid 
•*  Other  objeft.    Their  happinefs  was  the 

uorthern  liar  that  guided  him  to  the  de^ 

fired  port^"  &c.  &c.  &c» 

ft 

Speaking  of  the  queen  mother*s  goverfi* 
mg  Spain  till  the  arrival  of  the  king  ot* 
Naples  he  calls  her* 

The  brilliant  Aurora,  that  a  third  time 
eft  lightens  the  Iberian  hemifphere,  tfll 

s 

**  the  fun  of  Charles  its  lawful  inheritoi' 
"  arifes." 

He  fays  a  third  time,  becaufe  (he  Las  been 
now  thrice  regent  of  Spain.  The  fabric  6f 
Tobacco  here  at  Seville,  which  he  fpeaks  of^ 
is  a  very  fine  building.  It  is  the  lole  mauu'^ 
fadory  of  the  kind  in  Spain,  the  fruits  of 
which  the  court  monopoliz.cs,  and  fells  tlic 
ihitfF to  their  fubjedis  at  what  price  they  pleafe; 
£>rbidding  under  the  moft  heavy  penalties 
the  importation  of  any  foreign  tobaccQ.  The 

^  new 
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ficw  king,  they  fay,  has  funk  the 'price  of  it 
Umoft  half  in  half.  This  and  manjr  other 
things  which  he  has  done  iince  his  arrival  in 
Spain  make  iiim  mjach  beloved. 


Vol.  II.  C  L  E  T- 
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SEVILLE,  DEC.  I7,  1759* 

Th  £  gloomy  weather  has  at  laft  ended  in 
ram,  which  has  con^e  upon  us  with  much 
fury^  and  in  general  harder  than  1  have  feen 
in  England.  Admiral  Broderick  encounter- 
ed one  Gt  thefj  florins  off  Cadiz.,  which  has 
obliged  him  to  come  into  that  harbour  with 
two  large  ihips  difmafted^  This  bad  wea*^ 
ther  has  made  me  defer  my  return  to  Port 
St,  Mary's  till  next  week*  Two  days  ago  wc 
,  had  a  church  burnt  down  here,  but  widiout 
the  walls  of  the  city.  A  poor  fellow  who 
lay  in  the  veftry,  finding  when  he  awoke 
that  the  lire  had  taken  poiTeilion  of  the 
church  door,  of  which  he  had  not  even  the 
key,  thought  the  bell  phicc  to  wliich  he 
could  run  for  (helter  was  the  bellfry,  as  it  was 
of  ftone.    It  did,  indeed,  defend  him  from 

the 
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khe  flamed,  but  not  from  the  fmoke  and  heat. 
He  was  found  quite  dried,  and  fo  reduced  to 
a  cinder  by  the  burning  atmolphere,  that 

when  they  Aug  his  body  down  below,  it  fell 

m 

into  different  pieced.  He  had  run  up  into 
the  bellfry  not  only  to  defend  himfelf  from 
the  hre,  but  to  ring  the  bells,  and  alarm  the 
neighbourhood,  which  he  had  time  enough 
to  efieft,  and  by  thofe  means  favcd  fonie 
other  people,  who  belonged  likewife  to  the 
church,  and  lay  in  a  little  room  adjoining. 
They  got  them  out  of  a  window.  Notwith- 
(landing  the  fury  of  the  flames^  fbme  people 
ruftied  Into  the  church,  and  fnatclicd  ihe 
confecrated  wafer  out  of  it,  in  the  doing 
which  one,  I  thinks  burnt  his  hand  moft  ter^ 
ribly,  and  the  reft  were  very  much  hurt. 
They  would  all  have  died,  I  believe,  rather 
than  let  the  ioJj  oj  our  Saviour  peiifli  iu  the 
flamed.  I  went  to  fee  the  place  yefterday. 
Soldiers  are  now  fet  there  to  take  care  that 
no  perfbn  runs  away  with  any  of  the  melted 
plate  or  other  valuable  things.   The  church 

C  2  is 
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18  called  St.  Rock*s»  As  it  bel<Higs  to  a  pa^ 
.  rifh  of  that  name*  they  have  already  begua 
rebuilding  it^  or  rather  pulling  down  feme 
part  of  the  old  walls,  where  the  fire  is  quite 
extinguiflied,  as  in  other  places  there  ftill 
remains  heat.  I  thiiik  it  very  particular  that 
a  churchy  where  there  is  but  little  wood 
lliould  be  burnt  down  m  fuch  a  manner. 
*  They  fay,  however,  there  wasr  a  mixture  of 
timber  in  this.  Some  report  that  it  was  iet 
on  hre  by  careleiihels»  and  ibme  on  purpofe^ 
as  thie  flames  broke  out  all  round  at  oace. 
They  tell  us,  indeed,  there  were  very  re* 
markable  circumftances  attendmg  this  con- 
flagration, which  if  I  can  get  at  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  I  may  fend  you. 


LET- 
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LETTER  IX 

PORT  ST.  mahy's^  dec.  If59f 

J  Arrived  here  laft  night,  tho*  late,  as  the 
bad  roads  obhged  us  to  come  very  flow,  and 
even  to  go  round  by  I^s  Cabefas,  the  road' 
through  the  marflies  by  Levrtja  not  being 
any  longer  pa^&ble  fince  the  late  rains.  The 
French  and  £ngiiih  fleets  are  iliii  in  the  port 
of  Cadiz*  Three  fiiips  ot  admiral  Brode* 
rick's  fquadron  are  dUablcd  by  the  ftorm, 
the  Prince,  the  Newark,  and  the  CuUoden. 
The  (wo  latter  are  difmafted,  and  the  firft  has 
loft  her  rudder.  By  all  accounts  their  whole 
fleet  had  xieariy  periihed^  as  the  wind  blew  fo 
ftrong  they  could  not  double  the  entrance 
Into  the  harbour,  but  were  running  upon 
the  rocks  on  the  oppofite.  fide  near  Rota. 
This  obliged  them  to  cut  away  their  mafts, 
which,  however,  might  have  been  in^ficc- 

C  3  tual. 
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tual^  had  not  Navarro^,  the  Spai^ilh  admiral, 
with  his  laiiors  given  fome  help.  iV^ii^^i'"-^! 
Brcckrlck,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Guernfey 
and  Thetis  from  Gibraltar,  has  again  made 
up  a  fleet,  with  which  he  judges  himfelf  able 
to  engage  the  French.    Theie  ^vere  the  two 
(hips  which  1  before  told  you  went  to  Par- 
bary,  and  which  have  fince  returned  from 
thence  without  doing  any  thing  materia} 
there  with  the  king  of  Maroccq.    I  think 
he  will  not  accept  the    fum  offered  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Engiifh  captives* 
for  the  En^lilh  and  French  fleets  at  CaJi^ 
they  ar^  |x)th  equally  defirous  of  leaving  that 
port  5  the  French  to  fly  ^way,  I  fuppofc,  and 
the  Englilh  to  get  get  out  and  wait  oiF  Ca- 
diz; for  tlxem.  The  governpr  has  been  obliged 
to  lay  upon  both  what  appears  to  me  juft 
laws  of  neutrality.    Upon  puttiijg  his  re- 
Aridions  the  wind  was  entirely  contrary. 
From  twelve  at  noon  one  day  till  twelve  at 
noon  the  next  the  Englifti  are  at  liberty  to 
go  out,  and  the  French  the  fame  the  day 

after^ 
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after,  and  fo  alternately.  You  may  think 
they  bad  the  advantage  ^hoieday  it  wasfirft 
to  go  out,  but  at  the  time  of  tiie  governor's 
laying  this  injundioii  tliere  was  no  chance 
of  their  failing  for  fbrne  days,  upon  account 
pf  the  ftrong  foutherly  Yirind  and  ftormy 
weather.  In  fa£t  yefterday  was  the  firft  day 
it  was  attempted,  which  wa§  by  the  French, 
but  they  found  the  wind  fo  contrary,  that 
they  could  do  nothh  g,  and  returned.  This 
morning  early,  which  was  the  Englifli  day 
till  twelve  o'clock,  Broderick  attempted  the 
fame,  and  got  a  little  way  out,  tho'  with  tiie 
danger  of  itrandijig  one  of  hii  (hips.  They 
part:  anchor  in  the  place  they  got  to.  The 
time  from  twelve  o'clock  this  morning  till 
twelve  o^clock  tomorrow  belongs  to  the 
French*  It  is  now  night,  and  they  have 
not  as  yet  made  the  leail  ulc  of  their  privi- 
lege. There  is  a  report,  with  what  truth  I 
know  not,  of  Broderick*s  having  declared  to 
the  governor,  that  as  he  had  been  complai-  * 
faut  enough  to  let  the  French  tfy  once  to  go 

C  4  out. 
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out,  lie  thought  hiirirelf  dlfengaged  from  any 
other  obligations  to  the  court  of  Spain,  and 
(hould  go  out  when  be  thought  proper.  But 
this,  J  belieyet  is  only^  a  rumour.  I  will 
wait  to  finlfh  my  paper  till  tomorro\y 
morning,  when,  perhaps,  there  niay  b9 
ibme  more  new$. 


Port  Su  Maryh,  Dec.  z^h  1759.  It  is  now 
twelve  o'clock,  and  the  French  have  not  been 
able  to  move  in  their  laft  four  and  twenty 
hours,  fo  that  it  is  now  the  turn  of  the 
Englifii  again,  but  I  am  afraid  they  will  not 
be  able  to  make  any  more  ufe  of  it  than  the 
French. 


J>  E  T- 
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* 

f  OI^T  ST.  uaky\  Die  25jr  {759* 

X  Took  my  Chriftmas  dinner  to  day  oq 
board  the  Guernfey.  I  had  much  difficulty 
to  get  to  her*  as  our  fleet  this  morning  be* 
fore  twelve  o'clock  was  got  a  great  way  oSi^ 
thp'  with  the  danger  of  Ipling  a  iixly  gun 
flilp,  the  Jcrfej,  I  think,  that  ftruck  early 
this  morning  upon  a  rock  or  flioal  called  the 
Piamondt  but  by  timely  afliftance  flie  le* 
ceived  no  daqnage.  I  heard  the  guns  pf 
diflrefs  early  in  the  mprniag.  Broderick 
uow  eileems  himfelf  as  out  of  the  jurifr 
dictioa  of  Cadiz,  Sp  th^t  the  alternation 
of  the  iqpr  and  twenty  hours  between 
the  French  and  EngUih  are  finiflied.  While 
I  was  on  board  they  continued  warping 
out  by  iictlQ  ai^d  little  with  their  bqat^, 
tho'  the  wind  blew  full  contrary*  They 

are 
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are  all  in  high  fpirits  with  the  late  \i£koif 
over  Conflans.  The  news  concerning  the 
African  expedition  were,  that  SI Ji  Mahomet, 
the  emperor,  would  not  accept  the  ranfom  they 
^ad  brought  fqr  the  £ngli(h  prifoners.  They 
took  the  fecretary  on  board  at  Sallee^  tho* 
with  fome  difficultyi  as  the  fea  ran  fo  high 
all  the  time  they  were  off  that  poaft,  that 
they  could  hardly  land  a  boat.  He  has  been 
treated  very  well  by  the  emperor,  to  whom 
he  prefented  the  king's  letter.  He  always 
111  travelling  had  a  guard  of  one  hundred 
and  tidy  Barbaiy  troopers.  He  did  not  fee 
our  flaveSji  as  he  was  never  nearer  than  four 
days  journey  to  Marocco,  where  they  are. 
Captain  Barton,  however,  who  was  captain 
of  the  Luchfieid,  when  Ihe  was  caft  away^ 
writes  that  they  treat  him  and  his  men  very 
well ;  that  t!ie  emperor  is  grown  very  fond 
of  him,  calls  him  the  only  good  Englilh-* 
man  he  ever  (aw,  and  that,  if  he  will  turn 
Mahometan,  he  will  give  him  I  do  not 

^no\Y 
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Ynaw  how  many  cjuintals  of  filver,  and 
promote  biip  to  the  rank  of  his  firft  minif-r 
ter,  aud  command^  in  chief  of  hii;  i^aval 
forces,  fuch  as  they  are* 
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3L,  E  T  T  E  R  XI, 

fOKT  ST.  UAMLY't,  D£C«  oB,  1759% 

T* 
H  E   Englilh  fleet  is  at  length  qjiitc 

goxie  away,  and  I  bchcvc  the  Ffcncli  wUI 
iiot  ftiF  after  them.  They  threaten,  indeed^ 
Q^uch,  but  h&ve  as  yet  put  nothing  into 
execution.  I  went  yefter4ay  morning  to 
Cadiz,  to  dine  with  one  of  niy  friends  there« 
The  French  were  firft  of  ^11  to  fail  by 
fwelve  pVIocks  but  I  4id  not  leave  Cadiz 
till  four,  and  they  had  no(  moved  in  the 
leaft^  but  had  given  out  that  they  were  to 
fail  a^  this  morning.  There  was  yefterday 
a  current  report,  but  which  I  think  it  pof* 
fible  the  French  may  have  raifed,  of  ad- 
miral Broderick*s  having  been  joined  by 
feven  ih^ps.  Ships  are>  indeed,  expected 
from  Engljind,  but  I  ftiould  think  they 
could  hardly  arrive  fo  foon.    —   —  — 
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»dftt  ST.  llA&y*9y  JAM.  It  1760* 

Th  £  French  fleet  are  not  fturred  out 
yet*  hxde&d,  I  believe  they  will  take  up 
their  winter  quarters  here  m  the  bay  of 
Cadiz.  They  fay  for  certain,  that  admiral 
Brodenck  has  been  joined  by  the  Sterling 
Cafile  finom  Lilbon,  and  a  frigate  or  two. 
This  Is  all  the  public  news  we  have  at  pre- 
fent,  and  the  private  only  confifts  in  the 
excefs  of  rain.  It  has  poured  down  almoft 
without  ceffation  for  a  month,  and  fome- 
times  vi^th  a  violence  unknown  in  our 
northern  climates.   —   —  — 


LET- 
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LETTER  XUI. 

I 

PORT  sT»  Mary's,  jan.  3,  i76o# 

Yest  ERDAY,  to  our  great  fuprize^ 
the  French  fleet  failed*  but  our  wonder 
ceafed  when  we  were  informed  an  hour 
or  two  afterwards,  by  a  courier  from  Gib-* 
raltar,  that  admiral  Broderick  had  been 
driven  through  the  Streights  by  .a  ilorm,  and 
that  the  Englifh  fleet  were  then  at  the  back 
of  Gibraltar  rock.  The  French  got  this 
news  about  an  hour  before  us,  and  iet  fail 
immediately.  Opinions  are  very  different 
concerning  their  deftination.  Some  think 
they  arc  rctunuiig  to  Toulon,  but  as  they 
,  can  not  pafs  the  Streights  without  almoft  tho 
certainty  of  an  engagement,  I  ihould  fufpefk 
they  have  taken  fome  other  courfe.  If  they 
had  intended  to  flght,  why  did  not  they  take 
fo  many  opportunities  as  they  had  before  ?  - 

But 
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fiut  a  day  or  two  will  cleair  up  thi$  matter* 
I  ihould  rather  think  they  are  failed  to  Mar-* 
tinicoy  tbo*  it  is  faid  they  had  not  provU 
fioDS  enough  ou  board  to  carry  them  there. 
Others  imagine  they  may  be  gone  to  fome 
of  the  wefterly  ports  of  France.  That  alfo 
would  ieem  to  me  dangerous^  after  the 
Breft  fleet  has  met  with  fuch  a  rebuff,  tho* 
they  might,  perhaps,  get  fafe  into  Rochefort, 
or  fome  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  king(Jom. 
Perhaps  they  do  not  know  vvIiLic  tlicy  arc 
going  themfelves,  and  ate  only  (ailed  out 
of  the  port  of  Cadiz  to  avoid  the  ridicule 
the  Spaniards  put  upon  them.  Their  own 
countrymen,  likewiie,  the  French  merchants, 
laughed  at  them  upon  their  not  being  will- 
ing  to  go  out  after  the  ilorm  had  fo  rer 
duced  our  fleet.  Who  knows  but  fome 
remains  of  generofity  and  courage  may  have 
fcnt  them  to  give  us  battle  ?  If  they  do, 
the  great  fpirits  our  feameii  are  In,  feem  to 
le  almoA  a  fure  prefage  of  vidory.—— I 

will 
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« 

will  conclude  my  paper  with  a  droll  little 
ancieat  epitaph^  faid  to  be  found  at  Cadiz. 

"  D.   M.  S.* 

« 

**  Si  lubet  leglto, 
Heliodonis  infanus  Carthagiiiieniis  ad 

extremum  orbis  farcophago^  teftamento^ 

<        •  •  • 

me  hoc  juili  condier,  ut  viderem,  ii  me 

quiiquam  iafanior,  ad  me  viiendum,  uf(juc 
•*  ad  hoec  ioca  pcneUarct." 

*  Read  this  6r  let  it  alone* 

I  Helicxlorus,  tlie  niaJman  of  Carthage,  have 
Will  Ofderqd  my  body  to  be  entombed  in  this  fag*eiid  o£ 
ihc  worldy  to  fee  if  any  pcrfon  more  mad  than  myfdf 
will  come  lb  iar  to  make  me  ft  tliit* 

t 
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LETTER'  XIV. 

4 

■ 

I 

PORT  ST.  Mary's,  jan,  8,  1760. 

We  have  had  no  news  as  yet  where  the 
French  fleet  is  gone,  which  makes  us  at 
leaft  certain  that  they  are  not  gone  up  the 
Streights;*  for  if  they  were,  I  think  we 
muft  have  inevitably  heard  of  it  by  this 
time.  It  is  imagined  the  Prince,  the  Cul- 
loden^  and  the  Newark,  who  are  ftill  in  the 
tiay,  will  go  In  a  fhort  time  from  hence  to 
Gibraltar,  to  be  entirely  repaired.  The 
Prince,  I  believe,  has  pieced  up  a  tolerably 
good  rudder,  but  (he  will  ftay  for  the  others 
as  a  fort  of  convoy ;  for  I  believe  they 
alone  would  be  but  badly  able  to  ftand  an 

•  They  did,  however,  go  up  the  Streights,  aud  return 
to  Toulon,  without  our  fleet's  perceiving  them^  or  know* 

iog  any  thing  of  the  matter. 

Vol.  II.  D  engage- 
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engagement,  (if  one  was  to  happen,)  widi 
their  jury  mafts,  as  they  could  not  get 
any  that  would  do  for  them  in  the  dock. 
I  tUiiik  we  have  uo  other  news  ilirring  at 
prefent  of  any  foi  t. 

As  I  gave  you  one  infcriptlon  at  Cadiz 
in  my  laA  .paper»  I  will  give  you  another 
in  this.  J  never  faw  it  any  more  than  the 
former,  but  Alexander  Gcialdino,  biihop 
of  St.  Domingo,  who  has  been  dead  I  do 
not  know  how  long,  declares  he  did. 

Menechoeus  *  Fataraeus  utraque  liiigul 
eruditus,  cum  fecreta  magni  ocean!  fcire 
in  animo  haberem,  diftrafla.  parentum 
haereditatej  ultimum  occidentem  adivi» 

Gades 

*     I  Menechoras  of  PaUrae,  fkiiled  io  both  die 
tongues  (Greek  and  Latin),  being  defirous  of  knowing 
^  the  fecreti  of  the  great  ocean,  and  having  fquandered 
•*  away  the  inheritance  of  my  anccftors,  penetrated  to 
the  extremity  of  the  weft,   Wiih  my  body  proftnte 

«  upoa 
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Gades  iutraYi^  fimulachnim  HerciUis  toto 
•*  corpora  per  terraai  extenfo  adoravi.  Indc 
fluxu  et  refluxu  oceani  diu  confidcrato^ 
comperi  magnum  mare  luixam  fequi  deam^ 
et  magni  adeo  potentii  aumiaa  fuperna 
agere,  \it  res  humana^  nihil  comparatione 

*^  upon  earth,  1  adored  the  image  of  Hercules*  Having 
alterwaidf  long  confidered  ttie  Hn%  and  reflux  of  the 

**  ocean,  I  found  that  the  great  fea  followed  the  goddeft 
Luna;  and  that  th«  immortal  gods  afted  with  fuch 

^  mi^tf  power,  as  to  leave  no  compaiUbii  betwten 

"  things  human  and  celcftial.    This  wonder  did  1  firll 
make  known  in  thcprefence  of  the  people  of  Cadct^ 
**  and  of  the  neighbouring  provinces.     My  death  at 
•*  length  approaching,'!  received,  hf  public  gift  from 
the  ^eaate  and  people^  a  place  for  my  burial  near  the 
^  temple  of  Hercules.    Farewell  I  O  my  countrf  • 
•*  Farewell,  yc  inhabitants  of  Gades,  who  have  borne 
^  me  much  al&ftion  $  for  to  this  are  we  bom,  tkat  ia 
a  ihort.  revolution  of  time,  both  thofe  who  love,  and 
thole  who  are  beloved,  muft  reciprocally  part.   I  died 
**  the  day  before  the  kalends  of  Odober,  the  emperor 
Elhis  Hadrianus  Cefar  Auguftos,  foo  of  the  divine 
•*  Nerva  Trajaaos  Auguftus,  ruUog^e  globe. 

D  2  coelef- 
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<f  cceleftium  fmt.  Et  hoc  ego  primus  prae* 
fenti  populo  GaUitano  et  fiiiltlmis  populis 
apertum  rcliqui-    Dcindc  morte  mihi  ap- 

•*  propinquante,  decreto  fcnatus  ct  popuK 
publice  loc^m  iepuiturae  e  regione  tempi! 

V  Herculei  recepi.  Vale,  patria  mea!  Valete, 
Gaditaui,  qui  me  magnopere  amaftis.  Ad 
hoc  enim  nati  fumus,  ut  brevi  temporum 
curfu  et  qui  amant  et  qui  amantur  ie 
iuvicem  rehnquant*  Obii  diem  Aelio 
Hadrlano  C«s«  Aug,  Imp.  Divi,  Nervaer 

"  Ti  ajani  Aug^  filio  orbi  imperante,  pridie 

"  Kah  Oaob/' 


A  tcw  days  ago  I  was  reading  a  droU 
hiftory  of  the  taking  ot  Cadi^  by  the  Eng- 
liih  in.  the  year  1596.  I  may  poffibly  give 
foxx  ibme  extrads  from  it;  and  to  make 
you  laugh  at  prefeuti  I  will  give  you  the 
author's  proem.  His  hillory  is  a  general 
account  of  Cadiz,  but  the  iuth  book  he 
entirely  confines  to  the  Englilh  inva(ian» 
under  the  earl  of  Eflex*   He  begins  thus^  * 
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I  aow  exi(er  upon  a  inAtter,  tlie  rclalioa 
of  which  I  cau  ixot  give  without  tears, 

**  The  fubjed:  of  thi:>  book  will  be  the  me^ 
lancholy  fate  of  Cadiz,  defiroyed  by 

*^  £ngli(h  barbarity.  As  an  hiftorian,  I  am 
ftridly  bound  to  obferve  truth.  1  can  not, 
however,  avoid  feeling  for  the  woes  of 

^*  my  native  country.  Upon  a  fimllar  oc- 
caiion,  Virgil  has  painted  his  Eneas  as 
refufing  to  recount  the  fatal  burning  of 

**  Troy,   when  prefled  by  the   delire  of 

**  Dido.    A  figh  forcing  its  \\k\y  from  the 
inmoft  of  liis  heart,  he  exclaimed  emphatic  ' 
cilly, 

Iniandum,  regina»  jube$  renovare  dolocem 

**  Troj.inas  ut  opes  ct  ianientabilc  ic^nuin 
"  £nierlflt  Danai. 

**  My  firft  intention  was  only  to  give  a 
**  (ketch  of  this  cataflrophe,  veiling  it  un- 
^*  der  a  brief  relation ;  but  by  the  repeated 
tnflances  of  my  countrymen  and  friends, 
I  have  been  obliged  to  write  a  minute 

D  3  ,  **  account 
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account  of  every  thing.  The  curious 
will  find  nothing  wanting,  fer  I  have 

publiihed  to  the  world  every  individual 
•*  circuinftance  that  offered  itfelf  to  me  ; 
renewing  thereby  griefs  which  my  pen 
trembles  to  relate.** 

I,  indeed,  was  not  like  Eneas  preicnt 
**  at  this  calamity, 

^  Ml  iQ^iaei^ttc  ipie  miferrima  vidi. 

However,  many  of  the  old  natives  of 
Cadiz  give  ocular  teikimony  of  the  con* 
flagration,  of  whom,  indeed,  I  am  a  part;, 

as  being  their  progeny, 

**  «*— £(  c^uQnuQ  pars  magna  fui« 

Who  then,  but  he  who  has  his  heart 
triply  covered  with  brais,  can  refrain 
thofe  torrents  which  muft   pour  from 

his  eyes,  when  his  memory  recalls  fo  lior* 
rid  a  mafiacre, 

<*      ■  ■    »    QyU  talia  fanda 
•*  Tcmperet  a  iacryinis. 

«•  Even 
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Even  the  patriarch  Camilo  Gaetano^  apof- 
tolical  nuncio  in  Spain,  iiguified  his  grief 
ill  relating  what  had  happened  la  a  letter 
which  he  addrefied  to  the  churches  of 
Spain.  Its  date  is  from.  Madrid^  nonas 
Odol^  anno  x^pS* 


€€ 
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Noblilfima*  fiquldem  Gadlceufis  civitas, 
et  opulentiffima  iliius  Ecclefia  (prout  ne- 
xmnem  veftrAm  latere  poteft,  et  nqs  non 
fine  lacryn^is  reminifcimur)  anno  1^196 
Anglorum  et  aliorum  fidei  Catholicse 
hoftium  injuria,  iiivaiioue  et  depiedatione 
*•  mifere  direpta  fuit**^ 

I 

> 

But  fince  I  am  obliged  to  condeicend 
to  the  entreaties  of  my  friends,  and  call 

*  ^  The  very  noUe  city  of  Cadlc,  with  kt  draich 
(as  none  of  you  arc  igtioraat,  xk>i:  can  without  tears 
recoUeft})  was  in  the  year  1596  wretchedly  plandered 
by  the  hoilile  inva£on  of  the  finglifliy  and  other 
^  CQemiet  of  the  catholic  rdigioa." 

D  4  to 
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to  the  minds  of  the  people  what  my 
country  fufFered  in  that  cruel  invafion, 

Scd  fi  tanlm  amor  cdiis  oognolbere  npilrot 

£t  brevker  Trojoe  fupremum  audire,  laborem^ . 


although  my  pen  unwillingly  expreffes 
the  horror  of  my  mind»  although  an  inn 
undation  of  tears  coufules  my  lights  I 
will  begin  the  tragedy, 

♦ 

Qjjanquam  animus  meminifle  honet  lii£fcuquse  refngit, 
**  Incipiam." 


1.  E  T- 
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L   E   T   T   E   1^  XV, 

CADIZ,  JAM.  14,  I}60. 

Hav  ING  got  every  thing  ready  for  my 
reception  at  Madrid,  I  am  come  to  this  place 
(0  take  leave  of  my  acquaintance.  I  (hall  let 
put  for  Seville  the  day  after  tomorrow,  where 
f fter  having  Aaid  fome  daysj  I  (hall  proceed 
ypon  my  journey. 

In  my  laft  paper  I  gave  you  the  proem  a 
gentleman  prefixed  to  his  hiftory  of  the 
taking  of  Cadiz  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  troops. 
1  will  CQutiuuc  fome  of  the  hiilory  in  this. 
After  having  called  Sir  Francis  Drake  a  great 
feaman,  but  a  greater  pirate,  and  fpoken  of 
his  appearing  ofF  Cadiz  a  year  or  two  before 
the  taking  it,  he  begins  that  expedition, 
ik  gives  a  long  defcriptiou  of  the  entry  the 
£ngU(h  made  into  the  bay  of  Cadiz^  and  of 

their 
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their  defeating  fome  Spaiuih  galeons  there^ 
after  which  he  goes  on  thus. 

^*  The  firft  of  July  1596^  at  three  o'clock 
in .  the  afteraoon»  the  Engliih  landed.  The 
•*  count  of  Effex,  general  of  the  land  forces, 
with  a  regiment  of  veteran  foldiers,  was 
the  firft  who  trod  Spanifh  ground.  The 

■ 

corregldor  of  Sherries  with  three  hundred 
horfe  faced  him  in  order  to  hinder  bis  ad<« 
•*  vancing  towards  the  city,  but  as  the  arms 
his  cavalry  had  were  only  fwords  and 
lances  fit  for  the  times  of  don  Rodrigo, 
^  without  the  affiftance  of  any  fire  arms» 
*•  their  endeavours  ferved  but  little.  The 
•*  corregiJor  of  Cadiz  had  lefufed  to  give 
them  any.    The  corregidor  of  Sherries 
in  his  firft  attack  killed  two  Englifhmeii. 
They  relate  of  a  Francifcan  friar,  that 
**  being  on  horfeback  in  this  fray,  he  threw 
himlelf  among  the  Englifh  with  impetus 
*^  ofity.   He  held  a  lance  in  one  hand^  and 
a  crucifix  in  the  other.   He  killed  two 

"  heretics. 
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heretics^  but  then  the  EngUih  ruihed  up- 
on  him  in  fo  great  a  number,  that  they 

•*  tore  him  in  pieces.  It  was  an  adion  more 
raih  than  courageous*   In  the  mean  time 

*^  our  cavalry  was  broken  and  put  to  flight* 
They  rallied,  however,  and  returned  a 
fecond  time  to  the  charge*  But  at  lail 
they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  re-enter 
the  city  with  the  enemy  purfiiing  tfaenu 

*^  A  piece  of  cannon  from  one  of  the  bat* 
teries  &opt  them,  however,  from  pro- 
ceeding  for  fome  time,  as  they  ima* 
ginecf  there  was  ftill  more  artillery  there, 
but  finding  the  contrary  they  advanced 

^'  afrefii,  galling  all  the  time  the*rear  of  our 
retreat.  Upon  the  corregidor  of  Sherries 
arriving  at  the  gates  and  finding  them 
fhut,  he  was  obliged  to  Icave^  fome  of  his 
horfe,  and  climb  ovor  the  mound  of 
earth  that  had  been  taken  out  of  the 

**  moat  a  little  before  in  order  to  render  Ca« 
dxz  the  ftronger,  but  as  they  had  thrown 
it  up  agaiiift  jhe  walls,  it  ferved,  indeed. 


"  a$ 
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as^  a  hd4or  to  our  countiyiuyen,  but  alia  as 
a  free  paflage  for  our  eiiejuies^  Our  troops 
nude  a  halt,  after  tiiey  had  pafled  the 
wall,  but  they  were  not  able  to  defend  it 
in  oppofition  to  the  inexpreffible  fury  with 

^'  which  the  £ngli£h  mounted*  Overpow« 
ered  by  men  and  artillery,  their  brokea 
ranks  were  obUged  to  retreat  to  the  priiw 
cipal  fquare  of  the  city,  where  they  heard 
that  the  chief  part  of  the  garrifon  was 
afTembkd.  But  they  did  not  hud  what 
they  dclired.  Fear,  or  a  common  iufa* 
tuatlon,  had  fo  gained  the  mafterdom  of 
our  hearts,  that  the  greateft  part  were  re^ 
tired  to  the  aiylum  of  facred  places*  Some 

•* .  were  gone  to  their  houfes  and  other  pof* 
fcflious  in  order  to  buy  their  lives  by 
furrendering    up    their    riches.  EacI^ 

**  feemed  to  have  the  murdering  fword  ai- 

«  ready  at  his  throat.  The  corregidor  of 
Cadiz  retired  to  his  palace  with  his  wife 
and  children  and  family,  leavaig  the  city 
without  a  chief,  and  the  troops  without 

a 
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a  commander.     Let  thofe  remafk  this 
•*  clrcumftanccj'  who  inconfideratcly  blame  ^ 

the  Spaniards  for   not  having  behaved 
•*  themfelves  well.    The  governed  can  not, 
nor  ought  to  do  more  than  their  gover- 
nor*    When  the  head  is  diftcmpered  the 
diieafe  is  partaken  of  by  all  the  limbs, 
*•  What  can  be  expelled  of  foldiers  when 
their  general  turns  his  back  ?  An  adion 
worthy,  indeed,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  pof- 
terity  !  Julius  Cefar  did  not  teach  this 
policy  in  Munda.   His  army  was  already 
"  routed ;   young  Pompey*s  foldiers  were 
**  crying  victory ;  yet  he,  all  wounded  a|id 
bloody,  encouraged  the  few  that  remain- 
ed,  throwing  himfelf  boldly  into  the  midft 
of  danger,  till  he  reilored  the  battle,  and 
was  crowned  with  conqueft, 

*^  Befides  this  it  would  have  been  too 
great  raihnefs  for  fix  hundred  foldiers 
only,  and  thofe  without  a  cprnmander,  to 
have  provoked  a  viftorious  enemy  amount- 

"  ing 
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* 

ing  at  leaft  to  the  number  of  nine  thou-* 

'*  fand.  The  waiting  for  them  with  hu- 
mility  was  obliging  them  to  indulgence, 
buying  the  precious  jewel  of  life  at  the 
honed  price  of  fubmiiiion.    But  even  in 

♦*  thefe  melancholy  circumftances  the  people 
of  Cadiz  were  not  entirely  wanting  in 
their  duty.  As  foon  as  they  faw  that  the 
Eugliih  had  entered  by  the  wall,  and  that 

^'  their  corregidor  had  abandoned  them, 
many  were  the  cavaliers  who  loudly  called 

^'  out  for  a  chief  to  direft  them  in  the  de- 
fence  of  their  country.    But  no  peribn 

"  chufing  to  take  upon  him  the  command, 
for  fupremacy  is  not  always  defirable, 
don  Pedro  of  Caftille,  judge  of  the  Indies, 
raifed  his  voice  and  fword,  and  faid,  Let 
him  that  is  zealous  to  ferve  his  God  and 
his  country  iollow  me."  The  words  were 
no  fooncr  out  of  his  mouth  than  he  Ipur- 
his  horfe  towards  the  wall  that  the  Eng- 
U(h  were  mounting.  Many  followed  him* 
But  alas !  the  enemy  was  already  advanced 

"  and 
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aodmaftersof everything.  Thisobligedour 
c<  adventurous  band  to  neturn  to  the  iquaro. 

*^  In  all  this  time  of  danger  there  was  no 
one  thought  of  going  round  to  colled  the 

* 

•*  troops  that  were  fpread  about  the  baftions 
and  iea  fliore.  .  Such  was  the  confufion 
caufed  by  want  of  proper  order.  The 
corregidor  of  Sherries  was  itill^  indeed, 
*•  with  his  partizans  in  the  fquare,  Tliey 
ftill  burnt  with  defire  to  face  the  enemy, 
who  now  trod  triumphant  the  ftreets  of 
Cadiz.  They  advanced  towards  them^ 
^*  but  as  they  were  few,  and  the  refinance 
great,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to 
leek  for  iheher  in  Ibme  houfts*  From 
thence  they  killed  many  Englifti  with 
ftones,  nor  would  they  furrender,  tho* 
"  they  knew  the  whole  city  was  taken. 
However  the  enemy  at  laft  brought  up 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  beating  down 
part  of  the  houfes,  took  them  prifoners. 
While  thefe  things  were  doing  the  ufelefs 
people  retired,  fome   to  the  principal 

"  cliurch. 
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churchy  and  others  to  the  palace  of  thd 
biihop,  where  they  confelled  themfelres 
aad  coniumed  the  remains  of  the  moil 
*•  holy  lacrament. 

The  abbef^  of  the  convent  of  St.  Mary's^ 
•*  with  a  manly  fpiiit,  a  crucifix  m  her 
hands,  and  tears  flowing  fronot  her  eyes» 
knew  how  to  ufe  fuch  efficacious  words 
to  her  nuns,  that  ihe  left  them  well  dii^ 
pofed  to  luder  for  their  religion  and  honor« 
*'  She  was  followed  in  thio  by  many  other 
congregations.    Supplications  and  entrea<* 
ties  to  heaven  were  repeated  in  alL  AH 
with  .tears  implored  the  ailiflance  of  the 
divine  clemency  againfl  fo  unbeUevmg  and 
powerful  an  enemy,    aad  from  whom 
*^  that  humanity  could  not  be  expeAed, 
which  was  afterwards  experienced* 

**  The  baflion  of  St.  Philip's  was  defaid- 
ed  all  that  night.    It  was  under  the  com- 
*•  mand  of  the  captain  de  Yrigoyen,  who 

r   *«  would 
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^  would  not  furreader  it.   But  wheu  they 
*•  faw  the  day  after  that  all  the  city  was  for 
the  enemy,  and  Engllfh  colours  waving 
over  our  bafiion$  and  towers,  they  iub* 
mitted^ 


Vol.  II. 
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LETTER  XVI. 

VA9  CABEIAS)  JAV«  l6f  lj6<h 

I  A  M  now  at  a  half  way  houfe  between 
Port  St.  Mary's  and  Seville,  where  as  there 
is  nothing  elie  to  fay,  1  will  add  a  little 

more  of  the  man's  hiftoiy  of  the  taking  of 
Cadiz.  As  he  is  extremely  prolix  I  do  not 
give  it  you  entirely,  but  Ikip.  from  place  to 
place. 

**  Wednefday  the  jj  of  July  the  liberty 
of  plundering  the  city  was  proclaimed  by 
drums,  and  trumpets.   It  was  carried  on 
this  day  with  moderation  and  humanity. 
For  the  Englifli  noblemen  who  began  firft, 
"  being  by  their  nature  courteous  and  urbane 
-      bridled  the  common  people  in  their  pro- 
*^  ceedings.  Had  they  not  been  infeded  with 
**  hereiy  the  plundered  would  haveefteemed 
/       •  ^<  them- 
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*•  themfelves  very  much  obliged  to  them* 
They  omitted  a  great  many  injuries  tliey 
might  have  done.  There  were  various  noble 
ladies  houfes,  the  miftreiles  of  which  had 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  going  out 
of  th^  city,  in  which  many  remarkable 
*•  cafes  as  well  of  good  breeding  and  civility 
•*  happened,  as  of  infolence  from  the  com^ 
men  people  and  thofe  of  lower  fphere* 


€$ 
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Thuriday  4th  July.  The  plundering 
was  continued  every  where  with  fo  much 
inhumanity  and  fury,  that  all  hell  toge- 
ther feemed  to  have  confpired  againft  un^ 
happy  Cadiz.  They  took  every  thing 
frorn  the  houfes,  and  carried  it  on  board 
**  their  fliips.  They  pulled  down  w^alls  and 
roofs  where  they  expected  any  thing  might 
be  hidden.  They  made  engines  to  draw 
the  wells,  and  fmks,  and  ihores,  and 
from  them  a  great  deal  of  gold  and  filver, 
•*  that  had  been  concealed  there,  was  ex- 
trafted.    Nor  did  their  fury  and  avarice 

E  a  y  iparc 


(4 


i 


€9        LETTERS  FROM 

fpare  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  They  opened 
the  burial  places,  leekiag  the  aecomplilh* 
meat  of  their  avaricious  defires  amidft  the 

^  fteinch  and  horror  of  the  grave*  Thej 
rewarded  (hofe  who  would  tell  them 
where  tmney  was  concealed,  or  it  they 

"  refuied  to  do  it  would  fouaetlmes  put 
{words  to  their  throats,  fomctinics  cordj^ 
about  their  neeks,  and  fometunes  lay 
hands  upon  them  with  fuch  impiety  and 

*^  ignominy,  that  words  are  ignorant  of 
terms  to  exprefs  it. 

•*  They  (tripped  the  women  to  fee  if  they 
•*  had  any  jewels  about  them.    If  their 

cloaths  were  good  they  took  them  away* 
As  liches  of  all  kinds  were  found,  they 
had  not  hands  enough  to  carry  them  on 
board.  They  undid  the  mattrafles,  and 
leaving  the  wool  took  away  the  linen. 
*^  They  burnt  all  papers  and  records-  with 
others  tlungs  of  wliich  they  could  make 
no  uie.   They  tore  the  bars  from  the 

window 
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^  ^ndow  curtains  or  whatever  elfe  thejr 
found  of  iron.  They  lowered  the  bells 
from  the  towers  and  couvejjed  them  to 
their  veflels,  together  with  all  the  ar tiller 
guns  and  ammunition  with  which  the 
arfenals  were  well  provided.  They  burnt 
or  broke  whatever  was  ufelefs  tp  them? 
felvesj  in  order  that  nothing  might  re- 
main  which  could  be  in  th^  leaft  profit^ible 
to  the  Spaniards. 

But  that  which  mo&  ihocks  our  foulSf 
and  which  my  pen  trembles  to  relate^ 
was  tiie  profanation  of  the  temples^  Here 
my  breath  fails  me.     My  aching  heart 
muft  unbofom  itfelf  it>  fighs  at  fight  pf  fo  , 
enormous  an  impiety.   Even  Titus,  tho* 
a  gentile,  abftained  from  a  fimilar  boldr 
\*  nefs  in  the  dellruclion  of  Jerufalem.  He 
**  ordered  them  not  to  touch  the  templ^ 
**  And  we  fee  upon  this  occafion  Chriftian 
feflaries  making  (tables  of  the  phurches, 
pra^ifing  in  (hem  a  thoufand  vilenefles 

E  ^  an4 
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^*  and  Irreverences,  laughing  at  the  facred 

things,  treating  the  prkfts  contempt u- 
^*  oufly  with  bad  words  and  injuries,  and 
**  pulling  down  akar^  which  catholic  de-  ' 
^*  cency  had  adorned  !  Their  adaucioufnefs 
pafied  fo  far  that  even  the  images  of  Coriil 
our  happinefs,  and  of  his  facred  mother, 
^*  and  of  the  faints,  were  not  exempt  from 
their  fury.    They  pulled  them  down  from 
**  the  places  where  pious  devotion  had  con- 
*^  lecrated  them,  they  trod  upon  them  with'^^  - 
ignominy,  and  trying  on  them  the  edge  of 
their  fwords,  cut  them  to  pieces,  deliver- 
^'  ing  ,the  relicts  to  the  fire  to  ferve  their 
kitchens.     Oh  !  .  horror,  oh  !  impiety. 
In  comparifon  of  this  the  lofs  of  our  fleet 
was  nothings,  nor  the  melancholy  invaiion 
^*  of  Cadiz,    for  this  latter  injury  imme-» 
^*  diatcly  concerned  the  divine  honpr.  It 
happened  in  the  midft  of  this  horrid  pro* 
fanation,  that  fome  heretics  were  injuring 
an  image  of  Chnll  our  faviour  crucified* 
^*  It  i§  to  be  fe^n  ftill  with  the  greateft  yener 
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ration  in  the  holy  defert  of  our  lady  of 
"  fnow,  a  convent  of  barefooted  Carmeli- 
•*  tans,  as  alfo  another  of  the  moft  facred 
**  virgin  with  the  title  of  La  Vulnerata  in 
•*  the  Irifli  college  at  Valladolid.*  They 

were  cutting  it  in  pieces  to  ufe  it  in  the 
•    fame  manner  as  they  had  done  the  reft. 

A  catholic  who  was  preicnt,  a  native  of 
"  Sherries,  called   Juan  Garcia,  his  face 

glowing  with  holy  zeal,  cried  out  to 
*'  them,  "  Heretics,  where  is  It  permitted  in 
**  the  prefence  of  Chriftians  that  the  image 

of  my  Lord  and  God  ihould  be  fo  injuria 
**  oufly  treated  and  defpifed  r"  As  ibon  as 

thefe  words  were  out  of  his  mouth  he  drew 

*  Tbey  (how  you  in  the  convent  of  the  vidory  at  Fort 
St.  Mary's  many  images,  fome  with  balls  in  them,  and 
others  cut  and  hacked  aix>ut9  which  they  fay  the  Engliil^ 
treated  in  this  manner,  when  they  were  matters  of  that 
place.  Among  other  things  there  is  a  crucifix,  which 
ihcy  tell  you  ran  blood  upon  a  Ibldier's  having  fliuck  it 
with  a  fword.  They  recount  many  other  (lories  of  tiie 
like  nature* 

E  4  hia 
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his  fword  and  flung  himfelf  among  them. 
Some  he  killed^  others  he  wounded,  till  at 
.  laft  the  enemy  fell  uppu  him  in  fuch  num. 
ber s  that  they  tore  him  to  pieces.  An 
adloa  worthy  of  perpetual  memory,  aud 
which  if  more  often  imitated  divincf 
injuries  would  be  lefs/* 


LET. 


Digitized  by  Go 


PORTUGAL  SPAIN,  ffc,  73 


LETTER  XVU. 

As  you  fee  by  my  date  I  am  arrived  at 

Seville* — ^Nothing  wort;h  relating  happened 
by  the  way.  To  continue  you  a  little  more 
pf  the  aiaii*s  hiftoxy  of  the  taking  of  Cadiz. 

Many  learned  perfons  and  literati  came 
along  with  the  Engliflx  army.  Some 
were  in  a  military  drcfs,  and  others  in 
their  long  robes  like  counfellors  robes* 
They  happened  by  chance  to  meet  mth 
fome  AuguAinian  triars,  who  were  going 

**  in  the  ^ota  to  the  Phillippine  iflands. 
The  (jueftion  was  ilartcd  about  the  adora- 
tlon  of  holy  images.  The  outrages  which 
had  been  done  to  them  was  the  caufe  of 

^  its  coming  upon  the  tapis.  The  cale  was 
controverted^  and  the  £ngliih  remained 

con- 
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"  confuted;  particularly  one,  who  was  fo 
ftnick  with  the  force  of  our  reaibns,  that 

he  begged  friar  Chriftopher  Vivero,  guar- 
dian  of  St.  Francis,  to  find  out  fonie  me- 

**  thod  for  him  to  elope  from  his  country- 
men,  that  he  might  free  himfelf  from 
fo  many  enemies  of  God.  But  the  others^ 
altho'  confcious  of  the  weight  of  our 

**  arguments,  remained  in  their  error;  for 
fo  great  Is  the  obftinacy  of  heretics,  that 
notwithftanding  they  know  the  truths 
and  have  it  proved  with  evidence,  they 
prefer  worldly  good  to  the  bleflings  of 
heaven." 


€€ 


Saturday,  the  6th  of  July,  the  heretics 
made  great  feafting  .and  rejoicings  for 
their  fuccefs  in  the  taking  of  Cadiz. 
The  count  of  Eflex,  as  a  reward  for  their 
ferviccs,  dubbed  ftventy  officers,  knights^ 
of  thofe  who  had  moft  iignalized  them- 
feivcs  in  the  undertaking.  They  cele- 
brated  their  good  fortune  with  many 
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demonftratlons  of  joy,  running  at  the 
ring,  and  triumphing  in  our  principal 
fquare  with  the  fame  liberty  and  fatis* 
fadion  as  they  could  have  don^^  in  that 
of  London." 

The  mortal  hatred  that  the  heretics  of 
England  bear  the  Jefuits  (eSedi  of  the 
great  learning  and  holy  zeal  with  which 
thofe  induftriou3  labprers  in  the  Lord  dU 
ways  have  procured  and  ftili  procure  in  ' 
thofe  iflands  the  dilatation  of  the  catholic 
^  faith,)  was  well  manifefted  in  this  inva- 
^*  fion  of  Cadiz.    They  alked  the  natives 
for  them,  crying  out  at  every  ftep,  ytjiiita 
*    Junt  hie  ?  Thefe  religious  men  proceeded 
in;ail  the  courfe  of  the  prefeUt  tragedy 
with  fmgular  zeal  and  piety ;  conieiiing 
and  confoUiig  the  afflided  people,  anj^ 
*'  taking  care  of  the  good  dire(£lion  of  tTieir 
fouls,  without  fparing  the  leaft  inconve** 
nience  or  trouble  to  encourage  their  terri-* 
miads*   A$  foon  a^  they  had  notice 
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that  their  e&emies  went  diligently  in 
fearch  of  them,  and  that  the  city  wa$ 

•*  now  entirely  m  their  power,  they  at- 
tempted  to  conceal  themfelves  among  the 

**  people  that  went  out.  However,  iomc 
were  difcovered  notwithftanding  their 
difguifes,  md  received  a  moft  plentiful 

"  charge  of  affronts  and  blows ;  and  the 

^*  foidiers  ufed  to  cry  out  to  them  in  their 
Qwn  tongue,  **  Ah  !  prieft,  dog  of  a 
Jefuit."  Two  friars  remained  as  a  guard 
to  the  college  they  have  in  Cadiz,  upon 
whom  fell  all  the  fury  of  the  heretics^ 
when  they  facked  it*  Tlicy  gave  fo  many 
ftrokcs  with  the  fpear  of  a  halbert  to  oae 

**  of  them,  tiecaufe  he  would  ,  not  outrage 
the  image  of  Pope  Sixtus  the  fifth,  that 
they  left  him  aimoft  dead,  with  five 
vvounda  iii  hjs  head.    They  put  a  cord 

^'  about  the  neck  of  the  other,  who  was 

*^  a  facriftan,  and  hung  him  upon  a  peg, 
becaufe  he  ihcwed  a  relentment  at  the 

**  injuries  with  which  they  w^re  treating 

*•  an 
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an  image  of  infant  Jefus,  that  flood  upon 
an  altar.     They  kept  him  hanging  a 

*^  a  long  time,  and  when  they  thought  he 
was  dead,  cut  the  cord  and  let  him  fall* 
Some  cathoUcs  goi  remedies  for  him  fo 
fpeedily^  that  he  returned  to  himfelf, 
and  when  he  was  got  better,  efcaped 

**  among  fome  other  people,  from  the  clawB 
of  thofe  barbarians. 

The  Englilh  followed  their  rage  in  the 
**  fack  of  the  college  of  that  order  with 
fuch  madnefs  and  fury^  that  after  they 
had  robbed  it  of  every  thing  that  was 
precious,  broken  in  pieces  the^  rich  orna* 
lucats,  deftroyed  a  beautiful  library  of 
"  books,    pulled   down    altars,  piftures, 
images,  and  whatever  was  in  the  church, 
they  fet  fire  to  that  fabric,  by  which  the 
**  veftry  and  the   quire   were  confumed. 
The  reft  remained  untouched,  as  the  fire 
had  not  taken  all  round.    This  is  the 

"  fruit  which  thofe  holy  fathers  derived* 

**  from 
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from  the  example  and  dodrine  with  which 
they  have  always  per  levered  in  the  re- 
ductioa  of  thofe  Infeded  ifles  of  Britain, 
oppofing  themfelves  cathoUcly  to  th6 
pefliferous  canker  of  Luther  and  Calviil, 
fo  rooted  in  thofe  unhappy  kingdoms.'* 


LET- 
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LETTER  XVIU- 

tBYILLfi,  JAir.  2^  1760. 

X  Shall  fet  out  for  Madrid  in  a  few  days,  I 
will  now  iinifli  the  man'^  defcription  of  the 
£ngli(h  expedition  againft  Cadiz. 

Tlii^y  fet  fire  to  the  town  In  the  four 
fronts.    The    devouring  flames  o'crtopt 

**  the  moft  lofty  edifices,  and  nourifhed  by 
combuftibles  already  properly  difpofed^ 
fent  the  effects  of  their  voracity  to  heaven 
in  rolls  of  thick  Imoke,  which  blackened 
all  the  air.  The  churches  were  dcflroyed, 

**  efpecially  tlie  cathedral,  where  the  fire 

"  raged  with  fuch  fury^  that  it  penetrated 
quite  to  the  foundations.  No  palace  or 
confpicuous  houfe  remained^  wliich  the 
unrelenting  anger  of  the  conflagration 

u  fpared.    It  was  a  fecond  Troy. 

Jam 
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Jam  Deiophoin  dedit  ampla  niiiiiuii» 

Volcano  fuperaocc  domus,  jam  proxuniu  ardet 
t«  UcalegoOf  Sigaea  igni  freta  late  relucent. 

Exontur  clamorque  virum  clangorq  tubanim* 
<«  Uibi  totiijuA  niitmullM  dominita  por  annot.** 


The  fire  continued  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  of  July,  during  which  period 
the  third  part  of  the  city  and  the  beft  edi^^ 
fices  were  reduced  to  afhes.  To  this  oui^ 
^'  enemies  added  a  no  lefs  cruelty,  for  great 
^*  part  of  what  the  flames  fpared  the  more 
relentlefs  hand  of  man  tlirew  down. 


"  Monday  the  15th  the  count  of  ElTex 
**  with  all  his  people  re-embarked^  and  he 
^'  himfelf  got  on  board  the  vice-admiral  at 

four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  After, 
therefore,  that  the  enemy  had  facked  the 
city,  enjoyed  a  very  rich  fpoll,  burnt  the 
third  part  of  it,  temples,  churches,  and 
beft  edifices,  re*embarked  all  their  train 
of  artillery  and  ammunition,  made  them- 
felves  mailers  of  the  galeons  that  were  ia 

"  the 
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the  bay,  undermiued.  and  fpoilt  the  ftreets 
and  fquares^  gnd  committed  the  greateft 
*^  iufolencies  and  injuries  that  barbarians  ever 
**  executed,  after  this  they  gave  their  falls 
to  the  wind,  fleering  towards  England. 

To  reprefeut  tlie  ilate  iu  which  Cadia^ 
■*  WIS  found  upon  the  enemy's  abandoning 
**  it,   would  dcaiand  a  ftronger  pen  and 
more  lively  rhetoric  than  mine.    As  I 
was  born  there^  I  write  more  with  tears 
*^  than  ink.    That  great  emporium  of  the 
**  world  was  now^  but  a  diotigured  carcafe  of 
*•  its  ant  lent  pride.    At  the  honld  Image 
the  moft  obdurate  hearts  muft  melt*  The 
beft  edifices  were  ruined  by  the  violence 
of  hre,   and  the  few^  whicli  were  ilill 
{landing,  wxre  fo  deilroyed  and  open,  that 
**  they  could  not  be  inhabited.    The  dooii 
and  windows  were  uncovered,  and  the 
courts  full  of  tilth  and  corruption.  All 
this  together  was  the  origin  of  fuch  an 
infernal  plague  of  flies  and  other  unclean 
Vol.  11.  F  '  infefls, 
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iufeds,  that  there  was  no  going  through 
the  ilreets  or  entering  the  houfes ;  a  thing^ 
never  heard  of  fiuce  the  plagucsof  Egypt.** 

Yhis  very  Uarmd  autiior  goes  on  much 
longer  in  the  fame  flralu,  but^  I  thinks 
I  have  given  you  enough  of  the  invafion  of 
Cadiz,  and  will  conclude  that  add  my  paper 
together. 


LET- 
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S£VILL£j  JAM.  IJf  lj60* 

I  Will  now  give  you  what  the  good  man 
fays  concerning  the  city  of  Cadiz  itfelf,  as  I 
have  already  done  with  regard  to  the  taking 
of  it.   He  begins  thus. 

Where  the  foaming  ocean  acknowledges 
"  a  bridle  to  his  rage,  breaking  his  curling 
**  waves  at  the  end     the  world,  eighteen 
*^  leagues  diftant  from  the  freights  of  Gib* 
*^  raltar^  and  two  and  twenty  from  the  facred 
promontory  or  cape  of  St.  Vincent's,  na« 
ture  hath  erefted  a  rock.    Tho'  it  is  not 
**  fo  high  as  to  be  entirely  exempt  from  the 
tyrannical  jurifdidion  of  that  haughty 
element,  yet  it  is  at  lead  fufficient  to  refill 
its  fooliih  petulanciesy  and  has  preferved 
"  itfelf  firm  againit  the  continued  agitation 

F  z  "  of 
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of  lis  waves  for  more  than  four  thoufand 
years,  altho'  environed  on  all  fides  by  its 
angry  foam,  and,  indeed,  at  the  coft  of 
fome  little  diminution  of  its  limits.  It 
is  cut  off  from  the  main  land  by  a  very  ^ 

**  little  Jivlhon,  aiiJ  has  gamed  itfelf  the 
glorious  title  of  the  moft  celebrated  ifland 
of  the  globe.  Strabo  calls  it  fo,  lib*  3d. 
£0  ^  felicitatis  incrementique  pervenit* 
ut  licet  in  cxtremo  fita  orbe  terrarum^ 

**  univerfas  tamcn  nominis  celebritate  ex- 

"  ccllat, 

♦ 

*^  Upon  this  ifland  or  rock,  check  to  the 
pride  of  the  fca,  is  founded  the  moft 
*•  ancient  city  of  Cadiz ;  emporium  of  the 
**  whole  world  ;  illuftrious  for  its  origin ; 
femous  for  its  nobility ;  glorious  for  its 
trophies;  and  whofe  benign  climate  in* 
"  fluences  geuerolity.    The  court  of  the 

This  iiland  hasatiaincd  to  fuch  an  augmented  degree 
of  opulence,  that,  tho* placed  la  the  extreme  coroer  oi  the 
*^  earth,  its  illoftricus  name  furpafles  chat  of  all  others.** 

•«  firft 
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**  firfl  kings  of  Spain,  and  theatre  of  their 

a 

"  conquefts.  The  principal  garrifon  of  the 
Carthaginians ;  the  metropolis  of  Mauri- 
tania  Ting^tana ;  the  iirft  colony  of  the 

^*  Romans ;  the  place  where  the  Phenicians 

had  tiieir  molt  efleemed  commerce ;  and 

* 

•*  the  iUjluai  of  the  Phocenfians.  The 
dty  which  fuccoured  Tyre,  defended 
Sidon,  and  caufed  emulation  to  Afiyria* 
Which  gave  to  aII  Alia  and  America  dex* 
terous  failors  and  opulent  merchants ;  to 
Jerulalem  riches,  coafuls  and  emperors ; 

"  to  Rome  invincible  martyrs ;  to  the 
church  enlightened  confeflbrs.  The  de« 
fired  of  nations;  the  fought   after  by 

^*  monarchs ;  the  folicited  by  emperors ;  tlic 

**  prallcd  by  hiftoiiaus  ;  aui  the  furpafTcr 
of  her  own  reputation/' 

.  You  may,  perhaps,  be  furprized  at  all 
thole  lofty  titles  given  by  our  author  to  the 
dirty  city  of  Cadiz.    But  it  is  fo,  nay,  he 

F  3  goes 
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goe$  farther^  and  places  the  ancient  Rmnafi 
El/fian  fields  there. 

**  Betica  (Andal^fi^)  iUuftrious  province 
of  our  Spain,  the  greateft,  the  moft  fer^ 
^  tilet  the  mod  abundant  (fo  much  ib  that 
the  gr^t  do^tn^fs  and  feraphic  virgin 
^'  St.  Terefa  went  fo  far  a$  to  fay,  tha( 
the  devil  had  much  power  in  it,  uppii 
account  of  its  great  gaiety,  extent  and 
diverfions,)  took  the  origin  of  its  name 
from  Betbt  whiph,  according  to  Berofus^ 
means  to,  fay  beatitude,  and  all  tlie  pro^ 
vince  Be^tica  tellus,  happy  land.  Here, 
as  emporium  of  delights,  and  com* 
pendium  of  >11  pleafures,  the  Gentiles 
placed  their  famous  Elyfian  fields,  in 
order  that  this  fuigular  paradife  might 
render  Spain  not  lefs  worthy  to  bepraifed, 
than  beautiful  Tempe  did  Theflaly^  and 
his  ever  florid  gardens  Alcinousi. 

And, 
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♦ 

And,  although  all  circumftances  ict 
**  garde4t  whatever  the  IQetis  (now  the  Gua^ 
dalquivir,)  waihes  from  its  origin  till  it 
empties  itfelf  iQto  the  ocean  may  enjoy 
^  this  eulogium^  the  idan^  Qt  C^diz  alone 
*'  has  poflciilou  without  difpute^  Strabo^ 
"  Homer,  Virgil,  Statius,  Orofius,  SiUu? 
ItalicuSy  Villalpanto,  and  otherS|  make 
her  inheritrix  of  this  happinels, 

If  we  regard  the  climate,  its  Iky  is 
moft  l)enign  and  clear ;  and  being  moiitf 
•    ened  on  all  (ides  by  the  ceruleous  element 
of  Ne{>tune,  it  holds  the  S^ephirs  a$ 
^*  chained,'  which  at  all  hours  refreftx  it* 
**  The  fuu  never  fliewed  itfelf  with  a  frowiif 
"  Oil  the  contrary,  as  in  fettjng  (b  near,  he 
^*  mitigates  the  ardor  of  his  rays  in  the 
waters  of  the  deep,   he  communicates 
moft  peaceful  influences  to  this  ibrtunate 
Ipot.    It  was  this  gaye  occafion  for  the 
poets  to  feigu  that  in  this  iflaiid,  as  ia 

its  proper  fphere,  that  bright  flanei  repofed^ 

F  4  ♦^na 
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and  that  Phoebus  here  baited  the  hoHe9 
of  his  carr,  tired  with  mqning  all  day 
^-  (heir  gilded  ecliptic* 

•  Armat  TartdTiu  iUbulaiiti  conick  PhttbO) 

Flagrantes  ibl  pronus  eqaos,  i  utilamq  laN'abat  [ 
Ooeani  fub  frooite  conam*'  ■  — 

And  for  this  reafm  we  find  upon  the 
reverfe  of  fome  coins,  this  ifland  has 
anciently  Aruck  the  figure  of  a  fetting 
fun,  done  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  (hew 
that  when  he  fiaks  here  below  the  wave, 
he  appears  fo  great  and  beautiful,  that 
ibme  faid  the  fun  grew  here  at  fetting, 
as  it  was  imagined  he  did  in  the  eaft  at 
riling.  And  if  the  Indians  adored  the 
eaftern  fun,  the  Gaditani  did  the  wefr 
tern.'' 

1  think  the  foregoing  lines  are  of  Silius 
Italicus.  I  did  not  mark  down  who  was 
the  author  of  all  this,  when  I  parted  with 
the  book,  and  I  cannot  get  it  again  now  to 

ft 

look  ; 
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look ;  for  I  borrowed  it  at  Port  St.  Mary^s, 
where  I  took  theie  quotations  out  of  iu 
Tarteflusisone  of  the  Latin  names^of  Cadiz, 

It  had  ardiiy  aaclcnt  ones  ;  as  Gadcs,  Erjr-^ 

thea,  Aphrodlfia,  Julia  Augufia  Gaditana^i 
Promontorium  Herculeum.  It  was  known 
allo^by  the  names  of  the  pillars  of  Hercules^ 
jhe  boundary  of  the  earth,  the  extremity 

pf  the  world,  and  the  Roman  colony. 
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rr-  —  —  — «■  I  Shall  not  fet  out  for 
Madrid  till  feme  days  hence.  Nor  will  this 
neceflary  retardatkm  be  ufelef^  in  the  con-> 
yenience  of  my  journey.  The  roads  will 
be  rather  better*  md  the  weather  morQ 
plealant*  Madrid  is  a  long  way  from  hence* 
1  think  they  reckon  eighty-four  leagues, 
^nd  I  meafuFe  five  Engliih  miles  to  a  Spanifh 
league,  at  leaft  in  theie  |iart$» 

To  conclude  my  diliertation  uppn  the 
lituation  ot  Cadiz,  being  whei:e  the  Roaian^ 
placed  the  Elyiian  fields. 

The  temperate  fphere  of  this  little,  but 
peaceable  fpot,  does  not  give  place  to  the 
9pld  of  fnQ\vs,  or  ^he  violence  of  hail.  A 

perpetu4 
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^'  perpetual  fpring  reigns  without  the  alter* 
ation  pf  fpafpnsy  and  its  benign  tempera- 
ment  \s  perpetually  preferved,  and  al* 

^'  ways  enjoys  propitioufly  the  beautiful  ap** 

^'  peararice  of  the  fun ;  whiph  with  a  fweet 
murmur  falls  Into  the  ocean,  a  happy 

*f  movement  celebrated  by  Papinius,  who 
fpeaking  of  this  bleft  ifle^  fay8« 

FcKx  heu  f  niraii  ^  beata  teUus, 
Qyae  pronos  Hypcrioois  meatus 
Sumttib  Ooeaoi  vides  in  undis, 

Stndorfm<^  rotx  candentis  audit, 

Laftly,  near  the  Elyfian  fields  lay  the 
river  of  obltyion,  called  Lethe.  The 
poets  feigned  that  this  river  was  neceflary 
to  be  paflcd  to  go  to  the  beatitude  of  thofe 

**  enchanted  regions.  Even  this  circum- 
ftance  is  not  wanting  to  the  ifland  of 
Cadiz.  At  two  leagues  diilance  it  has 
the  river  L<ethe,  now  Guadaiete"  (I  lived 

jit  Port  St.  Mary's,  upon  the  banks  of  it,) 
which,  Jii'cmbogulng  itfelf  iuto  its  ample 

bay 
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*'  bay  by  Port  St.  Mary'St  fwectens  part  of 
its  fait  waters.   This  was  iu  known  to 
the  ancients  for  the  river  of  oblivion,  that 
when  the  renowned  Brutus  was  to  pafs 
^  over  it,  he  judged  it  a  facrilege  to  tread 
upon  the  6ppofite  bank^  for  fear  he  Ihould 
*f  forget  his  native  country  Rome,  as  Lucius 
Florus  emphatically  tells  us.    Thefq  are 
•*  the  circumftauces  and  properties,  which 
^*  make  the  truth  clear  of  Cadiz  being  the 
happy  territory  of  the  Elyiian  fields ; 
and  if  Dpn  Rpdrigo  Carp  finds  them  with 
fuch  certainty  in  Seville,  notwithflanding 
ho  undertakes  it  with  fo  much  paiTion 
*•  and  cagcraefs,  we  will  give  tlieni  Lim  for 
V  his  pains.    But  while  t^e  pofieillon  con« 
"  tinues  fp  clearly  ours,  hi;  e^deavou^Si  will 
be  vaiiv" 

So' much  for  the  fituatlon.  of  the  Elyfiaii 
fields,  but  I  will  hot '  conclude  my '  author 
withovit  telling  you  that  he  calls  Seville 
*^  the  beautiful  ring,  ^f  which  Cadiz  is  the 

precious  ftqu^.'*  '  L  E  T-^ 
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mithZf  FEB.  3p  1760* 

I  Need  not,  perhaps,  tell  you  that  the 
French  fleet,  which  was  at  Cadiz,  is  now 

returned  to  Toulon.  Broderick  was  at  the 
back  of  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  w lieu  they  pafled 
the  Streights,  but  perceived  nothing  of  thcnu 
He  is  blamed  for  it  in  thefe  parts,  whether 
ynth  juflice  or  no,  I  cannot  tell.  They 

fay  he  might  have  kept  frigates  out  in  the 
Streights,  but  he  ought  to  judge  better  of 
thoie  things  than  we.  As  to  all  other  pro- 
ceedings, I  have  heard  him  much  commend** 
ed  by  the  whole  fleet.  The  Engliih  officers 
faid  at  Cadiz,  that  he  had  done  what  man 
could  do  with  regard  to  keeping  in  the 
French ;  and  if  the  cvtnt  did  not  anfvvcr 
his  expe£tations,  fortune  was  to  be  blamed, 
not  he.   We  have  no  more  politics  except 

tiie 
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the  talk  of  au  approaching  peace,  which 
fame  perfons  give  out  as  certain.    I  hav^ 
refolved  to  fet  off  the  day  after  tomorrow 
for  Madrid^  fo  that  you  will  receive  no  more 
letters  from  Seville,  but  before  I  leave  this 
place,  I  muft  tell  you  that  it  is  a  fine  town, 
tho*  like  all  other  old  cities,  it  has  its  ftreets 
in  general  too  narrow.   But  I  think  it  wor**' 
thy  of  what  it  has  beeu^  the  capital  of  a 
gpreat  Moorifh  kingdom;  and  I  dare  fay  it 
flourifhed  more  under  Abdclaramo,  than  now 
It  is  become  a  pfovince  to  the  lungs  of 
CaftiUe.  ^  ^ 


LET- 
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# 

CORDOVA)  F£B.  I760* 

1  Have  got  thus  far  on  my  way  to  the 
Spanifli  court.  Nothing,  however,  have  I 
found  particular  in  this  place,  except  the 
cathedral,  which  is,  indeed,  a  xnoft  remark*^ 
able  building.  It  was  anciently  a  Mouiiih 
mofque,  but  from  the  time  of  the  Africans 
being  driven  out  of  Spain  has  been  converted 
into  a  church.  It  is  fupported  as  they  fay 
by  three  hundred  and  iixty^five  columns,  as 
many  as  there  are  days  in  the  year,  and  is 
upon  the  whole  one  of  the  moft  curious 
buildings  I  ever  faw.  It  is  extremely  fpacious, 
but  its  height  \i  very  inconiiderable,  tho*  aid* 
ed  at  certain  fpaces  by  Ikylights,  which,  I 
think,  are  the  only  windows.  When  you 
are  in  the  middle,  you  dlfcover  nothing  but 
thit  wood  of  columns  unterminated  by  any 

walls. 
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walls,  which  has  a  curious  efFe£t.  I  think 
there  is  nothing  elfe  worthy  to  be  feen  at . 
Cordova,  without  it  is  the  king's  ftables, 
which  for  a  monarch  are  but  indifferent. 
The  royal  breed  of  horfes,  indeed,  is  only 
here,  but  thofe  that  turn  out  beft,  as  foon  as  • 
they  are  managed,  ire  feilt  to  Madrid. 
Cordova  is  three  days  journey  upon  my  way 
thither,  and  to  give  you  a  defer iption  of  that 
journey  in  order,  I  will  carry  you  back  to 
Seville,  and  begin  with  my  fetting  out^  from 
thence* 

I  left  Seville  the  day  before  yefterday,  at 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning*  I  was  to 
overtake  three  otlierchaifesupon  the  road,  two 
of  whlcli  were  filled  with  Carthufiaa  friars, 
who  were,  likewife,  going  to  Madrid,  and 
the  third  with  an  original,  who  called  him- 
felf  one  of  the  fenators  of  Seville*  He  had 
been  with  me  a  couple  of  days  before,  when 
be  entered  my  room  with  his  flopped  hat, 
and  Spanifli  cloak,  and  told  me  his  (^uaJity,anJ 

that 
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that  having  heard  I  was  going  to  Miidrid^ 
he  (hould  be  very  proud  of  my  company.  1 
could  not  refufc  him,  tho'  I  am  not  a  friend 
to  chance  companions,  however  I  thought  it 
at  leaft  the  wifeit  way  to  .iform  niyiclt  a 
little  who  he  was,  and  where  he  lived.  The 
queftions  I  underhand  endeavoured  to  make 
for  that  purpoie  were  the  caufe  of  his  invit- 
iag  me  to  dinner  the  next  day,  which  I  ac- 
cepted as  the  fureft  method  of  gaining  fuffi- 
cient  intelligence.  After  having  agreed  jap- 
on  hiring  two  chaifes^  one  for  ourfelves,  and 
the  other  for  our  fervants,  we  feparated. 
Upon  repairing  to  his  houfe  to  dinner  the 
next  day,  he  met  me  at  the  itair  liead,  and 
with  much  ceremony  conduced  me  into  his 
ftudy.  Scattered  upon  a  great  table  lay 
many  dirty  papers,  and  upon  the  (helves 
round  the  room  were  diftributed  many  mufty 
looking  books.  Tlie  owner  of  this  furniture 
made  me  fit  down  in  a  chair,  which  upon 
occafion  might  ferve  for  a  pulpit  by  turning 
the  back  towards  you«  After  placing  him* 
Vol.  II.  G  felt 
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ieif  in  a  fimilar  machine,  he  with  fu* 
periar  majefty  began  to  tell  me  how  great  a 
man  he  was.  He  ihewed  me  fifty  letters, 
which  he  had  for  diiferentpei  iuns  ut  Madrid, 
and  one  among  the  icil  for  the  duke  of  Alva, 
and  he  feemed  to  plume  himfeif  much  when 
he  ihewed  it  me,  as  if  he  was  not  a  little 
proud  of  having  iuch  a  letter  of  recommen- 
dation. He  then  laid  he  would  fhew  me  his 
houk  as  well  as  his  letters,  and  accordingly 
led  me  through  many  apartments  richly  fiir- 
nilhed  with  old,  dirty,  tarnifhed  damaiks  and 
other  things  of  that  kind.  As  he  pretended 
to  be  learned  in  the  law,  our  converfation 
rolled  upon  that  fubjeft,  in  which  he  at- 
tempted to  fliew  his  erudition.  He  talked 
greatly  of  the  efykeya  or  interpretation  of 
laws.  From  thence  he  fcanfed  away  to  con- 
tracts, the  feveral  modes  of  which  he  laid 
no  perfon  had  ever  yet  diflmguiflied  fo  per- 
fectly as  lumfelf.  He  told  me  he  had  writ- 
ten feveral  books,  and  fome  pieces  of  poetry, 
and,  1  believe,  he  might  have  run  on  for 

ever. 
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fever,  if  a  maid  had  not  informed  us  dinnet 
was  upon  table. 

This  agreeable  interruption  caufed  us  to 
walk  into  the  next  room»  where  there  was 
a  little  table  with  two  chairs,  and  a  difli  of 
foup  iu  the  middle  attended  on  the  fides  by 
one  of  boiled  apples  and  another  of  pomegra- 
nate jelly.  After  the  foup  in  came  the  olio» 
or  as  the  Spaniards  write  it  oUa,  which  is 
merely  a  Spaniih  term  for  boiled  meat,  that 
word  figuitying  a  pot,  cofUinens  pro  conimio. 
Wc  liavc  aii  odd  iJca  of  a  Spanlfh  oUo,  as 
being  a  made^^up  difh  Compofed  of  a  thou^ 
fand  different  forts  of  meat,  and  peculiar  to 
the  nation*  They  do,  indeed,  often  mix 
different  kinds  of  meat  together,  and  always 
fat  of  bacon  with  whatever  other  flefli  they 
put  into  it,  but  then  every  thing  is  merely 
pbin  boiled*  Theo/Zti  podrida^  or  rotten  olio,  is, 
indeed,  made  up  of  game  and  richer  materials 
ftewed  together,  I  think,  and  is,  I  believe, 
the  di(h  we  mean  when  we  make  ufe  of  that 

G  %  name. 
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name.  Indeed  the  chief  of  Spanifli  coijkcry 
confifts  in  boiluig  or  ftewhig,  for  as  the  com* 
men  pe(ii  Ic  in  thcfe  parts  have  few  fpits  and 
no  jacks,  they  rarely  have  any  road  meat, 
.  and  when  they  have  jt  is  turned  by  hand  or 
by  a  dog.  Nor  do  they  much  uiiJeiftand 
fauces.  SafFron'and  honey  is  what  they  gene- 
rally  put  to  moft  things;  fafFron  to  their 
meats,  and  honey  to  their  paftry.  They  are 
befides  very  fond  of  a  fruit  called  tomalesf 
which  they  uiafli,  and  eat  with  a  number  of 
things.  We  have  fome  in  England,  wlicrc 
they  go  hy  the  name  of  love-apples. 


LET- 
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I 

y£ILEK>  FEB.  10,  I760. 

m 

I  Am  now  in  an  humble  cot  belonging  to 
the  little  village,  of  which  you  fee  the 
name  in  my  date*  The  inn  was  full.  We 
were  forced  to  be  quartered  like  foldiers. 
But  to  bring  you  here  hi  due  hiftorical 
order,  I  muft  reaflume  the  thread  of  my 
narration  from  where  I  left  off  in  my  laft 
paper.  Senor  Don  Ferdinand,  the  fenator 
of  Seville,  and  myfelf  were  iitting  at  diuuer 
together.  Tlie  defert  was  at  length  fei-ved 
up,  which  confifted  in  different  forts  of 
liquid  fweetmeats,  and  confe£tionary  goods, 
pf  which  the  Spaniards  eat  a  great  quantity. 
The  wine  we  drank  was  a  fourilh  white 
wine,  which  Don  Ferdinand  faid  grew  in 
one  of  his  vineyards,  qualifying  it  with  the  - 
title  of  moft  excellent,  tho*  to  my  tafte 

G  3  hardly 
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hardly  drinkable.    The  Spaniards  drink  very- 
little  good  wine.    They  lead  the  bell  to  us. 
Indeed,  Seville  produces  none  remarkably 
good.  The  inhabitants  who  defire  any  toler^ 
able  liquor^  always  fend  tQ  Sherries^  or  Xeres. 
The  Spaniflx  afterrdinner  dram  or  li<jueur 
concluded  our  repaft.     Upon  our  getting  ■ 
up  from  table,  we  took  leave  of  each  other  ;  i 
ibr  you  know  the  cuftom  of  fleeping  does  ! 
,    not  permit  the  exer^ife  of  that  convivial  « 
diicourfe  (b  agreeable  to  a  3riton  after  his 
meals.    We  appointed  to  meet  in  the  mornr 
ingata  place,  about  a  mile  out  of  town, 
called  the  crofs  in  the  fields  (la  cruz  del 
campo).    We  were  to  appear  in  our  refpec^ 
tive  chaifes,  and  the  firft  comer  to  wait  for 
the  other. 

The  morning,  Tuefday  the  5  th  of  February , 
now  dawned.  After  having  drefled  myfelf, 
and  every  thing  being  packed  up,  with  my 
f:haife  at  the  door,  a  tumult  at  the  um  I  laid  at, 
tp  fet  off  with  more  couvenience,  made  me  go 

out  ' 
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out  of  my  room,  and  look  over  the  balluftrades 
of  the  gallery.  You  have  ieen  Englifh  inns 
built  in  this  manner,  with  a  gallery  round 
a  court.  The  caufe  of  this  confuiion  was  a 
conilable  and  fome  alguazrlls  coming  to  take 
up  the  mafter  of  the  houfc.  The  reafon 
of  this  arreft,  as  well  as  the  fliort  time  I 
ftayed  at  Seville  afterwards  would  permit 
me  to  learn,  was,  there  being  a  law,  that  no 
perfon  can  fell  any  market  goods  before 
fuch  an  hour  in  the  morning,  I  think  it 
is  feven  o'clock.  At  that  hour  the  affiftants, 
or,  as  we  might  call  them,  the  mayor*s 
officers,  come  into  the  market,  and  fet  a 
price  upon  every  thing.  The  intention  is  to 
hinder  impofition  or  foreftalling,  which  efr 
fc£t  it  ill  fome  meaiure  undoubtedly  lias. 
Whether  in  other  refpefts  it  may  npt  be 
prejudicial  to  trade  by  checking  people  in 
bringing  their  conmiodities  to  fale,  is  what 
1  do  not  know.  Be  it  as  it  may,  the  land- 
lord went  out  early  in  the  morniug,  and 
bought  a  (quantity  of  fifh,  it  being  meager 

G  4  day, 
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day,  before  the  allowed  time  for  felling. 
The  conftables,  upon  information^  took  up 
the  fellers,  and  were  now  come  to  ouf 
tavern  for  Senor  Antonio,  my  landlord,  as 
the  buyer.  The  aifair,  indeed,  was  not  of 
great  confcquence,  for  offenders  convicted 
are  only  liable  to  a  pecuniary  penalty; 
however,  it  retarded  me  a  confiderable  time, 
as  I  could  get  nobody  to  make  out  my  bill. 
At  length  mine  boft  returned,  and  told  us  he 
had  finifhcd  the  aftair  pretty  well. 

Havmg  finally  fettled  every  thing,  my 
chaife  drove  on  to  the  Cruz  del  campo,  the 

place  of  rendezvous  with  Don  Ferdinand. 
Upon  our  arrival  there,  nothing  was  to  be. 
feen  but  a  countryman,  whom  lie  had  order- 
ed to  wait,  and  who  told  us  the  gentleman 
had  ftayed  a  long  time,  but  was  juft  gone 
on.  We  overtook  him  in  about  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  and  proceeded  together  to 
tliu  vciua  or  couiitry  inn  of  Pedro  DomiagQ, 

the  place  where  I  had  before  dined  upon 

my 
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Eoy  expedition  to  Palma.  As  far  as  Ecija 
was  the  fame  road  1  have  already  conducted 
you  ill  my  fummer*s  excurfioii  to  Cabral. 
Upon  our  entering  the  inn  of  Pedro  Do-? 
nilngo,  we  found  the  Carthufian  friars 
(whom  I  have  before  told  you,  a3  well  as 
ouiiclvc:>,  wcic  ^oiiig  to  MaUiid,)  already  at 
lliiiner.  Their  order  is  one  of  the  ftrifteft 
among  the  Roman  catholics.  They  never' 
tafte  any  meat,  and  when  they  are  in  their 
convents  are  allowed  to  fpeak  to  each  other 
but  two  days  ia  tlie  week.  They  are  obliged 
to  pafs  the  reft  of  their  life  in  their  refpec- 
tlve  cells  in  a  melancholy  folitude.  They 
have,  however,  a  little  garden  generally 
jidjoining,  where  they  work  for  diverfiou. 
and  cxcrcife.  Their  drels  is  a  white  habit, 
^ind  as  their  beards  grow  to  their  full  lengthy 
they  make  a  venerable  appearance. 


LET- 
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■ 

WEATO  DE  LAPICEi  tSB.  14,  1760* 

I  Am  now  only  three  days  journey  from 

Madrid^  but  not  to  anticipate,  I  will  continue 

xny  uarration. 

We  were  talking  of  the  Carthufians* 
Tho*  allowed  to  eat  only  meager,  they  had 
taken  care  to  provide  themfelves  with  fuch 
excellent  fifh,  that  their  dmner  in^nitely 
furpaflcd  ours  of  meat.  They  had  got, 
likewife,  the  only  room  in  the  houfc,  which 
obliged  Don  Ferdinand  and  myfelf  to  take 
up  with  the  kitchen.  We  had  by  this  the 
^  advantage  of  the  kitchen  fire,  which  was 
not  to  be  defpifed  in  fo  cold  a  day.  The 
north  wind  had  coutiuually  cut  us  in  the 
face  all  the  way  from  Seville*  As  the  air 
is  very  penetrating  in  thefe  climates,  I  think 

it 
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it  renders  the  cold  almoft  as  fenfible  as  in 
England,  and  they  have  not  the  fame  pre* 
parations  againft  it.    The  eatire  waiit  of 
chimiieyg,  aiid  the  airy  manner  of  building 
their  houfes  greatly  increafe  the  natural  rigor 
of  the  weather*  The  conful  of  Cadiz  has  got 
a  chimney,  and  one  or  two  foreigners  beiideSy 
but  it  is  very  difficult  to  be  had.   In  my 
latter  lodgings  at  Port  St,  Mary's,  as  I  did 
iiot  then  think  of  leaving  tlicm  fo  foon  as 
your  late  letters  have  determined  me,  I 
would  have  built  a  chimney  at  my  own 
expence,  if  the  maifer  of  the  houie  would 
have  permitted  it.    The  expexice,  indeed, 
would  nut  have  been  much,  but  the  good 
old  gentleman  would  by  no  means  fufier  his 
room  to  be  fo  deformed,  as  he  expreffed  it. 
No,  fays  he,  wrapt  up  in  a  little  night 
gown,  I  will  not  have  any  of  thefe  French 
**  cliimneys  in  my  huufe,  uo,  that  I  wonU.^* 
Then  making  up  in  a  bundle  the  folds  of 
his  night  gown,  away  he  trundled,  nor  have 
I  feen  him  from  that  time  (o  this,  and  pro- 
bably never  ihall  again,  A$ 


io8        LETTERS  FROM 

As  Toon  as  Don  Ferdinand  and  I  had  con- 
eluded  our  dinner^  we  balked  ourfelves  a 
little  in  the  fun  upon  a  bench  at  the  door* 
The  Spaniards  call  this   bright  lucmaary 
their  faggot,  and,  indeed,  it  has  great  force 
even  In  the  middle  of  the  winter,  when 
you  may  fee  hundreds  of  Spaniards  ranged 
under  a  fouthern  wall  to  enjoy  its  heat* 
But  this  does  not  hinder  an  excels  of  cold 
to  a  per  Ion,  who  does  not  chufe  that  public 
method  of  warming  himielf.   As  foon  a$ 
we  were  feated,  Don  Ferdinand  pulled  a 
roll  of  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  which  he 
•  *  told  me  was  a  fcheme  for  removing  fome 
of  the  obftruftions  in  the  river  Guadalquivir, 
and  to  hinder  it  from  damaging  Seville, 
which  has  been  often  feared,  when  overfwolQ 
by  \vinter  rains.    I  thouglit  thefe  projeding 
fchemcb  did  not  fcem  perfectly  to  coincide 
with  the  great  knowledge  of  the  law  he  had 
bragged  of  before,  but  as  I  now  know  a 
little  of  tlie  Audalufiaa  character,  fo  pomn 
pous  and  buailing  in  every  thing,  1  was  the 

Icfs 
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lefs  lurprlzed  at  it.    The  friars  and  our 
chaifes  being  ready,  we  proceeded  to  Gar- 
mona.  Soon  after  our  arrival,  two  coaches  and 
fix  entered  the  inn.   They  were  going  to 
Madrid,  and  one  contained  a  Spaniih  oificer 
of  marines,  with  his  lady  and  family ;  the 
other  a  French  fea  officer  and  his  fervant. 
By  good  luck,  there  was  plenty  of  rooms, 
and  every  perlbn  had  his  apartment*  How- 
ever,  we  ail  went  and  fpent  our  time  m  the 
room  of  the  Spanilh  officer's  lady,  who  was  a 
pretty  woman,  in  order  to  entertain  her  with 
our  agrceaik '  converfation  ;  for  in  Spanilh 
inns  all  the  company  get  together,  as  repre- 
fented  in  Don  Quixote*    Early  in  the  morn* 
ing  we  renewed  our  journey,  and  upon  our  ' 
coming  out  oi  the  town  of  Carmona,  were 
all  obliged  to  difmount  upon  account  of  the 
fteep  defcent  that  goes  down  to  the  valley, . 
which  I  have  already  made  you  acquainted 
with  in  my  two  fummer  excurfions.  The 
chaifes  went  a  round-about  way,  but  lefs 
fteep,   wbilft  we  almoll  broke  our  necks 

the 
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'  the  fhorteft,  as  it  was  not  yet  day^  and  die 
declivity  did  not  want  a  great  many  degrees 
of  being  perpendicular  to  the  horizon*  This 
added  to  the  ruggednefs  and  ilouynefs  of  tiic 
placcy  made  us  ready  to  tumble  every  minute* 
At  laft  we  got  the  bottom^  and  remounted 
our  vehicles*     Don  Ferdinand  here  tired 
me  with  his  ignorant  couverfation  of  the 
French  marching  an  army  into  England 
through  Flaiiders.    Upon  my  objeding  its 
.being  an  ifland>  he  replied,    tb^t  he  knew 
*^  it  was^  and  that  England  was  on  one 
iide  of  the  Thames,  and  Holland  on  the 
other,"    I  turned  the  converfation  to 
Spain,  and  away  he  flew  out  into  enco- 
miums upon  his  native  country.    A  Turk 
might  have  imagined  that  the  ibuls  in  his 
Mahomet's  paradife   breathed  Iberian  air. 
At  lail,  however,  the  inn  between  Carmona 
and  Ecija  delivered  me  from  his  difagreeable 
company,  and  his  going  with  the  French 
officer  afterwards    faved  me   froiu   it  in 
Ibme  meafure  the  reft  of  the  journey. 

LET- 
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I  Arrived  here  to  day  about  three  o'clock^ 

but  tho'  my  perfon  is  at  Madrid,  you  muft 
have  fome  patience  before  my  narration  gets 
thither.  You  aic  as  yet  oaly  at  the  inn 
half  way  between  Carmona  and  Ecija.  To 
this  latter  place  we  got  in  the  evening  and  put 
up  at  the  fame  Inn  I  had  been  at  before  In 
the  fummer,  facing  a  gigantic  ftatue  of  St^ 
Chrilloplier.  There  were  but  two  rooms 
for  us  in  it.  The  marine  officer  In  the  king 
of  Spain's  fervice,  with  his  lady,  nurie  and 
child  were  In  one,  and  the  Frenchman,  Don 

Ferdinand  and  myfelf  were  jumbled  into  the 
other.  We  three  meffed  together,  and  hav- 
ing got  a  guitane  after  fupper  Don  Jofeph, 
Don  Ferdlnand*$  lervant  drummed  upon  It, 
and  fet  us  to  dancing  a  little*   You  may 

think 
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think  it  odd  to  hear  me  give  the  Don  to  a  fer^ 
v^ntf  but  it  is  a  title  that  every  perfon  tak^s 
upon  them  in  Spain,  except  thofe  who  are 
immediately  in  your  own  fervice.  The 
guitarre  no  fooner  founded  than,  drawn  by 
its  melodious  tone,  Don  Nicholas  the  Spa- 
.  aim  officer,  with  niadame  and  her  nurfe  en- 

♦ 

tered  the  room.  Our  Frenchman  too,  the* 
already  flipped  into  bed,  half  drefl'ed  hlmfelf, 
and  appeared  among  the  dancers.  Minuets 
being  Bnilhed,  which  Don  Ferdinand  danced 
with  his  toes  moft  exceiUvely  turned  out, 
fequidillas  and  fandangos  came  upon  the 
tapis.  As  I  defpair  of  giving  you  any  equi* 
valent  idea  of  thefe  Spanifh  dances,  I  will 
pafs  them  over  in  fdence,  except  that  I  will 
tell  you  a  ftory  concerning  the  fandango. 
The  indecency  of  this  dance  having  fp  read  as 
far  as  Italy,  the  pope  and  cardinals  were  very 
'defirous  of  prohibiting  it.  The  news  no 
fooner  reached  Madrid  than  the  following 
uiterlude  is  fald  to  have  been  reprLicuted 

there.   Upon  the  curtain's  drawing  up  the 

* 

pope 
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ipopi  with  the  whole  college  of  cardinals 
were  diicovered  fitting  in  coniiilory  together. 
The  fubjcct  of  their  debate  was  whether  the 
dance  in  queftion  ought  to  be  prohibited  or 
not   One  of  the  cardinals  who  fevored  it 
aroie,  and  after  fpeaking  much  in  its  praiie^ 
faid  that  the  holy  college  could  not  form  a 
joft  idea  of  its  merit  without  they  faw  it  re* 
preiented.    He  then  called  in  Tome  dancers, 
whom  he  had  prepared  on  purpofe,  and  who 
began  exhibiting  the  fandango  with  all  ica 
luxnriancy  of  motion.    The  cardinal  pro** 
tedor,  upon  beholding  the  much  beloved  atti* 
tudes  reprefented  before  his  eyes,  could  not 
at  length  contain  from  leaving  his  feat  and 
joining  In  the  band.   He  was  fliortly  after 
followed  by  another  of  the  cardinals  and 
then  by  another  and  another,  till  at  length 
the  whole  college  had  joined  iii  the  bewitch- 
ing dance.    The  pope  alone  ftill  retained  his 
feat,  tho'  with  viiible  jirks  and  uneafinefs, 
till  at  length,  burfting  from  his  throne,  he 
mingled  with  the  joyful  allembly,  and  by  his. 
Vol.  !!•  H  example 
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example  fandliiied  the.  dance,  which  we  were 
now  beholding  ia  our  room  at  Ecija.  At 
length  being  fuiBciently  tired,  and  the  clock 
having  ftruck  eleven,  a  late  hour  to  be  fitting 
up  in  thefe  cold  houfes,  we  each  retired  to 
our  refpedtive  beds,  I  cannot  fay  rooms^  for 
you  know  we  had  but  two  between  us,  and 
with  the  fervants  we  were  feven  m  ours. 
However,  as  the  weather  was  cold,  fuch  a 
number  fnoring  in  one  place  was  not  difa- 
greeable.   Their  breaths  ferved  to  mitigate 
the  keennefs  of  the  frelh  air  that  came  in  at 
the  crannies  of  the  doors  and  windows,  fome 
of  which  were  big  enough  to  put  your  head 
through.  We  all  lay  upon  mattrefles brought 
with  us  and  extended  upon  the  ground.  We 
dined  the  next  day  at  a  place  called  La  Pa- 
rilla,  from  whence  I  got  very  late  in  the 
evening  to  Cordova.  The^caufe  of  our  delay 
was  partly  occafioned  by  the  roads,  and 

■ 

partly  by  one  of  the  mules  in  Don  Ferdi** 

nand's  equipage  (which  he  had  abandoned 
to  his  fervant  upon  eulermg  the  Frenchman's 

coachj^ 
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eoach>  iuto  which  he  had  intruded)  being 
feized  with  that  fort  of  choUc  fo  fatal  to 
hories.  They  afcribed  the  caufe  to  fome 
hard  water  he  had  drunk  at  the  inn,  but 
whatever  was  the  caufe  I  am  fure  the  efied 
wa3  terrible.  1  thought  the  poililion  would 
have  broken  his  neck  in  riding  him,  till  at 
length  he  was  wife  enough  to  difmount,  and 
by  force  of  whipping  and  beating  got  the 
poor  beaft  on  about  half  a  league^  He  here 
grew.fo  bad  that  they  were  obliged  to  take 
him  off  from  the  chaife,  and  we  put  a  man 
who  was  on  foot  along  with  us  upon  hlni,  to 
fpur  and  gallop  him  as  faft  as  he  could  up 
to  the  coaches,  who  were  £ar  before  us,  to 
defire  them  to  lend  us  a  mule,  or  we  could 
not  get  on.  It  was  imagined  the  making 
the  poor  animal  gallop  might  be  of  fervice  to 
him.  As  the  roads  were  now  very  deep,  we 
were  often  forced  to  lend  our  companions  a 
mule  to  aflift  them,  tho'  ours  had  fufficieot 
work  to  get  the  chaife  with  my  heavy  bag- 
gage through  the  mire.    At  laft,  however, 

H  z  .by 
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by  our  walking  on  foot  In  the  dirt,  our 
chaifes  were  dragged  through  a  clay  valley, 
and  the  roaJj  began  to  be  a  little  better.  The 
coaches^  whom  the  man  with  his  (ick  mule 
had  overtaken^  were  fo  good  to  fend  us  one 
of  their  cattle,  or  elfe,  I  believe,  we  ihould 
never  have  got  to  Cordova  at  all.  As  for  the 
poor  beaft  Ihc  was  upon  her  return  in  the 
agonies  of  death.  At  laft  flie  threw  herfelf 
upon  the  ground,  kicked  up  her  heels  in  the 
air,  gave  a  groan,  aiid  breathed  her  lail. 

She  died  by  a  ]>uiliag  ftream  under  the 
fhade  of  a  few  aquatic  trees,  not  far  from  a 
little  bridge  we  had  paiied  over,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  valley  of  mud,  where  the- 
auxiliary  mule  had  joined  us,  which  was  juft 
when  we  had  Icail  occafion  for  her  fervice, 
1  mean  for  fome  time,  for  about  a  league 
from  Cordova  the  roads  began  to  grow  lb 
excellively  bad,  that  to  tell  you  the  truth  I 
defpaired  of  ever  getting  there,  and,  indeed^ 
it  was  two  hums  aitci  dark  before  we  did. 

But 
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But  to  neturn  a  little  to  the  {fot  where  Don 
Ferdinand^s  poor  mule  expired*  Stretched 
on  the  cold  earth  ihe  lay.  At  fight  of  fo 
melancholy  a  fpedacle,  the  pofliiion,  once 
her  maftcr,  with  tears  running  from  his  eyes^ 
threw  himfelf  hito  a  fit  of  defpair  befide 
her.  The  murmurmg  brook  re-echoed  to 
his  fighs.       Ah  !'*  lays  Jie,     poor  beaft, 

that  hall  carried  me  fo  many  a  mile,  who 

could  have  thought  thou  woukicil  have 
"  died  fo  fuddeuly  V*  But  pity  began  to 
give  way  to  rage*  "  May  all  the  devils  that 
<^  reign  in  bell^  continues  he^  carry  away 

the  water^  the  ilraw,  the  barley,  the  inn, 
*'  the  inn^keeper  and  all.**  N.  B.  Spanifli 
horfcs  live  upon  chopped  ftraw,  and  when 
they  have  a  mind  to  feed  them  well  they^ 
give  them  barley,  but  never^oats.  I  believe 
they  have  none  in  the  country.  After  the 
poUilion's  raging  fit  had  vented  itfelf,  pity 
once  more  ii^finuated  itfclf  <  into  his  bofom. 
He  had  got  up  in  his  paffion,  but  his  eye  glan-* 
cing  cafuall^  upon  the  poor  extended  ani» 

H  3  m4 
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mal  renewed  thofe  foft,  but  more  melancholy 
ideas,  which  had  beibre  reigned  iu  his  bread. 
Overwhelmed  with  excefs  of  grief,  he  fat 
himfelf  down  a  fecond  time  upon  the  earth,  a 
lilent  tear  trickling  from  his  cheek»  But  you 
muft  not  imagine  that  this  grief  was  entirely 
for  his  friend  and  companion  the  mule.  The 
thought  of  what  the  real  mafter  of  the  beaft 
would  fay,  when  he  returned  to  Seville,  for 
he  was  only  a  fellow  hired  by  him,  was  the 
caufe  of  at  ieaft  a  third  part  of  his  uneafinefs. 
But  we  comforted  him  under  this  doleful 
cataflrophe  as  well  as  we  could.  We  told 
him  that  mules  were  made  to  die,  that  fuch 

m 

accidents  could  not  be  blamed  by  mailers,  in 
fhort,  heartened  him  ib  much,  that  we^  got 
him  to  come  along  with  us,  tho*  with  much 
difficulty,  and  leave  the  carcafe  of  his  ber: 
loved  mule  a  prey  to  the  wolve^. 


I.  E  T. 
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i  E  T  T  B  R  XXVI. 

MADRID,  FEB.  1759* 

After  having  perfuaded  the  affliaed 
poftilion  to  abandon  the  carcafe  of  his  inule^ 
we  continued  our  journey  towards  Cordova, 
tho'  very  (lowly  upon  account  of  the  latter 

league  being  exceliivcly  bad  roadf  The 
chaifcs  were  perpetually  ftlcking  In  the 
mud,  and  the  ppftilions  were  forced  recipro- 
cally to  take  the  mules  off  from  one  chaife 
to  help  the  other ;  and  even  with  that,  and 
our  oicexi  dcfcending  into  the  mire,  we  had 
difficulty  to  get  aioug.  What  little  I  flayed 
in  my  equipage,  I  was  in  perpetual  fear  of 
being  overturned,  till,  at  laft,  the  lights 
from  Cordova  afforded  me  Ibme  confolatioiv 
We  at  length  entered  the  town,  and  arrived 
unhurt  to  the  inn.  Don  Ferdinand  was 
)iere  fomcthiag  puzzled  about  the  death  of 

H  4  his. 
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his  mule,  but  as  there  were  two  places 

vacant  iii  the  Freuchman's  coach  tor  hiiii-- 
fclf  aad  feryant  Don  Jofeph,  matters  were  * 
adjufted  that  the  phaife  (hpuld  return  with 
the  iingle  mule  to  Seville,  ai>d  he  and  Pon 
Jofeph  accompany  the  Frenchman  and  his 
fervant.  You  muft  know,  however,  that^i 
although  the  young  officer  could  not  out 
of  common  polltenefs  refute  the  company 

4  • 

of  Don  Ferdinand  and  his  attendant,  he 
was  very  far  from  being  pleafed  with  the 
former.  Not  was  the  Spaniard  better  fatifr 
fied  with  hipa,  Th?  French,  by  bragging 
of  their  own  nation  y  and  piling  the  counr 
try  of  otlicrs  a  dunghill  to  their  faces,  ^ill 
in  general  difpleafc  all  foreigners ;  but  they 
muft  more  particularly  irritate  an  inhabitant 
of  thefe  parts,  whpfe  want  of  knowledge 
concerning  other  kingdoms  often  makes 
.  him  41pw  npthing  to  be  eftimable  beyond 
the  Pyrenees.  It  was  fuch  a  trifle  as  this 
which  firft  awoke  a  dlfagreement,  that  after- 
wards Jbroke  out  into  a  (quarrel.    But  the 

ties 
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pes  of  civility  were  ftrong  enough  as  yet  tQ 
keep  up  an  amicable  appearance  between 
the  two  jarruig  parties.  The  next  morn* 
iagy  having  but  a  Uttle  journey,  tho* 
as  they  fold  bad  roads^  we  did  nqt  fet  out 
tUl  eleven  o'clock.  But  the  principal  reafon 
of  our  delaying  {o  lon^  our  departure,  was 
the  inclination  we  had  of  feeing  the  city  of 
Cordova.   To  put  pur  deiire  into  execution 

mm 

we  Tallied  forth.  I  have  already  told  you 
what  a  curious  building  the  cathedral  is. 
From  thence  we  went  to  the  king's  ftables 
to  fee  his  horfes,  which  he  breeds  there,  and 
lome  of  them  are  yery  hue.  Upon  being 
returned  to  the  inn,  and  findiqg  every  thing 
ready,  we  fet  out.  We  lay  that  night  at  a 
miferaUe  place  called  Carpip.  The  next 
morning  the  roads  AiU  continued  bad  to 
the  place  where  we  were  to  dine.  The 
name  of  it  was  Aldea,  or  ibe  village.  Tho' 
we  arrived  there  at  dinner,  we  proceeded 
no  further  that  night,  as  the  poftilions 
wanted  to  reft  their  mule^  after  the  bad 

roads. 
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roads.  In  the  mean  time  Don  Ferdinand 
was  moft  particularly  civil  to  me.  His 
ctvility,  indeed,  arofe  from  the  quarrel  1)0- 

tween  Ixim  and  the  Frenchman  gathering 
every  day  more  to  a  crifis.  This  latter 
perfon  and  myfelf  after  dinner  took  a  folitary 
walk  in  the  country.  We  held  a  t^te  a  t^e 
converfation  for  near  four  hours.  He  com- 
plained greatly  of  the  ftupidity  of  Don 
Ferdinand,  and  of  his  and  liis  Ici  v  ant's  con- 
tinually fmbaking  tobacco  in  the  coach,  and 
of  a  thoufapd  other  things;  in  Ihort,  the 
French  and  Spaniards  cannot  agree  together. 
The  common  Audalufians  imoke,  1  think, 
almqil  as  much  as  the  Dutch,  but  not 
through  pipes,  as  they  have  little  bits  of 
tobacco  rolled  up  on  purpofe,  which  they 
C2\!i  Jigarros.  Politics,  likewife,  •  were  part^ 
of  the  entertainment  of  the  French,  olficer 
and  myfelf.  As  he  was  excellivcly  moderate 
upon  that  head,  we  ventuitd  to  talk  upon 
all  forts  of  fubj^cts.  I  wanted  him  -to  ex- 
plain two  things,  but  he  did  neither  entirely 

to. 
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to  my  fatisfaflion.  The  firft  was,  how  the  - 
'Toulon  fleet,  on  which  he  was  aboard,  came 
to  feparate ;  for  you  know  eight  fliips  eui 
tered  into  Cadiz,  and  the  other  feven  re* 
mained  with  M.  La  Clue,  who  it  is  ima* 
^iacd,  and,  I  believe,  with  tolerable  cer- 
tainty,  was  going  to  Breft.  He  faid  that  all 
he  could  inform  me  concerning  that  matter 
yrzSj  that  he  was  ^n  the  divifion  that  entered, 
into  Cadiz ;  that  upon  their  fj^^^^^g  them* 
felyes  feparajed  from  the  reft  of  tjip  fleet, 
the^^,  in  couicc^uciicc  of  their  orders  to  be 
opened  in  cale  of  a  feparation  near  the 
Streights,  went  to  Cadiz.  The  fecond  dif- 
ficulty I  fiarted  was,  how  the  Engliih  fleet 
could  get  up  >vith  ^a  Clue^s .  divifion  in  fo 
fliort  a  time ;  for  you  know  at  break  of  day 
they  were  the  whole  breadth  of  the  hoiizoa 
afunder,  and  at  one  o*clock  the  Englifti 
joined  them.  He  folved  it  by  faying  that 
the  Trench  ieeing  only  feven  ihips  appear 
at  fir  A,  imagined  they  might  be  their  other 

divifiouj^  which  was  entered  into  Cadiz,  and 

accord- 
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accordingly  flayed  for  them^  till,  perceiving 
their  mifUke  by  the  other  Ihips  advancing, 
it  was  too  late  for  them  to  get  off.  He 
told  me  alfo,  that  when  the  whole  fleet 

entered  the  Streights  together^  they  found 
.  that  the  Gibraltar  frigate  (you  may  imagine 
they  did  not  then  kuqw  her  name,)  had 
dilcovered  them.    He  thinks  it  pofTible  the 
French  might  have  taken  her,  but  M.  La 
Clue  never  made  a  fignal  for  chace.  They 
faw  her  enter  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  they 
obferved  her  falfe  fires,  and  other  fignals  to 
the  garrifbn.   There  were  many  common 
fires  belides  on  the  Barbary  qoaft,  which 
the  French  thought  might  likewife  have 
been  ioaic  advice  to  the  Englifli,  but  cer- 
tainly were  not.    All  thefe  circumftances 
added  to  their  hearing  Bofcawen*s  guns 
aniiyer  the   frigate  from  Gibraltar,  were 
enough  to  put  an  enemy  more  refolute  than 
the  French  common  people  into  diforder. 
And  it  i^  that  <)iforder,  I  believe,  which 
\inriddles  the  w^gle  myftery      thtir  repara- 
tion. 
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tlon.  Thu  French  officer  and  myfelf  talked 
upon  many  other  fubje£ts  equally  interefting 
with  the  palTage  of  the  Toulon  fleet  through 
the  Straights*  He  was  in  the  engagement 
off*  Minorca^  in  which  he  declares  he  did 
not  perceive  any  thing  of  bad  behaviuur  iu 
Byng.  The  French  were  furprized^  how- 
ever, he  faid,  to  fee  him  come  with  ib 
fmaii  a  force.  They  had  thought  them* 
ielv  es  facrificed,  and  expeded  at  lead  twenty 
fliips  of  the  Tine  to  thunder  upon  them, 
iuftead  of  which,  only  thirteen  appeared* 
We  kept  up  thefe  kind  of  difcourfes  as  long 

I 

a&  the  fun  remained  vifihle*  Upon  its  letting 

we  dire<tked  our  ileps  towards  the  inn*  We 
got  there  juft  as  the  Ave  Maria  rung.  The 
Ave  Maria,  you  know,  is  a  bell,  which  every 
church  in  all  good  catholic  countries  tolls 
at  half  an  hour  after  fun^fet,  and  was  called 
by  us  anciently  the  curfew.  Upon  hearing 
the  folemn  founds  that  adds  a  frefh  awe  to 

« 

the  duiky  twilight,  which  reigns  at  this 

lasMf  every  pious  Romanift,  whether  on 

« 

foot, 
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foot,  horfeback,  or  in  a  coach,  ftops  atid 
rehearfes  the  angelical  falutatiout  Ave 
"  Maria,  gratia  plena/*  and  the  reft  of  that 
prayer*  As  foon  as  each  has  dniflied,  croiied 
liimfelf,  and  put  on  hats,  he  continues  the 
bufinefs  he  was  going  about ;  the  mlfer  to 
cheat  his  neighbour ;  the  aflaffin  to  kill  his 
man,  or  whatever  other  occupation  he  was 
engaged  in.  I  will  here  make  an  agronomi- 
cal remark.  You  may  wonder  to  hear  me 
ipeak  of  a  dark  twilight  at  only  half  an  hour 
after  fun-fet.  I  believe  in  England  you 
may  fometimes  fee  to  read  at  leaft  an  hour 
after  the  fun  is  below  the  horizon.  The 
caufe  of  this  is,  I  imagine,  the  fufi's  being 
more  vertical  in  thefe  countries  than  with 
us.  As  he  dcictiKls  more  perpendicularly 
below  the  horizon,  his  perpendicular  defcent 
muft  be  much  quicker  than  where  he  (inks 
more  obliquely.  Now  it  is  fo  very  oblique 
fometimes  in  England,  that  he  does  not  de- 
fcend  all  night  a  fufficicnt  number  of  degrees 
below  the  liurizoalo  c^ufc  more  than  the  dark 

twilight 
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twilight  1  have  been  fpeaUng  to  you  of, 
and  which  in  fouthern  countries  is  you  fee 
at  farthefl  half  an  hour  after  fun-fet.  It 
was  juft  this  light  when  we  returned  to  our 
inn  and  {aid  our  Ave  Maria.  A  little  time 
after  returned  Don  Ferdinand,  Don  Ni* 
choias^  and  ]^is  fair  lady,  who  had  been 
Ukewife  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  a  faunter. 
Our  evening  palled  without  any  thing  very 
particular,  and  the  morning  after  we  arrived 
at  Anduxar  about  eleven  o'clock.  Anduxar 
is  a  town  lituated  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Sierra  Morena,  a  chain  of  mountains,  which, . 
if  you  remember,  I  palled  in  going  from 
Lifton  to  Seville,  and  which  we  were  to 
pafs  a  fecond  time  in  going  from  thence  to 
Madrid.  We  came  at  night  to  a  little  town 
called  Veikn.  I  arrived  there  later  than  the 
reft,  being  almoft  ftuck  in  a  miry  place 
or  two.  As  they  were  In  the  dark,  you 
may  imagine  I  was  ftill  more  fb.  Upon 
coming  to  the  iim,  inftead  of  finding  my 
fellow  travellers  in  poilellion  of  proper 

rooms. 
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rooms,  their  coaches  were  fllll  ftaiidlng  in 
the  ftreet.  The  Cauie  of  this  wa^,  a  number 
of  pafTcTigcrs  from  Grenada,  who  had  got 
to  the  end  of  their  day's  journey  iboner 
than  wc,  and  now  occupied  all  the  rooms 
of  the  inn  with  their  perfons,  and  the  yard 
with  their  equipages.  Don  Nicholas,  Don 
Ferdinand^  and  the  Frenchman,  were  gone 
to  the  corregidor  to  demand  officers  quarters, 
from  giving  whicii  not  even  private  houfes 
are  exempted  in  thefe  countries.  The 
Frenchman  and  Don  Nicholas  had  billets 
which  were  given  them  for  that  purpofe  at 
Cadiz ;  but  Don  Ferdinand  had  nothing  but 
a  good  aiiurance,  and  the  pretence  of  his 
being  a  perfon  in  office.  However,  he  fuc- 
cceded  better  than  the  Frenchman,  as  lie 
got  a  very  good  officer*s  quarters  allotted 
him,  and  the  Frenchman  only  thofe  of  a 
common  foldier.  The  law  which  obliges 
the  people  in  towns  to  receive  into  their 
houfes  the  king's  troops,  is,  I  believe,  com- 
mut  to  all  nations.   But  we  rather  put  a 
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lels  burthen  upon  the  iubjed  than  the 
Spaaifli  government.  Firft  of  all  they  are 
only  publicans  with  us  that  are  obliged  to 
receive  any  peribns^  either  officers  or  foldiers, 
and  then  they  are  only  obliged  to  find  them^ 
I  think,  in  fait,  bread,  and  other  little 
things.  The  reft  they  muft  buy  out  of 
their  pay.  Here,  in  Spain^  the  corregidor 
or  mayor  in  each  town  has  the  liberty  of 
quartering  whom  he  pleafes  upon  what; 
perfons  he  chufes  {  and  they  are  obliged  to 
malutaiii  them,  if  1  miilake  not,  at  tlieir 
own  expence.  The(ie  are  things  which  now 
and  then  make  me  turn  my  thoughts  north- 
ward, and  hail  the  freedom  and  privileges 
of  my  native  country: 


Vol,  Ifc  I  LET- 
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MADRID^  FEB.  l*]6o. 

O  U  R  ambafiador  has  been  very  obliging 
to  me  liiice  I  have  been  in  this  place,  to 
which^  iiowcvci',  I  muil  bring  jou  in  due 
order. 

Don  Nicholas,  Don  Ferdinand  and  the 
Frenchman  being  returned  with  billets  for 
quarters  from  die  corregidor,  we  fct  out  all 
together  to  fee  the  hou(es  that  were  allotted 
us,  I  fay  us  bccaalc  tho'  I  had  no  right  to 
demand  any  quarters,    and,  indeed,  had 
none»  yet  as  the  Frenchman  offered  me  half  ' 
of  his,  1  confidered  myfelf  of  the  party* 
We  went  firft  to  Don  Nicholas's,  which  was  i 
a  tolerably  good  houfe.    Signor  don  Ferdi-  I 
nand's  was  middling.  But  when  we  came  to 
the  habitation  of  the  French  officer,  the 

good 
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good  woman  of  it  told  us  flie  had  no  accom- 
modations but  for  a  common  foldier;  In  faft» 
Ihe  fliewed  us  her  houfe,.  and  miferable 
enough   it  was.     Upon   feeing   this  the 
Frenchman^  who  confidered  it  as  an  iafult 
upon  h  is  nation^  could  no  longer  keep  his 
patience.    He  did  not  fpare  the  Spaniards  in 
the  Icaft.    Twenty  f  -s  were  the  begin- 
ning of  twenty  reviling  fcntences^  which  he 
vented  againft  them.    In  the  mean  time  the 
blood  was  afcendiiig  into  the  cheeks  of  Don 
I  Ferdinand,  who  had  accompanied  us  to  the 
,  houfe,  and  was  by  no  means  a  patient  auditor; 
I  pacified,  however,  matters  in  fome  meafure, 
and  Don  Ferdinandw  as  kind  enough  to  ofler 
us  part  of  his  quarters^    Nothing  elle  hap* 
pcncd  in  the  courfc  of  the  evening  except 
that  Don  Ferdinand  was  fo  tired  of  tlie 
Frenchman,  that  he  went   and  pafied  it 
with  Don  Nicholas*    Nor  was  there  any 
I  love  loft  on  the  Frenchman's   fide.  He 
,  curfed  the  moment  when  he  took  that  droll 
[figure,  as  he  called  Don  Ferdinand,  into  the 

I  2  coach. 
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coach.  Nor  was  his  fervant  Don  Jofeph  more 
favored  than  the  maften  He  faid  he  was  a 
beaftt  a  bear,  a  hog  dtid  all  the  bad  animals  un« 
der  the  fun.  His  fmoaking  in  the  coach  lluck 
mod  at  hearty  but  Andalufian$  and  Dutch- 
men can  not  alter  thehr  nature*  In  tlie  mean 

♦ 

time  we  fat  down  to  fupper,  not  abfolutely 
difconfblate  upon  account  of  Don  Ferdinand^s 
having  deprived  us  of  his  company.  It 

confifted  of  fried  eggs  and  Provence  oil» 
which  we  almoft  lived  uponi  for  after  we 
had  coalumcd  our  original  frefli  prov  ifions^ 
we  could  get  little  elfe  that  was  good  upon 
the  road.  The  young  Frenchman  had 
brought  the  Provence  oil  with  him  from 
Cadi^^  as  Spaniih  oil  is  difagreeable  to  moil 
foreigners  upoi^  account  of  its  firong  tafte. 
This  light  repafl:  finiflicJ»  we  fpread  our 
mattrafles  upon  the  ground  and  retired  to 
reft.  The  next  morning  early  we  refumed 
our  journey.  Our  baiting  place  at  diimer 
was  called  the  venta  de  Baefa^  a  country  inn 
all  alouc  among  the  mountains,  for  w  e  were 

now 
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now  entei]ed  into  the  Sierra  Morena.  It  ex^ 
tends  along  upon  the  borders  of  Audaluiiat 
and  on  the  iide  we  now  were  divides  it  from 
La  Manchat  the  province  in  which  Cervan* 
tes  places  the  birth  of  Don  Quixote*  The 
Frenchman's  coach  broke  down  in  coming 
hither,  which  was  one  caufe  of  paiTing  the 
evening  in  this  folitarj  habitation,  The  other 
was  our  fear  of  being  excluded  a  fecond 
time  from  the  inn  at  night  by  the  Grenada 
party,  who  vrtte  much  before  us.  I>uring 
this  interval  the  coach  was  patched  up  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  able  to  pals  the 
mouiitaliis  to  Elvlfo,  however,  there  was  no 
poflibility  of  its  carrying  any  weight.  As 
Don  Ferdinand  did  not  like  riding»  I  offered 
him  my  chaife,  which  he  accepted,  while  I 
upon  a  mule  accompanied  tiie  Frenchman  in 
the  morning  to  the  veuta  de  la  Miranda, 
where  we  were  to  dine.  We  went  a  differ- 
ent  and  much  fliorter  road  than  the  carriages. 
It  was  a  pleafant  ride  among  the  mountains, 
tho*  part  of  tlie  way  was  by  the  iide  of  a 

I  3      .  little 
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little  brook  amidft  two  hills,  a  place  that 
iecnied  proper  for  the  execution  of  what 
defperate  ideas  my  robbers  might  have  had 
agaliiil:  as ;  however  we  arrived  fate  at  the 
venta  de  la  Mirahda.   The  road  from  hence 
to  the  place  where  we  were  to  lay  that  nighty 
called  Elviio,  was  fo  mountainous,  that  every 
perfpn  was  obliged  to  go  upon  mules,  Doa 
Nicholas's  lady  aud  all,  while  the  coaches 
fcrambled  along  as  well  as  they  could  by 
themfelves*   That  of  the  Frenchman  had 
fet  out  a  long  time  before,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  go  very  llow,  left  the  broken 
axle  tree  ihould  fail  a  fecond  time,  nor  could 
it  be  properly  mended   till  they  came  to 
Eiviib.    After  an  abfiemious   dinner  we 
likewife  fet  out,  mounted  upon  our  feve- 
rai  mules,  and  had  a  very  merry  expedition* 
From  Elvifo  the  next  morning  we  went  to 
diiic  at  Val  de  Penas,  famous  for  a  good  lort 
pf  red  wine,  which  is  the  common  liquor 
drunk  at  I^adrid.    None  of  it,  I  believe, 
was  ever  feen  in  England,  and  I  hardly  think 

(her9 
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there  ever  will,  as  fuch  tedious  land  car- 
riage would  render  it  extremely  expenfive^ 
belides  the '  not  knowing  whether  it  would 
bear  the  fea,  lome  wines  growing  better  and 
others  worfe  for  navigation.  \Vc  lay  at  ^Jan- 
ienares.  It  was  here  an  open  quarrel^broke 
out  between  Don  Ferdinand  and  the  French- 
man, which  ended  in  the  former's  hiring  a 
chaife  for  himieif  and  fervant.  I  took  his 
place  in  the  coach,  which  had  been  mended 
at  Elviib,  and  herefigned  to  mc,  after  taking 
out  his  own  money,  the  common  purfe  he 
held  for  us  as  our  caterer,  profeffing  the 
greateft  friendflilp  for  me,  and  afluring  me 
that  my  not  accompanying  him  in  the  chaife 
caufed  a  double  folitude,  hrft  on  account  of 
his  being  alone,  and  then  for  liis  being  de« 
prived  of  my  coiupaay.  He  afterwards  broke 
out  into  invcdtivcs  againft  the  French  officer, 
and  to  flatter  me,  I  fuppofe,  told  me,  that 
it  ail  the  foidiers  of  the  king  of  France  were 
like  him,  the  king  of  England  need  not  be 
inuch  afraid  of  them.    We  this  moraing  fell 

I  4  m 
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in  with  many  Other  chaifesall  going  toMadrid^ 
'  whkh  gputinucd  to  make  the  iaiqe  ibges  a« 
our felves*  They  feem  to  me  to  travel  much 
in  the  fame  manner  in  Spain  and  Turkey, 
The  chaifes  accomps^^ying  each  other  and 
putting  up  at  the  fame  inns^  of  which,  in^ 
deed,  there  is  generally  but  one  a  piece  for 
every  village^  gives  me  an  imperfe^  idea  of 
a  caravan  from  Aleppo  to  Ifpahan,*  Omu 
numbers  now  caufed  fpme  difficulty  iii  getr 
ting  rooms,  but  we  were  obliged  to  inake 
ihiit.  From  Manfenares  we  dined  at  Villa 
Altat  and  lay  at  Puerto  de  Lapice.  The 
eveuiag  after  we  lay  at  Mpra  \  the  eveuiug 
after  that  at  Ilefca,  and  the  day  afterwards 
'  got  to  Madrid.  As  we  had  entirely  left  the 
mountains  at  Elvifo,  the  road  from  thence 
was  ilatt  and  perfedly  good.  Indeed  the 
greateftpart  of  the  Mancha,  quite  througl^ 
wliicli  province  we  palTcd,  is  a  flattifli  corn 
country,  of  which  there  is  much  in  Spain, 
and  the  coyntry  here  round  Madrid  would  be 
ibmething  like  Cambridgeihire,  if  the  ground 

was 
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was  fertile^  but  m  iom^  places  it  b  fq  verjr 
liarreii  that  hardly  blade  pf  grafs  will  grow* 
We  diaed  tbe«  laft  day  at  Getafe.  jufl  after 
having  croiied  th^  river  Tagus,  which  I 
foimd  very  different  iierc  frqm  what  I  law  it 
at  Liibon^  where  it  feems  to  difdain  the  name 
of  riveri  and  ought  rather  to  be  called  an 
^rm  of  the  iea.  Here  in  gentle  murmurs  it 
excited  rural  ideas.  There  were  likewife  a 
few  tr^s  about  it  juft  m  this  place,  which 
are  very  fcarce  near  Madrid,  and  as  the 
whole  river  was  penned  up  to  fcrve  fbmc 
mills,  theire  was  an  agreeable  waterfall^ 
which  they  make  here  in  a  very  pretty,  tho* 
di&eient  manner  from  what  we  do  in  £ng« 
land,  more  like  w^ter  running  dowa  brokea 
rocks.  There  was  no  bridge  to  pafs  the 
river  at  Getafe.  We  were  obliged  tp  go 
over  it  in  a  ferry.  Indeed  I  think  they  want 
bridges  greatly  in  Spain,  except  at  Madrid. 
They  have  here  two  and  no  water.  The 
faying  made  upon  the  Toledo  bridge,  which 
is  very  fine,  and  which,  I  think,  Philip  the 

fifth 
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fifth  built,  is  that  the  Spaniards  ought  to 
buy  watqr  or  fell  this  bridge.  However,  in 
winter  time  there  is  enough,  but  in  fummer 
the  force  of  their  fun  dries  it  all  away.  The 
water  there  in  winter  goes  by  the  name  of 
the  river  Manfenares,  But  to  bring  you 
witliiii  the  walls  of  MaJiiJ,  the  Ipu'cs  of 
which  we  could  fee  from  Getafe,  and  of 
which  there  are  as  great  a  number  as  I  ever 
beheld  in  any  city.  The  Frenchman  and 
myfelf  took  a  walk  after  dinner  to  contem* 
plate  tills  diftaat  view  of  the  capital  of  New 
Caftille,  and  make  our  obfervations  upon  iu 
It  looked  very  fmall  to  us,  but  as  the 
town  is  circular,  and  (hows  equally  every 
^ay  it  deceives  much  as  to  its  lize. 

As  our  equipages  were  now  ready,  we 
returned,  and  got  into  ours  for  the  laft  time. 
About  half  an  hour  after  four  we  ca^xe  to  the 

Toledo  bridge,  for  tho'  wc  did  not  go  through 
Toledo  the  day  before,  we  paffcd  within  fight 
pf  it,  tjud  were  now  in  the  fame  road.  The 

bridge 
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bridge  gave  us  a  magnificent  idea  of  th^ 
towHi  for  it  is  a  fine  ftruclure,  tho'  nothing 
like  that  of  Weftnuiiftdr.  From  thence  we 
went  through  a  double  row  of  trees  up  to 
rhe  gate,  which  we  entered. 


140       I.ETTERS  F&OM 
LETTER  XXVIII. 

* 

I  Arrived  here  the  17th  of  this  mouth, 
and  after  railing  ipyfelf  a  couple  of  days, 
fet  out  to  make  my  firft  vifit  to  our  ambaffa* 
dor.  Alonfo,  my  vaUt  de  place ^  uihered  me  to 
the  carriageji  and  mounting  up  behind^i  away 
we  rolled.  As  the  ambaflkdor  lived  a  good 
way  from  where  my  lodging  was,  I  had  fuU 
time  to  contemplate  the  curious  equipage 
in  whicli  I  was  feated^  It  was  a  large  eaiy 
chariot,  which  formerly  might  have  ferved 
for  one  of  (he  ftate  carriages  of  Philip  the 
iecond*  As  there  was  no  coach-box,  9nd 
a  prodigious  large  fo^e-glais,  I  had  a  full 
opportunity  of  contemplating  the  cattle  that 
drew  me,  and  the  poftilions  (for  they  do 
not  ufc  coachmen,)  who  guided  them.  The 
cattle  were  four  kan   long-earM  mules; 

for 
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for  ill  this  city  every  perlbn  wlio  pretends  to 
be  a  cavaliero,  muft  tack  two  beads  more 
to  his  equipage  than  he  has  occaiion  for ; . 
and  as  for  the  pofiilions,  he  who  rode  the 
mule  next  me,  was  an  old  droll  looking 
fellow,  bent  half  double  by  age.  Tho*  he  was 
crooked,  the  foremoil  poftiiion  was  ftreight 
enough.    You  would  have  fworn  he  had  a 
ftake  driven  through  his  body*   The  mafter 
of  the  chariot,  however,  to  remedy  this 
inequality  in  their  perfons  had,  but  in  vain, 
attempted  to  make  them  look  alike  by  giving 
to  each  a  fimilar  livery.    It  was  blue,  turned 
up  with  yellow,  which  did  not  quite  agree 
with  what  Alonfo  had  on,  viz.  green,  turned 
up  with  red*   However,  for  a  traveller  thefe 
things  did  not  mych  fignify.   At  laft  my 
vehicle  arrived  at  the  gate  which  led  into 
the  ambafiador's  court-yard.   But  I  had  not 
the  trouble  of  entering  it,  for  aSwils  porter 

with  a  great  pair  of  whifkers,  told  me  his 
excellency  was  not  at  home.  I  left  my 
name,  which  was  fuificientj,  and  then  drove 

all 
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all  about  Madrid  to  viiit  th^  other  perlons 
to  whom  I  had  brought  letters.  It  is,  I  fup- 
pofe,  the  dirtieft*town  m  the  world.  To 
look  at  it,  it  does  not  feem  in  a  much  worle 
condition  than  London ;  but  with  us  it  is 
all  honeil  mud,  in  Madrid  excrement  pouud- 
ed  by  wheels,  and  horfes,  and  human  feet« 
They  have  no  coiivenienGe  of  common 
fewers  or  vaults  in  their  houfes,  but  every 
thing  is  poured  into  the  ftreet.  They  re- 
iemble,  likewife,  the  people  of  £dinburgh| 
if  wh^it  is  faid  of  the  latter  be  true,  as  they 
do  not  always  pay  a  reUgious  regard  to 
paflengers  when  they  clean  their  rooms. 
The  laws,  indeed,  order  nothing  to  be  flung 
out  in  the  day  time,  but  are  not  obferved* 
They  ought  too  always  to  halloo  agua  va 
.or  waier  gocs^  but  this  is  like  the  Scotch, 
*wha  goes  there  ?  half  an  hour  after  they  have 

*  Since  the  acceiHon  of  Don  Carlos  the  third  to  the 

tUroae  of  Spain,  and  after  xnjr  leaving  Madrid,  this 
naifance  has  been  remedied. 
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difcharged  their  artillery.  In  other  refpeds, 
the  town  of  Madrid  is  not  bad,  tho'  nothing 
very  remarkable.    The  court  of  Spain  is 

making  warlike  preparations,  but  with  what 
intention  I  know  not. 


FROM 

MADRID,  MARCH.  3, 

Up  O  N  my  return  home  in  the  evening, 
I  found  a  card  from  the  ambafiador,  to  dhie 
with  him  the  day  following  at  a  little  after 
one  o^clock.  Accordingly,  about  that  time 
I  appeared  at  his  excellency's  palace.  Upon 
entering  Ins  court  yard,  the  porter,  who  had 
denied  me  admittance  the  day  before,  re-* 
ceived  me  with  many  bows,  tho*  his  excel- 
lency, was  not  at  home  neither  at  prefent. 
'  He  was  gone  to  court,  but  as  he  was  to 
return  foon,  I  got  out  of  my  chariot,  and 
mounted  the  flair-cafe,  I  then  entered  a 
room  where  there  were  about  thirty  fervants. 
One  of  them  was  detached  from  the  reft, 
and  conduced  me  through  an  ante-chamber 
into  another,  where  his  lordihip's  pages 
were»    Upon  my  being  delivered  up  to  one 

of 
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of  theniy  who  walked  majeftically  before 
me,  I  under  his  guidance  advanced  into 
another  long  room^  where  under  a  canopy 
huug  the  king'b  portrait  at  full  length,  and 
very  like.  At  the  end  of  this  room  two 
folding  doors  introduced  mt  into  one  ftill 
larger/  very  well  furniihed,  and  in  which 
there  was  a  good  iire*  The  page  here  told 
me^  tliat  if  I  would  be  fo  good  to  fit  dowu^ 
his  excellency  would  return  ihortly,  which 
he  did  with  other  company,  and  foon  after 
word  was  brought  that  dinner  was  upon 
tables  The  houfe  was  fo  very  large,  that 
we  had  quite  a  journey  to  tlie  place  where 
we  were  to  time.  We  went  through  troops 
of  fcrvantb,  and  when  feated,  were  lieniUKJ 
in  by  them  in  a  double  row«  Behind  his 
lord(hip*s  chair  ftood  two  men  drefled  in 
black,  with  great  fwords  by  their  fides. 
It  leems,  it  is  the  cuAom  of  this  country 
for  great  perfonages  to  keep  two  geniknicn^ 
who  are  continually  tied  to  a  rapier,  and 
are  thought  not  even  to  abandon  it  for  the 
Vol,  II.  K  moft 
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moft  common  neceflities  of  life.  As  to  their 
wearing  black,  mourning  Aill  continuing 
for  the  late  king  of  Spain,  they  were  obliged 
to  drefs  in  it  as  well  as  their  mafter  and  all 
of  us.  Our  dinner  was  ekgddtly  drefied  in  , 
the  French  manner,  and  after  oiie  glafs  of 
wine  was  handed  about  afterwards,  we  got 
up  from  table^  and  returned  into  the  great 
room  whci  c  tlic  hrc  was.  Some  ipcclal  good 
coffee  here  waited  for  us^  and  we  entered 
into  a  converfation  till  about  four  oVlock^ 
when  word  was  brought  that  his  excellency's 
coach  was  ready.  This  feemed  a  proper 
hint  for  me  to  take  my  leave,  but  his  lord- 
ihip  would  make  me  accompany  him  in  his^ 
airing.  As  his  inferior,  I  %was  obliged  to 
take  my  ieat  on  his  left  hand ;  for  the  Spa*' 
niards,  and  Italians  likewife,  confider  the 
right  as  a  flation  of  much  honor  and  fupeii* 
ority.  Our  fix  mules  bore  us  out  of  the 
yard  and  town  in  an  inftant*  *We  thea 
glided  through  plains  not  adorned  with  a 
iingle  tree,  I  had  almoft  faid  not  one  blade 

of 
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of  grafs.    I  really  think  the  COiiittry  about 
Madrid,  efpeciaUy  the  pkrt  we  were  now  in^ 
called  ho$  altos,  is  the  moil  ugly  I  ever  law 
in  my  life,    A  moft  extenlive  barren  plain 
terminated  with  high  barren  mountauis,  was 
what  I  beheld  at  pra(ent«    Towards  the 
river  without  any  water,  there  are  (bme  few 
trees,  and  one  way  a  good  many ;  but  alto- 
gether, I  think  Madrid  one  of  the  mofl 
difagreeable  places  I  ever  beheld.  When 
we  were  arrived  to  a  certain  point,  we  got 
out  of  the  coach  to  take  a  little  walk*  Out 
converfation  rolled  much  about  Spain.  We 
could  not  help  remarking  the  barrennefs  of 
the  country  we  were  in.    We  praifed,  how- 
ever,  at  the  fame  time,  the  bcautifuhieis  of 
the  climate.   The  extreme  traniparency  of 
the  atmofphere  rendered  the  outline  of  every 
object  fo  pointed,  as  is  inconceivable  to  an 
inhabitant  of  northern  countries.    At  times 
fun,  moon,  and  fome  ftars  are  vifible  at 
mid-day.    Having  walked  fufEciently,  we 
remounted  our  velvet  equipage,  and  returned 

K  a  to 
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to  Madiid.  Two  mules  ought  by  riglits  to 
have  been  taken  oflT  upon  our  entering  the 
gates^  as  there  is  a  law  that  none  but  thofe 
of  the  royal  family  can  go  about  the  town 
with  iix<  But  the  back  door  of  the  am- 
baflador's  territories  is  fo  very  immediate 
to  ciitciliig  Alddild,  that  he  takes  the  liberty 
of  tranigreifing  the  laws  for  about  twenty 
yards.  As  foon  as  I  had  accompanied  him 
up  Aairs^  I  took  my  leave,  with  an  invita-* 
tioa  from  him  to  dinner  the  next  day.  In 
fhort,  1  have  dined,  and  been  out  in  the 
coach  after  dinner  with  our  ambaflador 
every  day  fince  my  arrival  at  Madrid,  except 
two  or  three,  when  I  was  engaged  in  other 
places*  In  the  evenings  he  has  generally 
introduced  me  to  the  families  he  vifits,  which 
are  thofe  of  the  ambafl'adois  and  j^^randces. 
We  have  been  moft  often  to  the  Conde  de 
Fuentes,  who  is  appointed  ambaifador  to 
England,  and,  1  believe,  will  fet  out  Ihortly* 
His  lady,  the  couutefs  of  Fuentes,  is  a  very 
agreeable  woman.     They  take   theh'  fon 

along 
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along  with  them»  who  feems  quite  a  boy. 
Tho*  fifteen  or  (ixteen  years  qldp  he  looks 
at  leail  a  couple  of  years  younger.  $ioU 
withitanding  his  unadvauced  age,  he  is  to 
be  married  to  a  young  lady  ubout  as  old  as 
faimfelf,  before  he  (cts  out.   They  both  go 
to  England,  and  will,  i  believe,  be  by  ibme 
years  the  youngeft  cpuple  in  the  three  kingi- 
doins.    For  the  fake  of  having  this  marriage 
performed  before  he  fets  off,  the  Conde  de 
FucQtes  has  iatreated  the  king  to  let  him 
ftay  till  a  few  days  after  Eafter,  but  with 
difficulty  got  his  requeft  granted.  This 
hurry  in  dilpatching  an  ainbaflador  to  Eng- 
land feems  to  contradict  the  vulgar  runaour 
of  thefe  countries  that  Spain  and  we  are 
upon  the  eve  of  a  war.   They  go  fo  far  as 
to  fav,  that  our  ambaflador  the  other  day 
demanded  a  private  audience  of  the  king, 
to  alk  in  the  name  of  his  matter  the  reafon 
of  the  prefcat  armaments  of  Spain,  and 
that  the  gruff  anfwer  the  king  made  was, 
that  the  reafon  of  his  arming  was.,  in  order 
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to  make  his  flag  better  refpe&ed.  The  am^ 
baliador  Uugbed  much  at  this  report^  to  fee? 
how  the  commpn  people  put  words  into  hi$ 
and  the  king's  mouths  without  any  founda- 
tion. That  there  was  the  private  audience 
is  certain,  but  what  his  lordfliip  faid  to  the 
king,  or  what  the  king  replied,  the  ambaila- 
dor  declares  for  his  part  he  has  informed  no 
perfon  of  but  his  court ;  and  he  dares  aufwec 
that  the  kiug  has  not  fpuken  of  it  neither^ 
except,  perhaps,  to  general  Wall,  or  the 
marquis  of  Efquilaoe,  his  minifters.  Howf- 
ever,  the  news  fiill  continues  currents  that 
Spain  and  England  are  upon  the  eve  of 
war. 
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LETTER  XXX. 

MADRID,  MAECHy  6,  1760* 

J  Will  now  give  you  fome  account  of  my 
prefentation  to  the  royal  family  the  day  be- 
fore  yefterday.    The  ambaffador  and  myfelf 

fet  out  from  his  palace  at    about  eleven 

o*cIock  in  the  morning.  Six  of  his  mules 
foon  carried  us  to  the  Retiro  ov  Retreat ^  whore 
the  king  reiides.  The  palace  is  without  the 
walls-  of  Madrid,  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a 
park,  or  garden  as  they  call  it.  The  building 
is  ainioft  as  iiidiffer^ut  as  that  of  St.  James's. 
The  garden  round  is  tolerably  pretty.  The 
late  king  Ferdinand  the  ii^th  had  almoft 
finiihed  a  very  magnificent  palace  on  the  other 
iide  of  the  town,  but  th<i  preferit  family  is 
QQt  pleaied  with  it»  The  queen  declares  flie 
can  not  poffibly  make  it  do  for  a  refidence^ 
After  millions  of  dollars  expended,  it  is  to 
l)e  given  to  the  law  and  cuftom  houfe,  for 

K  4  thole 
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thofe  gentlemen  to  exerpife  their  fuiidions 
in.    The  prefent  kuig  intends  to  build  a  new 

» 

palace  hi  the  gardens  of  the  Retiro,  I  think 
in  a  different  place  from  where  the  ptefeut 
now  ftands.  When  we  talk  in  England  of 
•  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Spain,  we  gencT 
rally  mean  the  Elcuiial.  Wc  Icem  to  thiiik 
that  all  the  kings  of  Spaui  inhabit  there, 
and  that  it  is  within  the  walls  of  Madrid. 
On  the  contrary  it  is  a  convent,  tho*  with 
apartments  for  the  royal  family,  and  ftands 
in  the  country  at  fome  leagues  diilance. 
'  Nothing,  by  all  accounts,  but  the  very  me- 
lancholy difpofition  of  Philip  the  iecond, 
could  have  piled  up  fuch  a  heap  of  ftones 
under  a  horrid  mountain.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  get  there  yet,  no  mor^  than  to  any  of 
the  royal  villas,  as  St.  Ildcplionfo,  Villa  Vi- 
ciofa,  Aranjuez  and  others^  The  king  in 
about  a  about  a  month  will  go  to  this  latter,  , 
which  is  twenty  miles  o(r,  where  he  will 
ilay  about  another  month,  and  then  nxake 
public  entry  into  Madrid  wit|x  the  cercr 

mpnials 
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tnonlals  of  his  inauguration  and  other  things 
pf  that  nature.    It  U  faid  indeed  that  he 
will  ftay  very  little  in  one  place,  but  make 
his  courtiers  dance  attendance  about  Spain^ 
to  the  no  fmall  detriment  qf  the  grandees 
and  ambafiadors  purfes.    Monarchs  iome 
times  like  that  their  barony  (hould  not  be 
over  rich,  and  the  grandees  of  Spain  are  a 
fbrmidable  body,    Philip  the  fifth  indeed, 
after  having  conquered  his  fubjedls,  humbled 
the  pride  of  them  a  little.    As  the  grandees 
were  then  but  few  in  number,  they  were 
regarded  as  fo  many  petty  dcltlLi.    He  not 
only  ifliied  out  an  ediA  ordering  them  all 
to  refide  at  Madrid,  that  he  might  have 
them  under  his  eye^  but  to  dimiuilh  their 
confequence  refolved  to  increafe  their  num- 
ber.   As  honors  rendered  common  become 
of  lefs  value,  the  grandees  did  not  like  this 
proceeding  of  their  new  king*   But  they 
could  not  deny  his  having  the  right  of 
railing   as  many   %o    their  rank  as  he 
pleafed^  were  obliged  to  lubmit  to  his  will* 

They 


,54       t^ETTERS  FROM' 

They  invented,  however,  a  method  of  di^- 
tinguiftiing  their  great  aad  antient  families, 
as  they  call  them,  from  thofe  of  the  upAarts, 
isrhich  they  prelerve  to  this  very  day,  and 
}  believe  will  l^eep  it  up  as  long  as  grandees 
^xii^  in  Spain*   They  4II  agreed  to  ipeak  to 
each  other  like  quakera  with  thou  aa4  ihe^^ 
but  whenever  jhe^  addrefled  theaifclves  to 
any  of  (heir  new  rivals,  to  give  theai  the 
title  of  excellency  due  to  their  rank.    It  is 
odd  fometimes  in  company  to  hear  a  little 
boy  fay  ibou  and  thee  to  an  old  man,  and  the 
faoie  old  man  a  minute  after  give  the  title  of  • 
excellency  to  another  youngfter  of  the  new 
mould,   p^uch  are  Spaniards,  but, 

Stcmmata  quid  faciunt,  ^uid  prodeil,  PoQtice»  iongo 
Sanguine  cenferi,  pifloiq  oilendere  vultus 
Majonun  et  ilantes  in  curiibm  i£miiianoi« 

What  fignlfy  ancejlcrlal  aftions  if  you  do . 
nothing  youriclf,  and  arejj  to  ufe  the  expref- 
five  words  of  Boileau,  but. 
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d*un  trooe  fort  iUuftre  use  bmnche  pourrie* 

To  return  however  to  the  Retiro,  wber^ 
1  was  left  ill  an  ante^chamber,  as  private 
pcrious  arq  not  adaiictable  into  the  room, 
whcic  tlic  ambafladois  and  graadccs  go,  till 
the  king  and  queen  are  fet  down  to  dinner 
in  it.    They  always  dine  in  public,  and  juft 
after  they  rile  from  table  is  the  time  all  prer 
fcQtations  are  made.    Upou  our  ambaflador*s 
leaving  me  in  the  apte-chamber  I  joined  con- 
yerfatioi^  with  (qmfn  officers,  and  other  per- 
fms  I  had  feen  before  in  different  companies^ 
4$  ^be  king  and  que^n  were  hearing  a  fer^ 
ipon  they  diued  rathqc  later  than  ufual^ 
They  generally  fit  down  at  twelve  o'clock, 
but  it  was  now  full  half  an  hour  after  when 
they  can^  out»   His  catholic  majefty  tc^e* 
ther  with  h\s  confort  being  feated  in  two 
chairs  of  iiate  by  the  fide  of  each  other,  the 
company  ii)  the  qitc-cha^iibcr  had  iicenfe  to 
Come  in.    I  pu(hed  up  as  near  the  table  as 
poffiblci  that  the  lord  in  waiting,  to  whoi^ 

,  1  had 
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I  had  for  that  purpoie  been  introduced^ 
might  have  lefs  trouble  in  coming  to  me 
after  dinner.  In  the  mean  time^the  grandees 
of  ix)th  fcxes  ferved  the  diihes  upoQ  the  table. 
The  men  waited  upon  the  khig,  while  the 
ladies  attended  the  queen.  Some  of  them 
were  noble  Neapolitans,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  king  and  queen  to  their  greater, 
hut  lefs  Imihiig  dominioi^s.  This  does  not 
entirely  plcafe  the  Spaniards,  any  more  than 
feeing  the  icias  of  interior  goveruaient 
given  to  the  Marquis  of  £fquilace  of  the 
(ame  nation.  General  Wall  indeed  has  the 
foreign  department,  but  he  is  likewtle  of  for 
reign  cxtradion.  He  bears  a  good  charader, 
es  a  clever  and  difinterefled  miuifter.  It  is 
faid  that  he  wiflics  to  retire,  but  that  by  de* 
lire  of  the  king  he  ftill  continues  at  the  helm 
however  the  profeiHons  of  courtiers  do  not 
always  flow  from  the  heart,  I  heard  ^ 
frenchman  the  day  I  dined  at  his  houfa 
comphmeating  him  upon  his  power.  Yes, 
fays  the  general,  furtuac  has  fliowcred  down 

many 
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many  uadeferved  tavors  upon  me,  but  aliu- 
redly  her  graces  are  a  burden.  Tho'  he  might 
thijok  the  contrary,  what  he  faid,  with  the 
humble  manner  in  which  he  exprefled  it, 
founded  prettily.    He  is  of  an  Irilh  family, 
and  was  envoy  in  England  for  fotne  time. 
But  to  return  to  the  laJLs  who  with  becom- 
ing modefty  were  ferving  the  queen  at  table. 
Fair  hands  from  time  to  time  lifted  up  the 
lid  of  a  fait  cellar,  when  her  majeily  chofe  to 
feafon  her  proviiions.  You  muft  not  imagine 
however  that  they  went  into  the  kitchen  to 
fetch  the  diihes.   Pages  brought  them  up  to 
the  table,  and  delivered  them  into  their  cuf- 
tody  to  fet  them  upon  it.   I  had  advanced 
within  four  or  five  yards  of  the  king,  facing 
"him  all  the  tlnic  of  the  Jumer.  He  laughed 
and  was  very  merry  with  one  of  the  nobler- 
men  that  ferved  him.   The  ambafladors  and 
grandees  out  of  waiting  flood  behind  the 
king  and  queen's  chairs  while  they  dined. 
Tho'  it  was  lent  time  there  vva^  very  good 

meat  of  all  forts,  undoubtedly  with  proper 

licences. 
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licences,    Diiuicr  being  at  laft  over  the  lord 
m  waiting  came  to  me  on  the  other  fide  of 
tlie  table  aiid  conduced  me  to  our  ambafla- 
dor.  I  placed  myfelf  011  his  left  band,  accor- 
ding to  the  cuHom  of  the  country,    I  was 
the  only  perfon  to  be  prefented.    As  foon  as 
his  eatholic  majefty  had  waihed  his  hands, 
and  turned  about,  the  ambaflador  told  htm 
ill  French  that  I  was  an  Engliih  gentleman 
whom  he  took  the  liberty  of  prcfenting  to 
him.    I  then  made  a  very  low  bow,  as  kiiP* 
ing  hands  you  know  is  only  done  by  a  fubje& 
to  his  own  particular  fovereign  in  fign  of. 
allegiance.    The  king  aiked  fome  trifling 
queilions  in  French  concerning  me  of  the 
ambaflador,  as  how  long  I  had  been  out  of 
England,  and  things  of  that  nature,  and 
retired.   I  was  then  prefented  to  the  queen 
who  made  a  fort  of  courtefy  without  faying 
any  thing,  and  attended  the  king  m to  the 
drawing  room.    The  ambaiiaclors  and  gran- 
dees followed,  while  I  remained  m  the  croud 
as  before* 

LET- 
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■ 

*  • 

UADKlDf  MARCH  g,  1760* 

~    —    —  After  the  king  and 
queen  (to  continue  the  fubje£l  of  my  former 
paper)  had  difcourfcd  fuflSciently  with  the 
acnbafladors  and  grandees  in  the  inner  room^ 
the  former  made  a  bow,  and  the  latter  a 
courteiy,  and  withdrew.    You  mufl  know 
that  it  is  the  prelent  queen,  who  has  begun 
to  introduce  courtefies  into  Spam,  The 
nioft  ladies  ufed  to  do  before  was,  a  gentle 
bend  of  their  head  and  body  in  form  of  a  bow^ 
But  as  the  queen  drops  fuch  very  low  obey* 
fances  to  our  ambafladors,  fhe  has  made  her 
£iir  fubje^s  ail  aihamed,  and  they  begin  to 
attempt  them,  tho*  lamely.    Some,  however, 
of  the  old  {i'lS  matrons,  or  what  arc  called 
the  ancient  Spaniards,  hold  out  ftill.  The 

men  on  the  contrary  are  more  obfequious 

in 
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in  Spain  than  in  any  other  country*  At 
every  iullant  in  affemblies  and  other  meet- 
ings they  are  down  upon  tijtir  knees  in 
adoration  of  the  women,  with  whom  they 
often  hold  converlations  in  this  attitude* 
French  cuftoms.  however,  are  fo  introduced 
Into  this  place,  that  the  more  ancient  begin 
to  wear  off.  Tho'  my  rank  would  not  per- 
mit nic  to  go  into  the  apartment  where  the 
king  and  queen  were  converfmg  with  their 
ambaffadors  and  grandees,  yet,  as  the  doors 
were  large  and  wide  open,  I  heard  what 
they  laid  nearly  the  lame  as  if  I  had  been  m 
the  room.  The  queen  complained  of  many 
things  in  Spain,  and  feemed  to  rciirct  lier 
banifliment  from  Naples^  for  I  can  call  her 
abience  from  thence  no  other,  tho'  attended 
with  thd  honor  of  being  queen  ov  er  a  greater 
kuigdom.  She  fays  (he  cannot  bear  looking 
out  oi  her  chamber  every  morning  into  a 
court-yard,  where  there  is  nothing  but  a 
brazen  fiatue  of  Philip  the  fifth*  She  tnvA 
undoubtedly  regret  the  beautiful  fea  and 
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country  views  Naples  ufed  to  afford.  la 
her  prckiit  convcrlaUou  with  the  aaibaira— 
dorsy  ibe  expjcfled  a  great  diflike  to  mules, 
which  you  know  are  almoft  the  only  animals 
xnade  uie  oif  for  draft  iia  Spain*    She  declared 
flie  could  not  bear  their  great  long  fliaking 
cars.    But  what  flic  feemed  mod  ciiiagcd 
ngainft^  and  with  juftice,  was  the  filthinefs 
of  the  ftreets  of  Madrid.    "  No,  fays  flie, 
to  the  king,  I  will  not  give  thee  a  mo* 
**  ment's  peace  till  they  are  cleaned."  At 
laft,  however,  a  bow  and  courtely  from  the 
king  and  queen  terminated  the  converfation, 
and  they  retired*  Upon  this  the  ambafladors 
and  grandees  came  out  of  the  drawing  room 
to  where  we  were,  and  we  all  went  down 
flairs  togetlier,    I  ought  not  to  forget  to 
tell  you,  that  there  was  a  great  ftamping 
when  the  ambafladors  came  out  of  the  pa- 
lace; for  it  is  the  cuilom  for  every  fen  try 
to  {lamp  with  his  feet  when  any  ambaflador 
or  grandee  pafles.      The  coach  being  at 
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length  come  up,  I. rolled  away  with  th^ 
-ambaflador  to  his  houfc  to  dinner. 

J  will  now  proceed  to  my  prefentation  to 
the  queen  mother,  which  was  yeftcrday. 
.She  was  conibrt  to  Philip  the  fifth,  and 
daughter  of  tlic  duke  of  Parma,  after  whofe 
death  flic  obtained  that  dutchy  for  her 
youiiger  fon,  the  infant  don  Philip,  tho'  at 
the  expencc  of  embroilmg  all  Europe,  She 
has  inverted  almofl  all  the  hours  of  the 
'day.    She  gets  up  at  one,  dines  at  feven, 
fups  at  four  in  the  morning,  and  goes  to 
bed  about  day-break.    Her  rifing  fo  late 
makes   her  levee  excefiively  iucouvenient. 
It  is  from  two  o'clock  to  half  an  hour  after 
•  three,  juft  the  time  when  inoil:  people  are 
going  to  their  after-dinner^s  repofe  in  this 
place.   We  were  obliged,  however,-  to  ap*- 
pear  about  one  at  the  palace,  to  deiire  the 
lady  in  waiting  to  fpeak  about  my  prefenta- 
tion.   The  royal  fuiniiy  all  live  feparately 
and  have  feparate  •  courts ;  the  king  and 
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queen  by  themfelves ;  the  queen  mother  by 
herfelf ;  and  the  little  family  by  themfelves, 
and  fo  ou.  Tho*  the  whole  palace  of  the 
Rctiro  is  exticxuely  ugly,  the  apartments 
of  the  queen  motlicr  are,  1  think,  by  far 
the  worft.  The  entrance  into  her  rooms 
^eems  more  like  going  up  to  the  boxes  of  a 
J>lay*houf6  than  any  thing  elfe*  UpQn  re- 
turning to  court  at  the  proper  time,  we 
came  into  her  ante-chamber,  where  we  were 
obliged  to  wait  till  w  ord  was  brought  of  the 
Queen's  being  ready  to  receive  Company* 
Many  othe^  perfotis  were  iti  the  room  upon 
the  fame  errand  as  our  ambaflador  and  my*- 
felf,  tho'  Ihe  has  lefs  vihtors  at  her  levee 
than  if  fhe  was  to  receive  cbmpany  at  a 
more  convenient  hour.  The  perfbn  who 
here  Aruck  me  principally  was,  the  inquifi- 
tor  general,  whofe  face  feemed  entirely  to 
correfpond  with  the  fcverity  of  his  ofEce* 
We  converfed  with  various  people,  but  no 
^peribu  entertained  me  fo  much  as  the  queen 
mother^s  phyfician*   He  talked  much  about 
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her  royal  blood  being  iu  a  very  good  Jifpo** 
Ctlon,  and  feveral  other  thmgs  ini  the  fame 
ftrairi.  The  doors,  at  laft,  opened,  and  we 
were  introduced  into  the  queen's  apartment- 
She  was  feated  in  a  llate  chair  next  the  wall^ 
with  her  maids  of  honor  ftanding  by  her^ 
Upon  my  being  introduced  as  an  Englilh 
gentleman^  I  made  a  low  bow^  and  the 
queen  began  cohverfation  with  us  all,  as  we 
ilood  in  a  ring  before  her.  She  alked  me  in 
French  how  I  liked  Seville,  as  our  ambaflar 
dor  upon  her  encjuiry  had  told  her  I  canac 
from  thence  laft.  Upon  my  commending 
it,     yes,  indeed,  faid  ihe,  it  is  a  very  fine 

« 

^*  city.  I  like  it  one  of  the  bcft  in  Spain  ; 
V  but  its  neighbour,  Grenada,  is  .what  I 
can  not  endure."  She  had  beun  about 
•moft  parts  of  Spain  with  her  huflband' Philip 
the  fifth,  before  that  monarch  was  efta-« 
blifned  upon  his  throne  by  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  and  afterwards  he  rehded  a  good 
deal  at  Seville,  where  his  mind  is  llild  hi 
great  meafure  to  have  failed  him  before  he 

died. 
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died*   She  now  turned  to  the  Nuncio,  and 
gave  him  a  long  defcription  of  the  fnowy 
mountain  impendent  over  Grenada.    "  Ah  I 
fays  ihe»  tliuk  cold  countries  are  not  for 
me,  now  that  I  am  an  old  woman.'*  We 
then  talked  about  the  king's  country  palaces^ 
Ibme  of  which  (he  praifed,  and  blamed 
pthers  ;  till,  at  lafi^  ihe  gave  a  nod  with  her 
heady  which  was  .  a  fignal  for  us  to  depart, 
,and,  accordingly,  we  all  took  our  leave  \yitl} 
a  low  bow. 
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LETTER 

TIJ&LI,  MA&CH  22,  lj60m 

1 pijrfuance  of  my  two  laft  letters*  1  am 
fet  off  from  Madi:id,  and  at  prefent  am  at  a 
village  in  m^  w^y  to  Valencia,  as  I  intend  to 
make  a  fort  of  round  to  Gibraltar  by  the 
coaft  of  Spain.  Notwithftanding  however 
xny  leaving  Madrid  at  prefent  to  go  upon  the 
Barbary  expedition  and  raufom  our  flaves*  I 
hope  to  be  back  for  the  public  bull  feafts  and 
other  feftiyals  for  the  inauguration  of  the 
king  of  Spain.  Not  that  I  imagine  there 
will  be  any  thing  extraordinary,  but  you 
muft  in  fome  meafure  give  way  to  the  tor- 
rent of  the  world.  I  am  npw  but  little  more 
^   than  one  day's  journey  from  Valencia. 

*  Oiiiluetl,  as  containing  piivaic  leafoiis  for  the  author'^ 
leaving  Madrid. 

The 


Digitized  by  LjOO^Ic 


PORTUGAL,  SPAIN,  &c.  167 

The  day  before  yeitcrday,  at  aii  inditFer- 
cnt  iiui  where  we  pafled  the  night,  as  I 
was  lying  upon  my  matraffes,  that  were 
extended  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  I  heard 
a  murmuring  noiie  iflue  from  an  adjoining 
apartment,  which  attra(5ted  my  attention 
and  awoke  me  entirely.  I  found  it  proceeded 
from  fome  friers  that  were  recommending 
the  foul  of  a  perfon  that  feemed  in  the  ago- 
nies of  death.  1  recollected  that  upon  my 
coming  into  the  houfe  they  had  informed 
me  a  muleteer  had  been  taken  extremely  ill 
there,  and  that  he  had  been  given  over  for 
fome  days,  and  was  expefted  to  die  every 
hour.  There  could  therefore  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  prefent  ceremonies  were  ex- 
ercifmg  upon  him.  I  liilencd  with  attention 
and  lieard  the  words  ova  pro  nobis  joined  to 
various  appellations  and  attributes  of  faints, 
to  each  of  which  the  poor  man  was  by  unre- 
mitting folicitations  obliged  to  aufwer  amen. 
His  refponfes  grew  weaker  and  weaker,  till  at 
laft  I  fuppofe  the  friers  finding  their,  pulls 
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and  incitations  in  vain^  knelt  down  befide; 
the  corpfe,  and  altogether,  m  a  low  hollow 
voice,  repeated  lome  prayers,  which  I  could 
not  undcrftaiid,  I  heard  the  whole  indeed 
but  very  iaipcrfedly,  tho'  fufficicntly  to 
know  what  thev  were  about.  The  friers 
retired  after  they  had  finiihcd  their  requiems, 
and  1  paAqd  the  remainder  of  the  night  in 
'  peace,  tho'  not  in  repole^  Upon  my  coming 
down  flairs  in  the  morning,  a  little  boy 
about  ten  years  old  \\  li^  fitting  by  the  kitchen 
fire,  who  it  feems  was  the  fon  of  the  mule- 
teer lately  deceafed.  Wl^en  they  informed 
him  of  his  father's  death,  he  burft  out  into 
a  &t  of  crying,  and  as  they  tpld  me  his  mo* 
thcr  lived  near  Valencia,  I  undertook  to 
carry  the  poor  helplefs  infant  home.  Upon 
finding  himfelf  hi  a  chaife,  which  I  fuppofe 
he  had  never  rode  in  before,  his  grief  was 
by  little  and  little  diiiipated,  and  he  began 
flaring  at  the  objeds  which  prefeiUed  them- 
felves.  Nothliig  remarkable  happened  that 
day^  but  this  morning  as  the  boy  was  as 
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Aifual  looking  out  of  the  chaife,  we  met  ^ 
woman  upon  a  jack-als,  attended  by  two 
f:ountry  girls  on  foot.  The  boy  no  fooner 
faw  them  then  he  fprung  out  of  the  carriage, 
ivhich  was  open,  and  running  up  to  the 
eldcil  of  the  tiirec  female  travellers,  cried 
out,  Maiiiiiia,  hither  ic  dead/*  The  fudden 
fhock  .ftruck  the  poor  woman  like  a  thunder- 
bolt, and  down  (he  fell  in  hyfteric  fits.  The 
fcene  was  really  extremely  melancholy,  but 
by  the  afliftance  of  the  two  girls,  who  werei 
her  daughters,  we  did  at  laft  get  her  into  a 
houfe,  wlilch  by  good  foituiie  was  not  far 
off*  It  feems  (he  had  heard  of  her  hufband*s 
illnefs,  and  was  coming  to  the  place  where 
he  lay,  to  afCA  him,  but  his  death  had  anti- 
cipated her  aifedionate  endeavours*  Upon 
her  returning  to  herfelf  I  ufcd  all  my  rheto- 
ric to  conlble  her,  but  what  can  woiJs 
avail  ao[ainft  the  firft  torrents  of  ffrief  ?  She 
embraced  the  little  boy,  and  faid  (he  never 
dreamed  that  the  firft  time  he  had  accom- 
panied his  father  would  have  been  the  lail. 

The 
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The  deplorable  flate  of  her  circumftances 
then  recurred  to  her  memory,  and  that  (he 
had  five  children  to  place  out  in  the  world^p 
who  had  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  their 
father's  induftry.  The  poor  woman^  how- 
ever, by  prefents  and  the  aiiiftance  of  a  friert 
who  happened  to  be  there,  was  at  length  a 
little  conlbled,  and  after  having  put  things 

to  rights  as  well  as  I  could*  I  continued  my 
journey,  and  left  her  to  the  only  perfc<£t 
remedy  for  her  dlftrcfs,  the  flow  but  never 
failing  hand  of  time. 
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VALENCIA,  MARCH  2J,  IJ6O0 

X  H  E  more  time  I  fpcnd  at  Valencia,  the 
more  I  like  it.  But  I  muft  be  gcttiug  on 
to  Gibraltar,  or  I  (hall  be  too  late.  I  got 
here  in  fix  days  journey  froin  Madrid;  The 
roads  were  bad,  rocky  and  mountainous^ 
but  they  are  faid  to  be  good  a  mcure  round 
about  way*  What  I  like  beft  here  is,  the 
face  of  the  country.  It  feems  almoft  the 
only  place  where  the  Spaniards  are  induf^ 

trious  in  the  cultivation  of  their  lands.  The 
principal  production  of  thein  in  this  fpot  h 
corn  and  mulberry  trees ;  of  which  latter 
they  are  obliged  tp  plant  a  moil  furprizing 
quantity  for  the  filk  worms.  They  have 
biit  few  yineyards  in  this  pa^:t  of  the  coun-r 
try*  Without  every  gate  of  Valencia  tliLic 
are  a  numbef  of  hackney  one-horfe  chaifes 
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flandlng,  in  which  for  a  trifle  of  'money 
you  gallop  about  the  fields,  or  dowa  to  the 
fez-Cide,  that  lies  about  two  miles  and  a 

I 

half  from  the  city.    The  ftrand  of  it  is  ex-  1 
tremely  level,  and  is  very  good  to  walk  or 
ride  upon*    Ypu  may  even  go  into  the  (ea 
to  a  coiifiderable  dillauce  without  the  water's 
coming  up  to  the  axle-tree  of  your  carriage. 
The  bounty  of  nature  feems  to  have  joined 
with  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  to  ren* 
4er  tins  valley  agreeable.    It  is  of  conlidera- 
|3le  extent,  and  lurrounded  by  diilant  moua-9 
tains,  on  the  iide  of  one  oi:  which  flood  the 
jiiicicnt  Saguntum.    Valencia  has  four  hand- 
fome  bridges  without  the  gates  of  the  town^i 
but  very  little  water,  which  puts  them  in 
a  worfe  cafe  for  ridicule  than  the  inhabitant^ 
of  Madrid.  The  river  here  would,  indeed,  not 
be  defpicable,   but   they  carry  it   off  iij 
channels  to  water  their  lands,  which  I  have 
already  told  you  are  exceliively  well  culti-> 
vated ;  and,  in  Spain,  to  render  their  culti- 
yatio/i  perfect,  they  muft  have  rjlk  or  water 
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luaniii^  all  abuur  their  grounds,  with  vvhlcli 
they  can  overflow  them  whenever  they 
pleafe.  The  Spaniards  are  very  ingenious 
in  managing  their  rivulets  for  this  purpofe. 
There  are  many  laws  too  in  Spain  concern* 
ing  them.  As  au  Engiiihman  would  be 
liable  to  an  adion  if  he  were  to  open  his 
fluice^y  and  let  water  into  his  neighbour's 
fields,  he  that,  on  the  contrary,  keeps  them 
longer  ihut  in  this  country  than  is  neceifary 
for  himfelf,  and  fo  deprives  others  of  the 
benefit  of  moiftening  their  crops,  would  be 
fubjed;  to  a  fimil^r  profecution.  ~  — 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 

ALICANX,  APRIL  J,  I760. 

I  Arrived  ycfterd^j  evening  at  this  place, 
and  have  received  many  civilities  from  the 
conful.  Pie  accompanied  me  this  morning 
to  the  top  of  a  rock,  which  hangs  juft  over 
the  town^  to  fee  the  caftle  built  upon  it. 
The  Engliih  took  it  iu  the  year  1704, 
Ihortly  after  the  furprifing  of  Gibraltar,  and 
maintained  it  fur  the  fpacc  of  five  years 
•  agalnft  all  the  efforts  of  the  Spaniards  and 
French.  The  garrifon, .  confiding  of  Ho- 
tham's  and  Sybourg's  regiments,  which  were 
not  above  half  complete,  held  out  with 
great  refolution  all  the  winter  of  1 709,  dur- 
ing which  they  had  been  blocked  up,  not-^ 
withftanding  the  feverity  'of  the  weather, 
the  fcarcity  of  proviiions,  and  the  difturbance 
they  i;eceived  from   die  enemy*s  bombs* 

The 
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The  Spaniards  finding  all  other  means  in« 
efledual  to  reduce  this  important  fortrefs, 
refolved,  at  lall,  to  blow  up  the  rock  011 
which  the  caftle  ftands  by  a  great  mine. 
The  feveral  chambers  of  it  being  prepared 
with  incredible  labor  and  indnftry,  the  Spa- 
ni(h  commander  cauied  htteen  hundred  bar- 
rels of  powder  to  be  lodged  in  them,  and 
fummoned  colonel  Sybourg,  the  governor, 
to  furrender.    To  determine  him  the  more 
readily  to  this,  he  gave  him  leave  to  fend 
out  two  of  his  officers  to  fee  the  condition 
of  the  mine.   This  was  readily  accepted. 
The  commendator  Asfeldt  went  him&lf 
with  the  officers  to  the  mine,  and  told  them 
he  could  not  bear  to  Ice  lb  many  brave  men 
perifli  under  the  ruins  of  a  place  they  had 
fi)  gallantly  defended,  and  gave  them  twenty- 
four  hours  to  confiden    But  the  go>rernor 
being  immoveable  in  his  refolution,  the 
mine  was  ordered  the  next  day  to  be  fprung, 
.which  the  centinels,  pofted  on  the  fide  of 
the  hill  to  give  notice  of  it,  perceiving, 

they 
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they  .made  the  appointed  fignal.  Upon 

which  the  governor^  with  feveral  officers, 
,  poiiefied  with  ail  idea  that  it  was  impoilible 
for  gunpowder  to  railc  iucli  a  height  of 
ground,  walked  to  the  parade,  and  ordered 
the  guard  to  retire;  Vvhich  wai  no  fooner 
•done,  but  the  mine  blew  up,  ahd  with  little 
or  no  noife  made  an  opening  In  the  rock,  on . 
tlie  very  parade,  of  fome  yards  in  length, 
and  about  three  feet  wide ;  into  which  the 
governor,   lieutenant  general  Thornicroft, 
Major  Vignoles,  and  other  officers  fell ;  and 
•  the  opening  laftantly  clofing  upon  them,  they 
all  periftied,  tha*  their'  bodies  were  not  en- 
tirely  funk  in.    Notwithftanding  this  fatal 
'accident,  lieutenant  colonel  Dalton,  of  Sy- 
bourg*s  regiment,  to  whom  the  command 
fell,  reiblved  to  hold  out  as  long  as  he  had 
any  provifions ;  and  to  make  them  laft  the 
longer,  he  reduced  his  men  to  half  allowance. 
But  tho*  our  fleet  ufcd  every  endeavour  to 
relieve  them,  they  were  obliged  to  capitu- 
late 
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late  upon  honourable  terms  the  18th  of 
Aprils  I  jog. 

You  fee  plainly  to  this  day  the  terrible 
cffe£t  which  the  exploiion  of  the  mine  had* 
All  the  fide  of  the  rock  towards  Alicaiit, 
the  part  under  which  k  was  formed,  is  rent 
and  torn  moft  amazingly^  with  a  great  heap 
of  large  Aones  and  lubbiih  lying  at  the 
bottom«  They  fay  a  little  time  a^o  an  old 
Engllfli  watch  was  found  among  the  ruins. 
Mr.  ReeKrely,  au  Engliih  flierx:hant  here^  has 
it*  Within  the  garrifon  there  are  many 
works  ereded  by  our  countrymen^  a  great 
many  places  bomb*proof,  made  by  them  for 
their  magazines  and  odici  things. 

We  were  then,  you  know,  in  allianoe 
with  the  Auftrians^  Portuguefe,  Piedmontefe^ 
and  Dutch^  to  let  Charles,  archduke  of 
Auflria,  upon  the  tixroue  of  Spain.  It  did 
iiot  fucceed.  The  plains  of  Almanxa,  near 
which  I  pafied  in  coming  frojji  Valencia 

Vol.  H.  H  hither. 
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hither^  beheld  the  Auftrians  and  their 
allies  routed^  when  Philip  the  hfth^  afiiiled 
by  the  vi<3:orious  arms  of  France,  eAablilhcd 
hiniielf  and  his  family  upon  the  throne  of 
Spahi, 
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LETTER  XXXV, 

MURCIAy  APRIL  10,  1760. 

I  Left  -AUcantyefterday  and  arrived  here  in 

the  evening,  a  long  journey,  but  by  ietting 
out  early  and  going  fail,  we  got  here  in 
tolerable  time.  I  am  now  no  more  troubled 
with  the  drums  and  foldiers  of  Alicaiit. 
Every  thing  here  is  rural  and  in  peace.  The 
great  variety  a  traveller  meets  with  is,  I 
think,  not  one  of  the  leaf):  pleafures  in  tra^ 
veiling.  ,One  day  beholds  ixim  in  a  town 
where  every  thing  breathes  war.  He  mu.ft 
then  alVume  a  military  ftrlde,  talk  of  battles 
loft  and  won,  and  anunalc  his  Iitait  to  mar- 
tial deeds.  He  may  faunter  away  the  follow- 
ing in  fbme  peaceful  fpot,  like  Murcia, 
where  the  favors  bounteous  nature  has  diftri- 
buted  to  the  country,  %  added  to  the  fine  wea- 
ther the  fpring  brings  along  with  it,  ipvjte 

jXl  5  the 
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the  mufes  to  be  of  his  party,  I  courted  them 
this  morning  in  a  moft  pleafant  walk,  and 
am  ibrry  that^  inftead  of  obeying  their  die-* 
tateSj  I  am  obliged  to  fpeak  to  you  about 
other  a^rs,  —  —  — . 
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LETTER  XXVI. 

carthAcbha,  APRIL  13^  i;6o* 

I  Arrived  at  this  place  yefterday,  in  a  one 

horic  chair,  and  have  been  walking  about  all 
to  day  to  fee  the  dock  and  fortifications, 
under  the  condud  of  Mr.  Bryan ,  the  principal 
ihip-builder  in  this  port.  He  is  an  Engliih- 
man,  who  by  the  force  of  money  was  feduced 
into  Spain.  The  abandoning  his  native 
country  to  ferve  foreigners  is  a  very  great 
crime,  but  fttU  I  think  it  admits  of  feme 
alleviation  in  his  cafe.  The  manner  of  his 
being  inveigled  abroad^  according  to  bis  own 
ftory,  is  as  follows.  He  was  foreman  to  one 
Mr.  Bird,  in  our  dock-yard  at  Deptford. 
He  perceived  that  a  man  was  always  follow-  - 
iug  and  pulling  off  his  hat  to  him,  for  iome 
days.  He  alkcd  him  at  laft  if  he  wanted  to 
fpeak  to  him.  The  unknown  perfon  replied^ 

M  3  that 
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that  the  place  was  too  public  for  what  he 
had  to  fay.    They  agreed  to  meet  that  even- 
ing at  a  tavern.     They  did  accordingly. 
However  nothing,  was  explained  except  in 
diftaiit  hints.    x\  fecond  meeting  concluded 
in  the  fame  manner.    A  third  was  agreed 
upon,  but  nothing  more  doiie.    At  laft  Mr. 
Bryan  declared,  lie  would  give  the  unknown 
perfon  no  further  meetings,   without  he 
would  tcU  his  bufinefs.    The  Irlfli  frier^  for 
fuch  he  proved,  then  iuioi  raed  him,  that  he 
had  kept  him  fo  long  in  fufpenfe  only  to  try 
whether  he  was  fit  for  what  he  was  going 
to  propofe.    He  made  great  offers  from  the 
king  of  Spain,  which  w  ere  at  iail  accepted* 
Cunlider,'*  fays  Mr.  Bryan,  **  my  mafter, 
Mr.  Bird,  paid  mc  but  ii::ty  pounds  a  year. 
I  was  in  Spain  to  be  mafter  of  myfelf,  and 
have  above  fix  times  that  fum.  I  thought 
•*  the'  advantage  too  great  for  my  family  not 
to  accept  it.  Our  expenccs  were  likewife  to 
*^  be  borne  for  us  quite  into  Spain,  and  all  my 
houfchold  furniture,  with  every  tiling  I  had 
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in  the  world,  to  be  conveyed  after  me*  la 
Ihort,  fays  he,  I.fetout  and  went  fruai  the 
lllc  of  VVinht  to  IlavTe  de  Grace,  and  from 
thence  to  Paris*"  The  Spanifli  ambaflador 
there  fupplied  him  with  what  money  he 
pleaied.    He  fays  that  in  pa(Cng  by  Lord 
Albemarle's  houfe,  our  ambaiiador  at  that 
time  in  France,  he  felt  a  fenfatiou  which 
convicted  him  of  being  a  traytor  to  his  coun- 
try.  But  it  was  now  too  late  to  retreat,  and 
he  renewed  his  journey  to  the  frontiers  of 
Spain,  without  {topping  by  the  way.  Being 
ignorant  of  all  foreign  languages,  and  nojt 
very  regardful  of  the  king  of  Spain's  calh, 
he  ufed  to  hold  his  purie  open  to  the  mercy 
of  the  inn-keepers.    The  firil  place  he  went 
to  was  Fcrrol  near  the  Groyne  or  Corunna, 
but  he  was  afterwards  removed  hither.  He 
has  continued  a  firto  proteftant,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  attempts  and  great  offers 
that  he  fays  have  been  made  to  him.  In 
the  articles  he  drew  up  witli  the  court  of 
Spain,  liis  not  being  moleftcd  with  regard  to 

M  4   -  reUgion, 
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veliglon,  and  his  having  liberty  to  retire  whea 
he  pleafed,  were  included.   Tho'  they  have 
ufed  m>  force  as  to  the  former,  he  com* 
plains  mucb  of  the  dilagreeablenefs  of  their 
HiiinuationfS,  and  of  taunts  from  hrs  under 
workmen.    The  latter  is  of  no  fervlce  to 
him,  as  he  cannot  appear  in  Euglaud.  I 
never  faw  a  perfon  pine  to  fuch  a  dqgred 
after  his  natm  country ;  but  whether  our 
government  will  think  proper  to  pardon  him# 
upon  the  folicitations  he  intends  to  make, 
muA  be  left  to  thofe  of  a  higher  fphere  than 
myfelf. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 

V£NTA  D£  GORj  APRIL  20,  I760. 

I  A  M  now  in  the  middle  of  horrid  moun- 
tains,  in  a  folitary  country  inn  or  venta, 
however  within  fight  of  a  little  village  caU 
led  Gor.  The  roof  which  covers  me  at 
preient  is  that  of  a  ftable,  the  beft  room  this 
wretched  habitation  affords.  I  fit  upon  my 
cloak- bag,  and  write  upon  a  low  manger 
for  jack-aiies,  filled  up  with  ftraw*  They 
tell  me,  that  the  mountains  among  which 
I  am  at  prefent  are  not  near  fo  high  as  thuie 
I  ftiall  find  when  1  come  more  towards  Gre- 
nada, froru  which  place  I  am  ftill  two  d^ys 
journey  diftant.  They  are  covered  with 
eternal  fiiow,  notwithftanding  thefe  very  hot 
climates.    A  proof  of  their  height.  Even 

■ 

thofe  where  I  am  at  prefent  are  powdered 
a  Uttle. 
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But  to  return  to  Garth ngena,  tho'Ihavd 
nothing  particular  to  tell  you  of  the  town^ 
port,  or  dock.  Mr*  Bryan  has  attempted  ta 
bring  (hips  into  it  to  be  cleaned^  a8  we  do  in 
ours,  but  ti^e  want  of  tide  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean obliges  him  to  recur  to  pumps  to  empty 
out  the  water,  which  tho*  he  brags  of  do- 
ing in  a  few  hours,  muft  I  think  be  a  tedious 
work.  The  confurs  lioufc  at  Caithagena 
is  a  pifture  of  the  moft  extreme  poverty. 
Imagine  a  coal-hole,  and  you  will  have  feme 
fault  idea  of  its  badncls.  The  conful  him* 
Iclf  is  at  Madrid,  where  Le  went  to  follcit 
the  conful  general's  place,  but  I  fear  without 
hopes.  His  fon  and  wife  however  were  at 
Carthagena.  They  keep  no  fervants,  and 
it  is  faid  that  the  good  woman  drefles  the 
dinner,  when  the  fon  lays  the  cloth  and 
ferves  it  upon  table.  But  poverty  is  an  ex- 
cufe  for  every  thing,  except  for  our. govern- 
ment, in  permitting  a  perfon  who  has  a  fort 
oi  public  office  to  be  fo  indigent ;  for  he  has 
%  nothing 
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nothing  to  depend  upon,  but  fo  much  for 
*"^tvcry  Englifh  (hip  which  enters  the  port, 
of  which  there  have  been  none  lately,  but 
what  have  come  in  as  prizes  to  the  Frcnclu 
One  M,  Pleville^  a  man  with  a  wooden 
leg,  has  made  fifteen  off  Alicant.  There 
were  three  of  them  there  at  the  time  I  was. 
One  of  them  had  run  on  ftiore  through  the 
mifcondu£t  of  the  French  mariners.  This 
M.  Pleville,  however,  h  a  man  very  much 
'      commended  in  thefe  parts  for  treatmg<his 
prifoners  generoufly,  and,  tho*  only  com- 
mander of  a  prlvateeri  is  reported  feldom  to. 
take  watches  or  any  thing  from  the  captains. 
I      This  lofs  of  Ihips  is  entirely  owing  to  one 
or  two  of  our  frigates  not  coming  up  this 
coaft,  which  would  take  or  drive  off  all 
thefe  little  veflels.    Nor  are  our  merchants 
in  England  blamclefs,  for  they  fend  their 
Ihips  as  much  without  a  convoy  as  if  it  was 
time  of  dead  peace.    France  is  certainly  low, 
but  not  fo  much  reduced  as  not  to  have  a 

great 
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great  many  privateers  upon  the  feas.  Thk 
reafon^  I  believe,  of  our  frigates  not  going 
much  up  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Spain,  is  their 
liking  better,  upon  being  ordered  to.  cruize 
in  the  Mediterranean^  to  fteer  towards  th€ 
Lie vant,  where  there  are  fome  rich  Turkey 
prizes  to  be  made,  rather  than  wait  for  un-^ 
profitable  privateers  towards  the  Gulph  of 
Lyons*  But  notwithftandiiig  their  fuccefs 
in  taking  our  trading  veflels,  the  French,  of 
which  there  are  a  great  number  at  Alicant, 
and  indeed  all  through  Spain,  are  very  dif- 
contented  with  their  prefent  government* 
As  I  lived  in  a  French  inn  there  I  ufed  to  fee 
a  great  many  of  them.  A  lieutenant  of  the 
Antigallican,  which  we  have  juft  retaken, 
complauied  greatly,  and  1  beheve  with  equal 
falfehood,  of  our  firing  three  broadudes  into 
the  veffel  after  (he  had  ftruck,  however  he 
concluded  with  faying,  that  he  had  been 
f^veral  times  taken  by  the  EngliHi,  and  they 
always  Created  him  well.     He  had  before 
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vented  his  paffion  ngalnft  all  the  generals  and 
admirals  of  France,  and  declared  they  de- 
ierved  to  be*  fliot  much  more  than  Byng# 
That,  as  for  himrdf,  he  had  hazarded  his  life 
times  for  his  country,  without  gaining  a 
farthing,  and  only  wanted  an  opportunity 
to  go  and  fei  vc  the  Engllfh.  He  was  fe- 
conded  by  a  captain,  who  aflerted  the  truth 
of  all  his  compkunts,  and  faid  he  would  go 
and  ferve  the  Englifli  too,  but  that  he  could 
not  eat  raw  meat.  He  had  ,been  taken  by 
the  St,  Albans,  and  lived  fome  time  on  board 
that  ihip. 

But  imagine  my  one-horfe  chair  now 
ready  at  the  door  of  my  iun  at  Carthagcna. 
I  have  already  told  you  that  thefcare  vehicles 
much  ufed  in  this  part  of  Spain.  I  arrived 
in  it  to  Murcia  in  the  evening,  to  which  place 
we  were  obliged  to  return  to  get  into  the 
road  at  Grenada.  I  am  now,  as  you  already 
know,  at  this  miferable  inn  in  my  way  to 
that  place,  after  ftaying  one  day  at  Murcia* 

LET- 
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LETTER  XXXVm, 

« 

CKBKAOA,  APRIt  23,  I760. 

NoTH  ING  remarkable  happened  in  my 
journey  from  the  inhofpitable  maniion, 
where  I  wrote  to  you  laft^  to  this  famous 
city.  I  have  done  little  all  this  day,  but  run 
about  Co  lee  what  is  moA  curious.  The 

■ 

cathedral^  and  fbme  other  fine  churches 
took  up  part  of  the  time.  I  iluuk  they  are 
remaikauly  luii.ptuous  iu  Grenada.  AHlx 
dinner  I  went  to  lee  the  famous  old  Mooriih 
caftle,  called  the  A|hambra.  As  this  was 
one  of  the  lad  cities  the  Moors  had  in  their 
ipoiieiiion  upou  the  continent  of  Sp»in,  there 
are  more  traces  of  them  than  in  other  parts. 
They  were  not  ti riven  out  from  hence  till  Fer^ 
Jiuaiid  and  liabcUa's  tiiiiC,  who  were  contem- 
poraries with  our  Henry  the  feventh,  before 
^vhich  period  the  Moorifti  kings  held  their 
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refidence  here.  Notwithftanding  the  fnowjr 
mountain  which  hangs  oyer  Grenada,  I 
had  rather  ^  hpt  walk  up  the  hill  to  the 
Alhambra,     Some  part,  however,  of  the 

afcent  was  fliauL-J  with  fine  tall  ipreading 
beech  trees,  wluch  lunoui.iiLd  the  building, 
My  curiofity  led  ,mc  ail  about  it,  tho'  there 
is  not  much  to  be  ieen,  except  the  beauty 
ot  the  fituation,  upon  a  rifing  ground  juft 
out  of  the  town.  They  (hew  you  apart- 
ments, winch  they  tell  you  the  fultanefs 
inhabited,  and  halls,  where, particular  mar- 
tvrs  fuffciL-d ;  hut  I  fuppofe  thefe  florics 
have  no  farther  foundation  than  the  gene« 
rality  of  their  kind,  tho*  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Moori(h  queens  did  refide 
fomewhere,  till  the  vidorious  arms  of  Spain 
drove  their  lubjeds  to  leek  for  ihelter  in 
the  Alpuxarrian  mountains,  and  afterwards 
expelled  them  from  Euiope.  What  pleafed 
me  aijft  in  this  romaiiilc  torticfs  was,  a  vifit 
I  made  to  two  Moors,  who  are  prifoners 
in  the  caftle  where  their  forefathers  reigned. 

Only 
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Only  one^  indeed,  is  really  a  Moor,  and  of 
Algiers,  for  the  other  is  of  Candia  or  Crete^ 
and  of  confequence,  properly  a  Turk.  They 
are  faid  to  be  perfbns  of  confideration  in 
their  own  country,  whofe  ill  fate  threw 
them  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 
thb'  I  believe  only  captains  of  cruizing 
veflels.  They  are  not,  however,  obliged  to 
workt  and  tlie  king  allows  them  about  a 
ihilling  a  day  each,  -  with  new  doathing 
once  every  year.  The  guards  for  a  little 
preient  eafily  let  me  and  my  guide  go  in  to 
fee  them.  What  furprized  me  very  much 
was,  to  hear  the  Turk,  upon  my  entering 
the  room,  tell  me  that  very  InAant  I  was 
an  Englifhman.  We  talked  afterwards  of 
various*  things  together.  The  Turk,  dur? 
ing  his  flavery,  (they  have  been  taken  five 
years,)  had  learned  tolerably  good  Spanifli. 
The  Algerine  feemed  not  to  know  ib  .much, 
however,  he  talked,  likevvife,  a  httie.  He 
was  in  bed,  not  well,  but  he  fat  up  in  it  tq 
rpceive  ys.     The  name  of  the  Turk^  I 

thinki 
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I  think,  was  Barbufa,  and  thjit  of  the  Moor 
Aggimu{a«  What  made  me  very  mad  was*  to 
hear  my  guide^  who  was  a  b^rber^  begin  to 
talk  to  them  about  religion.   The  Turk,  I 

thought,  anfwered  very  feuiibly  to  his 
taunts,  and  told  us  he  was  content  with  tlie 
will  of  Almighty  God,  and  that  he  bore 
his  confinement  with  patience;  adding,  that 
there  muO:  always  be  many  hundreds  in  the 
aft  of  being  born;'  many  in  the  zGt  of 
dying;  many  hundreds  rich/  many  hun* 
dreds  poor ;  many  hundreds  flaves,  many 
hundreds  free,  and  fo  on.  And  that,  there- 
fore, it  was  ncccllary.  for  every  pcifoii  to 
comfort  themfelves  in  the  ftate  allotted  to 
them.  Upon  my  word,  I  was  very  much 
edified  by  his  converfation,  and  would  have 
talked  -more  freely  witli  him,  if  I  had 
chofen  to  expofe  my  fentimeuts  before  my 
Spaniih  guide.  But  as  he  was  a  check  upon 
me,  I  took  my  leave,  and  left  him  to  give 
thcai  a  kw  half-pence,  which  I  could,  at 
Icaft,  have  extended  to  as  many  reals ;  but 
Vol.  II.  N  I 
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I  thought  in  the  country  I  was  in,  it  would 
look  odd  for  a  Chriftian  to  ihew  much  charity 
to  a  Turk.  They  would  make  you  believe 
the  Grand  Sigiiior  has  offered  to  give  up  all 
the  Sfaniih  ikves  he  has  in  his  cuilodjr 
to  redeem  them.  After  we  had  left  tliefc 
unhappy  captives  to  their  fate,  and  fatisfied 
the  voracity  of  their  guards,  who  fhew  and 
uie  them  like  wild  beafts,  we  went  to  fee 
feveral  other  very  handibme  churches  aod 
remarkable  things  in  Grenada.  I  am  now 
going  to  pafe  the  evening  in  a  very  agreeable 
family,  which,  as  you  kaovv  nothing  of,  it 
may  be  tedious  to  fpeak  to  you  about. 


JLET- 

1 

Digitized  by  Google 


Portugal,  spain,  &c.  195 

a 

LETTER  XXXIX. 

m 

MALAGA,  APRIL  IJ^  1760* 

Fr  O  M  Grenada  to  Antequera,  I  arrived 
io  two  days,  in  my  way  to  this  place,  with* 
out  any  thing  remarkable*  I  was  obliged 
to  have  two  one*hoirfe  chairs,  upon  account 
of  my  baggage ;  iu  the  latter  of  which  my 
great  cloak-bag  llood  upright,  aud  looked 
like  an  alderman.  The  people  iu  the  vil- 
Igcs,  through  which  we  pafled,  ftared  at 
this  phenomenon*  We  told  them  idly  it 
was  an  imbalmed  corpfe,  that  we  were  car- 
rying to  be  interred.  They  all  began  to  fay 
Ave  Marias  for  the  ibul  of  the  poor  de« 
cealed.  I  had  bargained  with  the  chaiie- 
maa  to  carry  me  quite  to  Malaga,  but  the 
roads  were  reprefcnted  to  be  fo  bad  from 
Antequera,  that  1  refolved  to  pafs  them  on 
horfe-back.*  We  might  have  gone  round, 

N  2  indeed^ 
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indeed,  in  a  chaiie,  but,  infiead  of  one  day's 
journey,  it  would  liavc  made  a  couple  I 
fet  out,  therefore^  early  the  next  moruiup; 
with  the  Malaga  courier,  who,  tho'  he  de* 
rives  his  name  from  running,  went  only  a 
foot-pace  all  the  way.  To  fliow  you  what 
Spain  IS,  we  had  no  little  difficulty  in  getting 
away  from  Antequera*  1  and  a  gentleman, 
who  was  likewiie  travelling  to  Malaga,  were 
obhged  to  go  to  the  courier^  houfe  ;  where> 
having  mounted  our  hoifes,  wc  fneaked 
out  of  town  by  a  back  way.  The  reafon 
was,  that  a  company  of  militia,  which  are 
upon  a  good  footing  here  in  Spain,  were 
going  from  Antequcra  to  the  Spanilh  liues 
at  Gibraltar.  As  they  wanted  beads  to  carry 
their  baggage,  anJ  as  there  were  but  few 
in  Antequera,  they  laid  an  embargo  upon 
all  they  could  find  ;  a  thing  which  foldiers 
in  this  country  have  a  right  to  do  for  their 
own  convenience,  tho'  under  the  name  of 
his  majefty's  fervice.  I  do  not  believe,  in- 
deed, that  they  would  have  dared  to  flop 
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lior fes  hired  by  any  perfon  of  more  appear- 
ance than  a  countryman,  or,  it  they  had, 
they  might,  perhaps,  have  been  feverely 
punllhcd  ;  yet,  as  1  was  a  foreigner,  and  to 
avoid  all  difputes,  I  was  not  at  all  difpleafed 
to  keep  the  horfes  out  of  their  Hght,  and 
to  elude  all  occaiiou  of  coutroveriy*  We 
fell  in  with  one  of  the  officers,  who  had 
preceded  the  reft  on  horfeback,  juft  as  we 
got  out  of  the  town.  Nothing,  however, 
pafled  between  us  but  very  great  civilities, 
till  the  road  parted,  when  we  took  leave 
of  each  other ;  he  to  go  to  Gibraltar,  and  I 
to  afcend  a  fteep  rock,  which  we  were  to 
pafi  in  our  way  to  Malaga.  Notwithftand- 
iiig  the  advanced  kafon  of  the  year,  as  we 
were  on  the  northern  fide  of  this  rugged 
mountain,  winter  Teemed  ftill  to  hold  his 
throne  upon  it.  We  baited  at  a  little  place 
^mong  the  mountains.  We  were  no  fooner 
arrived  to  the  declivity  on  the  Malaga  fide 
pf  the  rock,  than  we  felt  the  cluaaate  en- 
tliclv    changed.     Winter   w;is  fled,  and 
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fpring  had  reailumed  her  reign.  We  began, 
likewiie,  to  fee  the  vineyards  planted  on 
the  hills  on  each  fide  of  us,  which,  as  they 
had  begun  to  bud,  made  a  very  beautiful 
green.  This  plantation  of  vine$  upon  the 
hills  is  the  reafon  of  our  calling  the  wine, 
tmuntain^  that  comes  from  hence.  Not 
that  the  vineyards  are  fo  pretty  in  this 

< 

country  as  in  Tufcany.  Here  tliey  never 
let  the  plants  grow  above  four  or  five  feet 
froiii  the  ground.  In  Tufcany  they  ruq 
up  elms,  and  feftoons  are  made  from  one 
tree  to  another  of  the  moft  luxuriant  ihoots. 
They  have  an  opinion  in  this  country,  that 
the  letting  the  vine  branch  out  fp  much  m 
leaves  and  tendrils  weakens  the  grape.  It 
may  be  true  for  what  I  know.  At  leafl^ 
Spaniih  wines  are  much  flrongcr  than  thofe 
of  Italy.  But  this  rule  is  not  general ;  for 
in  the  Roman  Aate  they  do  the  fame  as  in 
Spain,  and  yet  their  wines  are  not  fironger, 
or,  perhaps,  in  general,  fo  flrong  as  thofe 
pf  Florence.    1  iliould  think,  as  well  with 

regard 


Digitized  by  Google 


PORTUGAU  SPAIN,  &c.  199 

regard  to  the  body  of  the  wine  as  to  the 
goodiiels  of  it,  that  there  is  more  m  the 

■ 

foil  thaii  any  thing  tlfc.  But  to  coucludc 
oor  journey. 

The  fea  now  began  to  lay  open  to  ow 
view,  with  the  Mooriih  coaA  clearly  ex* 
tended  beyond  it.    However,  by  Uttlc  and 
Uttle,  as  wc  dcfcoiiJcd  Into  tlic  valley,  wc 
loft  light       both.    At  laft  we  came  to 
Malaga,  after  a  very  tedious,  tho*  not  long, 
journey.    I  mean  that  the  flownefs  of  our 
progrcfs  tired  me,  not  the  length  of  the 
way.    Tlie  coniui  has  taken  me  into  his 
houic,  and  I  dined  to  day  with  a  BritiHi 
merchuiit  of  this  place*    The  coniur:>  bro- 
ther-in-law loft  a  confiderable  fum  of  money 
when  the  laft  war  broke  out  between  us  and 
Spain ;  part  of  which  he  is  now  attempting 
to  recover.    The  cafe,  as  well  of  his  lofs, 
as  the  grounds  of  his  now  attempting  to 
recover  it,  are,  if  I  miftake  not,  as  follow. 
By  treaties  cxlfiiug  between  Spain  and  Eng- 
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land,  Englilh  merchants  fettled  iu  that 
country,  upon  a  war's  breakmg  out  between 
the  two  kingdoms,  were  to  be  allowed 
fix  months  to  retire  with  their  cfiefis. 
At  Malaga  they  infringed  the  treaty  fo  much, 
that  not  fix  days  were  granted  to  this  gen* 
tieman  for  that  purpole.  However,  as  hd 
bad  received  fome  information  before  they 
came  to  leize  upon  his  cffccls,  the  principal 
part  of  them  were  already  conveyed  away. 

'  About  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  however,  ftiU 
remained,  which  were  confifcated,  the*  the 
government  to  be  fure  had  the  leaft  part  of 
them.    He  himfelf  Retired  to  a  convent, 
where  he  lived  for  fome  time,  and  was 
extremely  well  treated,  till  an  opportunity 
offered  of  getting  on  board  a  fhip  for  Eng? 
land.    That  gentleman  Is  fince  dead,  but 
his  brother  is  now  trying  if  he  can  recover 
any.  part  of  that  fum  fo  unjuftly  fetzed* 
You  may,  perhaps,  wonder  that  the  attempt* 
ing  fuch  a  recovery  has  been  deferred  for  fo 
many  years  after  the  couclyfion  of  the  peaqe, 

which 
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l^hich  would  feem  the  propereft  time  for 
p[iakiug  iucli  fullcitatlons,  1  believe  the 
reafbn  of  this  was  the  brother^s  dyuig, 
and  the  confuiion  of  their  affairs  at  that 
time,  joined  to  their  having  very  little  hopes 
of  redrefs.  What  makes  them  renew  their  - 
claim  at  prefeiit  is^  the  n^w  king  heiug. 
lately  come  to  the  throne,  and  liis  haviiig 
promifed  to  pay  his  father  Philip  the  fifth's 
debts^  of  which  this  may  be  co^fidered  ^ 
21  part. 
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E  T  T  E  R  XXXIX. 

MALAGA,  MAY  f,  t76o> 

«-  — -  —  The  captaiu  of  an  £ngli(h 

corn-veflel,  coming  lately  through  the 
^treights,  had  an  engagement  with  one  of  the 
French  row-boats  off  TarifFa.  This  little  port 
is  jufl  oppofite  to  Tangiers  in  Barbary,  As  it 
is  a  narrow  part  of  the  freights  the  French 
keep  little  boats  with  oars,  continually  upon 
the  watch  there,  for  what  Ihips  msgr  pafs, 
Tho'  they  call  them  French,  I  believe  the 
men  are  moftly  Spaniards,  who  put  up, 
however,  French  colours.  The  moment  they 
fee  any  little  (hips  pafling  they  fally  out  of 
their  den,  and  board  tliem.  They  have  taken  fq 
many,  potatpe  men  and  other  little  veflels 
coming  to  Gibraltar,  that  it  has  put  thegarri- 
fon  to  fome  inconvenience.  Rcprefentations 
|iave  been  made  to  the  court  of  Spain,  but  I 
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jdo  not  know  that  any  redrefs  has  been 
pbtained.  The  Spaniards  however,  will  not 
permit  o^r  privateers  in  their  ports,  and  I 
do  not  fee  why  they  ihpuld  thofe  of  the 
French,  for  thofe  little  row-boats  are  to  be 
conlidered  a$  fuch.  I  really  do  not  know 
vrhat  the  Englifli  can  do  in  this  cafe*  Tq 
{nil  into  the  port  of  TarifTa,  and  cut  tlicm 
from  their  anchors^  would  be  too  openly 
flying  in  the  face  of  Spain^  Arming  a  fmall 
yeiiel  firongly,  and  concealing  all  but  two  or 
tiiree  men  till  the  boats  came  near,  might  be 
another  method.  But  they  are  .too  cunning 
to  be  eafily  caught  that  way.  The  moment 
they  fee  any  tiling  ul  a  1)1  ue  or  icd  coat,  m 
filort,  any  thing  like  an  officer  on  board,  they 
retire  into  their  port,  and  they  have  fo  little 
way  to  run,  there  is  no  overtaking  them. 
But  to  return  to  that  which  chafed  our  little 
merchant  Ihip  as  (he  was  gonig  through  the 
Streights  hi  the  night.  Tiiey  bore  away  both 
of  them  till  they  were  nearly  off  Malaga^ 
when  the  morning  dawned*   The  captain  of 

the 
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the  merchant  fiiip  had  eight  men  beitdes 
himfelf  and  a  young  Ibn.  The  row«boat  had 
a  much  greater  number*   However,  he  de* 

feuded  himfelf  very  bravely  for  a  long  time# 
till  lie  received  a  ball  in  his  ihoulder^  which 
qbliged  him  to  retire,  aud  his  Ihip  fliortly 
after  ftruck,  If  I  do  not  miftake  flic  was  bound 
for  fome  part  of  Italy,    The  captain  of  the 
rpw-bpat  loll  his  leg  in  th^  engagement.  There 
was  no  iurgeon  on  hoard  either  of  the  veflels. 
The  Frengh  to  get  rid  of  the  incumbrance  of 
,  a  wounded  man  on  bpar(3,  fef  him  on  Ihore 
with  his  fon,  at  a  little  place  a  few  leagues 
off*  Malaga*   The  Spaniards  would  pot  let 
him  advance  frqm  the  ftrand,  upon  account 
of  his  bringing  no  credentials  from  whence 
the  veflel  came,  which  is  required  in  all  thefe 
countries  upon  accppnt  of  the  plague.  The 
poor  WQuaded  fellow  lay  upon  the  bare  ftiore 
for  fome  days,  without  any  perfon  but  his 
foil  to  help  him.  The  conful  at  laft  hearhig  of 
his  diftrefs,  not  only  got  him  exempted  from 
performing  quarantine,  but  had  him  conveyed 
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to  his  bou&y  where  he  fent  for  one  of  the 
beft  furgeons  iii  Malaga  to  attend  him. 
Before  I  came  they  had  already  made  one 
conliJerable  iiiciiioa  into  his  flioulder,  and  a 
day  or  two  after  I  arrived  they  made  ano- 
ther.   We  all  went  out  of  the  honfe  at  the 
time  of  the  operation,  not  to  hear  the  mife* 
rable  wretch's  lhrieks«  Both  before  and  after 
thefe  operations  they  extraded  a  j^rodigious 
quantity  of  bones,  for  the  fhoulder  blade 
was  fpliiitcrcd ;  but  tlicj  could  nevei-  get  at  . 
the  ball.    The  furgeon  indeed  was  in  doubt 
whether  it  was  a  ball,  or  a  fmslll  bar  of 
iron,  for  he  feemed  to  think  a  ball  could 
not  do  fuch  execution.    But  notwithfland- 
ing  all  the  care  that  could  be  taken  of  the  * 
poor  man,  the  lurgtuu  uae  morning  caiuu 
and  told  us,  that  his  patient  was  in  a  very 
bad  way,  that  he  had  feen  fymptoms  which 
were  the  forerunners  of  a  mortification,  and 
that  he  thought  we  Ihould  do  well  to  aik 
him  if  he  had  any  thing  to  leave,  as  it 
feemed  time  for  him  to  difpofe  of  it.  The 

principal 
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principal  bad  fymptoms  the  furgeon  com-^ 
plained  of  were  the  ihoulder- bone's  begin* 
ing  to  look  black,  and  the  patient  being 
troubled,  from  time  to  time,  with  cold  fits, 
not  attacking  the  whole  body,  as  au  ague,  but 
only  the  vital  parts  of  it«  The  conful  defi.-* 
red  me  to  go  up  with  him,  to  perform  the 
furgcon^s  deiire.  We  found  the  poor  man  in 
tolerably  good  fpirits.  But  when  it  was 
mentioned,  that  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
leave,  it  would  be  proper  for  him  to  dlipofe 
of  it,  I  faw  his  uiidcr  lip  pucker  up,  and 
meet  the  upper.  And  yet  we  drefled  up  every- 
thing in  the  moft  gentle  terms  poflible ;  but 
with  a  melancholy  voice  he  immediately 
alked  us,  if  we  thought  he  fhould  die.  The 
conful  told  him  no,  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
glad  to  fee  him  fo  well ;  but  as  all  things  in 
this  world  were  uncertain,  he  thought  if  he 
had  any  thing  to  leave,  it  would  be  proper 
for  him  to  make  feme  difpofal  of  it,  for  fear 
of  the  worft.  He  replied,  that  he  had  but 
half  a  houfe  in  the  whole  world,  which  was 

at 
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at  Lynn,  and  which  ,would  go  to  his  wife» 
without  any  with  He  then  complained  of 
the  ague,  wliich  tormented  him,  for  to  that 
he  flattered  himfelf  his  cold  fits  were  owing, 
and  begged  a  httlc  wine  ;  but.  the  doclor  and 
furgeons  had  ib  rigoroufly  denied  it^  that  the 
confui  did  not  care  to  give  him  any.  Begging 
the  faculty's  pardon^  however,  I  ihould  think 
'  the  dodor  and  furgeons  were  in  the  wrong* 
As  I  fuppofe,  the  man,  like  moil:  lailors,  had 
been  ulcJ  to  hard  drinking,  iurc  a  drop  of  , 
wine  could  not  do  any  hurt.  I  fliould  th'n^k 
the  contrary  would  rather  be  pernicious,  to 
oblige  him  to  fuch  a  great  change  of  diet, 
when  the  ill  habit  of  his  body  could  but  badly 
bear  any  alteratioUt  and  his  ipirits  wanted  a 
little  aliiilance.  Before  I  conclude  I  muft 
juft  mention  the  ungracluuinefs  of  his  fun, 
who  ufed  to  pull  his  father's  arm  to 
put  him  to  pain,  and  threatened  after  his 
father's  deaths  to  declare  he  had  zGtcd 
like  a  coward. 

Th^ 
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The  conful  one  day  horle*wiiippcd  hini^ 
but  he  ihewed  no  figa  of  fear,  and  by  the 
intercefliou  of  his  father  was  flill  continued 
about  him* 

The*  my  iituation  here  is  as  agreeable  as 
the  civilities  of  the  inhabitants  can  render  it, 
I  think,  altogether,  Malaga  is  but  a  dull  place* 
Indeed  there  are  no  public  diverfions  in  any 
part  of  Andalufia,  except  at  Grenada,  where* 
111  a  Iktlc  time,  they  intead  to  fet  up  a  plav^ 
But  Spanifli  comedies  are  what  I  can  by  no 
means  approve  of.  Their  theatre  feems  to 
be  much  in  the  fame  condition  as  Horace 
defcribes  that  of  Greece  in  the  time  of 
Thefpis.  At  Madrid,  the  capital,  or  kail:  ' 
the  refidence  of  their  court,  tlicy  have  no 
fuch  thing  as  fcenes,  only  a  ftriped  curtain^ 
like  thofe  we  put  about  beds,  flit  in  various 
places,  through  which  apertures  the  perfon- 
ages  of  the  play  generally  enter,  to  the  no 
fmall  difcompofure  of  their  peruke,  la  the 
royal  palace  of  the  Retiro,  there  is  indeed  a 

very 
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veiy  jfamous  opera  houfe,  which  the  late 
queen  built,  who  was  particularly  fond  of 
Italian  muiiCy  and  at  that  time  the  unman- 
ned iinging  gentry  made  no  fmall  harveft. 
I  do  not  know  whether  Farinelli  had  not 
then  a  peilfion  of  two  thoufand  pounds  a 
year.  After  the  death  of  the  late  queen,  the 
long  malady  of  Ferdinand  the  fizth  put.  all 
public  diveriions  out  of  fdhion ;  for  in  theie 
monarchical  countries,  the  leaft  indifpoiiltion 
in  the  head  obliges  the  fubje£ts  throughout 
the  whole  realm  to  lay  afide  all  their  public 
mirth  and  jollity.  But  the  unbearded  fong- 
ilers  of  Madrid  began  to  raife  their  fpirits 
upon  the  death  of  his  late  majefly.  I'hey 
flattered  themfelves,  that  a  king  who  had^ 
been  fo  long  at  Naples  as  Don  Carlos  the 
third,  could  not  but  have  brought  a  muikal 
tafte  with  him  from  that  grand  fchooi  of 
harmony.  But,  whatever  the  cauie  was,  the 
fact  has  turued  out  quite  the  contrary.  The 
kingy  upon  his  arrival  at  Madrid,  profeiled  a 
public  diilike  to  all  forts  of  mufical  peribr** 
Vol.  II.  O  mances, 
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manccs,  and  fcnt  Farinelll  away,  who  1 
believe  is  no\v  gone  to  fpend  the  remainder 
of  liis  decrepid  days  ii^  Italy.  In  ihort,  the 
fine-toned  Neapolitans,  that  came  to  Madrid 
to  iell  air  modulated  through  their  wind* 
pipes,  have  been  entirely  dilappointcd,  and 
with  long  countenances  think  of  returning 
to  their  native  country.  Some  of  them  how- 
ever^ ftay,  in  hopes  of  an  opera  being  allowed 
during  the  feftivals  for  the  inauguration  of 
the  king,  whicli  whether  it  will  or  no  is 
what  1  can  not  lay. 
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«T.  ROCKS,  MAY  5,  1760* 

JL  HE  morning  before  yefterday  I  left 
Malaga.    The  conful  would  accompany  me 
fome  part  of  the  way,  tho*  he  wai  obliged 
to  be  back  by  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  to  receive 
the  ceffion  of  a  prize  the  French  had  unjuftly 
made*   They  had  cut  her  away  from  her 
anchor  at  Marbella,  a  little  maritime  town 
between  Malaga  and  Gibraltar.    She  was 
laden  with  corn.    Now  the  French  were 
certain,  upon  this  affair's  being  reprefented  at 
Madrid^  that  chey  ihould  be  obliged  to  reilore 
her^  but  they  knew  at  the  fame  time  that 
com  being  a  periiliable  commodity,  it  would 
in  all  probability  be  Ipoilt  before  a  mcflenger 
could  go  to  Madrid  and  return  to  Malaga. 
The   rafcal  that  took  her  was  m^Uicious 
enough  to  make  a  handle  of  this,  and  Infift 
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upon  a  gratificatioa  to  reftore  her  immeili* 
atfly,  without  fuls  or  feuding  to  the  miniftry  ; 
and  I  think  the  day  before  yefterday  a  certaia 
number  of  piftoles  were  agreed  upon,  which 
the  Englifli  thought  better  to  pay  than  leek 
for  juftice^  and  lofe  the  whole  cargo.  Be* 
fides  corn  is  faid  to  be  much  wanted  at  Lifbon^ 
fo  that  in  all  probability  it  will  fell  well^  and 
as  fome  water  had  got  in  among  it^  it  was 
beginning  to  fpoil^  wliich  made  a  quicker 
vent  the.  more  neceflary.   It  was  tlie  having 
this  ihip  delivered  over  to  him  that  obliged 
the  conful  to  ieturn»  when  I  proceeded  to 
dinner  at  Coin,  a  very  pretty  place  as  any  I 
have  ieen  in  Spain^  and  the  country  watered 
at  almoft  every  hundred  yards  with  little 
murmuring  rivulets*   From  Coin  we  went 
and  flept  at  Munda^  the  plains  of  which^  if 
.the  billy  country  about  it  could  ever  affi>rd 
a  plain,  are  famous  for  a  battle  between  Caefar 
and  Pompey  the  younger,  in  which  the  for- 
.mer  was  vidorious.   They  point  out  the 
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Ijieicl  of  battle  to  you  upon  the  leaft  uneven 
ipot*  but  a  diiquilition  about  it  can  be  neither 
.  entertaining  nor  uiefuh     From  Munda  I 
went  die  next  day  over  not  unpleafant  but. 
craggy  mountains  to  dine  at  Marbella.  I 
Jn^d  a  letter  there  for  a  Spanilh  gentleman, 
Vfho  was  born  at  Gibraltar,  and  part  of  whofe 
family  ftill  lives  there.   There  are  a  number 
of  Spaniarda  ftill  reiiding  at  Gibraltar;  for 
.when  the  place  was  taken  thofe  families  which 
chofe  to  continue  there  had  full  permifliont 
and  I  believe  a  great  many  may  have  been 
more  contented  under  the  Englifh  govern* 
ment  than  that  of  Spain.    The  feft  retired 
to  St.  Rock's,  where  they  forn^^e^  this  towa, 
which  is  now  ^he  Spaaifli  head  (^uai  ters  in 
thcfe  parts.    After  having  diucJ  ^ith  my 
friend  at  Marbella,  we  purfued  our  w?iy  along 
the  fe^  ihore,  near  which  we  were  to  travel 
almo(l  as  far  as  Gibraltar,  that  is  till  within 
three  or  four  leagues  of  this  place,  when  we 
were  to  turn  up  tlie  country  a  little.  We 
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oyertook  a  troop  of  horfe  not  a  great  way 
fnom  Marbella,  who  put  me  at  their  head, 

ft 

and  in  this  manner  we  continued  our  march 
to  Eftcpona,  a  little  village  where  we  were  to 
pafs  the  night.  I  wanted  to  get  as  early  as  I 
could  to  St.  Rock's  the  next  day,  to  be  able 
if  poiiible  to  obtaiu  my  Spanilh  paiiport  and 
enter  Gibraltar  iu  the  evening ;  but  the  mule- 
teers, of  which  there  were  no  Icfs  than  two 
to  recohdudl  our  horfes,  declared  they  muil 
hear  mafs  before  they  fet  out  the  next  morn- 
ing, as  it  wias  a  holy-day*  Not  tLiiiking  mj- 
felf  bound  by  thefe  religious  ties,  there  was 
nothing  hindered  me  from  mounting  my 
horfe,  without  any  Roman  catholic  atten- 
dants,  as  early  as  I  pleafed.  The  way  1  ima* 
gined  I  could  not  lofe,  as  it  was  moftJy  along 
by  the  fca  iide,  and  as  for  what  remaii^d  after 
leaving  the  feafhore  to  St.  Rock's,  1  thought 
the  courfe  of  the  country  would  direct  me. 
Bciides,  the  back  part  of  the  rock  of  Gibral- 
tar was  in  view.    It  had  been  fo  ever  fince 
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•I  emerged  from  the  moun tains  between  Mund^ 
and  Marbella,  and  came  down  towards  tl\t 
lea.    I  did  not  doubt  therefore  of  finding 
jout  a  place  chat  \v^s  already  under  my  eye. 
Accordingly,  leaving  my  ieryant  and  the 
xaiuietcers  to  accoinpliih  their  devotions,  1  ftt 
out  by  mooa*light,^ud  took  my  iblitary  way 
along  the  flrand,  which  was  at  about  every  ' 
three  hundred  yaids  diilaucc  gariiiihcd  with 
old  round  towers,  in  eacli  ot  which  I  beheve 
there  uf^d  formerly  to  be  a  guard,  to  give  from 
jthence  figns  by  beacons  upon  the  coaft  of  the 
appearance  of  any  Moors,  and  fo  alarm  the 
whole  neighbourhood.  The  Spaniards,  how- 
ever, .^t  prefent  neglect  thefe  precautions, 
and  only  keep  a  company  of  trpopers  polled 
up  and  down  in  two  or  tiiree  places.  Indeed 
I  believe  the  Moors  very  fcldom  attempt  to 
land  in  this  part  of  Spaiia/  tho'  it  is  \yhat  i$ 
aearell  to  their  own  country  ;  but  the  Alge- 
rines  very  often  make  little  difembarkations 
upon  the  ii^orc  nuithern  coails.    The  moon 
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with  uncommon  fplendor  aflifted  my  earlj 
journey,  and  the  gentle  breaking  of  the  then 
.   pacific  waves  upon  the  firand  iocited  contem- 
plation.  At  laft  I  came  to  the  place  where 
the  Moori(h  tower$  ended,  and  where  I  was 
to  penetrate  a  little  into  the  inland  countr/ 
juil  by.  St.  Rock's.   They  had  the  night 
before  dunned  me  fo  nauch  about  being  fure 
to  leave  the  fca  ftiorc,  when  there  were  no 
more  towers,  that  I  overdid  the  thing,  and 
went  too  foon  and  too  much  on  the  right 
hand.   An  ugly  river,  which  I  did  not  much 
like  fording  alone,  had  fbme  fhare  in  making 
'  me  leave  the  fea.   Indeed  I  had  met  v^ith 
a  good  many  rivers  and  rivulets  from  my 
fettiug  out  from  Cfiepoua,  fqme  qf  which 
were  deep.    I  think  the  way  I  went  was 
juil  the  place  where  all  the  rivulets  iu  the 
country   difcharged   (hemfelves    into  the 
Streights.    But  I  at  lail,  by  goin^  higher  up» 
pafled  the  ilrcaiii  iu  (jueftion,  and  got  into  a 
wild  fort  of  country  on  the  other  fide^  of 
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SCy  where  1  was  obliged  to  go  on  a  great  way  . 
before  I  met  anjr  perfon  to  aik  about  the  road. 
At  laft  a  couutrjr  fellow*  who  was  watching 
ibn(ie  horfes  while  they  grazed,  told  me  upon 
enquiry,  that  I  was  q\xite  out  of  the  way, 
and  that  the  only  thing  I  could  do  to  get  into 
it  again  was  to  go  back  the  fame  road  I  came, 
and  continue  along  the  fea-ihore  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  farther  before  I  left  it.   That  the 
river  too  was  very  fafely  fordable  juii  by  the 
fea,  for  indeed  the  impaifible  look  of  it  had 
been  one  of  the  principal  reafons  which  had 
biailedme  to  turn  iofoon  up  into  the  country, 
or  elie  I  might  perhaps  have  gone  (liaight 
along  half  a  mile  farther,  for  there  was  Aill 
one  remaining  tower  at  that  diftance.    It  was 
now  broad  day-light,,  and  had  been  fb  for 
fome  time,  tho*  the  moon  had  before  flione 
fo  bright,  that  I  think  (he  almoft  rivalled 
her  brother  Apollo*   You  may  perhaps  won-* 
fder  at  the  reafon  of  my  goxngfofarupinto  the 
country  as  St.  Rock's^  when  Gibraltar  being 

upou 


ziS      LETTERS  FROM 

upon  thefea-ihore,  you  will  naturally  imagiae 
that  by  keeping  cioie  to  it,  X  ougiit  foouer  or 
later  to  come  to  my  journey's  end.  But  you 
will  remember  that  every  perfon,  (as  indeed 

^  I  have  already  iiinted)  who  wauts  to  enter 
the  garrifon,  mull  hrft  go  and  get  leave  of 

,  the  Spanlfli  coaimaudcr  at  St.  Rock's  to  pals 
the  lines.  To  e^^ecute  therefore  this  intention 
I  was  obliged  I  upon  the  horie*  grazier's  infor^ 
mation,  to  turn  about  the  head  of  my  fteedt 
and  follow  the  traces  I  had  already  made  till 

.  I  got  back,  to  the  fea.  But  not  to  keep  you 
any  longer  upon  the  road  between  Eftepona 
and  St.  Rock's^  I  will  or^ly  tell  you  that, 
^fter  having  pafled  through  many  queer 
fort  of  places,  I  arrived  this  n^ornmg  ia  fafety 
to  this  latter  town.  Indeed  1,  thought  I 
fhould  never  have  got  here,  and  a  milhng 
cloudy  day,  as'  it  has  turned  out  from  about 
an  hour  after  iun-rife,  rendered  my  journey 
ftill  more  intricate.  However,  at  a  cottage 
I  got  a  good  draught  of  milk,  (which  is  ^  ' 
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icarce  commodity  in  fouthern  couQtrieSt)  and 
it  heartened  me  up  to  iord  a  great  river^  and 
arrive  at  my  journey's  end,  1  have  juft  been 
-to  wait  upon  the  commander  of  the  hnes. 
Bucareili,  who  had  that  poft  when  I  was  laft 
at  Gibraltar,  is  now  made  governor  of  Barce* 
lona,  which  I  Ihould  think  fo  haughty  a  man 
will  be  far  from  liking,  as  at  St.  Rock's  he 
was  fole  in  command,  and  even  king  iii  his 
little  territory^  and  at  Barcelona  he  will  be 
under  the  captain  general  of  the  province 
of  Catalonia^  who  reiides  in  that  city*  His 
poft  here  is  occupied  by  Don  Carabeo  Gri- 
maldi,  whom  I  knew  at  Madrid.  He  has  re- 
ceived me  with  the  greateft  civility.  When  I 
alked  him  leave  to  enter  into  Gibraltar  and  to 
return  the  fame  day,  he  immediately  ordered 
the  paflport  to  be  made  out.  The  reafon  of 
my  Jeiuhig  to  return,  js,  that  I  have  not  only 
heard  at  Malaga,  but  from  a  gentleman  I, 
have  met  at  St.  Rock's  am  informed  of  our 
aixkbafiddor*$  having  fet  fail  for  Barbary  above 
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a  fortnight  ago,  which  if  troe  will  forever 
loie  me  the  fight  of  Marocco,  and  I  have 
liothing  to  do  but  to  return  to  Madrid^ 


LET. 
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Th  O*  all  hopes  of  the  Barbarj  expedi« 
tlon  are  over,  as  fome  of  the  ranibmed 
ilaves  are  already  arrived  at  this  place,  i 
fliall  ftay  here  a  day  or  two,  before  I  fet  off 
for  my  journey  through  Spain  to  embark 
at  Barcelona  for  Sicily,  as  we  have  iettled« 
The  Barbary  affairs  go  on  extremely  welL 
However,  I  believe  we  paid  more  money 
for  the  redemption  of  our  flaves  than  was 
at  firA  demanded.     Captain  Barton,  the 
captahi  of  the  Lltclificld,  is  already  come 
on  boai'd  the  Guernfey,  tho'  1  believe  only 
upon  his  parole  to  return  upon  the  emperor 
of  Marocco*s  enjoining  him  fo  to  do.  They 
fay  he  wept  upon  finding  himfelf  once  more 
in  an  Enghih  ihip.   But  to  continue  my 
proceedings  ia  a  fort  of  liiflorical  method, 

which 
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which  may,  as  I  have  faid,  be  lefs  tirefome 
than  a  detached  defcriptlon  bf  cuftoms  and 
countries,   and  other   occurrences.  The 

.  governor  would  make  me  eat  a  beef-fteak 
with  hlni  upon  my  aiiival  at  tliu  place; 
for  fo  he  called  his  good  dinner,  and  in  the 
interval  I  made  a  fhort  vifit  to  the  feveral 
acquaintance's  I  had  within  the  garrifon^ 
which  conAfted  moftly  in  officers  aud 
merchants.  Indeed,  there  are  few  other 
perious  of  the  lead  charader  at  Gibraltar, 
I  fay  of  the  leaft  charafter,  becaufe,  what 
the  garrifon  confifts  of  befides,  is  the  fcum 
of  all  nations  mixed  together.  When  firft 
I  came  to  Cjibraltar,  I  could  imagine  no 
entertainment  greater  than  ftanding  at  the 
window,  and  remarking  the  different  nations 
that  pafied.  It  feemcd  as  if  the  town  was 
in  mafqueradc.  One  moaicut  a  Turk  ftalks 
before  you  ;  the  next  a  Moor  prefents  him- ' 
felf  to  your  view ;  then  comes,  perhaps,  a 
Barbar}^  Jew,  drefied  after  his  faihion^  with 

'   his  long  beard  and  long  black  gown ;  then 
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a  common  Jew  ;  then  a  Spaniard,  with  his 
cloak  and  flopped  hat ;  then  a  Spanifji  coun-^ 
trjman,  with  his  queer  cap,  that  when  you 
look  him  in  the  front,  forms  a  triangle,  in 

which  his  face  is  inclofed.    After  all  thcic " 
figures,  a  jemmy  red-coat  officer  varies,  per- 
baps,  the  fcene  a  little  ;  or  a  Spaiiifh  officer, 
0^  Spanifli  and  Englifli  fokliers  or  fallors,  or 
Italians,  or  French,  or  Germans,  or  all  forts 
of  nations^    But  you  come,  at  laft,  to  be 
tfed  to  all  this  medley  of  tigures,  and  it 
makes  no  impreliion.     In  the  evening  I  ' 
returned  to  St.  Rock's,  and,  as  I  had  found 
tolerably  good  lodgings  at  Gibraltar,  I  re* 
iblvcd  to  return,  uud  ftay  a  few  uav:5  there.. 
Upon  my  arrival  at  St.  Rock*s,  I  made  a 
vifit  to  Carabeo,  defiring  a  frclh  paiTport  to 
re-enter  Gibraltar  with  my  things.  He 
complied  with  my  requeft,  and  at  the  fame 
time  gave  orders,  that  my  baggage  iiiould 
not  be  molefled  by  the  cuitom-houfe  officers. 
However,  I  collcdcd  fioni  Lb  behaviour        '  . 
llhat  what  he  was  doing  for  me  was  to  be 

confr- 
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coiifidered  as  a  favor,  and  an  aft  of  friend- 
Ihip  from  his  having  known  me  at  Madrid* 
I  told  him  I  underfiood  it  in  that  light,  and 
thanking  him  very  kindly^  took  my  leave*  | 
He  prefled  me  to  flay  dinner^  but  I  excuied  | 
myfelf  by.  being  engaged  to  the  governor,  | 
at  whole  table  I  appeared  jufl  as  it  was 
ferving.  » 

When  we  were  feated,  a  ihip  appeared 
tn  the  bay,  of  which  you  have  a  full  view 
from  the  convent  or  governor's  habitation. 
It  was  one  of  the  velleis  that  had  been 
cruizing  off  Sallee,  with  our  ambaflador  to 
Maiocco.  Befides  the  Guernfey,  his  own 
(hip,  he  had  fet  fail  with  a  couple  of  frigates 
in  company.  It  was  one  of  them  which 
was  now  returning,  and  which  had  on 
board  eighty  of  the  three  hundred  flaves 
he  was  to  redeem.  About  five  o'clock  ihe 
anchored,  and  the  late  captives  came  on 
Ihore  in  a  moft  ihattered  condition.  How,-n 
ever,  moft  of  them  got  old  deaths  lent 
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them,  which,  as  they  were  not  of  a  piece, 

rendered  them  very  curious  iigures.  There 
were  but  two  or  three  officers  aioug  witli 
them.    After  havhig  left  the  governor's,  I 
went  to  take  a  little  walk  upon  the  parade^ 
the  general  place  of  refbrt  after  the  dinner 
and  bottle  are  iinilhed.   It  was  here  I  had 
the  firfl  converfation   with  our  redeemed 
flaves.  They  did  not,  however^  fo  much  com- 
plain of  their  treatment  as  I  had  imagiued^ 
but  ill  every  thing  elfe  their  ftory  nearly 
agreed  with  what  I  have  already  told  you. 
Captain  Barton  ftill  remains  behind.  One 
or  two  of  the  officers,  indeed,  told  moft 
ftrauge  things.    I  alked  them  how  they 
lived,  to  which  they  aufwered,  **  very  hard.*' 
Upon  defiring  to  know  their  general  fare, 
they  told  me  it  was  beef,  mutton,  fowls, 
and  game,  which  did  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  fuch  very  hard  living,  at  leaft,  1  had 
often  fared  worfe  in  Spain*     But  what 
feemed  to  be  really  diiagreeable  was,  the 
contempt  m  which  the  Moors  held  them. 
Vol-.  II.  P  They 
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They  nfed  from  time  to  time  to  fpit  ill 
their  faces;  in  revenge  of  which  injury 
they  did  not  dare  to  move  either  hands  or 
tongue*  One  of  them  told  me  a  very  bloody 
ilory  about  a  Spaniard.  He  had  made  ufe 
of  feme  reviling  terms  in  his  own  language 
upon  a  Moor's  fpitting  in  his  face.  They 
tore  him  immediately  before  Sidi  Mahomet, 
the  emperor,  who  with  a  battle<^xe  cleaved 
his  IkulL  The  brains  flew  about  on  all 
fides.  But  I  kxxow  too  well  how  fond 
travellers  are  of  recounting  wonderful  ftories, 
I  am  furprized,  however,  at  their  finding 
implicit  believers.  Before  my  fetting  out 
for  Spain,  I  was  informed  by  ibme  ladies, 
that  a  gentleman  had  feen  a  peribn  clapt 
aUve  upon  the  hre,  and  flowly  burnt  in  the 
Spauiih  inquiiition.  Upon  my  contradict* 
ing  it,  1  was  laughed  ar,  and  told  that  it 
was  from  an  eye  witnefs  they  had  the  ac- 
count. My  furprize  was  not  from  fuch  a 
ftory's  being  recounted,  but  from  its  finding 
credit.     Hyperbolical  licexifes  are  ufed  in 
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travelling  as  well  as  poetry.   Not  but  that 

I  believe  fevere  (executions  may  have  b^en 
performed  in  that  tribunal,  but  it  is  ib  very 
fecret  in  its  proceedings,  that  I  dare  fay 
what  is  trauia^ed  within  its  walls  ha^  very 
rarely  tranfpired  to  the  public. 
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X  H I S  mornilig^  after  having  bid  adieu  to 
my  Gibraltar  frieuds,  I  mounted  a  hired  horle 
and  iallied  forth  from  the  garrilon.  Upon 
'  my  taking  leave  of  the  governor  I  received 
a  commiiiiou  from  him  to  endeavour  to  get 
a  renewal  of  the  free  conuiiuaicatiou  with 
Spain,  which  the  Englifti  had  enjoyed  when 
Bucareli  commanded  at  St.  Rock's.  In  his 
time  every  per(bn  who  had  the  governor  of 
Gibraltar's  permiiiion  might  pafs  the  lines. 
But  as  many  bequeathed  their  |:afl|orts, 
which  were  little  tickets,  to  fome  fjiend 
when  they  left  Gibraltar,  they  had  been  ex- 
tended to  fuch  a  deg  ree,  that  there  was  fcarcely 
a  (lioemaker  without  them.  I'o  this  Cara- 
beo,  and  our  governor  himlelf,  expreiled  a 
dlilikc.    But  they  were  not  as  yet  fufficiently 
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acquainted  with  each  other  to  fettle  thele 
matters.    My  lord  wanted  a  familiarity  to 
be  introduced  between  them.    I  pfomifed 
to  acquaint  Carabeo  that  his  lordlhip  hoped 
he  would  favour  him  with  his  company  one 
day  to  diaiier  in  the  garriloa,  tor  he  laid  he 
was  lure  they  Ihould  do  nothing  till  they  h^d 
eat  and  drunk  t(^ether.    Having  executed 
this  commiflion,  and  dined  with  Carabeo,  or 
Grimaldi  as  they  call  him  at  Gibraltar^  I  am 
now  retired  to  my  inn,  which  is  not  fo  bad  as 
the  generality  in  Spain,  having  been  a  lort 
of  airing  place  for  the  Engliih.    I  (hall  fet 
oflf  early  to-morrow  luornliig  for  Port  St. 
Mary's.    ~  — -  ^  — 


LET 
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.  I  Arrived  the  day  before  yefterday  at  this 
place,  without  any  thing  remarkable  iu  my 
journey.    I  intended  yefterday  to  fet  out  for 
St.  Lucar^  making  it  in  my  way  to  Sev  ille| 
and  fb  to  Madrid,  but  the  coach«mau  whole 
vehicle  I  had  hired  difappointed  me^  which 
changed  my  deftiny  from  travelling  to  an 
evening^  ride  on  horfe-^back  with  the  con? 
ful's  family.    The  pountry  about  Port  St. 
Mary's  is  very  pretty,   and  every  thing  is 
now  in  its  beft  bloom.   The  fun  was  a  little 
hoty  but  we  avoide;d  it  in  part^  by  riding 
under  the  (hade  of  olive  grounds.    Upon  our 
return^  we  pafled  through  one  of  the  moil 
delightful  lanes  1  ever  favv.    Thoufands  and 
thoufands  of    fpoutaneous  honey-fuckles 
were  bloflbming  ia  the  hedges  on  each  fide. 

They 
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They  perfumed  the  whole  atmofphere.  We 
had  with  us  ibtne  of  the  £ngU(h  merchants 
iettled  here  and  at  Cadiz,  of  which  there 
are  but  two  or  three  families,  as  tbey  do  not 
«find  the  fame  account  in  trade  as  the  Irifb, 
being  obliged  to  retire  in  time  of  wan  The 
Irifli  Roman  catholics,  and  I  believe  there 
are  no  proteftants  of  that  nation  at  Cadiz^ 
are  of  an  amphibious  nature*  In  time  of 
peace,  or  when  it  ferves  their  turn,  they  are 
Britifli  lubjeds,  and  in  time  of  war,  or  when 
they  want  to  go  tp  the  Spaailh  weft  Indies, 
chey  arc  Spaniaids,  Our  ambaffador  how- 
ever, has  juft  put  them  all  into  confuiion,  by 
difpatching  an  exprefs  to  the  conful  here^ 
with  orders  to  fend  to  all  the  Iriih  families^ 
inhabiting  within  his  diftrxct,  and  deiire  them 
to  declare  whether  they  are  Britifh  or  Spa* 
iiiih  fubjeds.  It  certainly  is  a  puziiiug  quef- 
tion,  as  the  major  part  would  have  chofen  to 
hold  the  fcale  doubtful,  and  then  turn  the 
balance  as  affairs  afterwards  ihould  dired. 
Some  of  them,  as  you  will  imagine,  declared 

P  4  themfelves 
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themfelves  Britiih  fubjeds,  and  iome  Spaniih. 
Some  faid,  they  would  not  tell  what  they 
were,  and  that  the  ambaflador  had  no  autao- 
rity,  to  make  fuch  a  demand 

*  Tbo  king  of  Spain  has,  iince  the  late  peace,  fettled 

tliis  affair,  by  making  the  IriDi  tlcdarc  vv{iofe  fubjeds 
tl^ey  ciioofe  to  be. 


t 
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LETTER  XLV, 

»  ♦ 

PORT  ST.  MARY'S^  MAY  l8,  1760^ 

I  Have  put  off  my  departure  for  Madrid  till 
this  evening,  and  yefterday  was  to  vi(it  my 
friends  at  Cadiz,  with  one  of  whom  I  dined. 

A'S  our  diicourie  turned  upon  the  poilibiiity 
of  a  very  furprifing  flory,  believed  beie  iu 
Spain,  and  witnefled  in  a  particular  manner, 

1  can  not  avoid  giving  it  ^ou, 

Some  fifliermen  a  few  years  ago,  were  ex« 
ercifing  .their  trade  off  Cadiz.  As  they  were 
drawing  their  nets  they  perceived  an  ani* 
mal  that  had  the  form  of  a  man,  fwimming 
along  at  fome  diflance  in  the  fea,  and  from 
time  to  time  plac  ing  upon  the  Vv  avcs.  They 
had  feen  this  figure  two  or  three  days,  I 
think,  fucceflively,  and  once  it  came  fo  near 
them  that  they  threw  it  lome  bits  of  bready 

which 
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which  the  fea-monfter,  for  fuch  they  ima- 
glned  it  to  be,  fnatchLd  up  greedily,  and 
devoured.   Tfee  city  of  Cadist  thought  itfelf 
interefted  enough  in  the  afiair  to  give  orders 
all  their  fiihermen  and  failors  to  do  their 
utmpft  endeavours  to  catch  it.  Accordingly 
they  went  out,  and  after  many  trials^  did  at 
laft  furround  it  fo  compleatiy  with  their 
nets,  that  it  remained  intangled  hi  them.. 
Upon      bcliig  brought  into  Cadiz  and  partit 
cularly  examined,  it  was  found  to  have  the 
perfeft  form  of  a  man.   However^  his  nail$ 
were  almofl  eaten  away,  and  fome  affirmed, 
that  upon  his  tirit  landing  he  had  a  fort  of 
fcaly  matter  down  his  back-bone,  whicii 
however  fell  ofF  in  a  little  time.    Tho'  he 

•       •    -  * 

ufed  from  time  to  time  to  make  a  npife,  yet 
lie  articulated  nothing,  except  one  v\Oid 
which  no  perfbn  underftood,  and  which  was 
that  of  Liergancs.  There  happened  however 
to  be  a  Bifcayan  at  Cadiz,  who  having  heard 
that  this  man-monder  often  ufed  to  pro- 

Hoiuicc  the  word  Lriergaues,  caui^  and  laid 

that 
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%hiit  there  was  a  little  village  of  that  name  in 
Biscay.  Every  perfon  was  aftunifhed  that 
this  amphibious  human  creature,  who  feem^ 
ed  to  Ihew  few  figns  of  underftanding  in  any 
of  his  adions,  nor  articulated  any  other 
ibund$9  ihould  light  upon  the  word  Lier* 
ganes,  which  he  repeated  very  often.  It 
was  agreed,  out.of  curiofity,  to  conduit  hua 
to  the  place.  The  monfter  and  his  atten- 
dants fet  ovit  accordingly  on  foot,  and  arri. 

yed  at  length  to  the  brink  of  a  little  hill, 
that  looks  down  upon  Lierganes.  The  mo- 
ment the  houfes  were  in  fight,  away  he  ran 
before  his  guardians  and  entered  the  place* 
With  much  furprize  they  followed  him* 
However  he  got  out  of  fight.  They  en** 
cjuired  after  him,  and  it  was  not  difBcuk  to 
.  trace  fuch  a  particular  figure.  He  was  gone 
into  a  poor  old  woman's  houfe.  They  came 
there  and  found  him  with  the  old  woman. 
She  told  them  upon  their  enquiry,  that  the 
£gure  before  them  was  her  fon.  That  ihe 
had  fent  him  apprentice  to  a  carpenter  at 

£ilboa^ 
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Bilboa.  That  he  had  there  taken  fuch  a 
paffion  to  the  fea,  that  every  moment  of 
leifure  time  was  confumed  in  fwimmiDg, 
That  he  had  arrived  to  fuch  perfection  in 
diving,  as  to  ftay  under  water  a  confiderable 
time^  and  v^ould  go  to  moft  furpriiiag  dif* 
tances.  That  one  day  as  he  was  fwimmiug 
with  fomeofhis  companions,  he  went  out  fo 
far  into  the  fea^  that  tkey  loft  fight  of  hinu 
They  waited  fbme  hours*  but  finding  he  did 
not  come  back,  imagined  he  muft  have 
been  drowned  by  lome  accident,  and  with 
much  grief  returned  home.  Tiaat  ihe  from 
that  time  had  conlidered  her  fon  as  dead, 
wiien  he  now  fo  furpiliiDgly  appeared  before 
her.    The  old  woman  having  thus  finllhcd 

■ 

her  ftory,  the  perfons  who  had  accompanied 
her  fbn,  remained  in*  the  utmoft  aftontfh* 
rnent*  A  little  time  after  a  great  many  per- 
fons flocked  to  the  houfe^  and  mod  of  theni 

recollecled  him,  betides  he  had  a  brotlier 
and  filler,  and  other  relations,  who  knew 
Jiim  perfectly  \vell,  fo  that  there  could  be  no 

doubt 
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doubt  concerning  the  identity  of  the  perfon* 
He  did  not  live  1  think  above  nve  or  fix  years 
after  his  having  been  thus  taken  out  of  the 
fea.  He  never  recovered  his  fenfes  or  fpeech 
except  two  or  three  words,  fuch  as  bread, 
wine,  Sec*  which,  however,  he  pronounced 
without  any  coherency.  During  this  time 
he  was  viCited  by  a  number  of  learned  peo- 
ple ill  Spain,  who  all  give  tefllinony  to  what 
I  have  here  faid* 

Now  you  will  think  this  ftory  very  fur- 
prlfing,  and  for  my  own  part  I  do  not  be- 
lieve a  fingle  fyllable  of  it,  but  furely  never 

r 

did  a  lie  meet  with  more  favourers  to  defend 
it,  or  more  learned  men  to  authorifc  it.  The  ^ 
clever  Feyjoo  attempts  to  prove  the  poflibi- 
Uty  of  the  thing  by  natural  means,  tlio* 
ibme  would  clap  a  miracle  upon  it,  by  faying 
it  was  owing  to  a  curfe  he  received  from  his ' 
mother  for  fome  mifdemeanor  or  other  he 
had  committed  when  he  was  a  little  boy. 
What  Feyjoo  fays  .with  regard  to  this  won- 
derful 

Digitized  by  Google 
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derful  man-fifli  is  as  follows.    After  dividing 
his  dlflertation  Into  different  articles,  he  at* 
f empts  to  prove  the  poflibility  of  a  man'a 
living  in  the  water  a  coniiderable  time,  and 
that  without  deep,  and  only  nouriihed  with 
raw  fiih.    One  of  the  arguments  he  brings 
upon  the  firft  head  is,  "  that  a  man  who  liad 
never  walked  would  think  it  as  impofliblc 
to  go  twenty  miles  on  foot,  as  to  fwim 
as  many*   That  we  fee  in  peribns  who 
pra£lice  fwiming  what  advances  they  make 
every  day  in  that  art,  as  well  in  being  able 
to  go  a  greater  way^  as  to  dive  a  longer 
time.    Now,  if  we  imagine  a  perlon 
^^.  almoft  continually  in  the  water,  as  our 
man-monfter  was,  the  pcrfcdion  which 
he  ought  to  attain  to  muft  be  infinitely 
fuperior  to  what  is  conunonly  (een/*  He 
fays  likewife     there  have  been  divers,  who 
by  ufe  have  dilated  their  lungs  to  fuch 
a  degree^  as  to  be  able  to  Aay  fome 
hours  under  water/'   He  recounts  as  an 
inflance,  what  I  believe  a  great  lie^  thft 

Aory 
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ftory  of  a  Sicttian^  who  could  live  I  think 
almoft  a  day  under  water.    I  may  ffyc  you 
the  ilory  upon  the  road  to  Madrid,  which 
being  the  fame  I  travelled  laft  time,  will 
probably  afford  little  new  to  entertain  you. 
With  regard  to  oui  moiiilci's  living  without 
fleep,  Feyjoo  fays,      That  want  of  reft  is 
"  often  an  attendant  upon  madnefs^  and 
as  our  man^hlh  was  certainly  out  of  his 
*^  fellies,  he  had  as  good  a  right  to  li?e 
"  without  ileep  as  any  other  lunatic.  But 
"  who  hindered  him  from  coming  and 
repoling  upon  the  fliore  on  nights?  He 
**  was  not  chained  to  the  bench  of  a  galley. 
There  are  defart  places  enough,  where  he 
might  have  landed  often,  between  Bilboa 
and  Cadiz."    Feyjoo  reafons  pretty  much 
the  fame  with  regard  to  his  nouriihment. 
•*  I  think  it  very  pofTible,"         he,  for 
**  him  to  have  been  able  to  catch  live .  fifli 
•*  and  devour  them.    Or,  if  not,  when  he 
"  came  on  fiiore,  he  might  live  upon  the 
herbage,   and  other  things  he  found 

there 
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there  in'  abundance*   I  fiiould  thitik,  for 
*•  many  reafons,  lie  did  not  ftay  coutinu- 
ally  in  the  fea»  from  the  time  of  his  difap* 

^*  pearance  at  Bilix)a  to  his  bemg  taken  up 
off  Cadiz.    As  for  the  fcaly  matter  laid 
to  be  found  upon  his  back,  that,  if  true, 
might  be  caukJ  by  the  force  of  the  \va- 
tery  element,  as  well  as  the  lofs  of  the 
greatefl:  part  of  his  nails,  as  no  perfbn 
IS  ignorant  gf  the  corrofive  quality  of 
fea  water.**    I  have  given  you,  however, 
enougli  of  what  my  author  fays  concerning 
this  amphibious  Bifcayan ;   as,  if  nothing 
remarkable  happens  upon  the  road,  you  may 
-  have  the  hlilory  of  his  brother  in  miracu- 
loufnefs. 


'let- 
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I.   E   T   T   E   R  XLVI. 

r 

kciJAj  MAY   22,  2760* 

I  A  M  got  thus  far  on  my  way  to  Madrid 
by  the  fame  road  I  went  lad  time.  I  am 
in  company  with  lome  Frenchmen,  who 
were  the  officers  of  the  French  £aft  India 
(hip,  called  the  duke  of  Penthievre,  which 
you  know  was  taken  off  GaUcia  by  the 
Aatigallican  privateer,  and  was  by  the 
Spaniards  given  back  to  the  French  at 
Cadiz,  but  has  fince  been  difarmed.  We 
have  been  very  merry  as  yet,  and  our  living 
upon  the  road  has  been  better  than  ufual, 
as  the  Frenchmen  (et  all  hands  to  work  in 
the  inns,  and  make  very  excellent  ragouts. 
We  are  a  good  many  in  number.  There 
is  the  captain  of  the  veiTei,  with  two  officers, 
and  a  furgeon,  and  purfer,  befides  feme 
fallors,  who  accompany  us  on  foot.  They 

Vol,  IL  .  have 
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have  almoft  all  at  different  times  been,  ta&eit 
by  the  Englifh,  and  in  general  fpeak  vei/ 
well  of  our  nation.  One  of  the  failors^went 
fb  far.  a&  teo-  declare^  that  he  had  rather  be  «r 
*  prisoner  with  us,  than  travelling  in  Spain. 
The  youiigeft  ofiicer,  however,  who^  upou 
his  being  taken,  had  been  carried  into  Ire- 
land, complained  a  little  o£  a  inarch  they 
liad  obliged  hkn  to  make  from  Waterford 
i[>  LondonderF|r,  durmg  our  lad:  year*s  ap* 
prehenfion»  of  an  invafion  from  the  French 
in  that  iHandv  This-  tittle  young  fellow 
had  deferled  from  ifs<r  He  excufed  his  fa 
doing  by  the  ill  ufuage  he  faid  he  had 
feceived,  as^  well  during  .this  march  from 
Waterford  ta  Londonderry,  as^  afterwards. 
He  feems  moA  picqued  at  his  and  fome 
other  officers  havmg  been  mixed  with  the 
common  failors*.  He  fays,  that  a  hundred 
of  our  troops,  commanded  by  an  officer, 
drove  them  through  fuch  dirty  roads^  that 

he  waded  ibmetimes  hal^  up  to  his  knees  in 
mud.  He  confefles^  hoirever,  that  the  Eng- 
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liih  officer,  having  taken  a  liking  to  him, 
did  now  and  then  let  him  mount  up  behind 
his  borle.  But  the  French  failors  them- 
felves  were  the  perfoiis  he  principally  com- 
plained of,  who  were  fo  malicioufly  happy 
to  fee  their  officers  reduced  to  an  equal 
footing  with  themfelves,  that  thej  were 
continually  cutting  pkcs^  and  laughing  at 
theou  As  foon  as  he  came  to  LouUoaderry^ 
he  deferted,  I  thhik,  to  Dublin,  where  he 
got  on  board  a  Spanish  veflel  bound  for 
Cadiz*  He  fays,  the  Irifli  country  people, 
efpecially  the  Roman  catholics,  affift^d  him 
all  they  could  in  his  efcape,  and  gave  him 
victuals  and  drink;  filling  up  bumpers  to 
the  coufuiion  of  King  George*  Upon  his 
aiiival  at  Cadiz,  he  engaged  himfelf  on 
board  the  duke  de  Penthievre,  and  upon 
that  (hip's  being  difarnaed,  was  returning 
wth  the  reft  of  her  ?rew.  This  was  his 
ftory*  Some  of  the  reft  had  been  lately 
taken  by  the  Windfbr,  I  think,  where,  they 
lay,  they  were  treated  very  well,  and  fet  on 

« 

Qjt.  fliore 


a44      ^LETTERS  FRORf 

'  fliore  at  Lifbon;  the  French  conful  giving 
a  receipt  for  them.  This  is  a  pra£licein 
all  neutral  ports,  where  the  Englifh  and 
French  conftils  give  reciprocal  receipts  for 
the  prifotiers  that  fall  into  theic  hands^ 
which  are  fent  to  their  refpediive  nations, 
and  the  exchange  regulated  accordingly. 
Moil  of  the  lailors  have  little  round  £ng- 
liih  hats,  the  fruits  of  their  coniinemeut. 
You'  may  imagine,  we  make  a  •  terrible 
flaughter  of  fowls  upon  the  road.  In  the 
inns  all  hands  are  bufy;  fome  in  buying, 
^  fome  ^1  picking,  fome  in  roai3:ing,  ibme  in 
boilings  fome  in  making  iauce&;  when,  at 
laft,  we  all  join  together  in  the  uuiverial 
fcieiKe  of  eating.  But  the  defcription  oi 
it  not  being  io  cntertainmgas  the  Qxecutiou, 
I  will  give  you  the  ftory  I  promlfed  you, 
which.  I  have  tranflated,     *  near  as  poffible, 

■ 

from  the  Latin.  I  have,  found  it  inferted 
in  a  book  that  defcribes  the  remarkable 
events  of  Sicily;  but  the  author  of  that 

book  has  only  (quoted  it  from  Kircher^  in  a 

treatile 
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treatife  of  his  concerning  the  fubterraneous 
world,  torn,  ift,  lib.      cap.  i^. 

^  I  mail  here  adjoin  a  hiiloiy  of  what 
happened  during  the  reign  of  Frederic 
king  of  Naples,  by  which  we  may  prove 
*^  the  truth  of  what  has  been  hitherto  faid 
^*  concerning  the  inequality  idt  the  bottom 
^*  of  the  fea.    There  was  in  thofe  days  in 
Sicily  a  very  femous  fwimmer,  called 
Nicholas,  tho*  more  known  among  the 
common  people  by  the  denomination  of 
P^/ce  Colaj  or  the  fiih  Nachplas.  His 
valt  practice,  joined    to   a  particular 
"  ilreugth  in  diving,  were  the  means  of 
^'  his  gaining  a  miferable  livelihood  by  fell- 
^*  ing   lliells,    coral,   and  other  produfiis 
^  extracted  from  the  deep.     He  was  £> 
delighted  with  the  water,  as  Ibmetimes 
to  ftay  out  four  or  five  days  at  ^ca^  with- 
out  other  nourifliment  than  the  raw  filh 
^*  he  could  catch.    lie  ufed  continually  to 

^*  be  carrying  mellages  frqm  Sicily  into 

0^3  Calabria, 
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Calabmi  and  is  reported  more  than  Ma 
to  have  advanced  as  far  as  the  iflands 
of  Lipari.    Sometimes  he  was  met  by 

M  velTels  in  the  midA  of  a  ilormy  ka^  bear- 
iiig  away  towards  Calabria^  to  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  the  fallurs,  who  thought 
him  a  fea  monfter ;  till,  by  being  known 
by  fome  of  them,  he  was  received  on 
board  fliip.  Upon  being  alked  whither 
he  was  ^ing  in  fuch  ftormy  weather,  be 
generally  anfweredy  that  he  was  cariying 

*^  letters  to  fome  town  or  other*  Thefe 
he  ufed  to  convey  in  a  leathern  purie 
clofed  with  much  art^  that  the  circum- 
'     ambient  moifture  might  not  fpoii  them. 

* 

After  a  hearty  meal,  and  bidding  the 
failors  adieu,  he  would  replunge  into 
the  deep.  He  is  faid,  likewife,  from  ib 
continually  living  in  the  water,  to  have 
contraded  an  aniphibious  nature;  and 
that  webs  like  thofe  of  geefe  iiad  grown 
upon  hi3  hands  and  feet,  with  fuch  aii 
**  extrciue    dilatation  of  lungs,   as  to  be 

«  able 
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^*  able  CO  OOntaia  air  fuflU;tent  for  fupporting 
**  life  under  water  duflng  the  i^ace  of  a 

The  king  of  Naples  being  at  Mcflina, 
and  hearing  of  the  wonders  of  this  divef^ 
from  au  impulfe  of  cuiiuiky,  ordered 
him  to  be  broujght  into  his  prefencc ; 
which^  after  long  fearching  (or  him  by 
fea  and  land,  was  at  length  dcme.  As 
the  king  had  heard  much  of  the  parti* 
cularities  of  the  neighbouring  whirlpool 
of  Charybdis,  he  tliought  a  better  occa* 
fion  could  never  offer  of  exploring  the 
lutciual  couftitutlou  of  its  parts.  He 
ordered,  therefore;  Nicholas  to  defcend 
to  the  very  bottom,  and  obferving  him 
rather  unwilling  to  execute  his  commands, 
under  pretence  of  the  great  danger^  which 
he  faid  he  alone  knew  perfectly,  the 
**  king,  to  iciidcr  him  more  courageous  in 
"  the  execution  of  the  attempt,  ordered  a 
cup  of  gold  to  be  thrown  into  that  place, 

0^4  fayiugf 
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faying,  it  flxould  be  his,   if  he  could 
*^  recover  it.  Nicholas,  inftigatcd  by  avarice, 
^<  accepted  the  condition,  and  plungal  into 
the  whirling  billows.   He  ftayed  under 
water  near  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  while 
*^  the  king  and  his  attendants  iiood  with 
'^^  anxious  expcdation  upon  the  (hore.  At 
•*  length  the  waves  thruft  hiin  up  with 
much  violence,  beaiing  in  his  hand  with 
an  air  of  triumph  the  golden  cup.  He 
was  conveyed  to  the  palace,  Something 
weakened  through  the  excefs  of  £itigue. 
A  good  dinner,  and  the  indulgence  of  a 
little  ileep  haymg  reinftated  him,  he  ap- 
peared  before  the  kiiig.    Th^  following 
is  what  he  is  reported  to  have  faid  in 
anfwer  to  the  royal  queftions  concerning 
what  he  found  at  the  bottom  of  that 
"  abyfs." 

1  muft  ^fer  what  he  faid  to  my  next 
paper,  and  even  that,  fuppoiing  nothing 

remarkable  happens  upon  the  road. 

L  E 
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I,  E  T  T  ^  R  XLVIL 

Btriso,  MAT  25,  1760, 

As  there  are  other  chaifes  with,  us  upoa 
the  road,  my  having  four  mules  proves  very 
ufefiiL  I  make  my  pofUlion  drive  before, 
by  which  means  I  get  the  beft  rooms,  not 
only  for  myfelf,  but  for  my  French  com- 
pany, elfe  perhaps  we  might  fometimes 
have  been  obliged  to  look  out  for  quarters 
from  the  corregidor,  as  we  were  you  know 
at  Veilen,  the  firft  time  I  went  this  road. 
ElvifO)  where  I  at  prefent  am,  is  the  firfl 
town  in  the  province  of  La  Mancha,  famous 
with  us  for  giving  birth  to  Cervantes^s 
knight  of  the  woful  countenance.  As  there 
are  ib  many  French,  and  I  the  only  Englilh- 
man,  they  eileem  us  all  of  that  nation  in  the 
inns.  In  conic(^uence  of  tiiis^  a  number  of 
poor  F^qnchmen,  with  wlilch  Spain  Iwarrns, 

come 
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come  begging  about  us,  and  fwearing  thejf 
have  been  taken  .by  the  Engliih  and  uied 
wouderfulljr  ill.  This  vory  evening  a  blind 
xnaot  that  luigs  extemporary  verfes  to  a  gui« 
tarre^  has  coaie  iii  to  us^  and  begun  found- 
ing liis  inftrument  and  t;xercifing  his  voice, 
to  the  difpraiic  of  the  Englifli,  whom  he 
called  ib  many  Turks  and  Barbarians.  Upon 
being  informed  however^  thdre  was  one  of 
that  nation  in  company^  be  changed  his  not^ 
and  readily  enough  began  rehearhng  the 
praiies  of  both  nations^  and  wiAing  they 
migiit  iooa  be  united  by  peace*  Before  he 
had  been  extoUiag  the  French  as  defenders 
ui  the  Roiiiau  catholic  religion,  and 
trampUng  uiider  foot  the  hydra  of  impious 
lerefy.  As  for  religion,  the  French  are 
without  doubt  Roman  catholics,  but  Aill^' 
there  is  mucii  difference  bct\veen  them  and 
the  Spaniards  in  the  energy  of  their  way  of 
thinking.  Inhere  is  no  getting  at  leaft  the 
young  oificcrs  at  prefent  \vj:h  me  to  go  and 
hear  mafs.    They  laugh  at  it,  hut  their  cap* 

tain 
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tain  has  glyea  th^m  a  round  fcoIcL  I  ivould 
always  (fayg  he)  keep  up  to  the  forms  of 
my  religion,  tho*  I  did  not  believe  a  word 
^*  of  it.  Were  I  even  a  Turk,  I  would  do  a$ 
^*  the  Turks.**  But  the  young  fellows  dp  not 
feeai  to  iniad  much  what  he  fays,  and  are 
always  ridiculing  him  l)ehmd  his  back. 
Nothing  elfe  occurring  to  write  to  you,  Iwil) 
})egln  the  pompous  ipe^h  Qf  our  amphU 
}iious  NicholaSf 

^*  Moft  mighty  fovereigxi,  what  you  have 
ordered  I  have  performed.  But  never  had 
I  obeyed  your  ordcis,  tho'  you  Lad  cvcii 
promifed  me  the  half  of  your  kingdom, 
if  I  had  known  before,  what  I  found  in 
the  depths  of  the  ocean.  I  commited  a' 
greater  raihnefs  than  diibbeyiug  the  com* 
mands  of  my  iovereign."  Upon  the  king 
of  Naples  alkiog  him  the  reafon,  he  thus 
anfwered.  Your  majefty  muft  know, 
that  four  caufes  render  this  mull  horrible 

gulph  almoft  macceflible,   not  only  to 

"  divers 
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divers  like  myfelf,  but  even  to  the  very 
fifhes.   Fii'ft,  the  force  of  the  waves  boll- 
*^  ing  up  from  the  loweft  abjrfles  of  the 
^  ocean^  which  the  ftrongeft  man  could 
hardly  break  through,  nor  could  I  reiii):, 
which  obUged  me  to  delcend  to  the  boC- 
^*  torn  by  very  oblique  rounds.  Secondly, 
^*  the  great  multitude  of  rocks  I  met  with 
**  eyery  where,   and  which  I  could  not 
approach  without  manifeft  danger  of  my 
life,  or  at  leaft  of  being  very  much  bruifed, 
by  being  dafhed  againft  them.  Thirdly, 
the   whirlpools    of    the  fubterraneous 
waters,  gulhing  with  amazing  force  from 
the  inmoft  caverns  of  the  rocks,  which 
caufed  a  formidable  conflux  of  contrary 
**  waves,  capable  of  depriving   a  perfon 
almoft  of  their  jfenfes  only  at  feeing  them 
boil.    Fourthly,  the  herds  of  immenie 
•*  polypuJfeSf  who  clinging  to  the  fides  of  the 
rocks  with  their  claws  ilretched  wide  out, 
ftruck  me  with  the  greateft  horror.  One 
I  law  bigger  in  its  body  than  a  mai).  It$ 

claws 
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claws  wei;e  more  than  ten  feet  long,,  and 
if  he  had  preifed  me  between  them  1  ha^ 

*  died  with  the  very  fear  of  his  graip* 
Fiflies  of  the  ficrccll  nature,  called  the 
**  dog-fifli,  have  their  dens  In  the  adjoining 
cavities  of  the  rocks.  They  have  their 
jaws  armed  with  a  treble  row  of  teeth^ 
and  are  not  unequal  in  fize  to  dolphins. 
Their  fury  is  fuch,  that  whoever  they 
catch  between  their  teeth  is  loft,  as  no 
faws,  however  (harp,  can  e<jual  the  cutting 

•*  force  of  fuch  mouflrous  tulks.'* 

Having  related  thcfe  things,  he  was 
alked  bow  he  could  find  fo  quickly  the 
cup  of  gold.  He  anfwered  that  it  had 
not  defcended  to  the  bottom,  upon  account 
of  the  flax  and  reflux  of  the  waters,  but 
that  after  beuig  beaten  about  by  the  force 
of  the  waves,  he  had  found  it  in  the 
hollow  of  a  cliff.  Had  it  gone  to  the 
^*  bottom,  he  declared  it  was  impoifible  to 
And  it  in  fuch  a  boiling  ocean.    He  added 

•  bcfides, 
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befideSy  that  the  fea  was  fo  deep^  ad 
to  caufe  aimoft  a  total  darknefs.  Being 

^  queftioned  concerning  the  nature  of  it  at  the 
bottom,  he  anfwered,  that  it  was  inter- 
woven  with  innumerable  rocks,  and  that 
the  waters  gufljing  In  and  out  among  the 
roots,  caufed  thofe  whirlpools  upon  the 

*^  furface^  which  failors  experience  to  the 

^  great  danger  of  their  veflbls. 


He  was  then  alked  if  he  had  courage 
enough  to  try  a  fecond  time  the  bottom 
of  Charybdis,  but  anfwered,  no.  Being  * 
overcome  however  with  a  fecond  cup  of 
great  value  filled  with  gold,  and  thrown 
into  the  fame  place,  incited  by  avarice, 

he  a  fecond  time  plunged  into  the  whirls 
*^  pooL     But  he  never  appeared  after, 

hurried  perhaps,  by  the  force  of  the 
*^  torrents  amidil:  the  labyrinths  of  thofe 

hidden  cliffs,  or  devoured^by  thofe  /fifli, 

wliich  he  had  fo  much  feared. 
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1  have  thought  proper  to  recount  this 
hiftorjr^  as  defcrlbed  tn  the  royal  a&s, 
*^  communicated  to  me  by  the  iecretary  o£ 
*^  the  archives,  in  order  that  the  ftormy 
tra&s  of  the  hidden  ocean  might  appear 
**  more  ciean"" 

This  Is  the  account  of  the  Sicilian  fwim- 
«ier,  which, 

crccfctt  Jmiaem  Apella/ 

However,  Lionardo  di  Capua,  in  his  treatile. 
of  poifonous  exhalations  ifliiing  from  volca^v 
nos  (page  47)  ^  defends  the  truth  -of  it  in 
the  following  words. 

Scj  11a,  lays  Herodotus,  was  the  gicateft 
diver  ever  known  in  the  world.  He  could 
remain  under  water  a  furprifuig  fpace  of 
time.  He  once  dived  from  the  coaft  of 
Afteta  quite  to  Arj^emifium,  which  is 
cig^t  miles,  aftonilhing  every  perfon  how 

"  he 
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he  could  retnaia  fo  long  without  hreath- 
iog.  And  Paufanius  fays,  that  he  aad 
his  daughter,  who  fwam  likewife  admi* 
rably  well,  did  much  damage  to  Xerxes'^ 
Ihip  in  a  florm.  Nor  was  GlauGus  lefs 
famous  than  him,  whom  the  people  iaia- 
gined  to  have  been  transformed  ii^to  a  fea- 
god,  as  he  was  almc^  a  continual  inhabit 
tant  of  that  element,  when,  as  Cafa  fings^ 
«  his  human  appearance  was  mingled, 

Di  fpiuna  e  di  co^che  e  fer  alga  fue  chioine*  * 

There  are  many  other  famous  divers  that 
have  been  able  to  live  a  long  time  under 
water,  but  the  moft  particular  was  our 
countryman  Nicholas  the  filh.  He  ufed 
to  live  whole  days  under  Water  without 
any  inconvenience.  I  wonder  Boyle  could 
fufped  this  ftory,  as  being  a  fable  that 
Cardano'  invented.    Belides  fo  many  au- 

♦  Wilh  foam  and  fliells,  his  hair  becoming  fca  wceJ. 

thors 
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thors  that  relate  it,  Alexander  of  the  Al^x*- 
anders,  and  Pontani  evidently  confirm  It. 
The  latter  wrote  the  following  beautiful 
verfes  concerning  him. 

lUe  autem  irato  fefe  committcre  ponfo 
Audet^  Nereidiun  et  thalamos  intrare  repoftoti 
Tritonuiii  pcoetrare  domos  Glauciq  recdfus* 
Et  tentare  imi  puliknt  dauia  oftia  Nerei. 
Szpe  ilium  Galatea  cavo  dum  prodit  ab  antro 
Mirata  eft,  ftupttq  viri  per  coenila  greifnm. 
Sxpe  luas  Arcthula  comas  dum  ficcat,  euntein 

4 

Obftupuity  fimul  et  vitreo  caput  abdidit  antio* 

The  town  of  Tropea  not  even  many  years 
"  ago  has  had  very  famous  divers,  amongft 
"  others  Jeronymo,  who  ufed  to  ftay  whole 

days  under  water  as  well  as  Isiicliolas  the 
"  fith,  but  the  moft  particular  was  that  he 
"  ufed  to  fleep  there  hkcwife.  Dqrmi- 
"  turus*,  as  Scvcihio  relates  of  hlra,  fcopuli 

•  When  inclined  to  rcpofe,  he  with  contempt  rejected 
the  hard  bofom  of  the  rocks,  and  incumbent  upon  the 

moft  yielding  bed  of  the  waters,  would  flccp  placidly 
tt]K)ft  them  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  hours. 

Vol,  II.  R  '*  duritiem 
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duridem  afpernatus^  molllflimo  incubat 
acquoris  Arato,  ihi.  ibmnum  dormit  placi* 
^  difiimuin  duarum  aut  trium  horarum/* 

But  I  will  Eaifli  my  dreams  aud  pper 
together. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XLYIII. 

ft 

UtADRID^  JUNE   2,  1766* 

T 

•X  HAVE  beeu  obliged  to  omit  one  letter 
upon  account  ot  want  of  leilurc  to  write  it« 
Nothing  has  happened  worth  relating  in  the 
rcniaiiiJcr  of  my  journey  to  this  capital,  fq 
that  I  will  give  you  a  defcription  of  the  bull 
feafts  I  faw  here  yeftcrday.  There  was  very 
good  fport,  to  ufe  the  Spaniih  phrafe^  three 
horfes  killed,  one  man  gored  in  tlie  breechf 
^nd  another  lamed  by  the  kick  of  a  horfe. 
But  you  muft  not  think  this  is  common,  for, 
in  general,  there  is  little  or  no  danger  for 
the  men,  but  it  is  a  moft  cruel  diverfion,  and 
unfit  to  be  leen  by  any  perfon  of  the  lead 
compaiiion*  To  give  you  the  defcription  of 
It.'  Upon  being  arrived  at  one  of  the  entries 
into  the  amphitheatre,  which  is  fituated 
without  the  walls  of  Madrid,  I  paid  my 

R  ^  price. 
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price,  and  took  my  feat.  I  had  been  afraid 
of  being  too  late ;  but^  inftead  of  that,  I  was 
much  too  foon.  After  having  waited  a  coa- 
fiderable  time,  near  an  hour,  1  beUeve,  which 
indeed  made  the  people  rather  impatient,  a 
gate  into  the  amphitheatre  opei;ed,  and  the 
alguazils  appeared.*  However,  the  time  I 
had  been  waiting  was  not  entirely  loft.  1 
was  very  much  pleafed  in  beholding 
the  magnificent  view  of  the  ampLulieatre 
crouded  with  people.  I  feemed  to  be  tranf- 
ported  within  the  walls  of  ancient  Rome, 
and  that  the  impatient  croud  was  expeft- 
ing  the  entrance  of  the  gladiators.  But  to 
return  to  the  appearance  of  the  alguazils, 
who  entered  with  the  hangman  and  a  couple 
of  jack-aflcs.  You  may  think  this  an  odd 
kt  of  company  to  get  together,  hut  1  will 
tell  you  the  reafon.  It  is  for  fear  the  people 
fliould  be  jumping  into  the  niiddje  of  the 
arena,  and  not  only  endanger  themfclves, 
but  liiudcr  the  diverfion  of  bull-fightiug$ 

that 
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that  the  laws  have  enafted,  that  he,  who 
dares  infringe  them  upon  this  head,  fhail  be 
placed  upon  one  of  the  jack-afles,  and  be 
by  the  hangman  icourged  three  times,  upon 
bis  naked  back,  round  the  amphitheatre^ 
with  a  ion  of  canes,  exhibited  upon  the  jack- 
afles  for  that  puipofe.  Two  alguazils  at- 
tended on  horfe-back  to  fee  the  law  put  into 
execution.  They  were  drefled  in  the  antique 
Spaniih  falhion,  with  their  hats,  feathers, 
and  Hiort  black  cloaks,  and  made  a  droll 
ftifF  fig  ure.  This  procelfion  being  finilhed, 
the  trumpets  fli  uck  up,  and  the  bull-ilghters 
entered.  Two  on  horfe-back,  and  the  reft 
on  foot.  Thofe  on  horfe-back  were  to  face 
the  buirs  firft  fury,  and  when  the  poor 
animals  were  a  little  weakened  by  repeated 
wounds,  the  men  on  foot  were  to  attack 
them.  Accorduigly,  two  folding  doors  were 
opened,  and  out  galloped  a  jetty  bull-  As 
one  of  tlic  cavaliers  was  the  firft  objcdl  he 
faw,  he  was  the  firft  objeft  of  his  rage ;  but 

as  the  knight  received  him  cleverly  upon  his 

R  3  lance^ 
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Imcc,  he  fuifered  no  damage.    Indeed  I 
think  it  can  happen  but  feldom  that  the  mea 
receive  any  hurt.    The  manner  that  thoie 
on  horfe-back  fight  is  as  follows,  Thejr 
face  the  bull  cxadl/  with  the  front  of  their 
horfe,  and  provoke  him  till  he  runs  at  them, 
which  indeed  the  moft  part  of  them  do 
without  being  incenfedj  a$  they  arc  of  a 
wild  breed.   The  moment  the  cavalier  per-i 
ceives  the  bull  galloping  towards  him,  ho 
begins  to  turn  about  his  horfe  to  the  left^ 
holding  his  {pear  always  in  the  direclioa  of 
the  bull.    Very  often  the  fpcar  alone  flops 
the  furious  animal,  as  he  can  not  run  oa 
without  piercing  himfelf  farther^  fuppofiog 
the  buU-fighter  takes  him  well.  However, 
in  cafe  he  does  not,  and  the  bull,  in  a  rage, 
continues  his  courfe,  as^  by  that  time,  the 
flank  of  the  horfe  is  entirely  turned  towards 
him,  that  is  all  his-vengeaucc  falU  upon,  and 
the  rider  is  in  fafety,  unlefs,  by  accident,  hid 
horfe  ihould  happen  to  fall ;  nor  indeed  do  I 

then  think  him  in  much  danger^  for,  in  tho 

manner 
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nmnner  he  turns  from  the  bull,  the  hoHe 

m 

muft  be  always  the  neareft ;  and,  in  hSt,  it 
fo  happened  when  I  was  feeing  the  bull-feaft^ 
It  was  the  third  buU^  I  think.   The  man  had 
his  lance  extended  for  him  to  run  upon; 
buty  in  his  turning,  the  jade  he  rode  upon . 
&11.    The  man  was  thrown  at  fome  little 
diftance  from  him.    The  bull,  finding  no 
oppofition,  puflied  on  to  the  horie,  whom  he 
gored  in  fo  terrible  a  manner,  that  the  poor 
bead  was  hardly  able  to  get  up,  and  walk 
out  of  the  arena,  with  his  bowels  trailing 
*  upon  the  ground.    He  died  in  a  Uttle  time 
after.    In  the  interim,  the  man  had  got  up, 
runaway,  and  jumped  over  the  rail^  of  the 
amphitheatre  upon  the  lower  ranks  of  the 
people ;  a  thing  which  they  all  do,  when  they 
think  theinlelves  in  the  leaft  danger.  As 
foon  as  the  regulators  of   the  buU-fight 
think  the  men  on  horfe*back  have  exercifed 
their  ikill  fufficiently  againil  the  bull,  they 
beat  a  drum,  as  a  token  for  the  men  on  foot 

to  advance.  They  came  forward  accordingly, 

R  4  with 
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With  a  fort  of  light  dart  in  their  right  hand^^ 
aiid  a  cloak  in  their  left.  Now,  to  under* 
ftand  things  peifedly,  you  muft  know  that 
when  a  bull  runs  at  any  perfon  they  lay 
he  always  (huts  his  eyes.  The  Spaniards, 
therefore,  hold  their  cloak  before  them  till 
the  bull  is  within  a  couple  of  yards,  and 
then  they  (lep  a  little  afide,  on  the  right 
hand,  their  left  arm  remaining  extendedt 
with  the  cloak  on  it,  which  the  bull  takes 
inflead  of  the  perfon*  In  the  mean  time, 
with  their  right  hand,  as  he  paffes,  they 
pierce  liliu  with  their  darts.    I  can  not  fay 

■ 

but  it  is  noble  to  fee  him  the  firft  two  or 

three  fpears  he  feels  within  him.    He  fbamS| 

roars,  gallops,  ihakes  himfelf,  and  ieems  to 

tear  up  the  earth  before  him.    It  is  noble 

too  to  hear  his  bellowing,  and  fee  him  paw 

the  ground,  before  he  runs  at  any  perfon, 

'      but  all  the  rell:  is  mere  butchery.  Efpecialljr 

when  orders  are  given  to  kill  him,  which  is 

when  the  bull  begins  to  grow  faint  with 

the  lofs  of  bjood*   The  fame  ftratngcm  of 

the 
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thetiloak  is  made  ufe  of^  as  before,  ou\y$ 
mftead  of  a  dart^  they  have  fwords  In  their 
hands,   I  think  it  very  furprifing,  that  an 

•  animal  ihould  be  fo  extremely  fooliih  as  to 
be  decci\red  fo  many  times  by  the  fame 
artifice.  And  yet  the  bull  coiiilantly  runs 
ftraiglit  fofvvaid  to  the  cloak,  and  never 
turns  about  to  the  man.  It  is  furpriiing  too^ 
if  he  is  running  after  any  perfon»  what  a 
trifling  thing  will  call  him  oif.  If  you 
throw  but  a  hat  in  his  way»  he  will  generally 
ftop  to  tpik  about  the  hat,  and  negled  the 
objcvil  he  was  manlng  after.  In  fliort,  a 
bull  has  great  force,  but  very  little  under- 
ftanding,  or  elfe  I  am  fure  he  might  laugh 
at  all  his  antagonifts.  As  fooh  as  his  wounds 
and  lois  of  blood  have  rendered  him  fo  weak» 
that  he  is  no  longer  able  to  fupport  himfelf 
upon  ills  legs,  feme  of  the  men  generally 
venture  up  to  him  with  a  dagger,  which 
they  flick  between  his  horns,  and  the  poor 
beaft  expires  immediately.  Indeed  fome-^ 
times,  tho*  extended  upon  the  ground,  they 

are 
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ore  afraid  to  come  quite  ia  plofe  up^  efped« 
:&U7  if  he  is  a  malicious  bull,  as  they  ftyle 
at}  howevefi  thejr  do  it  iboner  or  latere 
ttccording  as  courage  or  opportunity  fuits« 

Upou  the  poor  bull's  bavmg  breathed  his 
laft,  the  drums  and  trumpets  ibund  a  flourilbt 

'  and  four  mules  enter  the  arena,  gaily  dreflcd 
up  with  trophies.  They  trot  up  to  the  bull, 
their  traces  are  put  about  his  hornsi 
and  away  they  drag  him  galloping.  They 
then  b^in  with  another,  and  fo  on  till  the 
de(Uned  number  of  .  bulls  are  flain.  There 
were  lix  died  in  the  morning,  and  twelve 

'  more  were  to  be  killed  in  the  evening.  There 
were  alfo  two  hqrfes  in  the  moiiuug,  bcfide^ 

that  which  fell  down,  that  had  their  bowels 

* 

torn  out  by  the  bull's  horns^  and  a  man  that 
was  running  away  to  jump  in  among  the 
people  was  overtaken,  and,  infiead  of  being 
obliged  to  ufc  all  his  force  in  the  leap  over 
the  rails,  received  a  gentle  lift  from  his  roar- 
ing friend  behind.    Satisfied  with  this  diver- 

Cgn,  I  can  not  fay  but  I  was  glad  when  it 

was 
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Was  finifhcd,  and  I  retired  home  to  dinner^ 
Without  much  intention  of  returning  in  the 
afternoon.  .  But  as  the  Frenchmen  that  I  had 
acompanied  fmm  Cadi2»  came  to  me^  before 
they  woal  there,  the  captain  would  have 
me  go  along  with  him  in  his  chariot,  witli 
which,  after  having  refufed  many  time^^ 
I  was  at  laft  obliged  to  comply.  We  all 
went  there  then,  part  on  foot»  and  part  in 
coaches*  It  was  the  firft  time  they  had  ever 
feen  a  buli-feait,  I  think,  except  indeed  the 
captain,  who  had  pafled  through  Spain  befox^ 
Upon  the  fight's  begiuniiig,  they  expreiied 
tlieir  abhorrence  of  it,  vvliich  eucreafed  the 
longer  they  (laid,  fo  that,  at  laft,  we  thought 
we  had  better  all  go  away.  But,  juft  at 
that  time,  they  began  dividing  the  amphi* 
theatre  into  two  parts,  with  rails,  and  fight- 
ing the  bulls  in  rather  a  different  manner, 
which  made  us  flay  a  little  longer.  As 
the  ^amphitheatre  was  divided,  two  bulls 
were  fought  at  the  fame  time,  and  the  dif- 
ferent manner  was,  that  the  horfcmen, 

inflead 
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ipftead  of  waiting  for  them  with  theif  great 
heavy  lances,  had  light  fpears^  with  which 
.  they  rode  up  to  them,  and  broke  them  in 
their  bodies.    If  we  thougiit  the  former 
diverliQii  cruel,  you  will  imagine  tliis  feemed 
doubly  fo,  wlxich  made  us  walk  off  very 
quickly.    Indeed  I  think  it  can  not  be  an 
agreeable  fight  to  any  foreigner  to  fee  a  mifer* 
able  animal  tearing  about  with  half  a  dozen 
of  broken  fpears  in  his  fide.    There  was  one 
thing  too  happened,  which  gave  me  the  woril 
idea  of  the  Sp^auiards  of  all  I  have  feen  in 
this  country.    A  man  on  foot,  coming  too 
near  cue  of  the  hoiiemen,  received  fuch  a 
kick  from  his  horfe,  that  the  poor  fellow  was 
laid  fprawling  and  coufiderably  hurt  upon 
the  ground.    Whether  the  horfe  imagined 
that  the  bull  was  behind  him,  or  voluntarily 
derogated  hoin  the  Spanilli  alfertion,  "  That 
their  horfes  never  raife  their  heels/*  I 
can  not  fay,  but  certain  it  is  the  h&  was  fb, 
and  it  entertained  the  people  tp  fuch  a  degree, 
that  the  whole  amphitheatre  rang  with  a 

hoik* 


Digrtized  by  GoogI( 


PORTUGAL  SPAIN,  &c.  269 

horfe>laugh.   I  confefs  this  gave  me  a  bad 
idea  of  the  Spaniards,  for  to  laugh  at  the 
mifery  or  pain  oi  others  feems  to  me  but 
an  ungeucrous  diverfion.    The  poor  inan»  as 
foon  as  he  was  got  up,  looked  round  with  a  ' 
moft  woful  face  indeed,  which  IJill  encreafed 
the  uihth.    It  was  equal,  if  not  fuperior, 
to  what  they  had  (hewn  in  the  morning, 
when  the  bull  helped  the  gentleman  to  get 
over  the  rails  of  the  amphitheatre.  They 
both,  I  believe,  heartily  wilhed  the  wholo 
aflcmbly  was  in  their  circumilances,  and  the 
latter  poor  fellow  hobbled  out  of  the  circus 

> 

as  well  as  he  could  with  a  very  long  grave 
countenance.  Upon  this  the  Frenchmen  and 
myfelf  left  the  theatre,  and  I  and  the  cap- 

# 

tain  feparated  from  the  reft,  to  take  a  little 
airing  in  his  chariot.  He  talked  prodigioufly 
in  praifeuf  the  £ngli(h,  faid  that  in  time  of 
peace,  he  always  uied  to  flop  at  St.  Helena, 

in  his  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  he  had 

been  very  civilly  treated  by  my  countrymen. 

went  towards  a  place,  called  la^  Delicias, 

or 
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or  the  Delight^  to  tranflate  it  into  Engllih, 
where  the  marquis  of  Enfenada^  while  he 
was  ia  this  admioiftration,  has  made  two  or 
three  miierable  trees  grow.  While  I  was  at 
Port  St.  Mary's  the  marquis  of  Enfenada 
Jived  there.  He  was  relegated  to  that  place 
for  his  betuviour  during  the  time  of  the  late 
kiag  of  Spaiu.  It  is  he  who  put  the  Spaniih 
fleet  into  its  prefent  good  fituation.  He  feemed 
couvinced  that  tbemariaeof  Spain  is  as  eifeo* 
tial  a  point  to  the  wehare  of  that  kingdom 
9$  of  England.  He  bribed  over  Englifh  and 
Irifli  builders^  and  did  every  thing  he  eould 
to  augment  it.  However,  he  at  laft  difpleaied 
the  Spanifh  government,  upon  what  account 
I  do  not  know  ibr  certain.   He  was  then 

r 

ordered  to  retire  to  Grenada,  and  live  there 
till  further  diredions;  however,  upon  ioli* 
citation,  he  got  his  place  of  bainlhcneut 
removed  to  Port  St.  Mary's.  It  is  faid  he 
chofe  this  before  any  other  part  of  Andalufia, 
m  account  of  its  being  ^  towu  more  in  the 

way 
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Vfzy  of  news  than  the  reft  of  the  province^ 
except  Cadiz,  and  to  that  it  almoft  joined* 
Indeed  thefe  two  places,  tho'  divided  by  tho 
ba/y  may  be  cpaiidered  as  one  and  the  fame^ 
except  indeed  that  Port  St.  Mary^s  is  a  rural 
Ipot,  with  a  good  pretty  country  about  it^ 
while  Cadiz  is  the  moft  dirty,  filthy  town 
I  have  fccn  for  fome  time.  For  a  minifter 
in  exile  he  lived  with  great  magnificencej  had 
a  fine  ftable  of  horfes,  ufed  to  drefs  very 
well,  and,  the  day  the  king  was  proclaimed, 
the  buttons  of  his  coat  were,  1  think,  reported 
to  be  diamonds.  It  was  this  perfon  who 
planted  the  trees  of  the  Ddigbt^  which  the 
French  captain  and  myfelf  were  drivings 
amongfl,  in  our  carriage.  Upon  our  return 
to  his  inu,  he  would  make  me  flay  fupper, 
where  the  other  young  officers  affcmbled. 
After  an  entertaining  evening,  I  took  leave  of 
them  all,  and  wiftied  them  a  good  journey. 
In  faft,  they  went  away  pretty  early  next 
morning.   I  have  now,  therefore,  made  two 

long 
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» 

long  journeys  ia  Spain,  in  company  with 
Frenchmen,  and  in  both  they  were  very 
civil  and  obliguig.  A$  I  have  hinted  before, 
that  nation  leems  much  better  company  at 
prefeot,  than  they  were  a  couple  of  years  ago. 


L  E  T- 
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Letter  xlix, 

I  Have  this  morning  been  to  fee  the  procef^ 
fion  of  the  Corpus  Domini,  or  coniecrated 
wafer,  which  you  know  the  Ronian  catho- 
lics hold  to  be  the  adual  flefh  of  our  Saviour. 
The  proceflion  began  by  a  great  nurnber  of 
pafie^board  giants  drefied  up,  the  men  m  the 
form  of  petits  maitres  and  the  women  of 
belles.  A  petticoat  extends  from  the  waile 
of  thofe  in  form  of  men  as  well  as  from 
tbofe  of  the  fair  fex,  to  hide  the  perfons  who 
carry  them  tripping  along,  and  make  both 
men  and  women  grants  courtefy  at  every 
appearance  of  a  faint  or  Madonna.  An  Ir ifli 
gentleman  informed  me .  that  this  was  in 
imitation  of  David,  when  he  danced  before 
the  ark  in  the  old  teftament.  After  much 
other  pageantry,  and  fome  dwarfs  with  great 
Vol.  !!•  S  heads 
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heads  to  counterbalance  the  giants^  the 
confecrated  wafer  appeared  expofed  to  public 
view.   It  was  ftuck  round  on  all  fides  with 
premature  grapes  and  ears  of  corn,  as  iym- 
bols  of  the  bread  and  wine.  But  I  do  not  think 
the  proceliiou  of  the  Corpus  Domiul  lo  par- 
ticular,  as  the  proccffion  of  the  paflion  of 
Chraft,  which  I  faw  during  lent  at  Li(bon. 
After  numberlefs  frier&  have  paifed  on  with 
their  ilandards  and  infignia^  come  a  fet  of 
little  boys  drefled  up  like  angels  with  pafte- 
board  wings,  and  all  other  angelic  appurte* 
nances,  to  which  were  added  certain  great 
tye-wigs.    Each  carried  In  his  hand  (bme* 
thing  belonging  to  our  Saviour's  pailion. 
One  the  hammer,  another  the  nails,  ano- 
ther the  fpear  that  pierced  his  iide,  another 
the  reed  with  the  fpunge  on  the  top  of  it, 
which  v^as  dipped  iu  livilop,  and  io  on,  till 
at  laft  came  an  image  of  our  Saviour  hinifclf, 
fainting  under  the  weight  of  the  crofs* 
The  hair  upon  the  head  is  faid  to  grow  and 
be  cut  annually.    The  image  is  followed  by 

'  all 
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Ul  the  penitents  in  their  feveral  penitential 
exercifes.  Some  drag  great  bars  of  iron; 
others  great  crofles ;  others  carry  I  do  not 

know  how  many  Iwords,  with  the  poiut^ 
held  between  their  teeth  ;  others  fcourge 
thcmfelves  with  cords  till  the  blood  trickles 
down  their  naked  backs.  They  have  all 
their,  face  covered,  all  wear  a  fack*cloth 
petticoat  with  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  alto- 
gether make  a  horrible  appearance.  Thefe 
fort  of  bloody  procelTions  are  only  in  lent, 
and  I  believe  even  then  in  no  other  country, 
but  in  Spain  and  Portugah  I  have  heard 
fay  the  Pope  dots  not  approve  of  them,  but 
as  the  people  here  are  mad  after  things  of 
this  nature,  he  would  not  abfolutely  thwart 
their  inclinations.  It  was  indeed  laid  afide 
io  Portugal,  but  fince  the  earthquake  has 
been  revived. 

All  the  nobility  are  now  at  Aranjucz 
where  the  court  is.  As  I  am  leaving  Spain 
ib  foon,  I  fent  a  letter  there  yefterday  to  our 

S  2  ambafiador 
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ambailador  with  thanks  for  all  favors,  and  Co 

> 

acquaint  him  with  my  being  returned  to 
Madrid^  and  of  the  ihort  ftay  I  intended  to 
make  there,  as  the  ceremonies  of  the  kiug'^ 
inauguration  have  been  deferred  to  fuch  a 
diftant  time,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  wait  for 
them«   This  city  is  I  think  pretty  nearly  as 
empty  at  prefent  as  London  in  the  fummer 
time,  and  indeed  their  want  of  manufactures, 
and  depending  entirely  upon  tlie  court, 
makes  its  ^bfence  nu>re  fenfible  than  in  otlxer 
towns.    Lord  Marftiall  however  is  ftiU  here 
He  Is  fald  to  be  charged  with  the  king  of  = 
Prtfffia*8  afBiirs.   He  will  (hortly  go  to  Lou-  | 
don  to  kifs  the  king*s  band,  who  has  granted  \ 
him  his  pardon  for  being  in  the  rebellion  of  | 
1715.   He  is  thence  to  continue  his  journey  | 
to  Scotland,  his  native  country^  where  he  is 
ia  hopes  of  icgainiiig  pait  of  his  coaiilcatcd 
eftatc,  but  I  Ihould  think  without  much 
foundation.   He  is  a  knight  of  the  king  of  | 
Prufiia^s  order  of  the  black  eagfe,  which  is  j 
an  orange  coloured  ribband  with  a  black 

eagle 
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eagle  in  the  middle  of  the  ftar.  There  being 
ib  few  perfbqs  at  Madrid  has  given  me  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  Ibme  plays,  a  diverfion 
1  could  not  enjoy  while  our  ambaliador  was 
ill  town,  as  I  diiied  with  him  when  I  was 
not  eiiewhere  engaged,  and  their  theatrical 
Jivcrfions  begin  at  the  aukward  hour  of  three 
o'clock,  juft  the  tune  when  I  was  with  his 
Lordfhip.  But  having  now  felJom  any  per- 
fbn  to  dine  with,  no  impediment  obftru£ted 
my  curiofity  of  feeing  Spaniih  ading*  But 
their  performances  are  fo  very  bad,  as  not  to 
be  worth  the  trifling  money  you  pay  for 
them.  I  have  beheld  Themillocles  drefled 
in  a  laced  night  gown,  or  at  leaA  his  robe 
was  juil  in  that  form.  Scenes  they  have 
none,  but  a  iort  of  curtain  flit  up  in  various 
places,  and  wdxich  at  times  the  coaiedians 
pufli  afide  with  their  hauJo  and  enter.  The 
opera  huuic  indeed  is  very  fine,  but  there 
have  not  been  any  mufical  reprefentations 
fmcc  his  prefent  majcfty*s  acceffipn  to  the 

S  ^  throne. 
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throne.  What  ^however  has  eatertained  me 
moft  fince  my  arrival  in  theCe  parts^  was  my 
ride  to  the  Elcurial.  It  is  (ituated  under  a 
barren  chain  of  hills  at  about  a  little  day's 
journey  from  Madrid,  and  is  as  wild  a  place 
as  ever  I  beheld  in  my  life.  The  coavent 
however  is  magnificent,  but  the  loyAl  apart- 
ments adjoining  to  it  nothing  very  extraor-s 
dinary«  The  circular  vault  where  the  an- 
cient kings  of  Spain  are  buried  is  very  rich 
and  magiilficent.  The  Efcurial  is  imagined 
in  England  to  be  a  palace  of  the  king  of 
SpaiOy  but  the  monailery  is  the  principal 
part  of  the  buildings  and  only  one  Ude  of 
the  quadrangle  is  occupied  by  the  rooms 
intended  fur  tiie  reception  of  the  king.  It  is 
built  in  the  form  of  a  gridiron,  as  St  Lo* 
rcnzo,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  was  burned 
upon  that  inftrument.  I  believe  Philip  the 
fecond  muft,  as  they  report,  have  built  it  for 
a  place  to  retire  and  think  upon  death  in.. 
However,  th^re  are  at  prefent  fpme  goo4 

pictures. 
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pidures,  and  particularly  the  famous  Ma- 
donna of  Raphael.  I  do  not  know  whether 
fome  of  them  were  not  thofe  purchaied  by 
the  court  of  Spain  from  X)liver  Cromwell, 
when  he  fold  as  fuperfluoiis  all  the  finery  of 
Charles  the  iirft.    Upon  the  whole  I  was 

entertained  with  the  light  of  a  place»  the 
name  of  wliich  is  famous  in  Europe,  tho' 
perhaps  more  lo  than  it  deferves.  My  im- 
pending departure  from  Spain  now  renders 
it  necefiary  for  me  to  fpeak  to  you  concern- 
Jng  fome  affairs  of  another  nature*  ^ 
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X  AM  now  advanced  three  days  joumej 
and  a  half  upon  my  road  from  Madrid  to. 
Barcelona.  When  I  travel  alone,  as  I  do 
at  prefent,  I  put  a  book  in  my  pocket,  and 
'  pafs  my  leifure  time  in  the  inns  very  agree? 
ably  in  reading.  As  the  nature  of  the 
accommodations,  country,  and  every  thing 
very  much  refemble  what  I  have  already 
defcribcd  to  you,  only  the  reception  ratlier 
better  north  of  AlaJiid,  which  renders  an 
account  of  it  lefs  entertaining,  I  will  trake 
you  partaker  of  my  lucubrations,  and  give 
you  an  allegorical  cxtr^A  from  Gratiau's 
Critic,  which  ihews  how  well  the  Spaniards 
underiland  the  advantages  of  trade,  the' 
their  pride  hinders  them  from  following 
it.   It  is  as  follows* 

It 
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*^  It  is  faid  (aad  I  believe  the  report,) 
that  once  upon  a  time  the  French  nation 
prcfented  kfelf  before  the  altar  of  Fortune, 

# 

with  all  that  degagec  air  for  which  it  is 
renowned.  After  complaining  to  the 
goddefs  of  her  favoring  the  Spaniardsi^ 
they  thus  continued  their  addrefs.  O ! 
thou  parent  to  Spain,  but  Aep^mother 

^*  to  us,  is  it  pohible  that  France,  being 
the  flower  of  all  kingdoms ;  the  pofleflbr 
of  every  good  from  the  fuft  ages  ;  adui  nc  J 

^*  with  kings  famous  for  their  piety,  wil^ 
dom  and  valor;  the  feat  for  a  time  of 

'  -  the  Roman  pontiffs ;  the  theatre  of  glo* 
rious  a^Stions;  the  fchool  of  learning; 
the  manlioa  of  noblcnef^,  and  centre  of 
all  virtues ;  merits  which  are  worthy  of 
the  firft  favors  and  immortal  rewards ; 
is  it  poffible,  we  fay,  that  thou  ihouldeft 
give  Iblid  fruits  to  Spain,  whilft  we  are 
only  left  to  gaze  upon  the  flowers  ?  *  How 
canll  thou  wonder  at  the  excefs  of  our 

*•  complaints,  when  thou  treateil  their  nation 

"  with 

*  The  Frenck  psiiciTed  Florida  at  this  time. 
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with  fuch  an  excefs  of  kindnefs  ?  Thou 
haft  given  them  both  the  Indies^  and  left 
us  only  a  Florida  in  name^  but  a  defert 

**  in  reality;  whilft  they  enjoy  rivers  of 
plate ;  mountains  of  gold ;  gulphs  of 

**  pearl ;  aromatic  forcfts,  and  amber  iflands. 
Befides  all  this,  thou  haft  made  them 
mafters  of  thofe  honied  rivers  and  fugared 
rocks  of  Brazil,"  (by  the  conqueft  of 

Portugal,)  "  from  whence  come  thoie  well- 
tailed  fweetmeats,  that  render  it  a  paradile 
of  comtitures.  All  for  them,  and  nothing 
for  us,  which  is  a  hardflilp  unexampled 
ill  thy    other   diftributions.     To  thefe 

"  complaints  the  goddefs  angrily  replied. 

**  Ignorant  and  ungrateful  that  you  are, 

"  I  deny  your  charge.  Dare  you  fay  that 
I  have  not  given  you  the  Indies,  and  can 
you  maintain  your  aiVertion  with  any 
degree  of  truth  ?  The  Indies  I  have  given 
to  you,  and  without  any  expcuce  on  your 

*^  part.    Spaui  is  youi  Indies.    What  the 

'*  Spaniards  do  with  regard  to  the  Indians, 

<i  you 


Diyiiized  by  GoogI( 


TORTUGAU  SPAIN,  &c.  ajj 

you  put  in  execution  towards  the  Spa- 
niards.  .If  they  deceive  thofe  ifavagcs 
•*  with  bits  of  glafs,  bells  and  toys,  and  get 
numberlefd  treafures  from  them ;  do  not 
you  do  the  fame  with  your  combs  and 
etuis^  and  Paris  tetes  :  by  which  you 
draw  from  the  Spaniards  all  the  gold 
and  iiiver  they  obtained  in  the  Indies? 
All  this  you  do  without  the  expence  of 
fleets,  or  firing  a  ball,  or  ihedding  a  drop 
of  blood ;  without  digging  mines,  or 
**  penetrating  abyfles,  and  without  depopu- 
lating  your  kingdoms,  or  croifing  the 
*^  feas.  Go  and  learn  at  length  to  thank 
me  for  thefe  favors,  and  know  I  have 
made  Spain  an  India  to  you,  iirhich  is 
lefs  upon  her  guard  than  the  real  one, 
liuce  the  Spaniards  bring  you  their 
buUiou  in  their  own  veflels  to  your 
houfesi  and  are  at  the  trouble  of  puri- 
fying  and  coining  it  before  you  flieer 
theii)  lo  giui^:!^^       to  leave  thcai  only 

coppeci 
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copper.     The  French    could  not  deny 

*•  this  truth,  but  ftili  continued  murmuring 
againft  Fortune,  which  made  the  goddefs 
order  them  to  explain  themfelves  clearly 
upon  the  caufe  of   their  diicontents. 

**  Mademoifeile,  faid  they,  we  could  wifli 
not  only  to  have  the  profit  of  the  Indies, 

**  but  to  enjoy  it  in  a  more  honorable  way, 
than  by  ferving  the  Spaiilards  with  the 
meannefs,  which  you  well  know  we  arc 
obliged  to  do.  Very  pretty,  indeed, 
replied  Fortune ;  and  do  not  you  know 
that  honor  and  money  never  yet  went 
together  in  thi$  world*  No,  long  has 
it  been  fettled  by  the  fuperior  powers, 

**  upon  the  divhloix  of  bleflin^s  to  mankind, 
that  honor  ihouid  be  the  portion  of  Spain, 

<^  while  France  enjoyed  all  the  advantages 

^'  of  intereft;^ 
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SARHAGOSAi  JUKE  12,  1760*  . 

I  A  M  now  in  the  capital  o(  Arragon,  st 
kingdom  once  £unou8  in  itfeif^  and  graced 
with  a  long  line  of  viAoriou$  kings,  till  the 
marriage  of  Ferdinand  with  Ifabella  of 
Cailille  united  the  two  flates,  and  funk 
the  former,  with  its  dependencies,  into  the 
latter.  I  came  Iicrc  ycftcrday  morning, 
and  ^1  the  afternoon  gave  a  glance  over  what 
is  moft  curious  in  the  tovm ;  but  as  there  is 
nothing,  I  think,  will  entertain  jou  in  the 
relation,  I  ihall  only  fay  in  general  that  it 
is  a  good  handfome  city,  with  tolerable 
buildings,  and  the  Madonna  del  Filar,  a 
fine  cathedral. 

I  have  been  reading  the  famous  epic  poem 
q{  Don  AlonzQ  d&  Ercilla.,  Its  fuljca:  is 

the 
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the  rebellion  of  certain  Indians  in  Chili, 
whofe  favage  name  being  Araucanians^  it 
is  entitled  the  Araucana.    As  Don  Alonzo 
was  perfonally  prefent  in  this  diftant  war- 
fare, he  mtermlngles  his  own  adventures 
with   thofe  of  his  countrymen;  and  an 
enchanter  gives  him  a  view  of  the  vidiories 
at  St»  Quintin  and  Lepanto.    At  lengthy 
after  various  turns  of  fortune^  the  favage 
chief  Caupoiican  is  taken  prifoner,  and 
executed.    He  extends  his  poem  to  no  lefs 
than  thirty-fevea  cantos,  but  the  barbarouf- 
nefs  of  the  liidiau  names,  wkh  the  diftant 
part  of  the  world  in  which 'thefe  exploits 
were  tranfaded,  may  render  any  quotations 
nninterefting  to  you.    I  will,  therefore^ 
come  nearer  home,  and  as  the  defeat  of  the 
Spanifh  armada,  under  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  is  one  of  the  things  that  make 
the  grcateft  noife  in  Englilh  hiilory,  1  will 
conclude  my  paper  with  giving  you  what 
Maiiaaa  fays  upon  that  fubje£t.     He  is 

reckoned 
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reckoned  the  beil  and  moft  unprejudiced 
Spanifli  hiilorian.  He  has  written  a  general 
hiAor/  of  Spain,  divided  into  annals.  Under 
the  year  158S  he  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  iuvinclble  armada, 
which  is  only  a  high  loundhig  Spanifli  word 
for  a  fleet  of  (hips  of  war. 

The  king,  Don  Philip  the  fecond,  bad 
in  Lifbon  a  very  great  ^nd  ftrong  armada 
got  ready  in  hafle,  in  order  to  revenge 

"  the  death  of  that  innocent  queen,  (Mary 
queen  of  Scots,)  and  chaftife  the  common 

"  flights  and  darings  of  the  Englifli  againft, 
his  majefty.    The  firft  commauder  ot  the 

"  armada  was  the  marquis  of  Santa  Cruz, 
but  as  he  died  in  the  midft  of  thefe  prepara** 

*^  tions,  the  duke  of  Medina  Sidonta  was 
named  in  his  place.  He  fet  fail  in  the 
month  of  June,  with  middling  weather, 
but  after  doubling  cape  Finifterre,  his 

I'  fleqt  was  lb  fliattered  by  a  ftorm,  that  he 

was 


4€ 


m       LETTERS  FROM 

was  obliged  to  put  iato  Coiuuaa.  It 
V  was  not  got  ready  for  fea  again  till  the 
month  of  September.  They  at  length 
arrived  on  the  coafis  of  Flanders^  vfith 
the  Engliih  fleet  at  their  backs^  and  our 
people  faw  themfelves  in  much  danger 
from  their  artillery,  and  the  many  fhoald 
*^  with  which  thofe  feas  abound.  Some 
(hips  were  taken  by  the  enemy^  and  the 
greateft  part  damaged  by  the  bails  that 
•*  were  contiaually  raining  upon  them,  as 
well  as  by  the  length  and  danger  of  the 
navigation.  In  order  to  return  to  Spain, 
they  'were  obliged  to  go  all  round  the 
ifland  of  Great  Britain  by  the  northern 
ocean*  A  great  number  of  ihips  went 
to  the  bottom  in  thofe  fiormy  feas,  and 
many  failors  perilhed  by  the  force  of 
cold,  and  want  of  provifions;  fo  that 
very  few  veiiels,  and  a  fmall  nuo^ber  of 
*'  men  returned  about  the  beginning  of 
winter,  and  anchored  in  difFeient  parts 

of 
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of  Spaiii«  In  this  manner  are  human 
undertakings  fiuftrated  by  a  fuperior 
power*  Without  doubt  the  flower  of  the 
troops  and  iailors  of  Spain,  perilhed  in 
**  this  enterprize.  With  this  blow  Al- 
mighty  God  chaftlicd  the  many  and  great 
fins  of  our  people." 


Vol.  iL  T  L  E  T- 
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BAaC£LONA,  JUN£  I76O. 

I  Am  juft  arrived  liitlier,  fo  that  I  cannot 
fay  much  to  you  ot  the  place  or  the  people 
in  it.  As  for  the  mere  town  I  have  feen 
enough  of  it,  for  as  I  had  not  a  paflport, 
they  made  me  drive  about  to  half  a  dozen 
officers  houfes  betore  I  was  admitted.  Thev 
had  afked  me  for  a  paiTport  at  Lerida,  the 
iirft  towu  on  the  froutieio  of  Catalonia,  the 
province  in  which  this  capital  is  fituatedy 
but  as  the  regiment  in  garrifon  there  was 
lri(h|  they  had  let  me  pafs  through* 

■ 

As  my  books  are  not  unpackedj  I  will 
give  you  from  memory,  the  general  view  of 
the  hillory  of  Spain  which  you  deilre.    We  ^ 
know  little  certain  of  this  kingdom,  till  it  ^ 
fell  under  the  dominion  of  the  Romans.  1 

who 
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who  expelled  the  Carthaginians  from  thence. 
It  remained  under  the  yoke  of  this  afpiring 
nation  for  a  long  time,  till  luxury  at  length 
enervated  the  conquerors  of  the  world,  and 
bowed  their  necks  to  a  hardy  race  of  adven- 
turers, who  poured  Upon  them  in  detached 
parties  from  .the  north.  Thofe  who  fuc- 
ccedcd  to  the  Roman  dominion  in  Spain  were 
called  Vandals,  a  nation  different  from  the 
Goths,  but  of  whofe  original  fituation  we 
are  ec^ually  ignorant.  It  is  fuppoled  that 
fome  part  of  Scandinavia,  or  Sweden  Nor- 
way and  Denmark  united,  poured  from  her 
loins  thofe  vidorious  emigrants.  They  ex* 
tended  likewife  their  conquefls  into  Barbary^ 
but  were  in  time  driven  from  thence  by  a 
new  fet  of  fanatics,  whom  Mahomet  had 
taught  to  make  arms  a  part  of  their  religion. 
The  Saracens  encouraged  by  thefe  fuccclles 
pafled  over  into  the  peninfula  of  Spain,  now 
in  poflcliion  of  the  Vifigoths  or  weftern 
Goths.  They  were  invited,  it  is  laid,  by  the 
revenge  of  an  injured  baron,  Count  Juhan^ 

T  z      '  about 
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about  the  year  713,  They  foon  conquered 
the  greateft  part  of  it,  but  the  feeds  of  their 
own  expuihoii  were  remaining  in  a  little 
kingdom  they  left  in  the  AiluiiaD  under 
Prince  Pclaglus,  who  fled  from  their  arms* 
From  thefe  inacceffible  faftneffes  various 
conquerors  came  forth,  who  by  degrees 
drove  the  Africans  to  the  fouth,  and  formed 
the  kingdoms  of  Leon,  Caftilie,  Arragon, 
Navarre,  Valentia,  and  Murcia,  with  their 
dcpendeiiclL:>.  Various  great  cngagLinents, 
and  above  all  the  vidory  of  Medina  del 
Campo,  fignalized  the  Spani(h,  and  parti* 
cularly  the  Caftillian  arms,  till  at  length 

Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  drove  thofe  eaAern 

♦ 

conquerors  quite  out  oi  Spain  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  Grenada.  Some  wretches  liiJccJ 
rem«  Ined  after  the  extindion  of  their  govera- 
crent,  who,  urged  by  ill  ufage  and  religious 
perfecutions,  llrengthened  themfelves  amidft 
the  rocky  heights  of  tiie  Aipuxarrian  moun* 
tains;  but  the  imprudent  poUcy  of  Ferdi* 

nand  after  the  death  of  his  queen  drove 

them 
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them  out  of  his  kingdoms,  by  which  he  rid 
hiiiifcif  of  his  enemies,  but  at  the  fame 
time  loft  his  fubjefts.  The  expulfion  of  the 
Jtws  encreafed  the  depopulation  of  Spain,  and 
the  perpetual  drains  to  both  the  Indies  brought 
it  into  the  ftate  it  is  at  prefent.  Thefe 
emigrations,  which  were  increafed  by  forces 
fent  to  the  conqueft  of  Mexico  and  Peru 
under  Charles  the  fifth,  brought  gold  but  not 
riches  to  the  Spanifh  monarchy.  However 
the  bravery  of  the  adventurers  was  great,  if 
it  had  been  employed  in  a  better  caufe.  I 
think  the  heroic  magnanimity  of  Cortes  was 
particukily  deferving  of  a  more  virtuous 
incitement  to  Spaniih  valor.  When  he  was 
advanced  within  the  city  of  Mexico  itfelf, 
which  was  at  that  time  under  the  dommion 
of  Motezuma,  finding  the  inhabitants  were 
preparing  deftrudtion  for  him  and  the  few 
troops  who  accompanied  his  daiiag  fteps,  by 
a  refolution  wonderful  both  for  its  boldnefs, 
and  its  conducing  immediately  to  the  end 
propofed,  which  is  true  fortitude,  he  by 

» 
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force  feized  upoii^  and  imprifoned  that  mo^ 
narch.    By  this  amazing  a£t  he  ftopped  all 

the  ipriugs  of  a  defpotic  government,  and  a 
handful  gf  Spaniards  foon  overpowered  the 
kiiigdom.  Thus,  and  ftill  by  more  unjuil 
means  with  regard  to  Peru,  did  Caftille 
obtain  the  fovereignty  of  a  new  world, 
which  however  (he  did  not  enjoy,  for  not- 
withilanding  the  wealth  which  feemed  to 
pour  in  upon  her,  Spain  has  been  ever  fiuce 
decliiiing.  The  three  Philips  who  fucceeded 
Charles  the  fifth  ofGermanv,  or  fufl  of 
Spain,  in  vain  even  by  the  unftable  acquifi- 
tion  of  Portugal  endeavoured  to  maintain 
her  dignity,  till  the  death  of  Charles  the 
fecond  without  iffue,  brought  on  the  long 
contended  revolution,  which  fettled  the 
crowa  upon  the  head  of  a  fon  of  France. 
Since  this  time  the  two  governments  of 
France  and  Spain  have  been  clofely  united, 
to  the  particular  detriment  of  Great  Britain, 
except  indeed  for  a  Ihort  fpace  during  the  mi- 
nority of  Lewis  the  fifteenth,  wheuth^  Duke 

of 
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of  Orleans  regent  joined  with  England,  Auf- 
tria.  Savoy  and  Holland,  to  force  Spain  to  make 
peace  with  the  Emperor ;  but  this  quadruple 
alliance,  as  it  is  called,  might  have  had 
little  cSe&j  if  Admiral  Byng,  created  after- 
wards Earl  of  Torrington,  had  not  deftroyed 
thp  SpanKh  fleet  off  Mefliua  in  iji 8. 


LET 
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BARCELONA,  JUNE  20,  176^^ 

F. 
1 N  P I  N  G  it  unpoflible  to  get  any  veflel 

bound  from  hence  directly  to  Sardinia  or 
Sicily,  I  have  agreed  to  go  to  Nice  in  a 
Catalan  bark,  and,  as  that  town  is  in  the 
king  of  Sardinians  dominions,  there  are  per* 
petual  opportunities  offer  for  going  to  the 
former  ifland.  The  mailer  is  to  fet  fail  on 
wedncfday  or  thurfday  next  at  fartheft,  if 
the  wind  permits, 

I  have  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  Spa* 
niards  fmce  my  ihort  refidence  in  this  city* 
The  conful  and  the  other  Engiilh  fettled 
here  have  been  very  obliging  and  holpitable. 
The  town  of  Barcelona  Is  handlome,  but 
tlie  port,  or  road,  is  but  indifferent,  nor  can 
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a  ihip  of  burden  come  into  it«    I  have  made 

an  excurfion  to  fee  the  famous  convent  at 

Monferate.    It  is  fUuated  upon  the  top  of 

one  of  the  oddefl:  iiiouataiiis  I  belicvc  m  the 

worlds    We  gained  the  fummit  with  diflBi- 

culty.    In  the  church  belonging  to  the 

convent  I  faw  one  of  our  colours  hanging 

up  as  a  trophy,  and  ftreaming  to  the  windf 

However,  by  the  rally  looks  of  it,  it  might, 

for  what  I  can  tell,  have  been  taken  in  queen 

Elizabeth's  time.    The  hermitages  at  Mon* 

ferate  are  very  remarkably  fituated  upon  the 

fummit  of  the  inoft  pointed  rocks  that  ever 

were  feen,  and  which  rife  like  large  obelilks, 

or  fugar  loaves,  from  the  platform,  if  I  may 

he  allowed  the  expreflion,  where  the  monaf* 

tery  fiands.    As  they  told  me  one  of  the 

things  I  was  to  enjoy  at  Monferate  was  the 

muiic  at  high  mafs,  I  defired  one  might  be 

celebrated  the   next  morning,  which  the 

friers  had  no  diificulty  in  performing,  if  I 

came  up  to  their  price.    They  had  a  parti* 

cular  value  fet  upon  all  their  religious,  cere* 

monies. 
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monies,  which  not  being  very  high,  I  choie, 
for  I  thiuk  twenty  four  reals  of  plate,  about 
twelve  (hillings,  the  mafs  appropriated  for 
chriftmas  day.  The  voices  of  the  choirifters 
were  very  pretty,  but  as  there  was  only  one 
priell:  to  officiate,  whereas  there  ought  to  have 
been  two,  my  friends  faid,  upon  my  return 
to  Barcelona,  that  I  was  cheated,  and  that 
they  had  given  me  fcuUs  inilead  of  oars. 
Tiie  valley  beneath  this  remarkable  moun- 
tain  is  pleaiiint,  as  indeed  the  whole  province 
of  Cataloiila  in  general.  It  is  I  believe  the 
beft  part  of  all  Spain,  as  well  with  regard 
to  the  country,  as  the  accommodations  and 
behaviour  of  the  people.  In  the  inns  they 
furniih  you  with  dinners  and  beds^i  as  in 
other  parts  of  Europe^  The  inn-keepers 
and  poflilions  too  ars  civil.  The  cuftoms  of 
the  people  fceai  more  to  rekmble  tliofe  oi  | 
France  and  Italy  than  Spain.  The  govern- 
ment oppreflbs  them,  and  has  ^one  fo  ever 
Unce  the  defence  of  Barcelona,  when  the  I 
Ciitiilans  oppoild  the  vitSlorious  ^rms  ot  | 

Philip 
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Philip  the  fifth,  after  having  been  fliame- 
fully  dck  i  tcd  by  their  iilUcs,  among  whom 
Great  Britain  is  included*  The  marflial 
duke  of  Berwick,  natural  fon  to  James  the 
fecoad,  commanded  the  French  and  Spaniih 
troops,  that  formed  the  fiege  of  the  town, 
in  the  defence  of  which,  it  is  faid,  that  even 
the  women  and  pilefts  affiftcd,  io  muca  did 

■ 

they  dread  the  yoke  of  the  Bourbon  family. 
But  perfeverence  and  flaughter  at  length 
forced  them  to  a  capitulation,  which  they 
did  not  make  time  enough  to  preferve  the 
rights  and  lionors  enjoyed  by  other  Spa** 
niards,  and  to  this  day  can  not  bear  arms, 
and  I  believe  not  even  carry  fwords,  without 
a  particular  pcrmiffion,   a  thing  which  is 
doubly  difhonorable  in  a  country,  where  It  is 
the  cuftom  for  the  very  loweft  perlbns  to 
wear  a  rapien    However,  it  is  reported  that 
the  prefent  king  has  an  intention  to  reftore 
the  Catalans  to  the  fame  privileges  as  other 
Spaniards,  whi^h  indeed  are  not  very  great, 
and  the  motive  they  give  for  it  is,  the  many 

demonftrations 
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demonilrations  of  aftediou  he  received  Arom 
them,  upon  his  landing  in  their  town  from 
Naples.  I  think  too  the  province  made  a 
pelitioa  to  him  to  that  effed,  but  time  muft 
fliew  what  fruits  it  will  produce. 
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LETTER  LIV. 

BARCBLOKAy  JVHB  StJ,  1760* 

T  HC  Spaniih  ideas  of  aftronomy  are- 
very  diflerent  from  ours.    They  adhere  to 
the  Ptolemaic  iyftem  of  the  immobility  of  the 
earthy  condemning  that  of  Copernicus  as 
iidlculous  and  contrary   to  the  fcripture. 
Accordingly  they  make  the  planet;>  aii  J  fixed 
ftars  run  a  race  about  the  earth  every  twenty- 
fourfaours.   They  imagine  alfo  every  thing 
included  in  a  great  chryftalline  fphere,  which 
they  call  thtprimum  nuAik^  and  which,  by  the 
will  of  God,  is  continually  revolving  and 
commurdcating  its  motion  to  the  liars,  pla- 
nets, and  other  bodies  included  within  its 
circumference.    Befides  this  general  rotation, 
the  planets  follow  their  own  particular  move- 
ments.    The  Spaniards  have  many  more 

of  thefe  forts  of  caftks  in  the  au' ;   but  I 

have 
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have  fo  imperfed  an  idea  of  them,  that  I  will 
go  no  further  in  this  paper  than  give  you 
one  or  two  of  their  reafons  againft  Coper- 
nicus's  fy  lie  ill  of  the  world.    And  I  will 
take  the  words  from  the  clever  Feyjoo,  who 
notwithftanding  his  being  fo  great  an  advo- 
cate for  Newton,  as  he  exprefied  himfeif 
in  the  quotation  1  have  formerly  given  you, 
yet  here  profefles  he  honours  him  as  a  lub-  | 
lime  geniu5,  but  does  not  believe  a  word  of  | 
what  he  fays.    I  fancy  (b  ingenious  a  maOj  i 
if  he  had  writen  in  another  country,  would  J 
have  profefied  a  different  opinion  #  Indeed, 
.1  think,  we  may  colled  from  his  writings, 
that  he  approves  of  our  way  of  thinking, 
tho'  in  words  he  contradidls  it.    After  having 
explained  our  iyilcm,  and  dctcnJuJ  it  irom 
being  ridiculous,  according  to  the  vulgar 
opinion^  the    weak  objedions  he  feems 
unwillingly  to  bring  againft  it  are  as  follow.* 
He  writes  them  in  a  letter  to  a  friend/ 

« itt 
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■ 

In  the  Copemican  fyftem^  what  we  call 
the  firmament^  or  the  fixed  ftars,  are 
obliged  to  be  removed  to  fuch  an  enormous 
difiance^  not  only  from  the  earth,  but  from 
the  whole  planetary  world,  that  imagi* 
nation  can  hardly  fuffer  the  idea.  To 
attempt  to  give  foiuc  couceptloa  of  this 
diftance,  you  muft  fuppofe  firft  of  all, 
*^  that,  after  the  moft  txzGt  obfervations, 
modern  aftronomers  have  agreed  that  the 
fun*s  diAance  from  the  earth  is  thirty*three 
^*  millions  of  leagues/*    [He  makes  a  note 
that  the  leagues  h^  means  are  not  Spainih, 
but  CQiiimoa  leagues,  twenty- five  to  a  degree] 
**  You  may  imagine  an  obfervation  of  this 
kind  cannot  be  fo  exad:  as  not  to  admit 
of  an  error  of  fome  millions  of  leagues. 
But  this  fignities  lo  little  in  the  prefeat 
cafe  that  we  will  content  ourfelvcs  with 
counting  no  mure  than  tlie  ruunJ  nuiuLcr 
of  thirty  *millions.    From  hence  it  follows, 
■  *  that  the  diameter  of  the  orbit,  in  which 
*^  the  earth  is  imagined  to  revolve  round  the 

"  fun. 
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fun,  is  fixty  millions  of  leagues,  and  the 
circumference  one  hundred  and  eighty 
millions.  •  You  muft  now  fuppofe,  fe- 

"  coudly,  that,  notwithftanding  the  circle 

**  which  this  orbit  liicludes  is  of  lucli  a 
furprifing  magnitude,  (aftronomers  call 

"  this  orbit,  the  annual  orbit,  an  appellation 
equally  proper,  whether  the  fun  revolves 
round  the  earth,  or  the  earth  round  the 

"  funj  yet,  that  it  is  an  imperceptible  point, 

witli  regard  to  the  vaftuefs  of  dillance  of 

the  firmament.    The  proof  of  this  is, 

that,  tho'  you  fnppofe  the  earth  transfer- 
* 

**  red  from  one  point  of  her  annual  orbit  to 
the  ppint  diametrically  oppolite,  no  perfon 
has  been  able  to  find  any  parallax  to  the 
fixed  ftars,  tho'  it  has  been  attempted 

"  an  infinite  number  of  times  with  the 
grcateft  ap^)ilcation.  Tiiat  is  to  kiy,  tlic 
apparent  place  of  any  fixed  ftar  is  the  fame 

feen  from  a  certain  point  in  the  annual  orbit, 
as  when  feen  from  the  oppofite  point,  fixty 
miilioas  of  leagues  dillaut  from  the  former. 

Now, 
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Now,  without  fuppofing  the  diftdiice  from 
the  earth  to  the  firmament  to  be  immenfe, 
the  parallax  of  any  fixed  flar  muft  be  very 

^*  great.  For  example,  if  a  fixed  ftar,  as 
Sirius,  or  the  dog  ftar,  which  is  one  of 
the  greateil  and  brighteft,  was  not  more 
than  ten  thoufand  times  farther  off  than 
the  earth  is  from  the  fun,  a  very  fenfible 

"  parallax  would  be  obfervable.  In  fine, 
the  beft  aftronomers  are  agreed  that,  if 
the  earth  revolves  round  the  luii,  tlie  uil- 
tance  of  Sirius  from  the  earth  is  more 

*'  than  forty  thoufand  times  greater  than 

^*  the  diftauce  of  the  earth  from  the  fun. 
Confequently,  tlus  liar  is  much  more  than 

**  a  million  of  millions  of  leagi^es  diftant 
from  the  earth.    Eiidlefs  vacuity !  dif- 

"  tance  inconceivable  !  which  imagination 
can  not  admit  without  repugnance,  altho* 

"  reafon  has  no  argument  to  confute  the 
faifebood  of  it. 

**  This  is  the  only  argument  a  ratione 

againft  Copernicus  of  any  force. 

Vol.  II.  U  But 
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But  the  misfortune  is,  that  after  havmg^ 
"  exainiued  every  thing  which  philofophy 
•*  and  mathematics  can  demouftrate  with 
"  regard  to  the  cafe^  an  argument  of  a  very 
fuperiornature remains againft him.  And 

« 

"  that  is  the  authority  of  fcripture.  In 
"  various  parts  it  is  fo  clearly  eatprefled, 
"  that  the  earth  is  immovable,  and  the  fuii 
revolves  round  it,  that  the  Copciiiican 
**  jfyftem  cau  not  be  maintained  againft  fuch 
"  a  powerful  oppofition,  but  by  recurring 
^  to  forced  interpretations^ 


LET- 
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LETTER  LV* 

« 

BARCELONA,  JUNE  26^  1)^0: 

Th  E  Catalan  veffel  I  am  to  go  to  Nice 
in,  has  deferred  her  failing  for  two  or  three 
days.  I  can  not  now  exactly  fay  the  time 
flie  will  go  awdy.  I  hope,  however,  the 
day  after  tomorrow^  or  Sunday  mdrniitg. 
Id  the  mean  time  Feyjoo  goes  on  as  follows 
in  his  weak  confutation  of  the  Copcrnicaii 
fyftem* 

Do  but  confider  the  following  texts* 
I Gen.  XV.  1 7.    And  it  came  to  pafs, 
that  when  the  fun  went  down^  and  it 
was  dark,  behold,  &c/^    (He  quotes  the 
;24th  chapter  of  Judith,  but  I  can  find  only 
Uxteen  in  our  bible,  and  therefore  I  omit 

I 

his  quotation).        Jofliua  x.   12.  Then 
fpake  Jo0iua  to  the  Lord  in  the  day 

4J  3  when 
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**  when  the  Lord  delivered  up  the  Amorites 

•*  before  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  Sun,  ftand 
thou  £iill  upon  GibeoD,  and  thou  moon 

"  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon/*  And  the  fun 
flood  ftill,  .and  the  moon  flaid  until  the 

*^  people  had  avenged  themfelves  of  their 

**  enemies.  Is  not  this  written  in  the  book 
■     of  Jafper  ?   So  the  fun  ftood  ftill  in  the 

*^  midil  of  heaven,  and  hafted  not  to  go 
down  about  a'  whole  day.  .  IL  Kings 

^*  XX.  8.  And  Uezekiah  faid  unto  llaiah, 
what  fhall  be  the  fjgn  that  the  Lord  will 
heal  me,  and  that  1  (hall  go  up  iuto  the 

•*  houlc  of  tlic  Lu:  J  the  llilid  day  ?  And 
Ifaiah  faid,  this  fign  (hall  thou  have  of 

**  the  Lord,  that  the  Lord  will  do  the 
thing  that  he  hath  fpoken.  Shall  the 
lhadow  go  forward  ten  degrees,  or  go 
back  ten  degrees  ?  And  Hezekiah  an* 
fwcred.  It  is  a  light  thing  for  the 
lliadow  to  go  down  tea  degrees.  Nay, 

^  let  the  fliadow  return  back  ten  degrees. 
And  Ifaiah  the  prophet  cried  ui)to  the 

^  "  Lord, 
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Lord,  and  he  brought  the  lhadow  ten 
degrees  backward,  by  which  it  had  gone 
down  in  the  dial  of  Ahaz.  Pfalm  xix. 
5.  (Speaking  of  the  fun)  Which 
Cometh  forth  as  a  bridcgiooom  out  of  liis 

^*  chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  giant  to  run 
his  courfe.  Ecclefiaftes  ch.  i.  v.  15.  The 
fun  alfo  arifeth,  and  the  fun  goeth  down, 

**  and  hafteth  to  the  place  wiieace  he  arofc, 
&c/'    I  omit  fome  other  tiuotations. 

I  am  not  ignorant  (continues  Feyjoo,) 
that  the  Copemicans  fay,  in  anfwer  to 
tliis,  that  the  fcripture  in  things  purely 
natural,  and  entirely  unconnected  with 
every  thing  theological  or  moral,  makes 
uic  of  expiellious  adapted  to  the  opiiuuiic 
of  the  vulgar,  tho*  in  reality  they  may 
^*  be  falfc.    And  they  produce  Ibme  exam- 
*^  pies  of  this  kind.    But  this  folution  could 
only  be  admitted  in  cafe  the  arguments 
**  that  favor  the  Copernican  iyftcm  were 
fo  ftrong  as  abfolutely  to  fland  in  need 

U  3  of 
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**  of.it.  But  the  cafe  is  not  fo.  It  rnuft: 
be  confefled,  however,  that  the  vulgar  or 

•*  Ptolemaic  fyftem  is  abfolutely  indefenii*- 
ble,  and  only  reigns  in  Spain  upon  ac^ 
count  of  the  ignorance  of  our  fchools 
with  regard  to  ailrouoi;niQai  matters ;  but 
wc  may  abandon  this  ai^d  Copernicus^s 
fyftem  both  together,  and  embrace  that 
of  Tycho  Brahe,  which  fufiiciently  ext^ 
plains  all  the  celeflial  phenomena*'* 

Nor  am  I  ignorant  that  thefe  phenomena 
are   better  and  more  fimply  explained 
by  the  Copenncaa  fyftem,  which  is  the 
•*  caufe  of  lb  many  nations  following  it  in 
**  preference  to  the  Tychobraic,   The  moft 
learned  father  Dechales,  upon'account 
of  this  natural  explanation  of  th^  phe<» 
"  nonieua,  calls  it  invenium  divimm.    But  I 
do  not  lee  why  God  was  obliged  to  form 
the  world  accordmg  to  the  fyftem  which 
appears  to  us  moft  proper.    Perhaps  the 
fyftem  which  feems  beft  regulated  to  us, 

*^  may 
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may  be  the  moft  improper  of  all*  We 
^  are  ignorant  of  the  various  aims  of  provl- 
^ence.     In  faiSt,  the  Copernician  idea 
^'  ilrikes  me  at  preleut,  as  being  the  moil 
inconveiiieut.    It  has  juft  occurred  to  mc, 
^     that  if  his  lyilciu  be  true,  I  am  adually 
whirling  aboul:  the  &n,  I  and  the  table 
I  write  upon,  cell  and  aU»  and  that  with 
a  very  great  velocity-  The  very  imagina- 
tion  of  which  has  been  the  caufe  of  a 
kiud  of  vertigo  iu  my  head,  which  obhges 
me  to  lay  down  my  pen.    Heaven  guard 
you,  &c/* 


"  Addition*  Some  days  after  I  had 
tinilhed  this  letter,  a  particular  manner 
ot  confuting  the  Copeniican  fyftem  oc- 
currcd  to  me,  which  feems  to  have  more 
*^  force  than  any  thing  I  have  faid  againft 
^<  it.  And  the  reafon  of  this  is,  becaufe 
it  is  taken  from  the  fuppofition  ib  com- 
mon  among  the  Copernicans,  that  the 
fixed  ftars  are  other  funs  equal  to  ours  in 

U  4  "  brightnefs 
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bnghtnefs  and  magnitude,  joined  with 
an  ingenious  obfervation  of  the  noted 
Dutchman  ChriAian  Huyghens^  a  famous 
phiioiopher  and  mathematician.  So  that 
this  may  be  confidered  as  an  argument 
ad  homlnem,  againft  thofe  who  follow  the 
**  Copernican  fyftem.'* 

I  will  give  it  you  in  my  next. 


LET- 
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L  ii  T  T  E  R  LVL 

BARCELONA^  JUNE  29,  I/6o- 

I  Imbark  for  Nice  to  morrow,  but  in  the 
mean  time  to  finifli  with  Feyjoo^  who  con- 
tinues thus. 

That  great  yhilofopher  aiid  aiathema- 
^*  tician  Huyghens,  fuppofing  Sirius,  which 
is  the  greateft  and  moft  brilliant  of  all  the 
fixed  ftars,  equal  to  the  fun,  had  a  mind 
from  that  fuppofition  to  alcertain  its  dif- 
tance  with  regard  to  us.    For  this  purpofe 
^*  by  making  iife  of  a  telefcope  invertcdly, 
he  diminiihed  the  magnitude  of  the  fui^ 
till  he  reduced  it  to  an  equal  fize  and 
fplendor  with  Sirius.   After  this  having 
calculated  by  the  rules  of  dioptrics  that 
^'  he  had  reduced  the  diameter  of  the  fuu 
to  be  no  more  than  the  2^,664  part  of 

•*  what 
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'*  what  he  appears  to  us  commonly,  he 
concludes,  that  if  the  fun  were  27,6641 
times  farther  from  the  earth  than  he  is 
at  preieat,  he.  would  appear  to  us  in 
that  fame  degree  of  dimiuutiou  and  want 
of  brightncls.  From  hciicc  it  follows 
evidently  that  if  Sirius  is  equal  in  fplen- 
dor  and  magnitude  to  the  fun,  that  6xed 
ft^r  muft  be  27,664  times  farther  off  from 
us  than  the  fun« 

From  the  refult  of  this  calculation  I 
form  my  argument*  If  Sirius  be  no  far- 
ther  from  the  earth  than  has  been  faid, 
fuppofing  the  Copernican  fyftem  true, 
fome  parallax  muA  be  undoubtedly  ob«- 
**  ferved,  upon  examinations  made  at  the 
earth's  being  In  two  points  diamctriccilly 

oppofitc  of  that  circle,  which  the  Coper- 
nicans  make  her  defcribe  round  the  fun« 
But  fuch  a  parallax  has  not  as  yet  been 

« 

obferved,  James  Caffini,  who  applied  him- 
{elf  to  the  making  of  this  obiervatiooi 

with 
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with  great  care  and  during  a  long  time» 
as  the  hiftory  of  the  royal  academj  tells 
**  us,  could  find  no  fuch  parallax.  There- 

fore  the  Coperaican  fyftem  is  failc. 

To  pro^e  the  major :  According  to  ' 
Cailini  himfelf,  to  iave  the  Copemican 
^  ^     ilem  by  there  being  no  lenfible  parallax 
to  Sirius,  it  muft  be  at  lead  43,700  times 
farther  from  th^  earth  than  the  Xuu,  to 
make  the  orbit  which  the  parth  defcribes 
by  her  annual  motion,  (the  diameter  of 
^'  which  is  fixty-fix  millions  of  leagues,) 
f<  become  as  a  point  with  regard  tp  the 
firmament.    For  fuppofing  the  dillance 
lefs  than  that,   fome  parallax  would  be 

oblcrved.    But  the  diftance  of  Sirius  from 

« 

the  earth  refulting  from  Mr.  Huyghen*s 
obfervatiqn  is  much  lefs,  all  the  difference 
**  of  the  number  :}7,664  to  that  of  43,700, 
ergo  &Ct 


This 
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This  is  ail  Feyjoo  c^an  produce  againil 
the  iyilem  of  Copernicus,  and  which  oug^ht 
rather  to  be  called  objeclions  than  proofs, 
but  as  you  will  be  able  to  fee  the  ftrength 
or  weaknefs  of  them  better  than  myfelf,  I 
ihali  not  fay  any  thing  more  about  them, 
but  leave  you  to  form  your  own  judgment 
as  you  lhall  think  bell. 

Tlic  poCi  goes  out  tills  Sunday  morning  fb 
very  early  that  I  have  not  time  to  fajr 
more. 


I 
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I 

LETTER  LVII- 

CAmr,  JULY  2,  i76o». 

I  A  M  now  at  a  little  fifhing  village  upon 
the  coaft  between  Barcelona  and  France. 
I  let  off  from  Barcelona  ou  Monday  lallj  as 
I*  mentioned  to  you  ;  however,  not  in  my 
Catalan  bark,  but  in  a  chalfe  ;  for  as  the 
captain  was  to  Hop  to  take  up  foa;ic  few 
things  at  Matarbt  a  little  port  about  five 
leagues  from  hence,  I  thought  I  might  as 
well  go  there  by  land  as  by  fea«  I  was  the 
more  flrongly  induced  to  this,  as  an  Engiiih 
gentleman  of  Barcelona  favored  me  with 
his  company.  We  arrived  there  in  the 
evening.  We  did  not,  indeed,  fet  out  from 
Barcelona  till  after  dinner ;  for  the  captain 
having  afiured  us  that  we  need  not  be  in 
any  very  exceliive  hurry,  we  took  his  word, 
znd  true  it  was,  fur  hi^  bark  did  not  fail 

from 
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from  Mataio  till  three  o'clock  the  next  day^ 
ivhich  was  yefterday.  There  being  but 
very  little  wind  upon  my  embarking,  we 
got  but  a  very  little  way.  I  landed,  and 
lay  at  a  iiuail  village  called  Reins.  How* 
ever^  the  inn,  bed  and  accommodations  were 
fo  bad,  that  I  believe  I  fliould  have  been 
better  off  on  board  my  vefleL  As  there  has 
been  a  calm  almoft  all  to  day,  we  dre  now 
come  but  very  little  farther  to  the  village 
mentioned  in  my  date,  which  is  tolerably 
pretty.  I  am  come  on  fliore  to  ipend  three 
or  four  hours  of  the  aftcriiooa  here,  as  we 
arrived  early,  but  I  intend  to  returfi  on 
board  at  fun-fet ;  for  my  inn  does  not  afford 
me  the  moft  agreeable  profpe&  of  fpending 
the  night*  The  reafon  of  my  captain's 
itoppiag  here  fo  early  is,  that  it  is  now 
fuch  a  calm,  that  he  can  not  ftir  a  ftcp 
forwards;  and  he  fays  there  is  a  little 
current,  which  would  rather  have  carried 
him  backwards,  if  he  had  not  caft  aDcbor. 

To 
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To  fill  up  my  paper,  I  will  tell  you  thai 
tlie  road  to  Matar6  from  Barcelona  is  ex- 
trremely  pleafant,  partly  hy  the  fea  fide^ 
i^hich  then  reprefented  to  us  the  fmooth 
iuriface  of  a  lake,  and  partly  through  agree- 
able groves  iuterfperied  with  villages.  Our 
"v  chicle  was   no  greater  than  a  onc-hoKle 
chair,  the  reins  of  w^ch  I  conduced*  >  The 
dLftance  about  twenty  miles.    We  baited 
at.  a  fort  of  half-way  houfe,  upon  a  collation 
of  wine  and  cakes.    Being  arrived  at  Ma- 
tarb,  and  having  put  up  our  chaife  at  the 
inn,  taken  bedb,  and  left  there  a  little  packet 
of  things  I  had  not  put  on  board  the  Catalan 
veiiel,  we  fallied  out  to  find  my  companion's 
friends^   They  confided  of  the  officers  be- 
longing to  a  whole  regiment  of  Walloon 
guards  quartered  in  that  town.    There  are 
two  or  three  regiments   of  them  in  the 
Spanifli  fervlce,  and  they  are  called  Wal- 
loons from  a  part  of  Flanders,'  which  bears 
that  name,  from  whence,  I  fuppofe,  they 
originally  came;  but  are  compofed  now 

of 
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of    all  foits  of  Flemings  and  Roman  ca-* 
tholic  Dutch.   The  regiment  at  Matar6  is 
always  quartered  fix  months  of  the  year 
^  Barcelona^  and  the  other  fix  in  that  little 
place.   As  by  thefe  means  they  were  all 
very  intimate  with  my  friend,  they  crouded 
round  us,  and  were  fighting  who  ihould 
carry  us  with  them  to  their  quarters  to 
fupper.     The  colonel,  at  laft,  prevailed, 
and  after  we  had  ftioUed  with  him  for  fome 
little  time  about  a  very  agreeable  country, 
enjoying  the  fweets  of  a  free  converfation 
and  a  fine  evening,  we  were  conducted  to 
his  mefs*    The  time  here  paiied  on  in  va*- 

r 

rious  and  lively  converfation  till  we  were 
on  the  wrong  fide  of  midnight,  when  we 
retired  to  our  inn  to  fleep.  We  had  as  yet 
licard  liuiluiig  of  the  Catalan  veflcl  tliat 
was  to  come  from  Barcelona.  Being  aflhred 
however,  that  there  was  no  fear  of  the 
captains  failing  without* me,  we  deferred 
looking  after  him  till  next  day.    la  fadt^ 

as  the  wind  had  not  been  favorable^  he  did 

not 
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not  arrive  from  Barcelona  till  the  morning. 
He  then  told  us  he  ihouid  in  a  few  hours 
be  able  to  get  on  board  what  little  he  had 
to  embark  at  Mataro,  and  that  if  the  wind 
continued  only  as  fair  as  it  .was  then,  he 
ihould  fet  fail  exaftly  at  three  o*clock« 
This  a  little  difpleafed  my  companion  as 
well  as.myiclf ;  for  we  had  the  very  evening 
before  engaged  ourfelves  to  dine  with  the 
governor  of  Mataro,  But  as  we  had  only 
bargained  to  wait  upon  him  in  cafe  I  did 
not  fail,  we  thought  this  at  lead  a  good 
excufe  for  my  hurrying  away  after  dinner* 
Upon  our  arrival  at  his  houfe^  fome  of  the 
Walloon  officers,  together  with  his  neice 
entertained  us  with  mufic  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  till  dinner  was  upon  table.  It  cout 
fi  Aed  in  a  great  colle£tion  of  unknown  difhes, 
which  my  Engli(h  friend,  unufed  to,  could  not 
touch.  The  governor,  tho*  a  Neapolitan^ 
feemed  not  to  diilike  liquor,  and  was  not 
only  continually  drinking  lumlclf,  but  mak-^ 
Jug  Ills  company  do  the  fame,  |Ie  would 
Vol.  11,  X  not 
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not  give  a  friar  (hat  fat  next  him  a  moment^s 
peace,  but  was  continually  pouring  wioe 
down  his  throat ;  and  when  the  good  mam 
wanted  to  mix  it  with  water^  he  would  not 
fuifer  himy  telling  him  tbat» 

* 

Viiiuni  adac^uatuni  contuibat  ftomacha  ffat|-um. 

This  he  repeated  various  times»  with 
many  other  fmoiiar  quotations  of  Ciceroinaq 
Latiu,  and  Virgilian  verfe^  interlarded  with 
his  Neapolitan  jargon.  Before  dinner  he 
had  produced  me  a  Taflb  trauflatcd  into 
Neapolitan^  and  read  me  a  good  part  of  it 
with  great  pieafure*  Taflb  traveftied  in 
this  manner,  gives  nearly  the  fame  idea  as 
Milton  would  do  tranflated  into  Scotch, 
The  old  man  in  peruiing  fome  of  his  coun-* 
try  phrafes  would  burft  out  into  a  fit  of 
Liughter,  that  held  iiim  for  a  quartci  gf  an 
hour,  to'  my  no  fmall  entertainment.  A 
iunimons,  however,  from  the  captain  of  my 
bark  obliged  me  to  leave  his  table  and  the 

r 

diver- 

* 
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diverfions  x>f  it»  as  fbon  as  the  defert  ap** 
.pcared.  I  would  have  had  my  friend  rcmaiii 
and  iiot  accompany  me  all  in  the  fuu,  but 
he  laid  lie  would  Icc  mc  embark,  Wc  went 
dire£tly  down,  therefore,  to  the  iea-(hore^ 
where  the  Spanifh  captain's  boat  was  wait* 
tag  for  me.  After  proper  leave  taken,  I 
entered  the  bark>  and  my  friend  returned 
to  the  governor's,  I  was  ibou  coududed  to 
the  veflel,  the  falU  of  which  being  unfurled 
we  gathered  in  them  what  little  wind  there 
was.  However,  as  I  have  already  told  you 
it,  brought  us  only  to  an  iniignificant  village 
.called  Reins  yeAerday  evening.  This  morn- 
ing I  returned  on  board  the  St.  Paul,  my 
Catalan  veiiel,  but  we  have  continued  our 
voyage  only  tQ  this  pluLc, , 


LET- 
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O  U  may  wonder  to  fee  my  letter  dated 
once  more  from  Barcelona^  but  you  muil 
know  that  I  went  np  the  coaft  only  a  little 

farxher  than  Canet,  the  place  I  wrote  my 
laft  letter  from.  After  haviug  fiuiftied  it,  I 
diverted  iiiylUf  partly  in  walking  about  the 
place,  and  partly  in  feeing  ibmc  fifliermeu 
draw  a  large  net.  They  did  not  however 
catch  many  fifli*  That  evening  after  bath<: 
ing  in  the  fea  I  returned  on  board  to  fleep, 
as  my  accommodations,  tliq*  bad,  were  ftiU 
better  than  what  I  fliould  probably  find  on 
ihore*  In  the  morning  the  wind  became  (b 
contrary,  and  the  fea  began  to  run  fo  high, 
not  to  fpeak  of  the  clouds  threatening  ftill 

ft 

worle  weather  frQm  towards  the  gulph  of 
Ljons,  that  our  captain  after  a  flight  attempt 
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turned  tail^  and  with  the  wind  in  our  flem 
brought  us  back  to  Barcelona  before  dinner 
time.    I  can  not  but  fay  he  was  in  the  right, 

for  it  could  anfwer  no  purpofe  to  remain 
loitering  upon  the  coaft  without  being  able 
to  get  a  ftep  forwards.  Whether  he  forefaw 
it  or  no  I  can  not  tell,  but  we  had  very  bad 
weather  lad  nights  HoweVer  not  fo  much 
with  regard  to  the  wmd,  as  the  thunder  and 
lightning.  A  clap  of  thunder  awoke  me, 
and  I  thought  the  houfe  had  been  clattering 
upon  my  head.  A  poor  man  was  killed  in 
'  bed  by  it  in  a  little  fquare  on  the  back  fide 
of  my  habitation.  But  the  heavens  have  • 
now  laid  afide  in  part  their  angry  counte- 
nance,  tlio'  they  are  not  as  yet  returned  to 
their  wonted,  ferenity,  and  ftill  eye  us  with 
a  gloomy  afped.  I  believe  the  captain  will 
not  fail  again  till  the  weatlier  is  entirely 
fettled,  which  may  not  be  thefe  live  or  fix 
days,  for  as  our  fun-(hine  lafts  longer  here 
than  in  England,  our  bad  weather  perhaps 
for  the  fame  reafons  does  not  blow  off  fo 

X  3  quickly 
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quickly.  My  friends  in.  this  place  were  a 
little  aftonifhed  at  my  return^  the'  they  had 
indeed  imagined  that  the  winds  would  not 
have  permitted  me  to  ^et  to  any  very  great 
diftanee. 


Sarcelana,  Jidy  7,  1 760,  The  fummoas  is^ 
come  for  me  to  go  on  board  iaunmediateiyt 
as  the  wind  is  turned  fair.  I  have  theretbre 
not  even  time  to  finifli  my  paper,  but  mull 
iu  a  hurry  bid  you  adieu. 


LET. 
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LETTER  LIX. 

PAIAMOS^  JULY  I0>  1760* 

M  Y  iLCoiid  fally  from  Barcelona  has  been 
but  little  more  profperous  tliaii  the  firft.  I 
am  ftill  at  a  little  town  upon  the  cuafl  of 
Spam.  Tho*  indeed  rather  farther  than  the 
villages  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  paper 
from  Canet.  The  iail  time  we  got  to  a  place 
but  a  league  or  perhaps  not  more  than  half  a 
league  farther  than  Cauet,  called  Cauela^ 
and  we  are  now  four  or  five  league^  lii^Iicr 
up  the  coaft*  The  wind  indeed  was  more 
aufpicious  for  fome  time,  and  blew  us  in  two 
or  three  hours  to  the  places  we  had  been  two 
or  three  days  in  going  to  before,  but  as  It 
began  to  face  us  in  our  voyage  \vc  liave  put 

.  into  this  place.    At  prefent  indeed  there  is 
no  fear  of  our  returning  to  Barcelona,  as  we 

.  are  got  into  a  tolerably  good  port|  at  ieaft  for ' 

X  4  little 
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little  Yeflels,  however  laft  war  two  pretty 
large  ihips  of  ours  entered  this  bay.  You 
may  imagine  what  a  poor  place  it  is,  when 
all  the  tax  the  captains  of  tbofe  vei&ls  pro* 
poled  to  lay  upon  it  was  a  hundred  dollars 
and  feme  provifions*  A  hundred  dollars  does 
not  amount  to  twenty  pounds  EnglKli.  But 
the  town  profefled  their  incapacity  of  paying 
fuch  a  fumi  and  I  think  the  aiiair  was  com- 
.  ,  pounded  for  even  a  fmaller,  with  an  ox  or 
two  and  fome  greens.  However  after  four 
or  five  days  the  veiTels  returned  and  made  a 
frefli  demand,  which  I  believe  was  not  com- 
plied  with,  for  they  fet  themfelves  to  batter- 
ing the  houfes,  and  fucceeded  in  knocking 
down  a  great  many*  However^  to  Ihew  you 
the  nature  of  the  inhabitants^  what  they 
feem  to  take  to  heart  moil  was  a  crofs, 
which  flood  upon  their  chuich-fleeple  and 
which  was  carried  away  by  a  Hiot,  however 
they  formally  hope  it  was  not  done  on  pur- 
pofe,  but  by  accident.  They  do  not  know 
what  the  name  of  the  (hips  or  captains  were. 

I 
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1  was  reconunended  to  a  merchant  of  this 
place.    As  die  town  is  miferaLlc,  you  may 
imagine  the  merchants  can  not  be  very  flou- 
rifhing.    He  did  indeed  upon  my  firft  feeing 
him  aik  me  to  dinner^  but  with  fuch  a  nega- 
tive couiiteuance,  that  I  thought  the  greatelt 
favor  I  could  do  him  would  be  to  refufe 
his  iiivitatlou.    I  did  lo  accordingly,  and 
he  feemed  not  a  little  glad  of  it.  .It  is 
now  the  third  day  that  we  have  been  here. 
All  I  trouble  my  new  acquaintance  for  is, 
when  I  come  on  ihore  in  the  morning  to 
fit  under  the  cover  of  his  lioufe,  and  write 
or  read  till  It  is  dluucr  time.  .After  my 
dinner  on  board,  which  is  generally  a  tole- 
rably good  repail,  I  am  Spaniard  enough 
to  deep  two  or  three  hours»  and  then  go 
on  (horc  agaui,  and  write  or  read  in  my 
friend's  habitation  till  the  evening,  and  it  is 
fiuiu  tlilo  place  I  am  at  prcfent  inditing  my 
paper. 

LET- 
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CADAQUES,  JULY  I  J,  I76O4 

We  fet  out  from  Palamos  the  day  after 
I  wrote  you  my  laft  paper;  however,  it 
was  but  to  very  little  purpofe,  for  bad 
winds  obliged  us  to  put  into  this  port  in  the 
evening,  wliere  we  have  ftaid  ever  {ince« 
It  is  the  laft  port  in  Spain  this  way  towards 
France,  and  among  thePyrciican  mountains, 
I  think  all  thefe  little  ports  in  Catalonia 
were  put  under  contribution  laft  war  by 
fome  of  our  veflels.  There  was  one  came 
here  as  well  as  thoie  I  have  mentioned  to 
JL^alamos.  Perhaps  it  might  be,  and,  indeed, 
moft  probably  was  one  of  the  fame.  The 
captain,  at  leaft,  demanded  the  farfie  (brt 
of  contribution  as  they  had  done  there. 
When  he  lent  on  Ihore  to  order  the  mayor 
and  other  ruling  people  of  the  town  to 

come 

« 
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come  oil  boar<l>  aiid  agree  about  what  pro«^ 
vifions  they  were  to  tiiid  him^  their  aiifwer 
was,  "  that  the  captam  general  at  Barcelona 
had  given  them  orders,  under  pain  of  death, 
not  to  farniih  any  thing  to  the  Engliih." 
But  our  captaiiiy  whoever  he  was^  eafed 
them  of  that  doubt  by  aflliring  them  thaft 
it  was  he  who  coannanded  at  that  time  \\\ 
Cada^ues^  and  not  the  captain  general  at 
Barcelona ;  and  that  if  they  did  not  comply 
Tmh  his  orders,  he  would  immediately  knock 
,  their  houfes  about  their  earsi,  beginning 
)vith  their  church  firft.    The  gentlemen 
upon  this  ftrenuous  fummoua  came  on 
board,  and  the  Aipulation-  of  what  they 
were  to  turnifh  was  agreed  upon,  tho*  I 
think  they  could  not  entirely   raifc  the 
number  of  things  demanded.    I  think  too 
there  was  fome  little  fum  of  money  to  be 
paid,  which  they  failed  in.   However,  the 
captain  would  not  quarrel  with  them  for 
a  trifle,  and  went  o£    The  inhabitants  here 
made  me  laugh  when  they  told  me  that  the 

^name 
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nameof  thefhip  was  the  Black  Cow  of  {cventy^ 
four  guns;  a  name  which  I  do  not  believe 
ever  yet  belonged  to  any  ihip  of  war  of  ,anjr 
nation,  and  which  does  not.  convey  a  very 
military  idea ;  howeveri  they  iniifted  upon 
it  that  it  was  fo,  and  that  there  was  a  black 
cow  curved  upon  the  ftern^   In  our  voyage 
hither  we  have  always  kept  very  cloiely 
in  with  the  ihore,  not  only  upon  account 
of  the  fmallaefs  of  our  vefTcl^  but  alfo  for 
fear  of  the  Moors,  who  have  lately  been 
very  daring  upon  this  coaft.    They  have 
even  come  on  nights  in  the  fummer-time, 
and  carried  away  a  great  many  people.  At 
times  they  enter  the  vineyards  and  eat  the 
grapes,  at  leaft,  fo  the  Spaniards  tell  me, 
but  who  knows  that  the  unciicumcifed  may 
not  malicioufly  have  laid  that  fault  upon 

■ 

the  Muflelmen.  However,  they  had  the 
impudence,  I  think  it  was  laft  year,  to  enter 
into  this  port,  and  cut  a  Neapolitan  veflel 
from  her  anchor.  The  people,  indeed,  had 
all  faved  themfelves  on  ibore.    As  they 

were 
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^ere  towing  her  out^  the  Spaniards  kept 
a  continual  fire  upon  them  with  two  little 
pieces  of  cannon  they  have  at  the  entrance 
of  the  port)  and  had  the  good  luck  to 
break  the  cable,  by  which  the  Aloors  were 
dragging  away  their  prize.  But  not  in  the 
leafi  daunted,  they  tied  a  frefli  cable  to  the 
veflel,  and  carried  her  ofF  hooting  and 
hallooing.  Another  time  they  landed,  and 
planted  Mooriih  colours  upon  a  rock  juft 
before  this  town,  Tlie  coaimon'  talk, 
however,  at  preTent  is,  that  the  court  has 
juft  fent  out  a  fleet  from  Carthagena,  not 
only  to  check  the  infolence  of  the  Moors, 
but  even  to  take  Algiers.  I  doubt,  indeed, 
of  their  having  thefe  orders,  or  if  they 

have,  1  doubt  of  their  fuccels.  hi  the 
mean  time,  to  fccure  myfelf,  in  cafe  of 
my  falling  by  any  accident  into  their 
hands,  which  feems,  however,  impollible 
to  happen  with  our  wary  captain,  who 
never  goes  twenty  yards  from  the  ihore,  I 
have  furnilhed  myfelf  with  a  paliport  from 
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our  conful  at  Barcelouay  mauifeiluig  n>e  ta 
be  an  Englifh  fubjc£t,  and,  conicc^ueatly, 
that  the  Moors  have  no  fort  of  right  to 
snake  a  Have  of  me*   But  as  I  have  faid  the 
captain  takes  gpod  care  I  ihould  not  try  the* 
force  of  my  pafiport,  as  he  never  fees  i 
hlhing  vellel  but  be  runs  into  ihore«  We 
arrived  here  from  Palamos  late  in  the. 
evening,   and  if  our  coaimaader  had  act 
made  his  men  tow  ns  a  little  in  the  boat^  I 
do  not  believe  we  {hould  have  got  here  at 
aU»  fi)r  the  wind,  tho'  little,  was  contrary* 
Liate,  however,  as  it  was,  Paul  MeyftreSy 
my  captain,  faid  be  would  go  on  Ihore  to 
a  friend  of  his,  and  get  me  a  bed  that  night» 
1  accepted  bis  offer,  for  I  was  now  become 
the  more  anxious  for  lying  on  fliore  upon 
account  of  the  quantity  of  bugs  and  fleas, 
with  which  we  were  peftered  on  board,  I 
had,  indeed,  my  owx\  bedding,  but  during 
the  time  of  its  lying  in  the  velfel,  thofe 
little  animals  had  fo  entirely  rendered  them- 
felyes  mafters  of  it,  that  I  was  very  often 

at 
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at  night  obliged  to  quit  the  field  of  battle^ 
>  and  go  and  air  iujielf  upou  deck,  to  the  no 
fmall  eaicitaiiimcnt  of  the  crew,  who  had 
|io  ide^  any  thing  of  that  kind  could 
moieft  me  to  fuch  a  degree*   My  friend 

* 

Paul  returned  from  on  ihore  with  Qews  that 
he  had  done  every  tliiagj  and  that  a  good 
bed  was  ready  for  me.  I  therefore  embarked 
with  him  ia  his  long-boat,  while  the  filcat 

a 

bay  of  Cadaquds  re->echoed  to  the  ftrokes 
of  the  failors  oars.  The  water  was  aa 
fmooth  as  glafs.  Some  diilant  lights  from 
the  little  town  aflUred  us  there  were  living 
inhabitants  in  it,  or  elfe  the  fiilluefs  which 
reigned  all  about  might  have  made  us 
imagine  we  were  in  a  defcrt.    It  was  not 

fo  dark,  but  that  we  beheld  the  Pyrenean 
mountains,  which  terminated  the  landfcapCji 
but  are  not  here  very  high.  I  imagine 
it  was  about  midnight.  After  having  croiTed 
the  bay,  we  landed,  and  went  to  the  perfon's 
huulc  wliere  the  bed  was  prepared  for  me, 
I  was  obliged  to  fit  a  difagreeable  half  hour, 

notwith- 
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BOtwithftandiiig  I  was  very  fleepy^  chatting 
■with  the  iiiaflcr  of  the  houfe,  and  makiug 
Complimeuts  to  him,  a  tax  upoii  bcuig  in 
other  perfon's  territories.    But,  at  Jaft,  1  had 
the  pleafure  of  entering  into  a  good  bed, 
i;vhere  I  flept  moft  foundly.   After  I  had 
drank  my  chocolate  in  the  moniing  and 
writtenalUtie,!  was  going  on  board  to  dinner^ 
as  they  dine  very  early,    CrofTing  over  a 
little  fquare  by  the  fea-fide,  Z  was  accofted 
by  an  officer  in  Englifli,  who  afKcd  me 
v^hetherl  was  not  an  £ngli(hman.  Upon 
itiy  anfwering  yes,  he  faid  he  had  heard 
that  there  was  one  in  town,  and  upon 
feeing  me,  he  had  imagined  I  muft  be  the 
peribn.    He  told  me  that  he  was  the  com- 
maadhig  oihcer  in  that  little  place,  detached 
with  forty. men  from  one  of  the  Irifh  regi- 
ments then  quartered  at  Girona.    In  Spain 
during  the  fumiiicr  time  they  generally  fend 
little   detachments  in  this  manner  to  all 
fea^port  villages,  and  particularly  in  Cata- 
lonia^ where  little  landings  of  the  Algerines. 

iiav9 
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lUve  hem  lately ,  as  I  have  akdidy  told  you^ 
fiequcnti  The  Mrifli  officer  would  make 
me  ^come  ta:  his  -quarters  and  dine  with  him# 
The  dmner  be  gave  me  was  but  bad^  iudeed, 
I  ihould^  in  all  probability^  have  had  a  much 
better  on  board;  however,  he  feemed  to 
receive  me  with  a  hearty  welcome,  which 
fets  otF  ordinary  fare.  You  may  imagine 
it  could  not  be  very  good,  when  the  only 
CDok  he  had  was  one  of  his  foldiers.  He 
was  a  Londoner,  and.  there  was  another 
Engiilhman  among  the  forty  men  the  cap* 
tain  had  with  him.  All  the  reft  were  the 
fcum  of  other  nations  mixed  together; 
Italians,  Flinch,-  Germans,  Irtih,  Scotch^ 
every  thing,  in  (hort,  but^Spaniardsi  This 
is  the  way  they  make  Up  their  three  Irifli 
regiments  in  Spain.  I  had  fome  private 
conferences  with  the  Londoner  about  his 
leaving  England,  and  entering  into  the  , 
SpanUh  lervice.  He  faid'  he  embarked  on 
board  an  Engliih  veflel,  to  go  from  London 
to  Philadelphia.  That  a^ftorm  drove  them 
VoJu.  11.  Y  into 
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into  Cadiz.  He  iiere  met  wkh  ibme  lofii 

faldiers^  who  diflUaded  him  irom  gcnn^ 
fortune-hunfmg  ia  Amperka^  and  that  ho 
would  do  beltef  to*  ferve  the  king  of  Sf»a 
along  with  them.  Influenced  by  dieir  argu« 
menta^  aad  by  money,  which  is  no  .u]Kxia-» 
viiiciiig  incitement  t&  a  peifon  who  ha» 
not  a  farthiiig,  he  enhfted.  There  is .  ano* 
thtx  encouragement,  llkewiie,  to  enter  inta 
the  Spanilh  iervice^  which  is>  that  every 
five  yeafs  a  foldier  may  iolicit  for  .hi» 
diichargp.  Indeed,  they  hod  means  of 
drawhug  their  m^en  on  from  on^  &ve  years 
to  another.  .  However,  the  poor  people  have 
ftill  hopes  of  being  freed  at  the  laft.  Where* 
as,  with  us,  making  yonrfelf  a  ibkiier  i% 
like  marrying;  one  uncautious  hour  may 
engage  you  for  your  whole  life.  The  Lon- 
doner, enticed  by  the  foregoing  inducexneutSs 
and  being,  moreover,  a  Roinau  catholic^ 
enlifted  Into  the  king  of  Spain's  fervicc. 
This  is  the  ftocy  he  tells,  which,  whethef 
true  or  n<s  I  can  not  tsy^  As  for  the  otbef 
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£ngli(h  foldier,  I  had  not  much  talk  with 
him*  Tbeiro$Ger  iil  tiie  meaa  time  was 
treating  me  with  the  utmoft  civility  poffible^ 
and  by  his  afttbility  was  making  np  for  his 
want  q£  delicacy  in  houle  and  fare^  which 
wg5  piaixi  meat  coddlad  in  the  Engliih 
iDannert  His  (quarters  did  not  fear  plun* 
dcr,  as  th^re  was  nothing  in  them  to  be 
canied  away  but  his  feldiers  arms  and 
Imapfaiska*  After  dinner  we  entered  into  a 
tSk0t(§f  coflLYerfation.  It  turned  upon  not 
admitting  Roman  catholics  into  our  lervice* 
The  captain  faid  for  his  part  he  ihould  never 
have  accepted  a  commiilion  from  a  foreign 
prince,  if  his  rehgion  bad  permitted  him 
to  ferve  at  home,  with  many  other  things 
of  this  nature.  Our  converfation,  however^ 
was  inlferrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  prin- 
cipal magiftrates  of  the  town,  who  came 
to  pay  their  refpeds  to  the  commander  in 
chief.  The  mayor  and  all  his  under  officers 
entered,  bowing  and  fcraping,  into  the 
lOOOQu   I  then  tiiought  of  England,  and 

Y  %  the 
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the  difierence  betvreen  a  civil*  Bod  militarf 
government*  With  us  the*  ctvii*commahd9t 
in  jSpam  and  other  monarchies  the  military. 
Think  in  England  of  a  foreigner  in  the 
fervice  of  Great  Britain^  giving  law  to  a 
little  town  and  Its  magiftrates.  The  cafe 
is  iimilar  for  an  Irifhman  to  command  at 
Cadaqu^s.  We  flionld  not  permit  an  £ng« 
li(h-born  officer  to  role  even  in  a  bamlet, 
much  iefs  a  foreigner.  But  in  iXM>narc(;He% 
being  u&d  to  tiiis  fort  jy£  government^  the/ 
are  contented  with  it.  The  captain  would 
make  mc  fup  with  him,  and  tlic  evening 
^as  fpent  dully  enough^  as  we  were  forced 
to  enter  into  a  grave  fort  of  converfatioa 
with  the  magiiUated.  We  tallc^d  much 
about  what  wa$  leaA  underilood  by  the 
majority  of  the  company ;  namely,  war, 
and  we  glanced  from  foreign  affairs  to  the 
fleet  which  was  joft  failed  from  Caithagena, 
The  magiftrates  told  us  that  his  ihoO:  ca« 
iholio  majefty  intended  to  ^oot  out  entireljr 
theMooriih  nation^  and  upon  that  account 

was 
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was  fending^  a  fleet  to  Algiers^  to  begin  with 
rcducipg  that  city  to  aihes.  But,  alas  !  I 
fear  it  will  ilili  remaiu  upon  the  face  of  -the 
earth.  Our  couverfatiou  being  finiihed^  the 
iiiiigiilrates  returned  to  .  their  relpcciive 
dwellings,  aiid  I,  after  a  fupper  fitnilar  to 
my  dinner  with  the  captain,  retired  to  my 
bed^  but  was  obliged,  as  before,  to  pay 
the  tribute  of  half  an  hour's  talk  to  my 
landlord.  The  \nnd  this  morning  not 
anfWering  what  it  had  promifed  the  night 
before,  I  have  varied  the  fcene  by  taking 
a  little  walk  with  the  Iri(h  captain*  We 
•have  been  to  the  point  of  laud,  which  ter- 
m'mates  the  bay  of  Cadaques  on  the  French 
fide.  He  was  placing  a  couple  of  pieces  of 
cannon  as  a  battery  there.  *  He  had  removed 
them  from  a  very  different  part  of  the  bay, 
^here  they  had  been  but  of  little  fervice. 

Indeed,  I  beUeve  where  they  iland  now. 

If 

they  can  not  have  much  command  over 
any  Moorifh  veficl  that  has  a  mind  to  enter 
the  port.    Tlic  country  about  CdJciq^uci  Is 

y  3  pretty. 
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pretty»  however  wild  and  mountamous^  but 
the  higher  part  of  the  Fyrren^es  is  at  a  dif- 
tance* 

The  laudable  cuftom  of  dedicating  books 
leems  introduced  into  all  nations^  but  we  in 
England^  atleaft»  dedicate  them  to  perfbat 
inhabiting  this  lublunary  worlds  and  who 
we  hope  may  make  us  fome  little  prefent  for 
having  put  their  name  in  great  letter^  at  the 
beginning  of  our  literary  abortions.  But  die 
Spaniards  are  often  much  more  difintercAed* 
Inftead  of  feeking  their  prole^r6»  like  our 
natioBf  among  the  inhabitaata  of  the  eartht 
they  dun  the  whole  fociety  of  lainta  and 
angels  to  patronize  their  works.  St.  Patrickg 
St.  Anthony,  St.  FiaiicU,  and  thofe  other  demi- 
gods in  Roman  catholic  countries,  are  the 
Mecena$*s  to  whom  their  epiftle  dedicatories 

ft 

are  Ibmetimes  addrefled.  I  need  not  mention  to 
you  that  it  is  the  Virgin  Mary  who  bears  the 
bell  above  all  the  reft  of  the  (an&ified  choir 

of  heaven  in  the  atteatlua  paid  her  by  thole 

authors* 
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authors.  .Frcuu  thefe  dedicatioas  beiug  ^ 
commoui  you  may  naturally  called  that  I 
have  feen  a  great  number  of  them.  Some  to 
be  iure  are  meat'  curious  than  othm,  but  as 
I  hare  ient  moft  of  my  SpanUh  books  to 
Eng^lfidf  I  can  only  give  you  a  &mpU  of 
oae  1  have  at  preieat  before  me,  which  at 
leaft  will  give  you  ibme  in%ht  iato  this,  to 
us  fo  new  a  method  of  dcdicatlou.  I  ihall 
only  give  you  fome  fragments  of  it. 

To  the  moft  auguft  etheriai  prinoefi  of  the 
two  globti  oeleftialand  teorefiial,  Maij 
sDofi  Acted  mother  of  the  OnonipoCeat 

WORD; 

recommLcnded  to  the  hands  of  the  illuf- 
trious  father  Sahit  Bafil,  the  great  enlight- 
ened conductor,'  and  firft  chief  after  Jefus 
Chnft  and  his  apoftles,  of  regular  and 
mooaftic  ]^ilofopfay> 

*^  Not  without,  good  reafon,  O!  amiable 
and  divine  Baiil,  lord  of  this  heart,  do  I 

y  4         .  folhcit 
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illicit  your  protiBdiQn,'  do  I  fupplicato 
your  patfonage,  in  order  that  the  auguft 
•     and  (bvereign  princef&  Mary  may  receiva 
this  humble-  attempt^  may  fludter  this 
.    fere&th  fatigue  of  my  genius  under  the 
enUghtencd  and  illuftriuus  fliade  of  ber 
*^  oeleftial  and  iacred.  namp.*  The:fingukF 
favors  flie  ihowered  down  upon  you  wkh 
fo  libei^al  and  generous  a'hand^  whilft  you 
*^  fojourned  in  this  mortal  life  are  xnzm&£% 
and  notorious  throughout  the  whole  globe. 
For  no  perfon  is  ignorant,  that  mqved  by 
the  pathetic  force  of  your  continual,  cn- 
tfeafiof and  by  tHofe  burning,  tears  ivhich 
humbly  and  devoutly  you  (bed  before  the 
miraculous  image  of  that  loAy  ladj, 
placed  in  the  retired  pinacle  of  a  moun* 
^'  taui ;  no  perfon  I  fay  is  ignorant  that  by 
her  or^er  the  famous  foldier  and  martyr 
•*  Mercury,  transformed  to  warlike  Mars,'* 
(this  alludes  to  fbme  article  in  St.  Bafil's  life, 
but  I  am  fure  I  can  not  underfiand  it)  came 
out  frpm  ;he  fil^nce  gSF  the  venerable  um 
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^*  and  rich  maufoleum,  and  with  the  iharp 
fteel  of  his  lance  pierced  In  the  Perliaa 
war  (be  agitated  breai^  of  that  bari^arous 
atheift  and  apoftate  Julian,  fatal  fconrgQ 
of  the  catholic  name,  horrible  peft  of  our 
facred  religion,  and  facrilegious  maniioa 
pf  filthy  and  blind  pagamfnu*'  — -  — 


LET. 
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tlLQM  OH  BOMD  TH£  ST.  fAULg 
JULY  17,  176a 

Yo  U  fee  by  my  date  that  I  am  now  no 
longer  in  Spain*  Tlie  fea  is  in  a  perfect 
calrn^  which  gives  me  a  very  good  oppor- 
tunity of  adJreffing  this  paper  to  you  from 
the  midft  of  that  element.  In  a  diftant  view 
lie  the  barren  looking  hills  among  which  the 
harbour  of  Toulon  is  formed.   Clofe  round 

about  us  an  innumerable  quantity  of  dol« 
phius  or  porpufles  are  rolling  in  the  (ea;  a 
iign  of  fair  weather  i  too  fair  I  am  afraid,  for 
I  doubt  our  voyage  will  be  very  long  upou 
account  of  the  calms.  We  left  Cadaqucs  on 
Tuefday  laft  the  fifteenth  of  July,  which 
makes  this  the  third  day  of  our  continued 
navigation.  Upon  fpreading  our  fails  to  the 
wind  the  French  coafl:  off  the  province  of 

RoufiUoa 
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RottfiUon  began  to  be  difcoyered  to  our  view* 
However  towards  the  evening  we  foribok  the 
land  in  order  to  pafs  over  the  gulph  of 
Lyons.    As  .we  had  left  the  coaft  of  Spain^ 
we  now  reckoued  ourfelves  fecure  from  the 
Mo(^s,  who  only  haunt  that  (hore.   The  ' 
province  of  Roufillon  formerly  belonged  to 
the  Spaniards,  but  the  French  have  it  nxm 
in  their  pofifef&on*   Before  it  wa$  dark  we 
had  entirely  loft  fight  of  it»  and  were  in  the 
tniddle  of  the  gulph,  or  were  inf^ul^jcd  to 
ufe  the  ilrong  SpaniCi  expreffion.  The  gulph 
of  Lyons  is  reckoned  a  bad  fea  in  fiormy 
weather,  but  it  was  as  fmooth  as  glafs  when 
we  paffed  it    This  was  iio  difagreeable  clr- 
cumftance  to  me,  as  our  veflel  had  but  one 
maft,  and  went  with  latin  fails^  which  you 
know  are  thofe  triangular  fails  ufed  in  the 
Mediterranean. '  She  might  probably  be  called 
the  St.  Paul  from  the  Chriitian  name  of  our 
captain.    We  made  the  coaft  of  France  off 
Marfeilles  early  in  the  morning.    All  the 
coafl;  of  PiuvLiicc  fccniis  to  me  very  much 

burnt 
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burnt  up  and  barren.  However,  there  were 
a  good  many,  country  houfes  upon  the  iuUs 
near  Marfeilles  winch  a- little  enlivei^'the 
fcene»  We  could  not  (ce  MarfetUes  itielL 
as  •  the  fea  enters  within  the  land,  which 
hid^  iu  In  aU  our  paOage  along  th^  coaiL 
of  JFrance,  we  have  not  feen  one  ihip,  nor 
indeed  aay  other  veiiel  except  a'  fiihing  boat 
this  nioriihig  off  Toulon ;  we  can  fee  na 
no  more  of  Toulon  than  we  did  of  Mar« 
ieiUe9»  We  are  pafling  through  the  middle 
ojF  4he  iflands  of  Hieres,  little  iflands  off 
Toulop*  I  fliould  think^  the  having  one  of 
them  in  our  pofieffion  in  time  of  war  would 
not  be  unufeful  to  us,  and  that  the  conqueft 
WQuld  ngt  be  very  difficult.  Upon  arriving 
at  the  fpot  where  Matthews  and  Leftock 
engaged  the  Spanitti  fleet,  our  captain  burft 
out  into  the  greateft  imprecations  againft  the 
French^  and  pointing  to  the  place  faid^ 
*^  Here  it  was  that  they  deferted  us,  and 
left  our  veflels  expoled  to  the  whole  fury 
^*  of  the  Englifti.    Here  was  the  Real  Phi- 

"  lipe 
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<^  lipe  attacked,  and  I  was  m  berJ*  F6r  yoii 
vtkxtfk  know  that  moft  of  the  SpanUh  mari- 
ners  are  regiilered  under  the  government, 
but  in  time  of  peace  are  permitted  to  enter 
into  private  employments. ,  With  rcgaid  to 
the.  battle,  I  believe  the  Spaniards  will  ne^er 
forgive  the  French  for  not  aiiidihg  them  that 
day,  iior  were  we  much  more  content  on  o,ur 
iide«.  I  hope  we  ihali  be  aible  to  get  mto  Nice 
in  a  couple  of  days  mote.  The  king  of  Sardinia' 
obiiges  all  mcrcanrile  ihips  under  a  certain: 
burden  that  pafs  between  Nice,  Villafranca 
sind  the  iilandof  Sardinia,  to  pay.hiroafOfep-* 
tain  tax.  And  if  his  little  privaliecra,  .wh6 
are  oftea  out  upon  that  bufineis,  meet  withr 
liny  vefTels  who  have  a  miiui  to  Hide  by  un- 
perceived,  they  bring  them  into  port  and- 
coniilcate  them.  The  Engliffx  I  think  arc 
exempted  by  treaty  from  this  duty. 

« 

♦ 

My  curious  dedication  goes  on  thus.  Mjr 

author  continues  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  St. ' 

*♦  To 
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To  the  powerful  efficacy  then  pf  your 
aifeftioaate  prayers,  O  !  iUu(lr)ou9  fnher^ 
the  vniverial  church  owes  the  Dpfpcakable 
blc0iog  of  the  uncoaquered  BeUooa  Ma-» 
ria*8  obttiosng  from  her  omotpotent 
thi^  extenzuaatkia  of  that  loathibmie  £ok 
«  of  yice  (Julian)  which  was  ruling  iii  the 
world  to  the  miferahle  corruptioa  aiid  fatal 
V  maffacre  of  what  i&  true  iu  religion,  of 
what  IS  iincere  in  truth,  and  (rf*  what  is 
honorable  in  manners.  And  before  thte 
^  imrvellous  fuccefs  hs^pened  is  not  it  ,weU 
^>  known  that  this  triumphant  emprefs  dd(^ 
^  cended  in  perlbn  from  the  lofty  top  of  tho 
^  empyreal  court,  and  from  a  majeilic  throne 
^  preiented  you  with  a  rich  and  curious 
book,  containing  the  facred  hiftory  of  the 
^  cteation  of  the  world,  concerning  which 
flie  commanded  you  to  write,  an  order  yois 
obeyed  with  fuch  glorious  punduality  and 

^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  Ji^L^^  aim,  that  from  the  abundant  foun* 

tain  of  your  Exameron  or  Six  Days  Work, 
y  that  blazing  light  of  the  church,  and  facred 

paftor 
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pailoir  of  Miiaa^  AmbroiiuSj  copied  elo« 
que^t  torrcAts,  aad  trauilated  aimoil  all 
the  fentences  ?  Ambrofius  always  profciicd 
the  greaCcft  frlendftiip  for  you,  and  always 
proferved  a  £suthful  intercourlcy  acknow* 
ledging  you  to  have  exceffive  advaatags 
ovei  him  as  a  phiioiopher* 

^*  It  is  now  thea  my  prcteaiion,  O  heroic 
chief  and  fovereigu  couJudor  of  the  oio- 
•*  aaillc  mihtia,  to  change  the  lots,  aad 
alternate  the  die.  Your  humUe  and  orphan 
pupil  throws  this  ftudious  birth  of  hit 
«  miod  at  the  facred  feet  of  the  erer  moft 
auguft  priucefst  that  it  may  be  crowned 
by  her  receiving  it  from  your  haod,  and 
enlightened  by  her  calling  a  kind  and 
pleafing  eye  upon  it.  She  upon  your  loll- 
citatioDy  kind  and  propitiouSy  will  not  be 
fparhig  of  her  pkms  patronage  ;  fiie  who 
is  prote&refs  of  the  beggar^  and  the  uni« 
verial  ihelter  of  the  neceihtous.  That 
f  *  fublime  princeis  prefeated  you  a  precious 

book. 
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book,  you*  return  her  this,-  in  order'thaf 
un4er  the  happy  aufpices  and  good  omened 
beginning  of  her  royal  and  iacred  name, 
it  may  ialiy  forth  freely  and  walk  with 
confidence.  I,  encouraged  by  fucli  heroi- 
cal  proteAion^  mil  In  a  fliort  time  publHh, 
O  famous  teacher,  the  already  promiied 
*^  produi£^ion  of  thephenixpf  Greece*  After-^ 
wards  ill  three  volumes  I  will  purf>ie  thole 
**  feftivals  of  the  year  which  our  lioly  mothef 
church  commands,  and  which  are  nomi- 
natcd  fur  lolemn  celebration ;  fuch  as  are 
thofe  of  hef  facred  {pouie  Jefus  Chrift,  of 
his  facrofand:  mother^  and  thofe  faints 

* 

who  with  moft  advantageous  fUps  follow 
^*  ed  their  traces. 

■ 

But  you,  0  great  doilof,  promoter  of 
this  my  intention,  patron  of  this  my 
cauie  in  the  pious  tribunal  of  fo  powerful 

*^  a  queen.  Oh  1  aid  my  humble  attempts. 
If  it  •  is  the  glory  of  the  -  ion  to  have  fo 
illuftriotts  a  father  and  protestor,  feme 

^     •  honor 
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honor  redounds  to  iiim  from  the  encreaf- 
ing  proHciency  and  advantage  of  the  fon* 
And  who  hke  you  to  perfed  this,  if  you 
'undertake  it  ?  you  who  are  the  bright 
torch  of  the  church,  the  blazing  foil  of 
truth,  the  inimitable  in  adion,  the  perfed 
in  life,  the  wife  in  faiences,  the  lofty  and 
fublime  column  of  the  faith,  the  confum* 
mate  in  every  thing,  the  refulgent  hght 
**  of  divine  knowledge,  the  ornament  of  the 
hierarcliy,  the  fuUnefs  of  underflaading, 
*'  the  fchool  of  virtue,  the  treafure  of  what 
is  to  be  learnt,  the  teacher  of  facred  and 
divine  councils,  the  ftrong  and  fonorous' 
**  trumpet  of  the  word  of  the  gofpel,  the' 
^  rattling  thunder  and  £ery  bolt  that  felled 
^  the  perfidious  Arius,  deflroyed  the  blaf^ 
phemous   Eunomius^    confounded  the 
blind  Sabellius,   conquered  the  perverfe 
"  Alaccdonlus,  proilratcd  the  impious  Apol- 
lonius,    and  reduced   under  the  yoke 
*•  every  enemy  of  the  catholic  name.  Who 
like  you  can  be  my  northern  ftar,  the 
.  .Vai..JI.  Z  pontiff 
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pontiff  finceret  unpolluted^  iinbiafied  bf 
^*  the  worlds  and .  whom  we  might  affirm 
without  too  much  boldxiefd  to  be  loftier 
than  the  furpaflixig  heavens  ?  Who  like 
you  caa  be  mjr  flainlug  coududorj  you 
who  are  the  faithful  writer  of  the  churchy 
the  tower,  the  pillar  immoveable^  inex-* 
pugnable^  that  not  ptAy  valiantly  perie« 
vered  agd-inft,  but  triumphantly  conquered 
,  the  fierce  and  cruel  contrafts  of  fo  many 
impious  united  enemies,  of  fo  many  here- 
tical  and  apoftate  fcepters  ?  Wiio  like  you 
can  be  my  brilliant  chief,  that  are  the  firft 
offspring  of  wifdom,  the  fecond  precurfbr 
of  the  father/  the  faithful  manfion  of  the 
*^  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  glorious  pride  of  the 
divine  bounty. 

Your  (lave,  foul  and  body, 

**  Father  James  Nileno." 


LET- 
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inct,  joLY  20,  1760. 

My  pen  run  oh  fo  faft  in  my  laft  letter, 
that  ioftead  of  giving  you  only  fragments 
of  the  xnan^s  dedication  to  the  Virgin  Mary^ 
through  the  hands  of  St.  Baril»  you  haveahnoft 
had  it. all;  but  you  are  obliged  to  be  con* 
.  tent  with  whatever  nonleufe  I  can  produce. 
We  arrived  in  this  port  yefter day  mornlag 
about  ten  o^dock.    The  calmneis  of  the 
weather  has  caufed  the  chief  difagreeablenefs 
of  our  voyage.   We^  at  laft^  however,  got 
fight  of  Antibes,  and  the  morning  after 
entered  this  port.   I  was  iurpriled  to  fee 
it  fuch  a  dirty  little  place,  as  I  have  heard 
fo  inucli  111  favor  of  it.    However,  the  coun* 
try  round  about  looks  pretty,  confifting  in 
green  hills^  interfperfed  with  country  houfes. 
We  had  fome  difficulty  in  getting  excufed 

Z  a  from 
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from  performing  quarantbe,  upon  account 
of  a  fufpicion  of  the  plague  being  on  board 

a  vefiel  at  Maricilles.  ..  We  ai\ure4  them 
that  we  had  never  touched  the  coafl  of 
France,  and  were  at  length  admitted  to 

fei  luot  Oil  fliore.    I  can  not  Ipeak  with 

certainty  conccrmng  the  truth  of  the  pLi^ac 
t>eing  at  Marfeilles,  but  I  know  the  report 
of  it  has  put  many  of  the  ports  of  the 
Mediterranean  in  a  buftle  not  to  receive 
any  Ihips  from  thence.  There  came  ilrid: 
orders  from  Barcelona  to  Cadacjues,  tliat 
if  any  French  ihips  attempted  to  enter 
that  port,  they  were  to  be  fired  upon  as 
if  they  had  been  Moors.  However,  in  cafe 
of  hard  weather  they  did  permit  them  td 
anchor  out  at  a  diAance.  Upon  landing,  I 
regaled  myfeif  with  a  difli  of  chocolate  at 
a  coftec-houfe.  But  you  mufl  not  tlmik  I 
was  yet  within  the  town.  The  port  is 
abuvc  a  aiik  from  it,  and  there  are  on\f 
a  few  houfes  built  up  there  for  the  accom- 

inodation  of  the  fea-faring  people.  •  The 

walk 
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"walk  from  the  port  of  Nice  to  the  town 
is  delightfully  pretty.  The  fun,  however, 
as  it  was  more  than  ten  o'clock,  was  rather 
too  hot,  but  I,  at  lad,  entered  the  gates, 
and  fome  narrow  ftreets  iheltered  me  from 
his  rays.  Indeed,  I  think  all  the  ftrccts  in 
Nice  are  narrow,  and  that  it  is  but  a  poor 
miierable  town*  I  was  recommended  to 
ibme  Swifs  gentlemen,  who  invited  me  to 
dinner,  before  which  we  took  a  little  walk, 
and,  at  lafl,  fat  ourfelves  down  upon  benches 
placed  in  the  high  ftreet,  where  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Nice  fecm  to  meet  in  fummer  time 
before  dinner,  to  enjoy  a  little  frefli  air. 
I  was  hero  introduced  to  various  Swifs 
otScers  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  who  has 
^  whole  proteilant  regiment  o£  them  in  his 
fervice.  1  hav^  met  with  many  civilities 
fioni  tliem.  The  governor  of  Nice  is  a 
Scotchman,  but  is  at  prefent  in  the  country* 
After  having  dined  with  my  Swifs  corref- 
pondents,  we  adjourned  with  ipme  officers 
to  the  fea«-fhore,   and  bathed  in  a  placid 

.  Z  3  fea, 
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fea,  where  th&y  were  ^ing  ^Qi^  aachovk^ 
At  night  I  lay  at  an  inn  in  the  town,  which^ 
tlio'  bad,  was  better  than  my  veffeL  But  I 
have  now  entirely  left  her,  and  agreed  with 
the  captain  of  a  Leghornefe  (hip  to  cany 
me  t6  Cagliari  in  Sardinia*  From  thenioe 
I  lhall  eafily  be  able  to  find  an  embarkatioa 
for  Sicily.  ,  The  Catalan  fet  iail  for  Genoa 
this  morning  about  ten  o'clock^  The  die  is 
therefore  caft,  and  in  about  a  couple  of 
days  I  hope  to  be  upon  my  courfc  toward? 
Sardinia.  In  the  mean  time  I  am  diverting^ 
myfelf  as  well  as  I  can  in  'this  little  town  of 
Mice*  The  people  are  polite,  but  the  place 
^irty,  and  the  port  a^  bad  as  the  town, 
nor  capable  of.  receiving  (hips  of  burden* 
But  at  Villa-iranca»  which  lies  juft  on  the 
other  fide  of  a  hill,  they  have  a  road  fo^ 
them. 
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IIICJ,  JULY  24,  1760. 

INTotwitkftaiiding  1  talked  pf  being  fq 
near  ietting  out  at  the  end  of  my  laft  paper, 
contrary  winds  hav^  d^taii^ed  n^e  in  this  port' 
ever  iince*   The  great  uncertainty  of  marine 
^xpedxtioas  is  I  think  one  of  the  moft  difa^ 
greeable  circumftances  atten4ing  thqfe  that 
travel  by  fea.    I  hope  however  we  fhall  fall 
tomoriow  morning,  for  the  wind  fcems  upon 
the  change.    In  the  mean  time  iwimming 
and  a  bad  comedy  are  my  principal  diver* 
fsons.  exclufive  of  invitations  from  the  Swifs 
gbout  the  town^  i^ho  are  my  principal 
sicc|udntance  ^« 

*  The  reft  of  this  letter  private, 

2,  4  U  E  T, 


Diyiiized  by  Google 


36o       LETTERS  FROM 


L  E   T  T   E   R  LXIV. 

Yo  U  may  wonder  to  fee  my  dire&ion 
,  from  a  town  in  Corfica,  but  we  do  not  com* 
mand  the  winds  and  waves.  Indeed  I  am 
not  a  little  glad  we  are  got  hither.  1  thought 
we  Ihould  have  gone  to  vifit  Neptune  at  the 
bottom  of  his  oozy  bed.  Not  that  the  ftorm, 
which  you  will  by  this  time  imagine  we  have 
met  with,  was  lo  violent,  but  the  iguoraiice 
and  unlkilfuluefs  of  the  failors,  joined  with 
the  bluftering  wind,  did  not  pkafe  me  at  alU 
The  faft  was  thus*  On  Friday  morning  we 
left  Nice  pretty  early,  and  the  whole  day 
was  tolerably  calm.  The  dolphins  rolled 
as  much  about  as  they  did  upon  the  coaft  of 
Provence,  and  Teemed  to  portend  fair  weather* 
But  towards  the  evening,  the  wind  frefliened 
to  the  uurthy  and  at  ^ight  blew  much 

ft  ranger 
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ftrooger  than  my  Leghornefe  fatlors  could 
w^U  manage. '  The  'wind  ftiU  continued  in 
the  morning,  and  the  fea  being  veiy  rough 
added  to  the  confufion  of  my  Tufcan  mari- 
ners. They  looked  pale,  the  captain  with  a 
trembling  voice  laid,  the  wiiid  and  fea  were 
very  high.  Our  half  furled  falls  beat  about 
to  and  fro  with  the  wind,  which  we  now 
drove  before,  not  daring  any  longer  to  keep 
our  courfe.  The  head  of  the  vefiel  ducked 
from  tuixe  to  time,  almofl  under  the  waves* 
The  union  of  all  thefe  circumftances  unman- 
ned my  feamen.  We  abaiidoiied  our  fliip, 
lighted  up  a  little  lamp  before  an  image  of  the 
"virgin  Mary,  which  was  down  below  in  the 
cabin,  and  began  to  place  our  only  hopes  in 
heaven.  However,  as  they  thought  that  1, 
as  a  heretic,  had  very  little  chance  of  going 
thither,  they  feemed  to  look  upon  me  with 
a  fcouluig  eye,  I  had  heard  of  ftories  of 
Roman  catholics  throi;^ng  protcflants  over- 
board upon  fimilar  occafions.  I  did  not  like 
my  (ituation  at  all.   In  the  mean  time  we 

made 
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iBade  the  mouutam?  of  Corfica,  We  iauno* 
diately  beat  gur  Qpurie  towards  them  to  get 
to  lapd  as  quick  as  we  could^  notwithftandv 
ing  we  were  at  firft  ignorant  of  the  exa£t 
part  of  the  iOand  of  whiqh  we  were  ia  fight. 
But  a  French  pilot  we  had,  iong  recoo« 
noitering  at  lail  found  out^  lhat  we  were  oS 
'the  port  of  Ajaccion  into  which  he  at  laA 
clun^lUy  fleered  us.  This  port  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Genoefe,  who  keep  a  little  garri* 
ipn  to  defend,  tbemfelves  from  PaoU  and  the 
r^bel  CorlicanSj»  for  that  name  I  muft  g^rc 
them  noWf  96  1  am  under  the  dominion 
of  Genoa,  otherwife^  perhaps,  I  might 
call  them  the  valiant  aii^rtors  of  their  coun^ 
%iy^s  liberty.  All  the  officers  of  this  finaU 
garrifon  are  mofi  ezceflively  obliging  to  me* 
They  invite  me  to  dinner,  and  (hew  me  a 
^houfand  pther  civilities.  I  am  juft  now 
going  to  diiU)er  with  tlie  commiflary  of  war, 
an  office  they  have  here  among  them.  Every 
thing  in  this  part  of  the  ifland  of  Coriica  is 
at  prefeut  very  <^ulet.   fafcjual  de  Faoli  the 

head 
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}&^d  of  the  nukcouteats  givts  us  ao  difturbii 
^ce.   Tliey  iay  however,  he  is  pret(y  briik 
towards  Baftia,  the  capital.   I  hold  it  indeed 
alxiioil  icapo0ibl!P  for  the  uatiy^s  ever  to  drive 
(he  G^nucic  out  of  their  fortiUcatioas  |  find  I 
liold  it  as  impoffible  for  the  Geaocfe  ever  to 
be  mafters  of  the  internal  parts  of  the  ifland* 
A  perlon  who  once  ieet  the  mountains  I  now 
have  full  in  my  viewt  will  eafily  conceive  it 
almoil  impradicable  &x  troops  or  artillery  tp 
penetrate  into  the  center  of  the  country.  In 
fad  the  Geuoele  do  not  attempt  it*   On  this 
fide  of  Corfica  the  coutcnding  parties  feem 
to  have  made  a  truce.   The  Geno^ie  live 
f}uiet  in  their  fea-port  towns,  and  the  Corfi«> 
pans  upon  their  mountains. 

It  is  now  thirty  years  and  above  iince  theie 
iUauders  have  fliakeu  off  tlie  yoke  of  tlie 
Genoefe,  if  the  having  maintained  a  civil  war 
in  their  country  againft  that  republic  for  fo 
long  a  time  may  be  exprefied  by  thofe  terms. 
I  fay  a  civil  war^  as  Coriicans  are  not  wanting 

who 


Diyiiized  by  Google 


i}64       LETTERS  FROM 

yF/ho  fide  with  the  6euoeie^  and  even  among 

the  malecontents  there  are  different  parties. 

The  moft  powerful  Is  that  which  Is  Leaded 

« 

by  Pafqual  de  Paoli^  and  was  fo  formerly  bj 
king  Theodore,  the  German  adventurer,  who 
died  in  England.  His  name  was  Baroa 
Neuhoff.  He  is  laid  to  have  landed  iu  the 
ifland  without  any  tiling,  but  by  promi-- 
Xes  of  money  and  artillery  made  himfelf 
general  and  king  over  the  principal  of  the 
malecontents.  It  is  reported  that  money  is 
Aiil  extant  of  his  coining,  and  that  he  enjoy- 
ed all  the  marks  of  royalty.  Some  provi« 
iion  of  arms  and  money  was;  fent  to  him» 
but  whether  from  England  or  Naples,  or 
wliat  other  ftatc,  I  kiiow  not.  That  fund 
however  failing,  he  was  at  laft  obliged  to 
•leave  the  ifland,  and  at  length  took  refuge  in 
England,  where  you  know  his  fate.  As  for 
Paoii  the  prefent  head  of  the  malecontentsi 
he  feems  to  be  much  the  cleverer  perfou. 
Even  the  Genoefe  give  him  a  good  chara^ier, 
Belides  his  native  Italian  he  talks  a  little 

Englifli, 
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EngUlh,  with  fome  other  languages;  Hh 
father  is  a  colonel  iii  the  fervice  of  the  king 
of  Naples,  The  fou  muft  be  a  very  brave 
eiitcrpriiiag  young  fellow.  Grimaldi,  who 
was  fome  time  ago  general  of  the  Genoefe  in 
Corlica,  let  a  price  upon  lils  head,  and  oiTered 
a  thoufand  zecchins  reward  to  whoever 
{hould  bring  him  to  him,  dead  or  alive* 
This  did  not  difcourage  Paoli;  nay,  he 
retaliated  the  fame  upon  Grimaldi,  in  the 
following  words. 

•*  The  confederates  of  the  ifland  of  Cor- 
hca,  now  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  their 
privileges  and  hberty,  thinking  it  allow*, 
able  to  ufe  the  fame  means  to  defend 

s 

U  themfelves  from  the  impending  yoke, 
•*  which  their  enemies  make  ufe  of  to  opprefs 
"  them  wthal,  declare,  the  fenator  John 
James  Grimaldi,  their  capital  enemy  and 
a  difturber  of  the  peace  of  the  nation* 
They  promife,   therefore,   a  thoufani 

zecchins 
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zecchins  reward  to  whoever  fliall  deliver 
•*  them  from  him^  by  bringing  his  head 
^  into  the  camp  of  the  confedeirateSy  or  to 
^  the  refidence  of  the  council  general  of  the 
^  nation.  The  fame  recompense  ihall  be 
"  given  to  whofoever  coudu&s  him  alive  to 

the  before  lueaiioned  places*** 

You  know  the  Geaoefc  aud  EngUih  go- 
Veraaieuts  are  not  upon  a  good  footing 
together.  It  was  that  republic^  perhaps, 
who  was  the  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  Port  Mahont 
hj  ftimifliing  the  French  with  men.  For 
they  fay  our  laft  miniilry  had  an  accoiintt 
that  the  French  could  not  man  their  (hips 
at  Toulon,  and-  for  that  reafon  were  negli- 
gent in  fending  proper  ailiilancc  to  Minorca. 
But  the  Genoefe,  all  of  a  fudden^  lent  them 
two  or  three  thoufand  failors^  and  tlie  ihips 
were  manned.  Thofe  French  (hips  that  I 
law  at  Cadiz ,  had  I  believe  as  many  Genoefe 
on  board  as  French.  In  all  their  boats  that 

ufed 
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ufed  to  come  to  take  water  at  Port  St* 
Mary's,  1  think  they  talked  aotlimg  but 
Italian.    I^ay,  how  many  of  them  have  we 
in  cfur   French  priibns  in  England.  Ali 
tfaefe  things  together  have  made  the  Geooefd 
fearful,  IcA  the  avengmg  arm  of  England 
flionid  fall  upon  their  pofieffions.  Admiral 
Hawke,  and  afterwards  admiral  Oiborne  werQ 
roam'mg  about  the  Mediterranean,  and  it  was 
thought  the  Engliih  might  like  fome  othei^ 
port,  iuflcad  of  that  they  had  loft  at  Mahou. 
The  Genoefe  dcfucd  the  French  to  garrifoa 
two  or  three  of  theirs  in  Corfica*   This  ftep 
ims  made  after  much  deliberationi  for,  when 
the  French  had  been  in  the  ifland  befi^re, 
there  had  been  quarreld  between  the  Genoefa 
comn^flaries  and  them.   Fear,  however,  at 
laft  prevailed  over  any  private  piques,  aixd  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  French  fliould  fend  three 
thoufand  men  into  Corfica,  totally  indepen-* 
dent  of  the  Genoefe.   The  fubftance  of  the 
treaty  was  as  follows.   That  fix  French  hzt^ 
talions,  which  are  named,  ihould  be  feat  intq 

Coriicsu 


3<M       LETTERS  FROM 

Corfica,  to  guard  the  northern  and  weftcm 
coafts.  That  the  reft  of  the  coaft  ihould  be 
guarded  by  the  Genoefe,  who  were  to  diftri-' 

bute  themfelves  ia  detachments  at  Baftiat 

•   •  • 

Porto  Vecchio,  San  Benefazio,  &c«  That 
the  French  head  quarters  Ihould  be  at  Calvi,. 
where  they  ihould  have  four  battahous ;  that 
the  other  two  ihould  be  quartered  in  Ajaccio 
and  St.  Florence  ;  that  a  detachment  of  tour 
huiiJicd  men,  taken  from  the  battalions  at 
Calvi,  together  with  bombardeers  and  can- 
noneers, ihould  be  diiperfed  about  that  part 
of  the  ifland^  where  there  were  towers 
and  batteries*.  That  the  Genoefe  Ihould 
entirely  abandon  Calvi,  Ajaccio  and  St. 
Florence  to  the  government  of  the  French, 
leaving  in  them  all  their  artillery  and  amuui- 
tion,  of  which  a  lift  ihould  be  taken,  that 
they  might  be  reftored,  at  the  time  fixed. 
Theie  were  the  principal  articles  of  the 
treaty^  which  being  concluded,  the  French 
ileet  fet  fail  from  Antibes,  waiting  till  ours 
Husoff  the  coaft.  They  had  three  frigates 
'  ;  to 
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to  efcbrt  the  tranfporta.  Tht  marquis  of 
Caftres  commanded  the  forces.  The  Cord- 
cans  did  not  oppofe  their  motions  in  the  leaft« 
The  Frencht  however,  had  aflured  them, 
that  they  did  not  land  with  an  intention  of 
doing  them  any  damage,  but  only  to  defend 
thefe  parts  from  the  Englifli.  Paolij  indeed, 
kept  a  continual  eye  upon  them.  A  letter 
written  from  Corfica,  at  that  time^^  fays 
thuSk 

The  Frendh  and  Corficans  treat  each 
other  with  great  reciprocal  cordiality. 
^*  However,  the  French  troops  may  caufe  a 
famine  in  this  badly  cultivated  iOand. 
The  heads  of  the  maiecontents  perceive 
it,  but  do  not  care  tot  give  difguft  to  the 
French,  by  attempting  to  remedy  it.  The 
French  feem  to  have  expeded  fome  com- 
pliments  from  their  chiefs*  Paoll  was 
counfelled  to  make  ibme,  but  he  alledged 
'^'many  reafbns  'to  the  Contrary.  Firfi,  he 
Vol.  IL  A  a  was 
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> 

was  afiaid  the  people  might  fay  he  vr9§ 

felling  them,  as  it  happened  when  Gafibn 
«  and  GuUian  fpoke  with  M.  de  Durfay. 

Secondly,  he  ihould  not  like  ta  have  hit 
«  ofiered  compliments  reje&ed»  as  he  wat 

not  certain,  whether  M.  de  Caftres  would 
*•  receive  his  deputation.  Thirdly,  he 
V  did  xipt  know  wliether  he  was  to  call 

thefe  troops  Gcnoefe  or  French ;  if  tlio 

« 

•*  former,  no  compliment  was  to  be  made 
«  them  I  if  the  latter,  let  them  fwear  pver 
**  to  vblate  the  liberty  of  the  Corficans, 
and,  from  that  inftant,  the  confederates 
would,  become   as   brothers   to  them« 
Indeed,  there  is  no  anfweriug  thefe  reafons, 
**.  Perfoas  are  iK>t  waating  aniong  tUe  Cor- 
ficaiis,  who  come  and  make  great  offers 
to  M.  de  Caftres.   But  they  only  want 
"  to  fifli  in  troubled  waters,  and  he  would 
be  much  deceived,  if  he  was  to  give  ear 
*'  to  them.    If  the  French  have  a  mind  to 
have  tlie  Corficans  devoted  to  them,  the 
way  is  certainly  very  caly,  &c/* 

Upoa 
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Upon  our  entering  this  port  of  Ajaccio, 
all  the  people  came  out  of  the  town  upon 
the  ftrand  to  look  at  us,  as  if  they  had  never 
feen  a  ihip  before.  I  went  on  fliore,'  with 
the  gaptain,  in  his  boat*  A  Genoefe  folciier 
held  up  his  bayonette  to  our  breaft,  and 
plagued  us  with  a  thoufaad  iaterruga- 
tionSy  before  he  would  let  us  land.  At  lafl, 
after  telling  him  whom  we  were,  and  whence 
we  came^  and  where  we  were  going,  and^ 

having  ihewn  him  our  .bill  of  health,  he 
permitted  us  to  fee  foot  upon  the  iflaud. 
When  we  canie  to  the  town,  I  thought  the 
inhabitants  would  have  torn  us  to  pieces* 
One  demanded  a  letter  from  his  father^ 
another  from  his  mother,  another  from  his 
Ducle,  aunt,  brother,  or  fiAen  Nor  could 
we  for  a  long  time  perfuade  them,  we  were 
come  from  Nice,  and  not  from  Genoa.  Thele 
poor  people  -fee  ihips  ib  rarely  enter 
their  ports,  that  they  imagine  every  perfbn 
that  arrives  muil  be  loaded  with  whatever 
they  want^    When,  however,  they  were,  at 

A  a  a  laft,  . 
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lafty  convinced  that  We  came  from  Nice,  and 
not  from  Genoa,  they  defifted»  in  fome 
meafure,  from  their  importunitieSy  and  let 
us  go  about  our  bufmels*  However,  the 
hoy%  and  girls  iUll  ran  about  after  us,  crying, 
in  a  fqueakiug  finging  voice,  **  From  Nice 
they  come,  from  Mice  they,  come,  ^c.'* 

I  have  been  fpending  the  day  with  the 

Genoefe  commiflary,  or  governor,  who,  with 

his  officers,  are  very  civil.   He  once,  indeed, 

made  a  litcle  blunder,  but  turned  it  off  again 

pretty   well.     We    were   talking  about 

iflaiiders.    It  was  agreed  the  Corlicaiis  were 

a  very  bad  fort  of  people.    We  joined  the 

Sardinians  along  with  them,  and  from  thence 

glanced  off  to  the  Sicilians ;     In  fliort,'' 

fays  the  commiffary,  *^  all  people  that 

inhabit  iflauds  are  of  a  villainous  cha^ 

^'  rader/*  A  geutleman  hinted  to  him,,  that, 

as  aa  Englifhman,  I  was  born  in  an  iflancL 

He  feemed  a  little  confufed,  but  turned  it 

offi   by   adding,   "  Oh!   fir,*'    fays  he, 

England 
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England  is  fo  large  an  iflandj  that  we 
reckon  it  a  couuaent/*  I  took  a  ride  out 
early  in  the  morning,  with  a  Swifs  officer 
in  this  fervice,  who  procured  me  a  fine 
Sardinian  horfe*  We  went  up  about  ten 
miles  into  the  country,  armed  with  piftols 
and  two  guns,  partly  to  ufe  in  (hooting, 
and  partly  for  defence,  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
The  cpuntrymen  in  this  place  have  likewife, 
generally,  a  pair  of  piftols  in  their  girdle, 
and  they  have  often  ikirnuihes,  whenever 

Cenoefe  and  Corficans  meet.  The  face  of 
the  country  feems  pretty,  tho*  very  moun* 
tatnous*  But,  they  tell  me,  the  part  I  faw 
was  the  worA*  They  fay,  tliere  are  ibme^ 
mod  delightful  vallies  in  the  interior  parts 
of  the  inaad ;  but,  what  charms  can  rural 
profpe£ts  have,  when  occupied  by  arm's  and  , 
.(error?  The  Corficans,  however,  being 
inured  to  thefb  fcenes,  from  their  birth, 
fuiter  lefs  from  them,  than  nations  which 
have  enjoyed  long  tranquillity  ;  and  bullets 
gnd  bread  are  confidered  by  xhtx\\i  and  their 
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antagouifts  inhabiting  this  iilaiid,  as  the  only 
two  neceflaries  of  life. 

Before  I  conclude  my  pa^cr,  I  will  give 
you  a  drcular  letter,  lately  written  by  Paolt 
Co^every  pariih  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Qoriicanst  by  which  you  wall  fee  how  many 
endeavours  are  ufed  to  incite  them  to  the 
defence  of  their  country.  That  which  I 
fhall  tranflate  is  direfted  to  the  re£lor  of  the 
.pariih,  as  all  the  others  likewife  are,  or»  at 
leaft,  to  the  clergyman  who  takes  care  of  it« 

Moil  reverend  redtor^ 

In  order  to  make  known  to  the  public  the 
valor  and  piety  of  thofe  who  have  ihed  their 
blood  111  defending  the  rights  and  liberty  of 
their  country,  and  to  point  out  and  extend 
the  influence  of  their  merit  to  their  £ami« 
lies,  we  have  determined  to  form  an  exad 
and  compleat  catalogue  of  their  names, 
to  be  printed  in  a  book  for  that  purpofe 

«  to 
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to  be  xnidey  and  which  will  be  alii)  of 

■ 

*^  afiiftance  hereafteriii  compiling  the  hiftorjr 
of  our  nation.   You,  therefore,  as  redor» 

being  the  beft  ioiormed  of  the  aiiairs  of 
**  your  pariihy  will,  I  dare  fay,  with  plea- 
fure  take  upon  you  the  trouble  of  affifting " 
us  in  this  intention ;  and  by  infbrmationa 
from  the  oldeft  and  moft  creditable  per-* 
fons  of  your  neighbourhood,  will  be  fb 
good  to  fend  us  the  names  and  families 
of  thofe  who  either  died  or  have  been 
wounded  in  the  fenrice  of  their  country 
from  the  year  1729  to  this  time,  marking 
with  the  greateit  exadaels  poilible,  the 
*^  place,  month  and  year,  when  the  event 
happened. 

We  exped:,  there&re,  from  a  peribn 
of  your  care  and  zeal  for  his  country,  a 
clear  and  true  account  of  what  we  have 
**,  dcUred,  within  the  fpace  of  one  month 
**  from  the  receipt  of  this  letter.    In  the 

A  a  4  mean 
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mean  time  Heaven  grant  you  all  prof^ 
perit/* 

■  "  Pafquale  de  Paoli, 
General  of  the 
"  kingdom  of  Corfica.'* 


LET. 
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J.  ©  T  T  E  R .  LXV. 

rAinAiLAy  Aucurr  .iy  1760. 

Jam  now  a  little  iiland,  qx  gather  upon 
a  rocI(  belonging  to  tl^^  Qenoefip^  where  I 
anchored  ^bou(  a  couple  of  hours  ago. 
My  Leghornefe  veflcl  proved  fp  bad,  and  waii 
fo  badly  managed  in  the  ftorm,  that  by 
advice  I  have  deferred  her,  and  am  now 
l^ing  in  a  felucca  to  Leghorne,  from 
whence  |  (ha}l  continue  my  route  to  Sicily 
^6  faf  as  I  can  go  by  land*  The  deficiency 
pf  failors  v%as  not  the  only  incouveuieuce  I 
fufFercd  oa  board  the  Tufcau  veiTel.  We 
were  crou^ed  with  a  company  of  troops 
going  to  Cagliari  fpf  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
with  a  low  officer  at  the  head  of  them. 
Befides  this,  the  fmell  down  in  the  cabin 
was  moil  terrible,  owing  to  a  quantity  of 
|oul  water  \n  the  hold|  which,  mixed  with 

the 
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the  fcent  of  pitch  and  tar,  would^  I  believct 
have  turned  the  ilomach  of  the  moil  expe- 
rienced mariiicr.  By  advice  of  the  Geuoeic 
officers,   therefore,  I  embarked  on  board 

* 

this  felucca  or  open  boat,  which  did  not 
leave  Ajaccio  till  wednefday  night,  as  my 
new  friends  would,  by  force,  delay  the  dimii 
nutive  veflel,  to  have,  as  they  faid,  a  little 
more  of  the  pleafure  of  my  company.  Our 
failors  are  good  fort  of  people^  and  the  maf- 
ter  very  civiU    Upon  our  entering  Calvi, 
the  firfl  place  we  put  into,  and  where  I 
dined  the  day  after  my  fetting  out,  wc 
were  obliged  to  go  up  to  the  top  of  a  hill, 
where  there  was  a  ftrong  fort,  and  exhibit 
ourfelves  to  the  governor,  tho'  I  had  brought 
a  paifport  from  Ajaccio.   The  governor  was 
very  courteous,  as  well  as  another  officer^ 
ibr  whom  I  had  brought  a  letter  ;  however^ 
J  mean  courteous  in  words,  for  they  did 
not  invite  me  to  dinner.    I  was  forced, 
thcicfore,  to  make  my  repaft  at  aa  inn, 
which  was  not  bad,  as  it  had  been  pplifhed 

a  littlf 
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a  little  by  the  French  troops.  The  govemcMV 
liowever,  feat  n^e  a  piefcnt  of  fifli  juft  before 
I  re-embarked.   We  here  took  a  Francifeaii 
friar  en  board.   We  fet  fail  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoout  but  as  the  wind 
turned  coutrary,  we  put  into  a  little  creek^ 
where  we  lauded  upon  the  rocks^  and  broiled 
cur  fifli  like  gypfies.    The  fallors  caught 
alfo  ibtne  iiiore»  which  added  to  a  ibrt  of 
rouicle  We  found  among  the  rocksv  cam^ 
pofed  our  fiipper.    The  firi9r»  ^8  he  liad 
never  been  out  of  CorUca,  andj  confequently^ 
never  at  lea,  bad  been  very  fick,  and  fiili 
lay  extended  upon  the  rocks  half  dead  and 
half  alive.    However,  th^  wind  frefliening 
wc  fet  fail  again,  and  continued  our  courfe 
all  the  night  by  rocks  defolate,  wild,  and 
laflied  hy  the  founding  waves.   As  our  bark 
was  little,  we  always  kept  clofe  to  ihore. 
lu  the  morning  we  got  to  cape  Corfo»  the 
fartheft  extremity  of  the  ifland  towards 
L»eghorne.    We  were  to  come  to  this  place, 
which,  as  I  have  faid,  is  a  little  rfland,  or 

rather . 
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^ther  a  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  fea, 
about  half,  way  between  cape  Corfb  and 
Leghornet  .  But  as  the  wind  freihened  con* 
fiderably.  this  morning,  the.  failors  did  not 
ipare  to  truft  themfelves  from  land  during 
its  continuance^  and  we  put  into  another 
iittle  creek,  where  there  was  a  village  or 
hainlet,  which,  I  believe,  belongs  to  the 
Corficans ;  but  It  was  fo  very  miferable,  it 
^d  not  much  iignify  who  was  the  maiter 
jof  it»   It  waSy  indeed,  totally,  de&rted,  but 
^whether  the  inhabitants  were  voluntarily 
gone,  forth,  or  fled  through  fipar  of  us,  I 
can  not  tell*   The  friar  and  I  took  a  walk 
here  a  little  up  the  country,  and  entered 
into  a  miferable  vineyard,  where,  however, 
wc  found,  ibme  ripe  grapes,  which  you 
will  think  very  early,  as  it  is  only  the  firft 
q£  Augui):.    When  we  returned  tp  the  bark, 
as  the  wind  was  calmed  a  little,  our  manners 
.deternuned  to  crofs  over  to  this  place,  and, 
^accordingly,  we  embarked  and  fet,  fail,  leav- 
ing the  ifland  of  Corficsi  to  its  nuferable 

and 
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and  uofettled  Aate*   I  ihould  have  liked^ 
indeed^  to  have  crofled  it  by  laud  to  Bailia^ 
inftead  of  coafting  as  I  did,  but  the  Genocfc; 
affured  me  it  was  by  no  means  fafe.  Not 
that  I  think  there  would  have  been  any 
.  danger,  except  from  ftragglers ;  for^  as  to 
Paoli  and  his  officers,  I  dare  fay  they  would 
have  treated  me  very  civilly.    However,  as 
the  Genoefe  talked  fo  much  againft.  it,  and 
feemed  not  to  like  it,  I  did  not  care  juft 
after  I  had  received  fo  many  fairors  from 
them,  to  go  and  preient  myfelf .  to  their 
enemies. 

The  place  I  am  In  at  prefent  dbes  not 
leem  much  inferior  in  poverty  to  that  where 
we  touched  in  the  morning,  nor  does  it 
aflbrd  any  public  houfe*  In  that  where 
they  have  received  me  there  has  been  fucli 
a  violent  quarrel  about  who  ihould  march 
out  of  his  apartment  to  make  room  for  me, 
that  the  fon-in4aw  and  fon  of  the  family 

came  to  very  high  words  about  it*  and 

from 
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{f0ts\  wor^s  to  blows ;  the  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  the  party  in  the  wrong 
went  and  complained  to  the  Genoeie  gover- 
aor  of  the  party  in  the  rights  and  the  poor 
£mow  ha^  been  put  into  priibn^  I  mean  the 
fitio-famUiaSy  whofe  only  crime  is  the  hav- 
ing deilred  his  brother-in-law  juil  for  one 
night  to  lie  with  him^  in  order  to  make  room 
for  me*   But  the  cnifty  gentleman  is  a 
Genoeie,  and  the  other  a  native  of  Caprara  ; 
and  the  Genoefe  in  power  have  at  lead  the 
'  patriotic  idea  of  juflifying  their  own  coun^ 
trymen  right  or  wrong.    However,  I  intend 
to  wait  upon  the  governor  or  commiflary, 
aa  they  call  him,  tomorrow  morning,  and 
iblicit  the  priibner*s  releafe,  as  I  was  the 
innocent  caufe  of  his  conhnemeut* 

'  .■    . . 
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I  Arrived  here  the  day  before  ycilerday  in 
the  evciiiag.  We  had  a  tolerably  good 
paffage  from .  Caprara  hither.  We  were,  I 
think»  about  ten  or  eleven  hours«   That  is^ 

0 

we  fet  out  from  thence  about  eight  o^clock 
in  the  morning,  and  about  fun-fet  arrived 
at  this  place.  Before  my  departure  I  made 
a  viik  to  the  commlflary,  and  freed  the 
fellow  who  had  been  put  under  confinement 
upon  my  account.  No  peribn,  to  be  fure* 
expeded  to  fee  me  in  Tufcanjt  ^d  I  myfelf 
can  hardly  believe  that  I  am  making 
this  my  route  to  Sicily ;  but  1  anfwer  with 
Philip  the  fecond  of  Spain,  upon  the  news 
of  his  hrokicibk  armada  being  deftroyed, 
that  we  can  not  fight  againft  the  winds  and 
waves.    The  fleet  which  the  Spaniards 

bragged 
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brag^d  ib  much  of  being  gone  to  reduce 
/  Algiers  to  a(hes»  has^  it  feems^  only  a  com* 
miffion  tG^  tireat  about  the  redemption  ctf  the 
Spani(h  (laves  in  tbofe  dominions.  .  My 
friends  upon  the  coaft  of  Catalonia  will  not 
be  pleafed  with  tliis  information^  as  they 
flattered  themfelves  that  all  Barbaiy,  at  leaft, 
would  be  ill  tlicir  pofleffion,  I  mean  the 
common  people,  for  thofe  of  higbet  rank 
•  do  not  (eem  to  trouble  themielves  much  with 
politics,  or,  indeed,  with  any  thing  elfe. 
Our  idea  in  England  is,  that  thoie  who  are 
married  are,  at  leail,  agitated  by  the  paliiou 
of  jealouly,  but  I  really  do  not  find  any 
great  difference  between  them  and  other 
nations. 


LET. 
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Yo  U  fee  by  my  dat^  that  I  am  atpreient 
in  a  towQ  I  always  liked*  Its  being  a  unU 
veriity,  the  aeatiiefs  and  filence  of  the 
ftreets,  tU^  number  of  groves  which  fur- 
rouiid  It^  and  the  river  Arno,  which  now 
creeps,  and  in  winter  rufhes  through  its 
fertile  meadows,  render  it  a  proper  feat  for 
iludy  and  contemplation.  Leghorne,  as  a 
fea-port  and  a  garrifon,  is  too  noify  and  too 
full  of  people  for  perfons  who  love  fome- 
times  to  have  the  aiufes  of  their  party.  I  ^ 
muft  return  there,  however,  for  fomc  things, 
but  Aiall  be  back  in  the  evening*  It  is 
only  fourteen  miles  from  hence*  As  my 
buGneii»  in  Sicily  is  not  extremely  prefilng, 
I  intend  to  take  my  own  time,  and  ihall 
change  my  hcaJ-cjuartcii  to  Lucca  upon 
Vol.  II.  B  b  the 
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the  28th  of  this  month,  where  I  (hall  ftay 
during  the  continuance  of  a  very  good  opera 

they  are  going  to  have  in  thai  town,  when 
all  tlie  gentlemen  come  from  their  country 
leats,  aiid  1  lhall  meet  iomc  of  my  tiicau^j 
there.  From  Lucca  I  (hall  pafs  fome  days 
at  Florence,  Rome  and  Naples,  in  my  way 
to  Sicily. 

The  fummer  weather  feems  to  be  hero 
extremely  moderate^  after  having  been  ulcd 
to  tlic  burning  climate  of  Spain.  However, 
even  thcfe  inferior  heats  begin  now  to  abate 
.  a  little. 

Upon  the  table  before  me  lies  a  llrong 
modern  culogium  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
vvrittcn  by  the  feaator  Adanil,  who,  in 
poetically  praiflng  the  emperor  Charles  the 
fifth,  fays,  he  was  as  much  fuperior  to 
other  princes  as  Newton  to  other  philoib-> 
phers,  in  the  following  hmile,  to  which 
I  Will  ad.l  a  lame  prole  traiiflation, 

Forfc 
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Forfif  cofi  quando  in  i  ^nl  dgiregi 

Fadri  di  fUolbiiclie  famiglie 

Cbe  haa  nei  beati       etenu  icde. 

II  gran  Britanno  ic«ie, 

Che  ienza  abbagUo  il  primo 

Nel  &a  dei  piu  profondi 

Adtd  di  n^tura  il  guardo  liefe*  ' 

Ignofati  e  ibli 

Al  comparir  c\\  lui  fra  Tombrc  amcnc 

Fei  bofdii  foitunati 

Fur  vifti  a  cafo  crrar  gli  gla  orgogliofi 

pi  Stoa  IbileQicori  e  4i  Stagira, 

E  mefto  ancfae  eflb  rinfelvoffi  e  tacque 

II  fognator  dei  vordci  ingegaod 

Di  cui  full'  onne  appena 

£wi  chi  fulla  Soma  aacor  ddka. 

Ne  fdwi  alcun  fra  tand 

Per  iapicDza  rinomati  ud  giomo 

Che  olaile  piA  ndl*  immortat  ioggbmo 

fai*  poQipa  iu  faccia  a  [ui  dvn  priichi  vanti.** 


So  perhaps  when  the  illuftrious  Briton, 
whofe  uadazzled  fight  firf):  penetrated  the 

hiniofl  recefies  of  nature,  defcended  amidft 


his  approach  the  difciples  of  St<^  and  the 


B  b  % 


.388       I.ETTERS  FROM 

Stagyrice,  wandered  through  the  grpvei 
unhoaored  and  forlorn,  lie  too  (Pes 
Cartes)  with  gloomy  gefture  fought  the 
(hades,  he  the  mgenious  dreamer  of  his 
vortices,  but  now  abandoned  by  his  native 
Seine*  Nor  was  there  in  thpie  inunortal 
maniionst  who  dare4  to  utter  their  once 
vaunted  wifdom.** 

I  am  juil  going  to  fee  a  famous  illumiua- 
tion  in  the  cathedral  this  evening,  upon 
account  of  its  being  the  eve  of  the  afliimp- 
tion  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  This  fefiival, 
founded  upon  a  tradition  of  her  being  car- 
ried up  to  heaveug  we  have  aotiiiag  to  do 
with  in  England.  The  Roman  catholics, 
upon  what  authority  I  know  not,  aliert, 
that  (he  was  borne  after  her  death  to  the 
cele^lial  regions  upon  the  wings  of  angels. 
But  thefe  are  dlfputes  ^  leave  to  tiie 
learned  in  divinity.    In  that  enthufiaftic 

field  of   battle,    whcic   fu   many  giants 
s     I  fight. 
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fight,  it  is  tiot  for  me,  or  pygmies 
like  myfelf^  to  attempt  to  ihew  our 
fireogttu 


BU3  L£T« 
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LETTER  LXVIII, 

PISA,  AUGUST  l8,  1760. 

Th  E  illumination  of  which  I  fpoke  to 
you  in  my  laft  paper  turned  out  in  fa£l  very 
elegant,  and  the  columns  on  the  infide  of 
the  church  were  gaily  adorned  with  feftoons 
of  lights,  and  wax  candles  formed  into  other 
vagaries.  It  looked  like  what  you  read  of 
fairy  temples* 

Upon  my  word  the  original  Merope  of 
Maffei  is  a  vtry  fine  play,  from  wliicli  Vol- 
taire took  his,  and  what  we  have  is  I  think 
almoft  tranflated  by  Mr.  Hill  from  Voltaire's 
tranflation,  and  yet  pleafes  upon  the  Eng«- 
lifli  Jftage*  I  will  gjive  you  a  fine  Ipeech  coa- 
ceiiiing  Merope's  anxiety  for  her  lun  winch 

neither  in  Voltaire  nor  Mr.  Hill.  Upon 
her  attendant's  urghig  the  impoffibility  of 

■ 

her 
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her  foa^s  being  lateljr  murdered^  Merope 
auiwers> 

O  caro  EvuiSOf  io  yegffo  bea  che  quefto 

Nulla  c  pill  che  un  lofpcito.    Ma  fe  ancora 
Fofle  £iIfo  foipettby  or  ti  par  eglt» 
Che  U  folo  peregrinar  del  mio  C :  cbiuaie 
Mi  dia  cagtoa  di  dover  cSkv  lieta  ? 
Rozzo  garzon,  folo,  inefperto,  ignaro 
Deiie  vicytde'  coHumi  e  de'  pehgliiy 
Che  appoggio  alcuh  nori  ha,  pover6  c  privO . 
P'ofpitiy  qual  di  vitto  e  qual  d*  albergo 
NoQ  patkf^  difagio  ?  Q^ante  volte 
All'  aitrui  menie  accofteraHiy  un  pane 
Chiectendo  umile  ?  £  ne  far&  fors*  anche 
Scacciato,  egli  il  cui  padre  a  ricca  menik* 
Tanu  geDte  accogliea.   Mtf  poi  fc  infenno 
Cade,  come  c  pur  troppo  age  vol  cola, 
Chi  n'  avri  ciira  ?  £t  giaceraffi  in  terra 
Languente,  aiiliuo,  aobaiulonato,  c  un  iufia 
'D'acqiia  noa  vi  £aik  chi  pur  gli  porga. 
Oh  Dei,  che  s'io  almeno  potefll  ir  feco 
Parmi  che  cutto  ibSiirei  con  pace* 

« 

■ 

O  Eurlfus,  my  fufpicloas  of  Lis  death  are 
vain,  but  tho*  groundlefs,  ought  not  the 
very  life  of  my  dear  Crefphontes  to  tear  this 

B  b  4  breaft 
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bread  with  anguilh  i  his  unikilled  yoittb, 
void  of  friendly  ailiftance,  and  ignorant  of 
men^  knows  not  danger.  None  has  he  to 
fupport  him,  but  poor  and  defiitute,  mull 
be  a  Granger  to  food,  nor  will  the  humble 
roof  receive  lilm.  How  oft  perhaps  will  he 
fupplicate  the  oflals  of  the  rich,  and  be  re-* 
pulfed*  He  whofe  father's  ample  board  re- 
ceived fo  many  guefis.  But  ihould  (icknefs, 
too  probable  hcknei$  overwhelm  him,  who 
will  then  take  under  his  care  my  ion. 
Stretched  on  cold  earth  will  he  lie,  afflided, 
abandoned,  opprefled,  nor  will  a  fiiendfy 
hand  be  ready  with  even  a  drop  of  water 
to  retieve  him.  Oh  heavens,  could  I  but 
accompany  his  fufierings,  I  ihould  bear  all 
in  peace.*' 

A  friend  of  mine  at  Lucca  having  Invited 
me  to  fpend  the  •  intervening  time  tiU  the 
oper^i  begins  at  the  baths  there,  I  (hall  leave 
this  place  the  day  after  tomorrow  and  repair 
to  the  JLucchcfe  ilate. 

LET. 
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LETTER  LXIX. 

LUCCA,  AVCUST  2  If  I760 

X  Came  this  morning  from  Piia  hither^  and 
ill  the  evenmg  lhall  proceed  to  Lucca  baths,'' 
which  are  about  fixteen  or  feventeen  miles 

farther.   As  it  was  fine  weather  and  the 
road  mod  delightfully  pleafant  from  Pifa 
hither,  I  have  had  a  verj  agreeable  ride. 
What  makes  the  road  fo  pleafing  is  their 
manner  of  planting  vineyards  here  in  Tuf- 
cany.    It  is  juft  hi  the  way  poets  defcribe 
them.    Elmi  arc  firft  of  all  fet.    They  are 
planted  about  as  thick  as  cherry  tiees  in  the 
orchards  of  Kent*   At  the  foot  of  thefe 
(hoots  up  the  mantling  vine,  the  luxuriant 
branches  of  which  the  country  people  tye  up 
in  a  fort  of  feftoons  from  one  tree  to  ano- 
ther.   This  is  the  nature  of  the  road  after 
you  are  got  about  three  miles  from  Pifa  to 

Lucca, 
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Lucca,  and  have  pafTed  the  baths  built  by 
count  Richecourt^  when  you  coaft  the  moun- 

» 

Per  cui  i  Fiian  Lucca  veder  noa  poimo 

]>A1ITE« 

Ih  matiy  other  parts  bf  Italy,  as  well  as  in 
Spain^  and  I  believe  all  over  the  worlds  ez^ 

cept  in  Lrombardy  and  the  kingdom  of  Na- 
ples, the  vmejards  are  the  mod  ugly  things 
I  ever  faw^  in  my  life.  Little  flicks  are  dri- 
ven into  the  ground  three  or  four  feet  high, 
and  they  let  t^e  vines  rife  no  ferther  than  to 
the  top  of  them.  They  even  criticife  the 
Tufcan  manner  of  planting  vineyards,  and 
tell  you  that  it  takes  away  from  the  ilrengtl^ 
of  the  wine.  But  the  proof  that  this  cannot 
be  fo,  is  that  the  wines  of  Tufcany  are 
ftronger  I  believe  than  any  others  in  Italy^ 
tbo^  fupported  only  by  low  ftakes,  and  per- 
haps is  almoft.  the  only  wine  of  thefe  coun- 
tries, that  has  body  enough  ,  to  befentinto 
England. 

*  Which  ihidds  fiair  Pifa'i  town  fit»n  Lucca's  view. 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXX. 

itrCCA  BATH8,  AUGUST  I4,  tj60* 

I  Arrived  on  Tburfday  lail  in  the  evening 
to  this  place,  which  is  pretty  enough  and  ro** 
knaiitic^  however  inouataiuous  and  wild. 
The  piincipal  dlverfion  here  is  that  of  fit- 
ting for  an  hour  or  two  up  to  your  chin  in 
hot  mineral  water#  I  attempted  this  feden- 
tary  ablution  in  order  to  enter  into  the  mode 
of  the  place^  and  get  off  in  fome  meafure 
the  bronze  colour  with  whicli.  the  Spanifli  ' 
fuii  lias  tinged  my  Ikin,  but  the  vapor  of 
the  water  made  my  head  ache  fo  much  that 
I  will  have  nothing  more  to  do  Ivith  hot 
baths  for  the  future. 

To  give  you  a  faiat  idea  of  this  place  I 
will  copy  you  a  few  lines  of  a  poena  abby 
Betti  h^s  written  upon  thefe  waters,  to 

which 
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which  I  will  add  a  traiiilation  axid  two  dr 
three  aotes,  that  you  may  underftaud  it. 

dove  al  Serduo  miaacciofo  in  riva. 
Trov6 1^  Etrdca  libeitade  afilo. 
Vivo  plgcidi  i  giomi)  e  lieto  il  cuore 
Alia  nitia  finule  aura  refpira^ 
E  fc  non  veggio  torreggiar  fuperbe 
L*ailipie  moil  di  Roma  incontro  al  delo^ 
Almcn  non  odo  il  fulurrar  dd  volgo 
£  i  mobili  Qjiiriti»  e  in  van  m  moibi 
Donna  del  Tcbbro  i  lagrime\'ol  icgni 
J>d  ttio  priico  valorei  e  per  me  indaino 
'     Gli  fcuM  maimi  il  Campidoglio  addita, 
Che  i  cfaeti  alberi^  aman  le  Muip,  e  i  fiicii 
SOcnij  ddle  felve*  A  voi  mi  dooo 
Verdi  colli  felici^  de*  mid  caimi 
non  andranno  iDoooratt  i  gorghi 

r 

Delia  Lima  orgogUoia,  or  che  la  cetra 
La  voilit  onde  fidubri  a  dirmi  impart* 

Sia  prmcipio  da  voi,  Limptde  Dili&» 
Che  le  medicfae  fntti  in  guardia  avetc^ 

Da  voi  de  i  dechi  tortuofi  varchii 
Del  ftiol  iconendo 


«  Here 
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f  ^  Here  where  Tufcaa  liberty  *  has  feimd 
her  afylum  upon  the  banks  of  the  threats 
ening  Serchio  f ,  I  pa&  my  days  in  peace^  4 
while  my  heart  drinks  gales  reiembUng  my 

patlvc 

^  The  Loechcft  tiM>'  tbeir  littlo  ft»tt  u  an  arifiocraqr 

call  thcmlblves  free,  md  indeed  fo  I  Uiink  tlicy  are  in 
fcompariibQ  to  the.  reft  of  the  Tufcani,  who  have  not 
only  loil  their  liberty,  but  are  gone  under  the  doniinioa 
pS  foreigners,  under  the  government  of 

^northern  ibnsi  aa  iron  race, 

to  uie  the  words  of  the  old  fong  called  Arno^s  Vale, 

written  I  think  by  fome  Kngiilh  nobleman,  when  the 
Tufcan  (late  for  want  of  fuccclTors  in  the  Medici  family, 
pafled,  after  the  de^th  of  John  Gaftore, 'by  agreement 

with  the  Spaniards^  undpr  ilie  dominion  of  the  Germans. 

t  Serchio  it  the  name  of  the  rifcr  that  runs  through  the 
Lucchefe  ftatc,  coming  out  afterwards  into  tliat  of  the 
grand  duke  of  Tufcan y.  It  empties  itfelf  into  the  (ea 
not  far  from  where  the  Arno  does  the  fame.  There  is 
now.  little  water  in  it,  but  in  winter  tirac,  as  it  rifcs 
among  mountains,  it  fwelis  fome  times  to  fuch  a  height 
as  to  break  Uuwa  dum^  uiid  carry  away  every  other 

im« 
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native  air  X*  Tho'  I  behold  not  the  mighty 
edifices  of  Rome  raife  their  towering  heads 
^^galiifl  heaven,  I  Lkevviie  hear  not  the  mur- 
murs of  the  inconftant  Romans.  la  vain. 
Nymph  of  the  Tibery  doft  thou  fliew  me  the 
melancholy  remains  of  thy  ancient  valor; 
in  vain  does  the  Capitol  point  out  its  fculp- 
tared  marbles.  In  peaceful  maniions  dwell 
th^  niiiics,  and  in  the  facred  filence  of  thefe 
woods.    To  you  I  dedicate  myfelf,  grecA 

impediment  to  its  courfc,  trees,  great  floncs  and  every 
thing,  to  the  great  detriqient  of  t)ie  inhfibitants  pf  Iaxol 
and  Pifa.  Count  Richecourt|  who  was  regent  of  Tufcan^ 
for  the  emperor  about  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  and  a  great 
enemy  to  tliis  little  Lucchefe  flate,  upon  a  quarrel  be- 
tween them  about  making  a  road,  dammed  up  this  ri?er 
&nd  overflowed  half  their  lands.  This  however  he  could 
not  efTe^  without  doing  fome  hurt  to  the  emperor's  own 
iubje^s.  He  ere^ed  iil^ewife  elegant  baths  near  Pifa, 
where  there  are  alfo  mineral  hot  waters,  in  hopes  to  draw 
foreigners  froni  thc^e  of  Lucca  $  however,  tho'  what  he 
caulcd  to  he  built  is  very  coinniOulous,  1  ihiiik  his  in^^n-^ 
|ion  has  not  met  with  any  great  fucceis. 

^  The  author  was  bom  at  Verooi^ 

happy 
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happy  hills.  No,  the  babbling  current  of  the 

Iwelliiig  L.iaie  ^  ihail  not  be  uuhonored  in 
the  verie,  wiiich  my  harp  meditates  upon 
tliele  healing  iprings.  From  you  be  my 
beginning,  ye  limpid  Naiads,  guardians  of 
the  medical  fount;  you  who  running  through 
the  dark  entrails  of  the  earth,  &c.'* 

^  A  river  which  runs  dofe  under  Lucca  baths,  aa4 
i^ftenvardt  empties  itfelf  into  the  Serchio.  As  it  lies  alio 
among  the  inouptains  it  is  very  much  fubje£l:  to  floods. 
We  walked  upon  the  banks  of  it  every  evening.  There 
\%  one  part  where  the  courfe'is  interrupted  with  great 
flones,  which  divlJe  the  channel  into  four  or  five  little 
foaming  branches.  This  with  the  country  about  its 
which  is  very  romantic,  gives  »  very  pleaOng  but  con« 
fined  landfcape  to  the  eye,  as  the  mountj»ini|  rife  on  each 
iide. 


LET- 
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I,  E  T  T  E  R  LXXI. 


Lucca  batli«?,  3  o'clock,  afternoon, 
Monda/i         !»  1760* 

I  n  my  futuie  papers,j  that  they  may  be 
rendered  more  cxacl,  I  will  not  only  give 
you  the  day  of  the  month  and  year,  but  I 
will  alio  acquaint  you  with  th^  day  of  the 
week,  and  even  with  the  very  hour  of  my 
writing  (hem*  Indeed^  here  in  Italy  there 
will  be  now  and  then  ioine  trifling  diihculty 
in  comparing  Italian  hours  to  the  way  we 
count}  for  their  clock  goes  upon  a  quite 
dif&rent  fyftem  from  ours*  As  we  begin 
to  count  from  twelve^  or  midnight,  they 
begin  to  count  from  funrfet^  or^  to  fpeak 
cxadiy,  half  an  hour  after,  juft  when  the 
fwilight  beguis  to  giye  place  to  total  dark- 
ncfs ;  at  which  time  all  the  bcUs  of  every 
f:hurch  toll  to  denote  its  being  four  and 
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twenty  o'clock,  and  that  all  good  Roman 
catholics  may  fay  their  Ave  Maria.  *Yott 

may  wonder  to  hear  me  talk  of  four  and 
twenty  o'clock,  till  you  know  the  Italians 
do  not  ilop  coUntiiig  at  twelve  as  we  do, 
but    continue   their  reckoning  the  whole 
round  of  a  nu£lemer(m^  or  day  and  night. 
As  for  flopping  at  twelve  hours,  aild  begins 
ning  again  to  count  another  twelve>  as  we 
do»  or  continuing  the  whole  round  to 
twenty*four,  as  the  Italians  pradice,  I  think 
it  18   indiflerent^    The  advantage  of  our 
method  of  counting  time  is,  that  the  two 
points,  from  whence  we  begin  our  compu- 
tatioD^  midnight  and  noon>  are  fixed;  on 
the  contrary^  half  an  hour  after  fun^fet  is  an 
indeterminate  period  upon  account  of  the 
fun's  fettmg  either  fooner  or  later  every  day 
of  the  year.    Befides,  they  can  never  know 
the  exa£l  time  of  mid-day  or  mid-night 

without  looking  into  their  almanacks.  In 
the  fpring  when  the  fun  fets  every  day  later^ 
t)f  confequence^  a  lefs  number  of  hours 
Yx>u  11.  C  c  n^vft 
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muft  ill  a  courfe  of  days  intervene  between 
Its  letting  and  noon,     lie  contrary  necefiarii/ 
happens  at  this  time  of  the  year,  when  the 
•fun  fets  every  evening  Iboner  and  foonen 
ThU  is  (he  principal  fault  I  find  with  the 
Italian  clock*    It  has,  however,  fome  ad- 
vantages, and  to  a  traveller  in  particular, 
as  yuu  always  know  the  exaft  minute  of  the 
.fun*$  fettlug  .from  your  watch,  and,  conie* 
iquently,  how  notuch  or  how  little  day-light 
temains,  be  the  weather  ever  fo  mifty,  to 
complete  you  journey,  and  get  time  enough 
for,  tiie^  gate9  of  ibreign  towns,  which  ge* 
ncraily  are  fliut  at  that  time.  However, 
there  is  no  doubt,  upon  the  waulc,  but  our 
way  of  counting  Is  much  preferable^  and  in 
fad,  all  European  nations,  I  believe,  but 
the  Italians,  follow  it.   Even  among  them 
there  are  fome  provinces  that  have  changed 
from  their  old  way  of  computation  to  ours* 
TuTcany  and  the  Maancfe  ftatc,  and  I  think 
that  of  Naples,  count  their  time  in  the  fame 
snanner  as  we  do,  one  fruit  of  their  beii^ 

a  under 
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binder  the  government  of  foreigners;  On 
the  contrary^  thofe  Aates  that  iliU  are  under 
the  government  of  Italians,  as  the  ecqle- 

fiaftic.al   ftate ;    tliat  of   Lucca,  Mudena, 

M  M 

Afa0a  Carrara,  Venice,  Genoa  and  Mortaco, 
iHll  preferve  their  old-falbioned  clock.  I 
have  mentioned  nothing  of  the  king  of 
. Sardinia's. domiiiions,  as  I  hear  he  reckons 
them  out  of  Italy*.  His  ilates,  you  know, 
are  fituatcd  among  tlie  Alps^  and  other 
inountains  that  divide  Italy  from  France 
knd  Switzerland.    jHowever^  Piedmont  is 

a 

undoubtedly  in  Italy,  but  the  manners  land 

a 

cuiloms  of  the  French  prevail  greatly  above 
thofe  of  the  Italians;  at  leaft,  if  I  may 
judge  from  what  I  law  during  the  little  time 
I  ftayed  at  Nice^  Indeed^  Nice  is  one  of 
,  the  neareft  towns  to  France  in  the  king  of 
Sardinians  dominions*    It  was  formerly  a 

« 

.part  of  Provence.  You  difcern  Antibes  very 
plainly  from  it* 

Cca  I  took 
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I  took  a  ride  this  morning  for  above  five 
miles,  to  fee  a  place  the  Lucchefe  call  Pralo 
Jiorhoy  or  the  flowery  meadow.   Tho*  caUed 
by  that  name,  it  is  upon  the  top  of  a  very 
high  mountain*  After  having  broke  my  neck 

almoil  in  pafling  precipices  to  get  up  there^  j 

I 

all  I  could  find  when  I  was  at  the  top  was  | 

i 

a  little  turf  like  what  every  hill  iii  Surrey 

* 

is  clothed  with;  but  is  here  a  fort  of  rarity, 
and  only  a  mountainous  produAion.   They  ' 
fay,  however,  that  in  fpring  there  are  a  | 
prodigious  number  of  all  forts  of  flowers,  | 
jvhich  grow  there  fpontaneoufly,  from  whence,  | 
indeed,  it  takes  its  name.   They  tell  you  it 
commands  too  a  prodigious  extenfive  view. 
It  is  faid  you  can  difcern  Florence,  Leghome, 
and  even  Corfica  from  the  fummit  of  it. 
However,  I  could  not  fee  two  yards  before 
me,  upon  account  of  a  very  thick  mill, 

which  afterwards  degenerated  into  rain. 
As  the  clouds,  and  confequently,  the  rain 
defcended  into  the  valley  as  faft  as  we  did, 

I  have  had  its  company  c^uite  home.  The 

baduei$ 
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badnefs  of  the  defcent  rendered  my  progrefs 
flow,  and  I  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
patience  and  reflexion  to  pais  the  time.  The 

imineiiie  ioieils  of  chelhuts,  with  which 
mauy   of  thefe  hiils  are  crowned,  flruck 
my  imagination  as  a  blcfling  of  Heaven  upon 
the  poor.   It  is  not  poffible  for  any  peribn 
to  ftarve  in  theie  countries^  if  there  is  a  good 
cheluut  feaion.   The  peaiants  gather  them 
up  in  facksy  and  not  only  make  uie  of.  them 
for  prefent  coufumption,  but  after  they  are  ^ 
dry  grind  them  into  a  flower,  of  which  they 
make  bread*   I  can  not  fay  it  is  palatable, 
but,  I  believe,  very  nouriihing,  and  cuftom 
may  have  inured  the  feeders  upon  it  to  its 
maukijh  tafte.    To  look  at  the  men,  they 
ftciii  very  hale  and  lufty. 


LET. 
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Lucca,  pne  o*(;locL,  Thur^ay, 
September  ii,  1760^ 

O  N  Friday  laft  I  left  Lucca  baths,  and 
returned  to  their  little  capita],  where  I  have 
been  this  mpruing  tp  fee  the  ceremony  of 
the  iuftitution  of  a  Gonf^ilonkre^  or  Doge  of 

the  Lucchefe  ftate.    It  only  confifted  of  an 

  • 

aflembly  of  the  nobility  at  IiIs  family  houfe^ 
from  whence  they  all  went  afterwards  tq 
the  palace,  where  the  Doges  refide  during 
their  two  months  government.  You  have 
feen  a  lord  mayor's  ihow*  Imagine  a  pro- 
cefTion  infinitely  inferior  tp  that,  tho'  pf  the 
lame  nature,  and  you  have  an  idea  of  what 
*  I  was  looking  at.  This  fufs  is  oply  made 
the  firft  time  of  ^  perfon*s  being  mayor.  I 
think  the  name  of  mayor  is  the  moft  ade* 
quate  to  exprefs  the  office  of  Doge.  lnde^d» 

a? 
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at  Lucca  he  is  the  favereign,  tho*  limited ; 
however,  as  the  Aate  is  fo  little,  that  they 
have  but  few  ibreign  aftairs,  for  they  dare 
not  quarrel  with  any  nciglibouiiiig  nation, 
their  authority  is  pretty  much  confined  to 
the  civil  juiifJlclion  of  their  city*  The 

government  of  Lucca  is  iicaily  the  fame 
with  that  of  Genoa  and  Venice.    It  ts 
ariftocratical,  and  their  common  people  are 
as  much  (laves  as  under  the  Turks,  The 
body  of  cavaliers,  or  gentlemen,  is  what 
forms  the  Jegiflative  power.     They  have 
their  coun^i  or  parliament,   where  they 
harangue  and  give  their  votes.    However,  a 
foreigner  is  not  permitted  to  be  prefent  at 
any  of  their  deliberations.    Out  of  this 
body  of  nobiiity  they  eled  a  Doge  and  eight 
auziani,  or  aldermen,  who  have  the  imme-» 
diate  govciiiinent  for  two  iiA:)iuIib.    By  the 
immediate  government,  I  mean  the  imme«> 
diate  execution  of  the  laws;  for  to  eleft 
new  magiftrates,  or  upon  any  weighty  de- 
liberation, the  aflembly  of  the  whole  bocly 

C  c  4  of 
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of  cavaliers  is  ueceflarjr.     But  this  little 
commonwealth,  venerable  for  having  pre- 
ferved  its  own  goyerument,  while  all  the 
furrouuding  towns  haye  fallen  under  arbU 
(rary  mailers,  affumes  a^  air,  which  i$ 
neither  becoming  its  dunuiutiyeuefs,  nor  do 
jf  fee  that  it  can  be  of  the  leaft  feryice  to  the 
j(late.     That  ladies  who  are  drefled  well 
enough  to  appear  before  the  courts  of  Loa«* 
don  or  Verfailles  ihpuld  npt  havp  a  hoop 
Sufficiently  large  to  ihew  themfelve^  before 
the  Doge  is  ridiculous,  and  with  many 
pthpr  things  of  that  kind  excites  a  rage  with- 
in the  breaft  of  a  foreigner,  which  defttoys 
the  former  favorable  idea  he  had  received  of 
thefe  people,  when  he  faw  liberty  written 
ypon  their  gates*  and  all  the  marks  of 
independent  republic.    As  they  exped  more 
triflinfir  obediencies   from   travellers  than 
other  nations^  they  are  very  little  troubled 
with  their  company,  except  jull  at  the 
prefent  time,  when  the  town  puts  on  a 
gaiety  unufual  to  it,  upon  account  of  the 

opei^a 
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Qpera  and  feftival  of  the  holy  crofs,  which 
ivill  be  in  a  few  days.  Tomorrow  I  go  to 
Moucopolit  to  m^e  a  vUit  there* 

» 


Montopoli,  J  o'clock,  eveaiog^  Friday,  Sept.  I2« 

You  fee  then,  as  I  faid,  I  have  fet  out 
from .  Lucca  for  this  place.      We  have 
now  no  more  Italian  clocks  to  puzzle  us« 
The  emperor,  as  1  have  already  told  you^ 
has  introduced  our  way  of  counting  time 
into  Tufcany.    The  people  are  now  very 
well  ufed  to  it,  and  like  it,  but  at  firft  they 
thought  It  a  very  great  hardfliip.   It  was 
like  our  changing  from  the  old  to  the  new 
ilyle,  when  at  the  eledion  at  Oxford  they 
called  Lord  Macclesfield,  almanack  maker, 
and  alked  what  he  had  done  with  the  eleven 
da)  5.    Things  of  the  lame  nature  happened 
in  Tufcany^  and  the  other  ftates  in  Italy, 
|vhicb  have  got  our  clockt  upon  its  being 

firft 
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firft  introduced  among  them.  They  fajr 
there  is  a  village  here  in  Tu(cany,  I  have 
forgot  its  name,  where  the  Italian  manner 
of  counting  is  ilill  prelerved.  They  had 
done  fomething  for  the  fervice  of  the  em- 
peror. He  lent  and  told  them  that  he 
wanted  to  rewar4  them,  and  that  they 
might  chufe  what  they  liked,  for  that  he 
would  giant  them  what  they  pleaftd.  The 
favor  they  begged,  as  the  greatefl:  that  he 
could  beftow,  was,  to  leave  them  their  old 
clock,  which  was  accordingly  done*  How-* 
^  ~  ever,  the  Tufcans  in  general  have  now  quite 
changed  their  ideas,  and  laugh  at  the  Luc- 
chefe  for  keeping  to  old  LiLions.  They, 
indeed,  moft  of  them  feem  to  allow  our 
clock  to  be  the  beft,  but  they  fay  they  are 
jealous  of  changing  old  cuftoms  for  fear  of 
its  being  a  caulc  of  frcih  iui^ovations. 


X^ET, 
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h  ^  T  T  ^  K  LXXlll 

{^ucca  II  o'clock  at  iiight» 
Friday,  Sept.  19,  1760. 

X  Returned  on  Saturday  iaft  from  Moato* 
poll  to  this  place,  wUere  we  have  been  very 
gay  upon  account  of  the  feftival  of  the  exalt- 
alion  of  holy  crofs.  We  have  had  races 
here,  and  are  to  have  them .  renewed  next- 
Sunday,  You  may  imagine  they  are  not  fb 
good  as  thofe  of  Newmarket,  tho*  much 
better  than  in  other  parts  of  Italy,  where 
the  horles  ruix  as  faft  as  they  can  without 
,  riders,  down  fome  long  ftre^t,  and  you  fee 
notliing  of  them,  e^^cept  the  gUmmering  of 
their  paflHig  by,  cither  from  a  coach  or  vvui- 
dow.  But  in  Lucca,  as  they  run  round  an 
an^hitheatre  inciofed  on  purpofe,  you  have 
a  vitw  of  the  whole  courfe*  It  is  here  judged 

impoflible 
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impoffible*^  for  men  to  ride  horfes  when 
they  run  fo  very  faft.    The  poor  beafts 
have  a  fort  of  prickly  balls  hung  about  their 
fides  to  fpur  and  gore  them  on.  The  church 
ceremonies  were  very  like  others  of  that  na- 
ture, with  an  image  of  our  faviour  borne  in 
procellion.    In  the  great  fcjuare  flood  all  the 
troops  of  the  icpublic  in  battalia^  who  have 
this  advantage  that,  as  their  country  is  too 
weak  to  make  any  refiftance,  they  are  never 
obliged  to  face  an  enemy.  Once  indeed  upon 
a  time  the  ftate  had  war  with  Mafia  Carrara, 
a  little  fovereign  dutchy  adjoining.  Lucca 
being  the  firongefl,  marched  its  troops  to 
behege  that  city.    Upon  their  approaching 
the  walls,  a  whiftling  noiie  and  afterwards 
an  explofion  was  heard  by  the  whole  army. 
What  is  tbat,  cried  one  \  Blefs  us^  it.  is  a 
bomb^  replied  another.  A  bomb  !  exclaimed 
the  general.    To  the  right  about.   March  ! 
A  ad  away  they  went,  as  the  ftory  goes,  not 

~      Lucca  fincc,  mid  bsive  feen  their 

,  .   .   ut  faddlcs. 

to 
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to  the  iack  of  Mafia  Carrara,  but  to  that  of 
chefout^flower  at  Lucca*  Joking,  however, 
apart,  happy  are  thcfe  little  ftates  in  not 
being  able  to  defend  their  liberties  by  the 
extermination  of  the  human  race  ;  diid  the 
policy  to  which  they  are  obliged  to  recur, 
aided  by  the  jealoufy  of  their  neighbours, 
may  long  preferve  them  in  their  privi* 
leges. 


LET- 


I 
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L       T  T  E  R  LXXIV, 

Lucca,  9  o'clock  morning 

Suiiuaj,  28  Sept.  iy6o. 

.  ji  Will  td  day  give  you  a  Aoijr  taken  out  of 

Boccace.       Abraham  the  Jew  had  a  long 
time  lived  creditably  at  Paris^  and  among 
other  acquaintances  had  formed  an  inti- 
macy  with  an  Italian  merchant  of  the 
fame  town,  called  Gianotto.    Their  af- 
*'  fairs  being  touch  united^  they  often  ufed 
**  to  dine  together,  and  among  other  topics 
^*  of  converfation  that  of  religion  often 
fprung  up4     After  having  long  talked 
upon  the  fubjed,  the  Roman  catholic 
merchant  began  to  think  of  converting 
his  friend^   and  urged  the  bell  reafons 
his  mercantile  education  would  pefmiH 
♦*  to  cffedluate  that  purpofe.   Tho'  Abra* 
ham  was  at  hrft  indocile^  a  length  of 

**  years 
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years  made  itnpreffion  eoough  upon  him 
to  chink  ierioufly  of  changing  his  rcli^ 
giou«    He  accordingly  acquainted  Giiin* 
notto  witlx  hi^  . intentions,  but  that  he 
**  was  refolyed  firft  to  go  to  Rome,  to  fee 
in  per  (on  how  the  vicar  of  Chrift  he  had 
ib  often  fpoken  about,  and  the  cardinals 
>'  behaved/V  (I  need  not  inform  you  that 
the  pope,  in  the  flyle  of  thefe  countries,  is 
jtermcji  Chrift's  vicar  upon  earth,  as  he  is 
fuppuled  to  have  all  his  audiorlty  delegated 
to  him.}     **  Gianotto  was  very  forry  to 
^*  hear  his  friend  talk  of  going  to  Rome; 
as  he  well  knew  how  immeried  in  vice 
that  capital  was,  and  thought  that  in<* 
Head  of  becoming  a  Chriftian,  he  would 
be  only  more  ftrongly  coafirmed  in  his 
•*  own  opinions.  lie  told  him  how  unneccf- 
fary  it  was  to  expofe  himfelf  Co  the  in* 
conveniencies  of  fo  long  a  journey,  t$ 
there  were  learned  priefts  enough  in 
"  Paris,  to  inilruci  him  in  every  tlimg  of 
*•  which  he  wanted  to  be  inioiaied.  Bu^ 

Abraham 
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**  Abraham  continued  obftlnate,  and  fala 
he  would  never  become  a  Chriftian  till 
he  went  to  Rome  and  faw  the  head  of 
their  church.  His  friend  finding  that 
nothing  he  could  fay  was  of  any  avails 
left  him  to  follow  the  bent  of  lus  own 
inclinations,  defpairing  however  of  his 
converiion,  as  he  thought  the  debauch* 
ery  of  the  court  of  Rome  was  more 
hkely  Co  make  a  Chriftian  turn  Jew»  thaik 

"  the  contrary.  Abraham  was  no  fooner 
arrived  at  this  metropolis,  than  he  made 
his  vifits  to  the  principals  of  his  owtt 

^  religion,  without  acquainting  them  of 
the  caiife  of  his  journey.  In  the  mean 
time  he  obferved  moft  narrowly  the 
Roman  catholic  clergy  of  that  city,  and 
efpecially  thofc  of  higher  rank,  but  found 
them  all  fo  entirely  corrupted  in  thcit 
morals,  that  no  vice  upon  the  face  of  th6 
earth  was  ^  ftranger  to  them.  Luft  and 
luxury  predominated  in  the  room  of  vir* 
tue  and  au>rtification,  and  the  beft  ecclcfi*- 

"  aftical 
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aftical  charges  were  given  to  thofe  who 
beft  knew  how  to  make  thdr  addref* 
"  fes  to  the  courtezans  of  priefts,  and  paid 
the  beft  price*  laftead  of  being  the  city 
ill  which,  the  works  of  grace  were  moll 
frequent,  it  was  here  that  all  diabolical 

» 

inventions  new  coined  from  hell  feemed 
to  reign« 

* 

Abraham  with  ^  careful  eye  obferved 
all  thefe  irregularities,  and  after  having 
entirely  fatlsfied  his  curiofity  returned  to 
Paris.  The  firft  queftion  Oiannotto  mad& 
to  Him  was  concerning  his  religion,  and 
whether  he  continued  in  his  intention  of 

**  changing  it,  to  which  he  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative.  Upon  this  Giannotto  pluck- 
ing  up  courage  told  him  he  did  not  doubt, 
but  that  the  piety  of  their  holy  father, 
together  with  the  virtuous  behaviour  of 
the  c^dinals,  had  induced  him  to  con- 
tiaue  his  refolutiou  of  abjuring  Judailm* 

•*  But  Abraham  foon  Informed  him  that 
Vol.  IL  D  d  Rome 
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Rome  was  a  town  iu  which  ail  immora* 
illy  ieemed  to  concenter ;  that  the  mea 
whofe  chaiaders  ought  to  difcourage  it, 
wtic  its  principal  votaries,   that  virtue 
begged  its  bread,  while  vice  rode  triumph- 
ant through  the  ftreets,  iu  fliort  that  the 
pope  and  cardinals  Teemed  to  do  every 
thing  pofhble  to  extirpate  their  religioa 
from  the  world.    And  yet  notwithftand- 
ing  all  tliis,  fays  he,  it  not  only  fubllfi$» 
t*  but  is  increafing  and  flouriflies,  as  much 
as  if  the  greateft  pains  were  taken  to  ex- 
tend  it.  This,  continues  Abraham,  is  what 
determines  me  to  be  a  Chrifiian,  for  how 
fuch  a  miracle  as  this  ihould  happen,  with- 
out  fome  fupernatural  power,  is  what  I 
can  not  fee.    He  then  went  to  the  cathe- 
dral  of  Noire  Dawe  with  Giannotto,  where 
**  he  abjured  Lis  errors,  and  was  baptized 
by  the  name  of  Johur" 


LET- 
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LETTER  JLXXV. 

Lucca^  Thurfday,  j  2  o'clock,  noon, 
Odober2y  1760* 

I  Will  fill  my  prefent  paper  with  an  affair 
that  bappeaed  at  Leghorne  a  few  years 
;^o;  for  the  truth  of  which  I  can  only 
red  upon  tlie  falch  of  the  rccounter* 


John  Van  BeunHeli  the  only  fbn  of  a 
Dutch  merchant,  wa8»  upon  the  death  of 
his  father,  lent  by  his  uncle  to  jLeghome 
to  learn  trade.  He  was  a  youth  of  good 
parts>  and  of  a  remarkable  handfome  perfbn. 
But  tho'  th«  ladies  of .  X>eghome  vied  with 
each  other  in  foliciting  his  company,  Van 
fieunnei  remained  unaffeded,  till  the  charms 
of  a  Flemiih  girl,  one  Ann  Nuitz,  daughter 
Qf  a  FlemiKh  merchant  iettled  at  Leghorue, 
made  £>  ftrong  an  imprelfiofi  upon  himt 

D  d  2 '  that 
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that  he  dedicated  his  whole  time  to  her; 
uor  did  he  feem  to  live,  uulefs  in  her  pre- 
leuce.  His  aiiiduities  at  length  gained  a 
teciprocal  aitcdlion.  Among  the  periuiis  to 
ivhofe  care  Van  Bei^nnel  had  been  entrufted 
upon  his  arrival  in  Italy,  was  one  Sig. 
Damianiy  who,  obfervuig  that  the  young 
man  applied  himfelf  very  little  to  mercantile 
affairs,  bat,  on  the  contrary,  Ipent  alaioil 

all  his  time  hi  attendance  upon  a  girf, 
thought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  uncle 
with  the  fituation  of  things.  The  uncle 
immediately  ient  an  order  for  his  return 
from  Legliorne  by  the  next  Ihip*  You  may 
imagine  what  dillreis  the  two  lovers  felt  at 
thefe  news,  but  as  they  were  fitting  toge- 
ther drowned  in  tears^  and  lamenting  their 
impendent  feparation,  a  friend  of  theirs, 
by  name  Vanberti,  a  phyfician  at  I^ghorne, 
entered  the  room.  After  being  informed  of 
the  caufe  of  their  grief,  he  invented  the 
foilovvhig  expedient  to  reheve  it«  He  agreed 
to  write  to  Van  Beunners  uncle  that  his 

nephew 
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nephew  was  in  a  bad  ftate  of  heallii»  and 
that  he  could  not  pofUbly  fet  ont  lb  foon  for 
Uoiiand  as  he  was  ordered*  '  ^ 

« 

This  cxcufc  fcrvcd  during  fome  tunc,  aiiJ 
the  old  man  confeaied  to  let  his  nephew* 
remain  a  little  longer  at  Leghorne.   A  let*- 
ter,  .however,  at  length  came  from  DamianL 
to  the  uadlcy  in  which  he  iauocentiy  in- 
formed him. that  his  nephew  was  iu  very, 
good  health.    Upon  this  the  unclg  wrote  a 
fecond  time,  informing  his  nephew  how 
di0atisfi^d  he  was  with  his  proceedings^ 
and  enjoining  him  in  the  ftrideft  manner  to 
let  out  for  Holland  by  the  firft  oppoftanity/ 
Upon  the  receipt  of  fo  peremptory  a  lutn- 
mons,  Van  Beunn^l  faw  no  r^nKpdy  but 
obedience,  and  accorduigly  prepared  every 
thing  for  his  voyage.    Among  other  prefents 
he  gave  a  hae  diamond  necklace  to  his  dear 
Nancy,  who  gii  her  part  was  aUvjiys  accuf- 
ing  him  of  want  of  love,  and  telling  hln^ 
ihp  flipuld  never  be  able  to  outlive  bis  de-r 

Pd^  parturct 
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partuie.   At  length  the  £ital  moraing 

their  ieparadon  came.  The  wind  fat  fair. 
The  failors  were  ex|>ediiig  their  paiibager 
on  board.  But  he  was  now  no  more,  and 
Ann  Nultz  was  in  a  fituation  little  dixTcrent. 
The  het  was  as  follows.  The  morniog  of 
the  ihlp^s  departure,  Van  Beuonel  invked 
all  his  friends  to  his  Nancy's  lodgings  to 
drink  chocolate,  and  be  witueiles  of  their 
Jafl  farewell.  Chocolate  over,  and  the  hour 
pf  their  feparation  arrived,  he  rofe  from  his 
feat  and  went  towards  the  window,  to  which 
his  Nancy  had  retired  to  hide  her  tears  from 
the  company.  He  took  her  by  the  hand, 
and  told  her  that  he  was  reiolved  never  to 
part  from  her.  which  proteftation  ihe  an, 

r 

fwered  cotjucttifhly  by  faying,  **  (he  did  not 
believe  any  of  his  proniifes."  Upon  which 
the  poor  youth,  putting  his  hand  nimbly 
into  his  pocket,  pulled  out  a  piftol,  which 
he  had  no  luoner  cocked  than  he  a|)plied  it 
to  his  head,  fired  it,  and  fell  down  dead  at 
her  feet.    Ann  Nuiti  was  fo  fliuck  at  this 

eyent^ 
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events  that  her  head  icnmediately  turned, 
and  ihe  remained  for  fome  years  out  ot  her 
fenfcs,  but  fhe  is  now,  they  fay,  pretty 
well  recovered^  the*  a  profound  melancholy 
ftUl  preys  upoa  her  frame*  She  continues 
to  Uve  at  li^horae. 


D  a  4 


L  E  r. 


4*4       LETTERS  FROM 


E  T  T  B  R  .  LXXVI, 

Florence,  half  an  hour  after  12  at  noopa 
Wedncfday^  Oaober  B,  1760. 

I  Arrived  here  the  day  before  yeflerday 
without  any  particular  acckLut.  As  we 
went  poft,  wc  got  Jiere  eafily  in  a  day,  tho* 
it  is  a  tolerable  journey  for  thcfc  countries, 
above  fifty  miles  I  think.  However,  by 
|iot  ilaying  very  Ipng  at  Piiioia,  where  1 
dined,  if  a  bit  of  bread  and  cheefe,  and  raw 
ham  (for  the  Italians  cat  it  undreffed,)  cai^ 
be  called  a  dinner,  I  got  here  in  naodcrate 
time*  As  it  was,  however,  an  hour  after 
dark,  the  gates  were  fliut,  all  but  two, 
which  are  left  .open  all  night,  to  oqe  of 
which,  namely,  i^orta  San  Gallo,  we  were 
obliged  to  go  round.  We  have  now  aq 
farther  trouble  with  Italian  clocks,  as  ali 
iu  the  grand  dukedom -of  Tfufcany  go  after 
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i)uf  manner.  There  aris.a  good  iumy  £uglifli 
here  at  prcfent,  forac  of  whom  I  am  exped-^ 
ing  every  minute  will  come  and  make  their 
vilit  of  ceremony ;  for  it  is  a  cuilona  efta- 
bli(hed  in  Italy  among  all  Eiiglifli  travellers, 
that  the  lafl  pomer  is  to  be  vilited  by  the 
reft. 

The  city  of  Florence  is  really  a  very 
peat  pretty  little  capital,  the  head  formerly 
pf  a  rcfpedable  republic,  till  the  ambitioa 
of  the  Medici  family  ciuuved  their  country, 
but  made  it  flourifli  with  the  polite  arts  and 
literature.    It  may  be  faid  of  them  as  of 
Auguftus,  that  their  family  ought  either 
pcver  to  have  reigned  or  never  to  become 
extind.    For  the  preiciit  emperor  does  not . 
iibem  to  have  much  a£te£tion  for  his  Italian 
fubjeds,  and  fevere  drafts  are  made  upon 
their  men  to  march  agaliili  die  king  of 
Pruffia,  a  war  they  have  nothing  to  do  with. 
What  muft  the  poor  people  think  at  aban- 
doning theie  tcrtile  vales^  for  the  black  and 

1-  ^ 
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hoftile  for^s  of  Germany  ?  In  the  mean 
time  ft  few  foreign  troops  are  ftationed  here 
to  keep  the  populace  in  iubjediout  which 
they  do  in  a  manner  as  harfii  as  their  lan- 
guage.   The  better  fort  of  iutruders  arc, 
indeedy  Lorenefe,  and  not  Germans;  for 
the  emperor  fiill  retains  a  predilection  for 
that  his  native  ftate^  tho*  political  reaibns. 
obliged  him  to  exchange  it  for  Tuicany, 
Hence  an  inundation  from  that  province  into 
thefe  happy  climes,   where  people,  wlio 
eame  with  nothing,  have  made  large  for* 
tunes.   The  following  ftory  is  told  of  the 
marquis  Buondelmonte,   As  he  was  fitting 
one  evening  at  a  cofiee-houfe  in  Leghorne^ 
a  beggar  addrefied  him  as  well  as  the  other 
gendciiicu  for  charity,    lie  at  hill:  refufed 
him^  but  the  man  periifting,  and  Buondel- 
monte  {)erceiving  he  was  a  foreigner,  alked 
him  what  nation  he  belonged  to.   He  had 
no  fooner  faid,  he  belonged  to  Ix>rraine9 
than  the  marquis,  in  a  hurry,  drew  out 
^is  purfe,  ^ave  hun  a  ihilling^  and  begged 

I'm 
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him  for  God's  fake  to  remember  and  aifift 
him  as  £x>n  as  he  got  a  place*  This  {ar<^ 
faille  ridicule  upcm  the  Lorenefe  ^&  beefi 
fpuph  cried  u|)  iu  Italy, 
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LETTER  LXXVII. 

Bibbiena,  3  o'clock  afteroooD^ 
Sunday^  October  12,  ijto. 

I  Yefterday  came  to  this  place  to  vifit  (bme 
old  acquaintance.  The  village  of  Bibbiena 
.  itfelf  is  very  ugly  and  good  for  nothing,  but 
the  country  about  it  is  pretty^  tho*  moun* 
tamous.  We  are  in  a  litttle  valley  in  the 
middle  of  the  Apciuiines.  Three  rivers,  the 
Ariio,  Archiano,  and  Corfalone,  almoft  hem 
us  in,  and  make  a  fort  of  peninfula  of  th^ 
rifing  ground  upon  which  we  are  iituated* 
I  fat  out  from  Florence  yeAerday  morning 
pretty  early  in  company  withafriend.  It  was 
;ibout  feven  o'clock  I  thiuk  when  we  mount-* 
cd  our  iiorics.  TLt  houfiugs  upon  that  w  liLcli 
belonged  to  my  companion  were  pompoufly 
laced  with  a  gold  colour  binding,  to  give  the 
idea  of  that  metal  without  its  expence.  My 
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flccd,  tbo'  not  cqiuilly  accoutred,  did  not 
appear  bad  for  a  hack.   In  this  mamier  wp 
Tallied  forth,  but  got  no  farther  than  the 
£agle  coffee  houfe  without  baiting.  After 
having  drunk  each  a  di(h  of  chocolate,  our 
liorfcs  were  remounted,  and  we  proceeded 
•  to  the  gates  of  the  city.    The  cuilom  houfe 
officers  let  us  pafs  very  obligingly,  tho* 
indeed  we  had  nothing  to  be  examined,  as 
my  things  had  been  fent  away  the  evening 
before  by  a  carrier.  The  country  from  PortU 
della  Croce,  or  Crofs  gate,  to  Eonte  a  Sieve 
is  tolerably  pleaiaut,  througli  a  plaiu  lichly 
planted  witb  vineyards  and  full  of  country 
houfes.   After  Ponte  a  Sieve  till  you  enter 
the  Cafeiitino,  the  valley  in  which  Bibbien^ 
is  fituated,  there  is  an  ugly,  barren,  horrid 
high  mountain  of  ten  miles  length  to  paff • 
At  the  very  pinnacle  ftood  the  inn  where  we 
were  to  dine,  juftly  called  the  Conluiua, 
As  the  (harpnefs  of  the  air  was  increafed  by 
the  height  of  the  mountain,  we  were  very 
glad  to  get  to  the  kitchen  fire  as  foon  as  we 

eu(ered 
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«ncex€d  the  hon&k   It  being  a  meager  daj 
we  got  nothing  but  e^^s,  cheefe  and  iallad 
to  eaty  which  ill  correiponded  with  our  keea 
ap|)etltes,  but  travellers  muft,  you  know,  hm^ 
contented  with  what  they  find*   The  coun* 
try  was  pleafant  from  the  time  we  had  ones 
defcended  the  mountaia,  and  were  arrived 
into  the  valley  of  Caientino^  called  Clulea« 
tinum  by  the  ancients^  on  account  of  its 
bemg  Ihut  in  by  mountains.    We  left  Poppi 
upon  our  right  hand,  a  little  town  (ituated 
upon  au  eminence  about  three  miles  from 
Bibbiena^  where  we  at  laft  arrived,  tho*  my 
horie*8  faiUng,  notwithdanding  his  good 
appearance,  had  made  us  rathef  later  than  I 
had  imagined.   Som«  remains  of  light  ilill 
llreaked  the  weft,  when  we  were  mounthig 
the  ihort  but  fteep  afcent  which  leads  up  to 
Bibbiena,  where  a  hofpitable  roof  foon  Ihei- 
tered  us  from  the  darknefs  of  the  night. 


LET- 


Digitized  by  Google 


ITALY,   GERMANY,   tec*  431 


.    LETTER  JLXXVHI, 

Bibbicfia,  5  o'clock  afternooOi^ 
Sunday,  OAober  1760* 

I  Am  jull  returned  from  a  little  ride 
horfeback,  as  my  friend  is  lb  good  to  lend 
me  the  pompous  fieed  Mrith  gold  colour  laced 
houfings  he  is  ib  proud  of.  The  country 
round  about  is  very  pleafant,  tho*  as  i  havo 
already  told  you  mouotaiuous.  Siiius  Itali* 
cus  calls  thefe  hills, 

fioifenmi  coelo  raiftwt  cipvt  AncwiimMi, 

which  is  extremely  jufi,  not  only  from  the 
timber  which  cloaths  them  to  the  top,  but 
the  hazluefs  which  reigns  there  and  makes 
the  line  in&nlible  where  the  mountains  end 
aad  the  heavens  begin. 


I  have 
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I  have  been  looking  into  Livy,  Poiybius^ 
and  other  authors,  tp  fee  if  I  could  trace 
out  Haiiiiibars  march  over  the  Apenuiiies^ 
I  think  fome  veftlges  of  it  may  be  tolerably 
well  afcertained,  but  more  of  that  when  I 
fhall  return  from  Perugia,  where  I  am  think^ 
ing  of  goixig  la  a  few  days,  and  which  is 
fituated  upon  the  Thralymcne  lake,  now 
called  the  lake  of  Perugia.  It  was  here  that 
Hannibal  defeated  Flaminms  the  Roman 
conful,  who  had  a  great  part  of  his  troops 
cut  off  and  loft  his  own  life  by  over  baftinefs. 

#  * 

■ 

I  ihall  leave  Bibbiena  upon  the  tenth  of 
next  montli  to  go  to  Florence,  where  i  hope 
to  find  the  letters  I  expeft,  for  the  greater 

convenience  of  my  Sicilian  expedition* 

•  * 
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I*   E  *I*  T  £  R  LXXIX. 


BOUT  aft  hour  and  a  half  ago  I 
returned  from  the  Alverna,  a  high  mountain, 
the  fummit  of  which  is  about  five  miles  oH; 
where  St,  Francis  is  faid  to  have  perform* 
td  his  penances^  and  received  the  facred 
ibgrnata^  which,  I  believe^  if  you  have  a 
mind  to  uaderiland,  I  mull  explain  to  you. 
As  he  was  praying  one  day  upon  the  top 
of  thi^  mountaini  under  a  beech  tree,  which 
grow  ia  great  plenty  upon  the  very  pinnacle 
of  it,  our  Saviour  appeared  in  the  heavens, 

* 

which  opened,  and  difcovered  him  fur- 
rounded  with  rays  and  glory,  St.  Francis 
bad  eameftiy  deiired  to  be  pennitted  to  feel 
the  pains  of  his  paiiion.  Our  Saviour  now 
told  him,  that  if. he  pleafed, •  he  was  come 
Vol.  IL  Be  to 

# 


Bibbieaai  quarter  afier  .8  at  night, 

Wcdneiclay,  Odubci  22, 
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to  inflid  them  i:^pon  him.    Which  the  faiat 
having  defired,    he  immediately   felt  hi^ 
hands,  feet  and  fide  wouiided  iu  the  fame 
manner  as  thoie  of  our  Saviour  were.  He 
felt  inexpreliible  pain,  efpecially  at  his  fide ; 
the  wound  of  which  penetrated  quite  to  his 
heart,  without,  however,  killing  him,  lis 
this  was  all  miracle.    The  torture  he  under- 
went made  him  iaint,  in  which  condition 
he  was  found  by  father  Lion,  a  friar,  who 
had  accompanied  hiiii  in  his  retirciaent  to 
this   horrid  mountain,   where  fuperftition 
fits  enthroned  amidft  the  moft  craggy  rocks 
mortal  eye  ever  beheld*    I  am  juft  called  td 
fupper,  fo  that  1  will  wilh  you  good  nighty 
and  take  my  leave  of  you  till  tomorrow* 

♦ 


Bibblena,  half  an  hour  after  3  0*clock  in  ^ 
afternoon,  Thurfday,  O^ober  23. 

l.fat  out  then  as  1  already  told  you  yefter- 

day  morning  to  go  up  to  the  Alverna.  We 

had 
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liad  two  men  on  foot  with  us  to  take  care 
of  the  horfesi  as  we  were  four  in  company. 
Nothing  happened  remarkable  in  our  getting 
up  the  mountain.  We  were  obliged^  indeed, 
to  go  very  flow  upon  account  of  the  fteep- 
nefs  of  the  afcent^  as  well  as  of  the  badnefs 
and  rockuiefs  of  the  roads.  Upon  our 
arrival  at  the  convent  of  St.  Fiancls,  the 
^5  rft  thing  I  did  was,  to  find  out  the  father 
apothecary,  for  whom  I  had  a  letter.  You 
may  think  it  perhaps  rather  beneath  a  friar 
to  exercife  the  art  of  apothecary,  but  you 
inuil  know,  when  they  have  monaileries  in 
fuch  defert  places,  they  generally  make 
every  friar  they  admit,  follow  the  profeflion 
lic  uijd  to  pradice  before  he  abandoned  the 
world.  For  example,  at  the  Alvcrna,  they 
have  carpenters,  taylors,  clothiers,  and  all 
other  trades.  In  ihort,  they  do  every  thing 
quite  among  tliemfelves,  nor  have  tliey  any 
revenue  but  their  own  labor  and  begghig, 
*I'liey  receive,  indeed,  the  charitable  alms  of 
thofe  who  vilit  the  the  cou\v.iit,  but  a  friar 

E  c  a  who 
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who  attended  me^  was  offended  whcii  2 
offered  them  to  him  m  perfbn ;  however^ 
he  called  the  treafurer,  a  laymdo,  who  tock 
the  moaejr.  They  have  betides  eight  bro* 
thers  coutiaually  roaming  about  the  country 
with  facks  upon  their  backs,  who,  from 
time  to  time^  bring  home  the  provifion  they 
collect.  From  thefe  fcanty  means  they  en* 
tertain  every  perfon  who  viiits  them^  and^ 
indeed^  better  than  could  be  imagined  in  lb 
defert  a  place. 


LET- 
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Bibbicna,  half  hour  after  1 1  in  the  morningi 
MonJay,  Oftobcr  27,  1760. 

To  continue  my  joujraey  to  the  Alvcrna. 

I  was  looking  you  know  for  the  father  apo? 
fhecary  la  .the  convent.  We  tbund  hinif 
Ht  was  fo  ill  with  the  gout  he  could  hardly 
inove^  I  gave  him  the  letter  I  had  brought 
for  him.  Without  opening  it  he  aiked  us 
^hat  we  did  tbercy  and  how  we  came  to 
rater  the  convent  wichout  being  accom- 
panied by  the  father  who  was  porter,  Or 
having  kfive  from  the  father  who  was  guar- 
dian qr  prior.  It  llcais  it  is  the  guftom  of 
(bis  ipciety  that  not  even  men  can  enter 
ibeir  walls  without  the  proper  licen(e« 
We  begged  pardon  for  the  error  we  had 
connnittedt  afcribing  it  with  truth  to  our 
jj^ngrance  of  the  rules  of  the  place.  At 
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length  we  were  forgiven,  the  guardian 
was  fcut  for,  due  licciifes  weic  granted  us^ 
a  dinner  was  ordered  to  be  prepared,  and 
we  were  given  a  loora,  the'  out  of  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  Convent  upon  account  of  our 
having  ladies  ia  company.  Thcfe  friars 
have  rooms  on  purpofe,  out  of  the  preciu^ 

■ 

of  the  cloilter,   for  the  reception  of  the  i 
fair  fex,  when  they  fcrambk  up  thcfe  preci- 
pices.   They  I'^litcd  us  a  mighty  fire,  a  j 
thing  not  a  little  requifite,  confidering  the  ; 
high  mountain  upon  the  fummit  of  which  I 
we  ftood.   After  having  fufficiently  warmed  | 
ourfelves  we  went  and  ftrolled  about  the 
•church  and  other  places  where  ladies  were 
perrnltted  to  go,  aiiu  among  others  to  a  Ipo.t 
where  the  Devil  and  St.  Francis  had  a  battle 
together,  in  which  the  former  was  overr 
come,  tho'  he  behaved  with  th^  moft  con- 
fummate  courage.    In  the  midft  of  the  com- 
bat,  he  took  St.  Francis  up  in  his  arms,  and 
dalhcd  him  againft  a  large  rock,  but  alas  ! 
i^  vain,  for  the  f(on^s  on  which  he  fell 

became 
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became  as  fbfl  as  a  feather,  bed,  and  the 
impreflion  of  his  body  upon  them  is  vifible 
to  tills  day»  At  length  the  friars  having 
iiuormed  us  that  dinner  was  upon  table,  we  , 
returned  to  our  room,  and  lat  ourfelves" 
down  to  eat  it.  The  appthccary  and  guar- 
dian gav£  us  their  company  during  the  timc^ 
Not  that  they  fat  down  with  us  at  the  table, 
but  remained  by  the  fire  fide.  Other  friars 
waited  upon  us.  I  do  not  think  our  dinner 
was  remarkably  good,  but  the  fubtlc  air  we 
then  breathed  fo  near  heaven  gave  us  a  re- 
iuaikablc  appetite.  Our  food  confiflLJ  hi 
-  fbme  macaroni,  raw  ham,  boiled  beef,  or 
iouilli^  and  fome  other  ftewed  diihes  of  I  do 
not  know  what,  except  that  among  them 
there  was  a  dilh  of  ravioli,  or  cheele  made 
into  a  pudding.  They  finiflied  with  a  deiert 
•of  bad  fruit,  nothing  of  that  fort  growing 
on  the  bleak  mountain  of  the  Alverna. . 
Dinner  over^  we  chatted  the  due  time  after 
}t,  and  then  faliicd  out  to  fee  the  proceiCorl 
ihe  friars  a^ake  every  afternoon  at  vefpars,  • 

E  e  4  Three 
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Three  o'clock  afienioof|. 

WE  went  to  the  chapel  of  the  Stigmata, 
fuppofed  to  be  built  in  the  very  place  where 
St«  Francis  received  them.    Here  we  bad 
not  waited  long  before  hoarfe-ibundiDg  voices 
chaunting  at  21  diftange  told  us^  the  friars  wecf 
coming  thitiier  \n  their  daUy  proceiiioa.  The 
voices  approached  nearer  and  nearer.  The 
cloifters  through  wliich  they  were  pafluig 
rang  with  ora  pyo  ncJ?ls  added  to  the  name  of 
I  do  not  know  how  many  faints*  no|  forget* 
ting  the  Virgin  Mary.   At  laft  the  enfign^ 
Qt  the  proceiiion  began  to  appear,  The  roar* 
ing  prieAs  followed  (hem*    Lail  of  all  caniq. 
the  guardian  alone,  the  others  went  by  pairs, 
A%  fppn  as  they  ba4  entered  the  chapel  we 
tbUowed  tbpiTiy  for  we  bad  ilayed  out  in  a 
Uttle  ante-chapel  tiU  they  pafled  by.  Tbe|r. 
fervicc  is  iblemo,  and  tb^ir  ^dio^i  and  fmg^ng 
render  it  ilill  more  fo,    H^f  4  dozen  times 
with  a  deep  note  they  chaunt  out  the  woird 
,hic,  ancl  at  the  fanie*  ti^ie  point  out  their 

bandit 
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l^auds  to  a  ilooe  in  the  middle  of  the  chapel^ 
/uppokd  to  he  the  identical  fpot  where  St- 
Francis  received  his  ftigtnata,  and  where  the 
beech  tree  I  fpoke  X6  you  of  in  my  lad 
p^per,  formerly  grew.  They  then  all  touch* 
th^  ground  with  their  bare  heads,  and 
extended  their  arms  in  the  manner  Sc.  Fraa^ 
pis  is  fuppofed  p  have  held  out  his^  when 
he  received  the  facred  imprciilons.  They 
remained  fome  minutes  }U  this  pofture  and 
in  a  univerial  f4ence»  after  which  tjicy  got 
up  bellowingi  and  walked  put  as  they  carne 
in. 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  theic  i:>  ua  Image  of 
St.  FiiUicio  In  the  antc-chapel,  to  which  they 
all  turn  about  as  they  pafs,  ftop  a  little, 
pake  a  reverend  bow,  and  then  proceed, 
continuing  their  yocifcfatiou  of  ora  fro  nobis 
Ice.  all  tlie  time. 


LET. 
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filbbiena,  ^oVlock,  afternoon, 
Wcdneiciay,  Qd.  29,  1760. 

F  T  E  R  I  and  the  reft  of  the  com«f 
pany  had  feeii  thp  good  ffiars  evening 
fcrvice  and  proceffion,  we  were  accompanied 
by  another  of  the  ^onfratcniity,  whp  wa^ 
fp  fticw  us  eyery  thujg  that  wa^  remarkably 
in  the  place.  We  were  firft  conduced  iq 
fee  the  rellques.  Having  placed  ourfelves 
properly  upon  our  knees,  the  cabinei,  where 
they  were  prelervedj,  was  opened.  The 
friar»  with  a  wai^d,  pointed  us  out  every 
filing  juft  as  the  won;an  at  the  wax- work 
ill  FkctrStreet  daes,  and  with  much  the 
fame  tone  of  voice.  **  This,  gentlemen  and 
ladies,  fays  he,  is  the  arm  of  fuch  a  faint^ 
this  is  the  leg  0/  fqch  another.  Thi§, 
gentlemen,  is  one  of  the  prickles  of  the 

crowu 
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crown  of  thorns  our  Saviour  wore,  upon 

his  head.  This,'  gentlemen,  is  a  piece  of 
« 

wood  of  the  crofs,  upon  which  he  was  cru- 
cified."   Many  other  things  of  the  fame 
kind  were  named,  but  we  faw  nothing, 
except  the  cafes  in  which  they  were  laid  to 
be  contained  j   for  I  believe   the  reUcjucs 
themfelves  are  never  expofed  to  public  view, 
but  upon  very  particular  pccafions.  How- 
ever, the  principal  curiofity  we  were  Ihewii 
in  the  church,  and  which  was  kept  upon 
an  altar  by  itfclf,  was  what  follows.  A 
couple  of  \vax  caudles  were  oljligeu  to  be 
lighted  up  to  fhew  due  honor  to  its  appear- 
ance,  notwithftanding  the  fun  illuminated 
us  with  his  rays.     But  there  are  certain 
remains  of  particular  value,  as  ^ell  as  the 
fapramcnted  wafer  or  body  of  our  Saviour^ 
,  which  never  are  difplayed  without  a  due 
number  of  lights  attending  them.  Indecil, 
the  facrament  or  hoft  is  never  locked  up  in 
any  of  the  altars  of  the  churches,  or  any 
p^her  place,  without  a  dim  lamp  continually 

burning^ 
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|>uraing  before  it*    But  to  retura  tp  the 
|;ood  friar^  who  wa^  decUiming  to  u$  in  the 
|bllowln^  manner.        This,  gentlemen,*^ 
fays  he,     and  behold  it  with  venerationy 
is  (be  (rue  portrait  of  our  Sayioun  , 
The  .king  of  l^gd^ttk  being  deiirous  o| 
having  the  true  reprefbntacion  of  his 
^*  divine  cpuutcuaace|  lent  various  linuiers 
•f  to  him  iatp  the  hqly  lajid  to  paint  hi^ 
pifture.   Our  Sayiour,  at  this  king's  dc* 
fire,  was  fo  good  to  fit  very  often  tq  the 
limners,   Biit  thp*  they  all  tried,  they 
f  could  neyer  draw  any  thing  like  him, 
y  They  cx>uld  never,  geiitleincn||"  continue^ 
,fhe  friar,  "  exprefs  the  majefty,  and  at  the 
^*  fame  time  ^hc  complacency  which  reigned 
^-  in  hU  diyine  features.    But  our  Saviqur, 
at  lail:,  taking  compaiiifu^  of  their  confu? 
iion,  deiired  oi^c  of  them  to  give  him 
^*  the  canyas,  upon  which  h^  was  going 
to  hegln  a  frefli  attempt.    Our  Saviour, 
-**  gentlemen,  then  prciled  it  ta  hio  heav  enly 
1^  cpuuteuance,  when  1q  I  upon  hi$,  returning| 

.  it, 
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it,  an  exaft  and  lively  portrait  of  himfclf 
remained  imprefled  thereon^  and^  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  want  of  life  and 
*^  motion,  the  copy  would  have  been  hardly 
diftinguifliable  from  the  orlginaL"  Now 
the  friar  told  us  this  Authentic  original  was 
at  Vienna,  and  that  what  he  was  then 
ihewing  MSf  was  an  estcellent  copy  done  by 
one  of  the  beil  mailers,  and  given  the  friars 
at  the  Alverna  by  count  iometliing.    1  do 
not  know  whether  he  did  not  add,  that  this 
was  the  only  copy  fium  the  original  at 
Vienna  ever  permitted  to  be  taken.  After 
we  had  fufficiently  contemplated  it,  we  went 
to  fee  a  great  many  other  fine  things,  and 
the  place  where  St*  Francis  nfed  to  lie.    It  • 
was  a  bed  of  iron  amidft  impending  craggy 
precipices,,  that  deprive  the  fun  and  aimoil 
any  light  from  entrance.    Indeed,  the  whole 
top  of  the  mountain  is  a  moil  romantic 
place.    The  friars  tdl  you  it  was  one  of 
thofe  that  were  itnt  at  the  crucifixion  of 
our  Saviour.    Whether  it  was  fb  or  not,  I 
1  can 
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tail  lioL  fay,  but  uuJuubteU  it  is,  the  roct:^ 
are  torn  and  fplit  about  in  a  remarkabi>l^ 
manner,  and,  as  a  raft  number  of  trees  grovCr 
tp  and  down  difperfed  among  them,  and 
iprihgliig  from  the  cavities,  the  view  is 
every  where  horrid  and  groteique,  Wt 
were  (hewu  feveral  other  things,  and  among 
the  reft  an  antimonial  pill,  which  had  purg- 
ed, and  contiiiucs  to  pur^c,  all  the  iuvalids 
the  convent  by  recovering  it  from  thi 
fceees.  But  I  believe  you  are  content  with 
what  yod  have  feen  already,  sind  I  ihall 
therefore  bring  you  to  the  end  of  my  journey 
>  and  paper  together^ 


LET- 
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Bibbiena,  9  o'clock,  morning, 
Thurfday,  Nov.  6^  1760. 

I  Will  give  you  the  tranflation  of  a  letter^ 
which  the  fiiar  who  is  aputaccaiy  at  the 
Alvcraa,  has  fent  to  my  friend  in  anfwer  to 

the  letter  he  gave  me  for  him. 
< 

I  a 

AWcmaj  OAober  23^  1760* 

"  Moft  excellent  fignior  dodor^ 

**  I  recdved  yefterday  the  favor  of  your 

**  moft  efteemed  letter  from  the  £ngli(h 

cavalier^  and  I  immediately  fent  to  the 
« 

^'  guardian  to  receive  him  well,  as  he  did. 

Me  and  he  tried  to  receive  him  as  well 
•*  as  pollible.    I  niyfclf,  notwithftaiiding  my 

gout,  brought  him  a  drafn,  a  plate  of 
"  ravioli,  and  the  fruit.     Whether  the 

above  mentioned  cavalier  remained  con- 
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tent,  1  know  not*  We  did  what  wc  could 
"  to  fcrve  he^  as  well  as  your  moft  exc^ciil 

4 

figiuorflu|>4   I  beg  you  would  falute  \^im 
from  me,  and  if  in  zxiy  thing  I  am  able  to 
ienre  you^  honor  me^  I  beg  you^  with 
'  your  moOi  efteemed  commands ;  and  fa«» 
luting  you  with  all  fulnefs  of  efteem  and 
leiped,  1  do  myfelf  the  honor  of  fub* 
fcribing  myfelf^ 
Your  mod  excellent  figniorlhip's 
mod  humble  and  obliged  fervaiitt 
"  Father  Thomas  dell*Aneiolina-** 

I  think  this  letter  may  give  you  a  better 
idea  of  tiie  jperfoa  who  wrote  it,  than  any 
thing  elfe  I  could  fay  about  him*  Laft 
Friday  I  went  to  Caftel*foc(^ano  to  dine 
with  the  PoteAJi  and  Poteftefia,  or  mayor 
and  mayor^is,  if  the  heads  of  fuch  a  little 
place  can  be  called  by  that  name,  but  the 
Italian  word  is  certainly  very  ancient,  ftwr 
1  find  it  in  Juvenal, 


<« 
ii 

•c 


Gulwonmirrwi,  Foulla% 
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by  which  I  prefume  he  meant  the  fame 
office.  We  had  diiiicuity  iu  paiimg  the 
Corloione^  which  the  late  rains  have  much 
fwellcd ;  for  tliclc  torrcnto  are  formidable 
in  winter,  tho'  in  fummer  they  have  hardly 
any  water  in  them.  The  Arno  was  likewiie 
much  increafedy  but  we  paiTed  it  over  a 
bridge,  of  which,  however,  there  is  a  great 
icarcjty  in  this  country,  tho*  I  do  not  won- 
der at  it,  as  it  is  difficult  to  ereft  any  thing 
of  (lone  that  can  withftand  the  impetuolity 
of  melted  fnows  gufhing  from  the  moun«» 
tains.  Three  bridges  were  carried  away  by 
thefe  winter  floods.  The  prefent  deplorable 
.  fituation  of  Tufcany  will  not  much  encou- 
rage improvements.  Tho'  one  of  the  finef): 
countries,  perhaps,  in  the  world,  yet  what 
avail  the  bounties  prodigal  nature  has  be- 
(lowed  upon  it,  if  amidil  her  fmiles,  as 
Addifon  fays,  the  unhappy  countryman  dies 
for  want  ?  The  iate  recruits  for  the  German 
wars,  too  forcibly  raifed  throughout  the  flute, 
have  obliged  the  young  fellows,  unwilling 

Vot.  W  F  f  to 


4io      LETTERS  FROM 

to  iacriiice  tlieir  lives  againft  the  luug  of 
Pruffia,  to  flj  into  the  ccclefiaftical  domiiiionsj 
and  other  places*  Tlicy  fay  th,ey  arc  in 
great  number^  who  chooic  father  to  ixk 
their  fortunes  in  foreign  climes,  than  fubmk 
to  the  rigid  laws  of  their  own  couatry. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Caftel-fijcognano,  wc 
tvere  admitted  into  a  ftraggling  houfe,  the 
fefidence  of  our  friends,  who  gave  ,iis  a 
dinner,  which  being  more  agreeable  in  the 
eating  than  del4:ribingt  lhall  pais  <>ver« 
We  had  no  company  except  the  mafter  and 
miftreis^  and  their  clerk,  fo  that  ax'ter  haviijg 
warmed  ourfelves  a  little  after  dinner  by  the 
fire-'iide,  and  drank  cofiee,  we  remounted 
our  horfeSf  and  returned  attended  part  of 
the  way  by  our  hofts*  The  reft  we  made 
longer  by  gomg  a  fecret  road,  as  the  medical 
profelfion  of  my  companion  made  him  afraid 
of  bebg  peftered  by  the  country  people^ 
who  would  have  dragged  him  into  all  their 
houles  to  fee  their  indiipofed  relations.  This 
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hiight  be  contrary  to  charity,  but  it  was 
Very  agreeable  to  our  time,  or  othcrwife  we 
iriuft  have  pafled  tbe  roaring  Corfalode  in  the' 
dark.  I  think,,  indeed,  this  aUtumn  has  been 
a  very  fickly  time  in  Italy,  and  moil  of  the 
young  children  in  thefe  parts  are  at  prefent 
laboring  under  the  fuiall  pox,  tho'  it  Is  by^. 

no  meads  fo  dangerous  as  whh  us,  nor  do 
they  keep  them  fo  clofe  and  warm.  One 

of  my  landlord's  children  was  carried  about 

in  his  nurfe's  arms  with  the  fmallpox  full  out 
ujponhim* 


■ 
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Florence,  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
Fridayi  Nov*  14,  1760. 

Yesterday  we  bad  the  news  of 

the  king's  death  by  a  courier  to  our  relideut 
litiic.  I  fat  out  laft  Monday  from  Bibblena 
fpr  this  plaqu  I  had  a  very  wet  and  dif- 
ilgreeablc  jotiniey,  and  it  was  long  after  dark 
before  I  reached  the  gates  of  Florence.  I 
was  glad  to  fee  the  triutnplial  arch  at  that 
of  St.  Gailo,  ereded  when  the  prefent  empe- 
i  ror  came  iato  Tulcany  with  his  coafort, 

who  were  then  only  grand  duke  and  dnt- 
chefs  of  this  province.  Alas !  poor  Tuicanj, 
fure  no  greater  misfortune  could  ever  have 
befallen  thee,  after  the  lofs  oi  thy  liberty^ 
than  the  extindion  of  the  family  of  thy  na- 
live  grand  dukes.  I  believe  this  country 
would  (HU  have  been  much  happier  if  it  had 

2  remained 
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remained  /in  the  baads  of  the  Spaniards,  . 
(upon  whom  it*  was  fettled  at  the  death  of 
Jphn  Gailone  the  lail.  graud  duke  of  tiie 
Medici  family,)  than  to  become  as  it  now  is 
an  appendage  to  the  emplie  of  Germauy. 
There  would  have  been  nu>re  eliauce  iui 
ibme  ion  of  Spain  to  have  come  and  ruled 
it  in  peribn,  than  there  is  at  prefent  tor  any 
of  the  emperor's  family**  •  Don  Carlos 
the  third,  the  prefent  king  of  Spain,  wag 
appointed  by  the  treaty  of  Seville  1729, 
fuccellbr  to  John  Gaflone  in  the  grand  dut- 
chy  of  Tuleauy,  as  like  wife  to  the  ftates  of 
his  mother,  Parma  ax^d  Placentia«  Accord«* 
ingly  he  and  ibme  thoufands  of  Spaniards, 
tsicorted  by  a  fleet  from  England  as  gua* 
rantee  to  the  treaty,  landed  at  L<cghorue 
before  the  death  of  that  prince,  wlio  they 
fay  was  very  fond  of  his  little  Charley,  as  he 
ufed  to  call  Don  Carlo*,  at  that  time  oiily 
infant  of  Spain,  with  very  little  profped  of 

*  It  is  now  fettled  upon  the  preient  emperor *s  younger 
brother*  *  - 

F  f  3  ever 
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ever  eomlng  to  the  crown  of  that  kir  gc^oQi^ 
War  ia  the  mean  time  bpeaking  out  between 

the  Spwiards  and  Auilrians,  Italy  became 
th^  theatre  of  it,  when  the  ^rmer  overran 
the  kiagdom;>  of  3'^^!/  ^i^^  Naples,  and  em 
tirely  deprived  the  Auftriaas  of  them.  A 
peace  was  made  by  the  intermediation  of 
the  French,  in  which  E>on  Carlos^  vnth  the 
conient  of  hi^  father  Philip  tht  fifth,  ^ave 
up  Tufcany  to  the  Auflrians,  m  fieu  of 
which  he  was  crpwned  king  of  the^  two 
Sicilies,  conquered  by  the  Spaaiih  arms^ 
Thcfc  jarring  powers,  however,  could  not 
long  remain  in  peace,  and  the  war-  broke 
put  again  about  fifteen  years  a^Ot  Thf 
queen  of  Hungary^  as  much  hurt  with  the 
lpl;9  of  Naples  as  with  the  Pruihan  cout 
qucit  of  Sileila,  lent  an  army  into  Italy 
under  Piiiicc  Lobcowitz  to  reconquer  it, 
The  new  kiog  advanced  as  fix  as  Veletri 
in  the  Pope's  fiate  to  hinder  the  approach* 
ing  invaiion*  He  fucceeded^  tho'  he  wa$ 
nearly  taken  \a  an  attempt  made  to  fur? 

|>rac 

Digitized  by  Google 


ITALY,   GERMANY,   &c.  45^ 

fiirprize  that  city.  The  Germans  were  ob^^ 
liged  to  retire,  aod  the  war  was  carried  on 
with  various  fuccefs  in  the  north  of  Italy* 
The  end  of  it,  particularly  with  regard  to 
Tufcanyi  was  as  follows.  Fiaiii:is,  then 
Duke  of  Lorraine,  was  married  to  the  queen 
of  Hungary.  He  refigned  Lorrtfdne  to  Sta«> 
niflaus,  titular  king  of  Poland,  with  the  re- 
verfion  of  it  to  the  French  after  his  death, 
and  inftead  of  this  province  the  fole  right 
and  polTellion  of  Tufcany  was  confirmed 
to  him  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle» 
The  queeu  uii  her  part  rt^linquilhed  all  right 
pvcr  Silcfia  and  Naples,  and  her  hufband 
was  made  emperor  u{>on  the  death  of  tho' 
deftor  of  Bavaria.  Thus  was  every  thii^^ 
^ettled  in  its  prefent  Aat^, 

I  will  conclude  my  paper  with  a  beau- 
tiful epigram,  wruti^u  by  an  Italian  fome 
years  ago  upon  the  miferable  ftatc  of  Italy, 
with  different  natiotis  lighting  who  Ihall 
poflefs  her,  while  (he  is  unable  to  refift  any 

F  f  4  of 
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of  them.  Tht  author*s  name  is  Fiiicaia» 
who  !  think  was  a  (enator  of  Florence. 

Italk    Italia !  a  cui  die  il  £ito 

Bono  infclice  di  bellczza,  ond'  hai 
Fuoefia  dote  d'infiniti  guai 

1^,         Cbe  in  i&onte  fcritti  per  tu^  doglia  porte^ 

♦  -  . 

Deh !  ioUc  tu  men  bcUa  o  alqbca.pm  ^arte» 
Oode affiu  pii^  ti  paveotaflct  aafl^ 

T'amalTc  men,  chi  del  tuo  bcUo  ai  rai 

•  '  ,  • 

Fai*  cfae  fi  {trugg%  e  pur  ti  sfida  a  niorte. 
*  Oh  i  Iu]y»  Oh  I  Italy, .  thm  to  whom  natvm 

has  granted  the  unhappy  gift  of  beauty,  from  whence 
%oa  derived  the  melancholy  fruit  of  thofe  endleft 
v^oes,  which  to  thy  forrow  thou  beartft  engraven  upon 
thy  browr.  Oh  t  that  heaTcn  had  crowned  thee  wrdi 
leik  beauty»  or  at  ieait  had  bcftowed  greater  drcogti^ 
upon  thee,  that  tho(e  who  pining  for  thy  irradiating 
charms*  yet  challenging  thee  to  deadly  combat,  might 
love  thee  left,  or  at  (eaft  i-edoubt  thee  more.  Then 
fliouid  not  I  behold  torrents  of  foldiera 
the  Alps,  nor  Gallic  herds  drinking  tiic  waters  of  the 
Po  ftained  with  thy  blood.  Then  fhould  |  not  behold 
diee,  alas !  gTrted  with  others'  fwoffdi,  and  fighting 
with  the  arm  of  ftrangers,  to  be  always  a  ibve^  whcv 
thcr  thou  art  th^  conqueror  o|:  thf  pon^uered* 

Che 
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Che  or      dall*  Alpi  io  non  vedrei  torrenii        ^  . 
Sceodere  d'armatiy  e  del  tuo  iaoguc  tinta 
Bever  Fonda  del  Po  QaUid  annenti, 

Ne  ti  del  non  too  fern  cinta 
Pugpar  ooi  bnu:do  di  ftnmiere  gffiiti. 
Per  Ibrvir  iempre  o  vincitrice  o  vinta. 

There  are  likewife  fome  verfes  faid  to  be 
made  extempore  by  Michael  Angelo  upon 
the  fame  fubjed,  the  idea  of  which  is  iar 
from  iaelegant.  He  had  carved  a  datue  of 
night  for  the  facility  of  the  church  of  St. 
Lorenzo  in  this  place.  A  friend  of  his 
iFirrote  the  following  verfes  underneath  it* 

La  Notte  che  tn  vcdt  in  fi  dotci  atd 

Donnir,  fij  da  un  angiolo  icolpita 

In  qneib  hSRh^  t  perche  donney  ha  vita. 

Delia  la  ic  iiu'l  credi,  e  parlera  ti* 

To  which  flattering  commendatloa  MIcliael 
Angelo  U  reported  to  have  written  the  fol- 
lowing 

•  Behold  how  fwcetly  the  Goddefs  Night  rcpofcs ! 

^^tg^i  engraved  her  from  this  fionc*  See  (he  fleeps, 

ihe 


I 
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lowing  aiiiwer,  fuppoling  the  6gure  of  night 
to  fpeak  thus, 

Gnito  *  du  e  'HcmDO,  «  piA  I'cfler  di  faib 

Mentre  cle  il  Uanno  c  la  vcrgogna  dura,  - 
Noa  vipdfir^  aon.  iemir,  mi  i  grao  ventun, 

^ero  noQ  mi  deilar,    Dch  !  parU  bailu. 

ihebfcathet.  1/  thou  bdieveib  it  OQt^  awake  her  and 

iLc;  wiU  rpeak  to  thee. 

*  Alas !  awake  me  oot  whHe  (banief  attd  mWottrtia- 

overwhelm  our  country.  Sl^ep  is  grateful  to  me^  and 
more  the  being^  of  ilj^e*  Alacl  awitooieiiot.  Speab 
foftly. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXXXIV* 


FlorcDce^  ix  o*clock9  momtn^, 
Sundajt  November  i6y  1760* 


Ih 


AVE  found  a  bad  Latin  traniktMi 
of  the  epigram  L  ggiye  you  in  my  iaft  paper» 

made  by  a  Freiiclimauy,  oue  Abby  Ranicr. 
For  fear  you  ftiouid  not  like  mine  I  will 
give  it  you. 

It^^  m&ufto  ootti  qui  munere  pnlchra 

Huic  refereada.  viiks  uoi  uU'urtuniu  doti. 

Quae  te  cumqiie  premunt  et  frooti  tnfcripta  legimtor, 

O  utipam,  vci  puidua  minus  vel  iortior  dXc$^ 

Uc  vbt-amm  mami^  vol  tvtmpBiXit  timeft 

Difceret}  exiti^  qui  xidxa  amore  minatiuv 

Non  ego  nunc  rum  Alpinu  efufii  vklerem 

Cailra  ju^,  non  hridanuiu  nunc  fangiiiiic  focdum 

6trage  reeens  biberct  Callus ;  nee  mUite  cuite 

Non  pi-oprio,  externa  teiuarcs  pioelia  dcxtia, 

pt  yi&aXi  icu  viaa,        de»  colla  fuperbo» 

I  wiU 
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I  will  now  copy  ybu  another  epigram, 
mide  upon  England,  which  will  give  jrou 

ibme  tittle  idea  o£  the  differetlce  between 
what  the  Italians  think  of  us  and  of  their 

own  country.  The  author  is  Rolli,  who 
has  been  there,  and  is  the  fame  who  has 
tiaiiflated  Milton  almoft  literally  into  Italian 
blank  veifc. 

*  Fiuaae,  che  imitator  deli'  ooeano 

gran  navi»  e  leeo  altenia  il  cortbp 
Fonte  due  ba  ^uaii  una  Citta  £il  doHo, 
Fopol  cm  numcFar  tentafi  ia  vano* 

Senato  ch'c  un  imagiD  del  Romano, 
*  Govemo  popolar  fixo  in  concorioi 

Xklla  iaivezza  alrui  fol  per  foccorfo, 
Kegio  poter  Del  bee  oprar  ibvratio^ 

CdnunerciOi  e  di  lui  tigUa,  ampia  richezza, 
Ubenil)  clien*«(Mrigineeib(bgiio^ 
Viril  valor  e  femmioU  beliezza. 

Qgeifae  di  Londra  e  4^  Britanno  regno  * 
Tutte  le  parti  Iba,   Chi  non  le  apprezza 
Bel  nooie  d'uom,  non  che  di  vita  ^  indegncs 

With 

^  *  Qehold  a  rivcri  which  like  the  ocean  fwella  and  falls. 
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With  regard  to  RoUt*s  tmflatio&  of  Mil* 
ton.  It  b  but  an  indifFerent  performance. 
The  two  languages,  Italian  and  Enghlhy 
will  iK)t)  bear  a  literal  coaflrudion*  I  will 
give  you  an  example  of  this  in  one  of  the 
iiiieft  paiiages  of  Milton,  where,  Adam  re- . 
counting  to  the  aagel,   liis  hrd  beholding 

_  4 

Eve,  fays, 

Grace  was  in  all  her  ftefM^  heaven  in  her  eye* 
In  eveiy  geilure  dignity  and  love* 

This  RoUi  has  tranflated  in  the  following 
manner. 

Gi'iizia  era  ne'  fuoi  pafli,  il  cici  ncgli  occhii 
£d  in  ogni  gefto  maeilade  ed  amore. 

*  • 

and  bears  upon  iu  bofom  equal  loadi  |  a  bridge  fiipporter 

of  a  town »  a  people  numberkfs ;  a  fcnate,  image  of  the 
Romao,  joined  to  popular  authority  in  works  of  public 
weal;  a  king  lovcreign  in  doing  good i  Comraercc  and 
his  daughter  Wealth,  with  their  fupporter  Liberty;  men 
whom  valor  graces,  and  women  who  fhine  in  bcauty« 
Theie  are  the  prerqgitiret  of  Britain's  ifle.  Efteem 
fb«nj  or  bt  unworthy  of  manhood,  and  even  life. 

Now 


9 
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Now  the  words,  "  Heaven  in  her  eye,** 
will  by  no  means  bear  a  literal  tranflatkMi 
inta  Italian^  as  they  never  underftand  bf 
the  word  ieavm  the  figurative  idea  of  the 
felicity  of  the  bleft»  but  only  the  ^  mere 
iky  or  iirmameot^  which^  you  will  judge^ 
call  not,  with  propriety,  be  faid  to  be  in  any 
lady^s  eyes.  Many  of  thefe  inftances  might, 
I  believe^  be  ^ven  in  this  and  all  other 
literal-  tr^nflations,  which  is  the  cauie  of 
their  rarely  being  crowned  with  fucceis4 
Th^wotd  rays,  which  ufe  has  ianailiari^ed 
in  Italian  poetry  for  eyes,  could  not  be  uied 
in  an  Engliih  compofition  without  making 
the  readers  laugh ;  and  the  fame  cafe  mufl 
happen  in  every  language,  of  which,  accord^ 
ing  to  Horace,  cuftom  alone  is  the  arbkeir 
and  law-giver. , 

I  (hall  fet  out  fliortly  from  hence  for  Rome# 
where  I  (hall  flay  till  I  receive  the  expected 
letters. 

LET- 
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«  ♦ 

LETTER  LXXXV. 

a  r 

Florence,  5  o'clock,  afttraoon. 
Sunday,  Nov,  23,  176a 

We  have  heard  to  clay  of  the  late  fuc* 
cefs  of  the  king  of  Pruffia.  We  have  had 
De;ws  alio  from  Maltsu  that  fomt  Chriftian 
flaves  have  brought  into  that  port  a  veflel 
belougiug  to  thjs  Graad  Signior,  called  the 
Ottoman  Crown.  The  baflia,  who  com- 
manded  her,  was  gone  on  (hore  with  a 
hundred  men.  The  Chriftians  killed  the 
refty  weighed  anchor,  and  have  conduced 
their  prize  to  Malta.  They  fay  fhe  is  a  very 
hue  fhip.  I'here  is  a.  difpute  about  her* 
The  grand  mailer  of  Malta  claims  her  as 
his,  being  the  firft  Chriftlan  port  fhe  put 
into.  He  intends,  indeed,  to  give  the  goods 
and  riches  on  board  to  the  (laves  who  brought 
her  in,  b.ut  they,  I  think,  claim  veflel  and 

'  alt 
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all.  They  are  a  mixture  of  nations.  Thejr 
{dzed  upon  her  oB:  Conilance  in  the  Archi* 
pelagjo. 

Notwithftauding  it  is  funday,  I  am«  in 
conformity  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country, 
gohig  to  the  play,  which,  I  believe,  how- 
ever,  will  turn  out  but  bad.  It  is  entitled^ 
The  Prudent  Wife. 

12  oVlock  at  noon,  Monday,  Nov.  24. 

1  am  ju£l  returned  from  my  ufual  mom* 
ing*s  ride  011  horfeback.  It  is  very  cold  for 
this  couutry,  and  in  the  fields  a  hoar  froll: 
was  lying  upon  the  ground  in  the  places 
where  the  fun  had  not  penetrated.  The  play 
laft  night  was  not  fo  bad  as  1  imagined.  It  wa* 
natural,  tender^  and  affeding.  The  flory  was 
of  a  merchant*s  daughter,  who,  for  the  fake 
of  a  title,  had  married  a  young  count,  who 
was  in  love  with  •  her*  That  love  being 
&tiated,  he  was  continually  fellovdng  a 
marchionefs,  a  young  lady  of  beauty  and 
fortune,  tho'  not  of  the  fbrideit  morals. 

The 
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Yhe  prudent  behaviour  of  Rofaura,  the 
count's  wife,  his  hatred  and  ill  ufage  of  her, 
and  the  repentance  of  her  father,  in  having 
facriiiced  a  daughter  to  his  ambitious  views 
of  gaining  her  a  title  and  riches,  made  the 
principal  part  of  the  play.  The  count, 
whoie  name  is  Odavio,  at  laft  refblvesto 
have  his  wife  feized  in  the  night  time  by 
four  men  he  had  hired  for  that  purpofe^ 
put  into  a  coach,  and  hurried  to  a  diflant 
country-houfe  in  the  middle  of  a  foreil, 
where  he  intends  to  'keep  her  locked  up  all 
her  life  upon  bread  and  water.  A  fervant 
difcovers  every  thing  to  her.  A  very  tender 
fcene  eniues  between  the  countefs  and  her 
huiband,  in  which  her  words  and  adions 
ftrike  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  repents, 
and  the  whole  finiflies  happily. 


Vol..  11.  Q  g  LET- 


I 


466       LETTEK.S  FROM 

« 

LETTER  LXXXVI. 

Florence,  3  o*clock  afternoooy 
Thurfday,  Nov.  27,  1760. 

I  Can  now  fend  you  an  account  we  have 
had  from  Malta,  of  the  fad:  I  gave  jou  a 
iketch  of  hi  my  laft  paper.  The  place  I 
there  called  ConAance  the  account  lays  wa^ 
Stanti6«  I  do  not  know  exadly  where  it 
however  it  is  one  of  the  iflands  of  the  Archi- 
pclago.  I  fliall  tranflatc  you  the  ^original 
word  for  word,  that  you  naay  &^  a  little  the 

manner  of  thinking  of  the  people  th^t  wrote 
it. 

« 

"  An  account  of  the  taking  the  Grand 
Signior's  veffel  of  the  line  called  the 
Ottoman  Crown,  by  the  Chrlilian  flaves 
who  were  on  board  that  (hip  when  fiie 
*^  was  at  anchor  in  the  iflahd  of  Stantib,*  the 

m 

I  ^  J9th 
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*^  19th  of  September  1760,  and 'which  was 
^'  by  the  fame  condudked  into  the  part  of 
Malta,  the  6th  of  Oclober  folbwliig. 

Malta,  Odobcr  9,  1760. 

**  On  Monday  laft;  the  6th  of  this  month, 
^'  as  we  were  celebrating  with  all  public 
demoaftratioiis  of  joy  the  exaltation  of 
•*  lili   catholic   majefty  to  the  thioiie  of 
**  Spainj  and  of  his  Neapolitan  majefty  to 
that  of  the  two  Sicilies,  juft  as  the  folemn 
mafs  was  finging  in  the  great  conventual 
church  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  at  which 
his  moil  eminent  highnefs"  (the  giaud 
mafter)  *•  with  the  venerable  council,  and 
all  the  body  of  our  religious  fociety  afCft* 
ed,  together  with  an  infinite  concourfe  of 
people,  and  after  which  there  was  to  be 
a  general  proceiiion  of  thankfgiving  due 
to  Almighty  God  the  giver  of  all  good 
gifts,   during  thcic  ceremonies  repeated 
news  were  brought  of  a  large  veflel  being 
(een  at  but  a  little  diftance  from  this  port. 

G  g  a  "She 
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•*  She  continually  fired  cannon  and  dilplay- 
•*  ed  five  colours  ;  a  white  one  with  a  crofs 

upon  the  main  mail,  under  which  hung  a 

Turkifh  jack ;  another  white  Che  in  the 
*^  ftern  with  a  crucifix  painted  upon  it,  and 

under  it  large  colours  ilreaked  with  red 
**  and  yellow,  which  were  dragging  in  the 
•*  lea ;  and  kflly  there  was  a  red  flag  at  tli6 

head*  ♦ 


*^  The  Cavalier  Martino  de  los  Rios,  com- 
miffioner  of  the  health  office^  and  then 
upon  duty,  being  informed  of  this,  went 

•  *  on  board  immediately  to  reconnoitre  her, 
^*  and  upon  his  return  informed  his  high* 

nefd  that  the  vefiel  was  one  of  the  Grand 
Signior^s  principal  (hips  of  war;  that  a 
baiha  had  embarked  as  captain  on  board 

*^  her  from  Conilantinople  with  the  com- 
mand  of  an  annual  iquadron,  which  al- 
ways  ufed  to  fet  fail  about  that  feafbn  to 
collect  the  imperial  tributes.   That  the 

*•  Chriflian  flaves  who  were  on  board  of  her 

«  while 
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while  (he  was  at  anchor  in  the  ifland  of 

^*  Stantidy  Uad  rendered  themielves  mafters 
of  her ;  that  before  they  caft  anchor  they 
were  defirous  of  knowing  in  what  manner 
they  Ihould  be  received,  and  that  they 

^*  would  wait  ao  hour  for  the  anfwep* 

I 

His  moit  eminent  highnefs  ordered  the 
galleys  to  be  got  ready,  and  appointed 
the  venerable  council  to  meet  at  two  ui 
the  afternoon,  wlien  upon  the  report 
made  a  fecond  time  by  the  above  mcn^ 
tioned  fcavalier,  it  was  determined  that 
the  commodore  of  the  galleys  (hould  go 
out  with  his  four  veflels,  and  animate 
the  fugitives  to  enter  our  ports,  offer-  . 

ing  them  every  thing  reafonable,  and 

« 

♦*  making  at  the  fame  time  an  acknow* 
*  ledgement  for  their  obedience  and  readii- 
"  nefs  in  complying  with  the  laws  of  ou^r 
«  ifland. 


Thft 
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"  The  commodpre  Ball  GaeCaai  4*A»ra* 
goiia  went  out  with  the  galleys  about 

three  o'clock  iu  the  ^tcfiiooi^f  and  beaig 

**  come  pretty  near  the  vffld  feat  the  cavav 
lier  de  Compojis,  who  (;;ommandcd  uiider 
him,  the  long  boat,  to  announce  the 
determination  of  the  venerable  council  to 
the  fugitives.  He  had  iio  fooner  executed 
hiQ  commifiion,  but  they  were  fiiUy  con* 
tented^  and  faluted  our  flandard,  dedarr 
ing  themfelves  happy  in  being  arrived 
firft  to  this  ifland,  where  tlicy  would 
throw  themfelves  into  the  hand$  of  the 

**  facrcd  fociety  of  the  knightSt  and  con* 
fign  to  them  the  iineil  vciicl  that  belong* 
ed  to  Conftantinople.  However  they  dc- 
mnndcd  two  favoi^  Iu  paillcular.  The 
iirft  to  ertGt  a  chapel,  and  to  place  in  it  a 

**  holy  image  they  had  with  them  of  the 
bleflcd  Virgin  Mary,  to  whofe  intercefiion 

-**  they  owed  their  freedom.  The  fecond 
tliat  five  Moors  fl^ould  be  let  at  libaty 
whom  they  had  taken  out  of  a  Leg- 

s 

horncfe 
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hornefe  *  veflei,  which  they  had  met  la 
•*  their  voyage,  for  fear  in  fomc  port  or 
other  they  fhoulJ  give  Informatioii  to 
the '  TurjLS  of  the'  'courfe  they  had  taken^r 
Both  thel^  requefts  were  granted  by  the 
viceM:oxQmodore  in  the  name  of  his  prin* 
cipal,  and  at  the  fame  time  they  were 
alTured  of  the  protection  of  his  moft 
enunent  highnefs,  and  that  of  the  iacred 
ibciety  of  the  knights,  as  well  as  of  the 
moft  favorable  reception^  due  to  'their 
gallant  and  glorious  adiou*  Theie  prell* 
minaries  being  fettled,  the  galleys  with 
reciprocal  emulation  took  the  veflel  in 
tow,  and  ccmduded  her  into  tlie  port; 
of  Marfamufcetto,  or  of  the  health  office, 
aboxit  lieven  p*clock  in  the  eveuuig,  . 

The  fugitives  give  the  following  ac- 
count  of  the  afiair,  as  colleded  from  the 
moll  exact  examinations  of  tiicm.  The 

*  The  Tufcans  were  at  peace  with  the  Moors  and 
Turkst 

G  g  4  U(hi 
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baiha,  called  Aptin  Xeim,  aud  who  is 
about  eighty  years  old,  fet  fail  from 
Condantinople   the   fecoud  of  Jupp  on 
board  this  veflfeL    He  was  to  make  tfie 
round  of  the  feas  of  the  Ottoman  Levant, 
*^  to  coUe£l  the  Grand  Signior^s  annual 
bute  in  thofe  parts.  He  had  his  fon  along 
with  him  on  board.   Beiides  this  fliip,  he 
had  in  company  with  him  and  under  his 
"  coixmiand  two  others,  called  the  Miflreis 
"  and  the  Royal,  befides    two  caravels^ 
five  galleys,  and  ibme  galleots.   He  ib3p« 
ped  at  Gallipoli,  Caftelli,  Tenedos,  Mol- 
va,  Metelino,  and  Foggia.  Upon  his  arri« 
val  at  Scio  he  left  two  of  the  galleys* 
and  two  of  the  caravels,  and  lailed  to 
Micoli  and  fo  on  to  Paris,  at  which  lat* 
ter  place  detaching  the  Miftrefs  and  the 
Royal,  the  three  galleys  and  the  galleots, 
he  went  to  the  ifland  of  Stanti6,  where  he 
anchored  the  i6th  of  September.  On 
the  1 8th  he  went  on  fliore  to  ftay  there 
with  all  his  traip,  which  confifted  of 

near 
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near  three  hundred  perfous^  for  he  iu- 
tended  to  wait  for  the  return  of  his  ihips, 
*•  to  fet  fail  in  company  with  them,  and 
with  the  entire  tribute  for  CQnftantt* 
Doplew 

■ 

On  board  this  ihip  of  war  there  were 
Chriftian  flaves  of  divers  nations  to  the 
number  of  feventy-one.  They  had  been 
a  long  time  laying  fchemes  to  recover 
their  liberty,  and  they  thought  they 
*^  might  now  put  their  intentions  in  execu- 
tion.  They  held  various  conferences 
upon  this  fubje£k.  Two  obftacles  had 
at  iirft  prefented  themfelves.  Firft  the 
great  number  of  men  of  the  Turkifli 
compliment,  coufifting  in  about  feven 
hundred  perfbns,  including  two  fixed  cap* 
tains  and  two  fupemumerary,  and  about 
**  fixty  other  officers,  and  then  they  were 
^  afraid  of  the  two  caravels,  and  two 
galley:?,  which  had  rejoined  their  com* 

modore,  together  with  other  (hips  of 

•«  Duicigno^ 
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Dukigiio,  th^t  were  anchored  there. 
Hewever  their  fiopes  were  revived  ia 
feeing  that  -th^  balha  fixed  his  quar* 

^  ters  on  fiiore  with  all  his  train,  and  that 
a  great  many  oiiicers  did  the  iame,  ib 
that,  Itimulatcd  by  tiic  love  of  liberty 

^*  and  their  own  courage,  they  fixed  the 
19th  for  the  attack.  They  accorctngly 
fettled  all  necefia  V  diipofitions,  ^ 


LET- 
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Fioreiicey  3  o'clock  ia  the  afternoon^ 

Sunday,  November  30,  1760* 

E  very  day  which 
the  ChriiUaa  flayes  had  appoiiited  for 
their  aUempt,  viz.  the  19th  of  Sept^ipber, 
a  •  Raguiean  vcflel  of  twenty  pieces  df 
cannon^  aod  which  had  three  hundred 
Turks  on  boards  that  were  come  firom  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  anchored  in  the 
port  of  Stantio.  She  anchored  juft  before 
the  Ottoman  Crown.  This  cail  no  iinall 
**  gloom  upQii  the  Chriftlaii  flavcs^  as  they 
doubted  (he  would  be  a  hindrance  to 
then:  fettipg  fail  after  they  b»d  made 

*  Ragufa  is  ia  Dalmatia,  and  was  the  ancient  £pi« 
'  daurus.    The  inhabitanU  are  Chriflians,  but  under  tiie 
dominion,  ot^  as  they  call  it,  the  protection  of  the  Turks* 

» 

themfclve^ 
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tbemfelves  mailers  of  the  Ihipf  and 
flipped  their  cables.    Befides^  they  were 
.     afraid  of  the  number  of  Turks  Are  had 
on  board*   However,  their  fchemes  being 
now  fo  far  si^dvajicedy  th^  dread  of  a  dif<- 
cpyery  confirmed  them  in  their  firft  refo- 
lution.    The  hour  being  come,  they  em* 
braced,  fwore  not  to  abandon  each  otlier^ 
*^  and  recommended  themfelves  to  the  blefled 
^*  Virgin.  They  then  feparated,  and  each 
man  went  to  hispoft.   One  of  them  upon 
deck  gave  the  iignal  of  attack  by  damping 
twice  with  his  f<x)t  and  crying,  "  viva 
.     Maria  fantij^ma^*    At  that  u:^oment,  with 
nothing  but  conmion  knives  in  their 
hands,  they  all  mod  courageoufly  began 
the  afiault.     They  killed   fome  and 
<^  wounded  others,  taking  their  arms  from 
the  dead  and  wounded  to  fight  the  reft* 
A  great  many  of  the  Turks,  furprized  at 
the  fudden  attack,  ran  down  intp  the 
hold,  or  threw  (hemfelves  i|ito  the  leg. 
^'  The  |;reat^J[l  part  pf  thojfc  that  refifted, 

were 
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were  either  killed  or  very  much  wounded^ 
A  captain,  the  only  one  that  was  then 
on  board,  after  having  received  a  touple 
of  woundsj  jumped  into  the  fea*  He 
died,  there^  ftaining  the  water  with  his 

blood.    The  ikirmiih  was  as  hot  aa  can 
l>e  imagined,  aixd  continued  above  an  hour 
and  a  half.    Of  above  three  hundred 
*•  Turks  that  were  on  board  at  the  begin- 
•*  ning,  only  forty  remained,  that  have 
been  brought  here  flaves.    Of  thefe  fif* 
teen  are  dangeroufly  wounded.  Except 
the  pilot,  they  are  all  common  failors. 
Oil  the  contrary,  not  one  of  the  feventy- 
*^  one  Chriftians  had  periihed  as  yet.  As 
^*  they  were  now  mailers  of  the  veflel^ 
they  immediately  cut  the  cables,  and  fet 
fail.    They  were  purfued  by  the  Ragu- 
fean,  the  caravels,  the  galleots,  and  the 
veflels  belonging   to  Dulcigno.  The 
quicknefs  and  dexterity  with  which  fome 
^'  unfurled  the  fails,  many  of  which  were 
unbent,  was  ailonilhiag ;  while  others 

directed 
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direded  the  navigation,  and  others  tranf* 

*^  ported  four  pieces  of  cannon '  to  the 
ilern  to  defend  themfelves  from  the  pur-* 
fuers*    An  unforefeen  accident  had  like 

^*  to  have  blailed  all, their  hopes.  They 
found  the  (hip  did  not  obey  her  rudder,  and 

"  was  running  upon  a  ihoal.   However,  full 
'     of  confidence,  they  invokedthe  mofl  facred 
name  of  the  bieflbd  Virgin.    That  inftaat 

•*  one  of  them  found  out  that  the  Turks 
who  were  ftill  on  board  the  vefJel  had 
cut  the  cables  which  governed  the  rudder^ 
and  that  they  were  all  colle^ed  near  it 
down  below  to  hinder  this  misibrtuue 
from  being  remedied.  The  Chriflians 
were  obliged  here  to  make  a  fecond  attack 
upon  their  enemies,  and  after  a  hot  Ikir* 
mifli,  in  which  three  of  the  former 
perilhed,  conquered  them.  They  then 
readjuiled  the  rudder,  and  continued  their 

**  courfe ;  defending  themielves  as  well  as 
they  couiJ  ixoin  ilic  fliips  of  llic-  enemy, 
which  continued  to  n^oleft  them.  At 

Uft 
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laft  night  came  to  their  afiiilance..  Xhej 
fleered  towards  Barbary,  in  order  to  avoid 
their  purfuers.  The  wind  freihened.  In 
the  morning  they  had  the  confolation  of 
feeing  themfeives  alonci  nor  did  they 
meet  with  any  other  ihips  in  their  coiufe, 
except  one  with  latm  iails,  of  what  na* 
**  tion  they  knew  not,  and  a  Leghorne 
vtiicl  that  tlicy  went  vii  boaiJ  of  for 
fome  water,  and  out  of  which  they  took 
by  force^  the  pilot,  to  conduct  ,  their  navi- 
f*"  gation,  and  the  £ve  Moors  that  (bey 
were  afraid  would  difcover  them,  as  we 
have  ahead/  uicutioncU, 

The  veflel  is  a  new  one,  well  and  hand* 
fomely  built,'  and  well  provided  with 
every  thhig*  She  lias  fixty*eiglit  guns 
mounted,  and  two  in  the  hold,,  all  brais, 

■  aud  twelve  mortars,  Slic  has  three  guns 
on  each  fide  of  her  lower  battery  to  fire 
fton^s  of  an  enormcrus  bi^nefs.   Of  the 

/*  fiKty-eightChriftians  that  are  living,  feven 
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are  wouaded«  The  ba(ha*s  being  fixed 
with  all  his  train  in  the  ifland  of  Stautio, 
^*  at  the  tune  of  the  revolt.  Is  reckoned  to 
^  be  the  motive  of  his  richeft  efieds  not 
*^  being  found  on  boards  no  more  than  any 
part  of  the  tribute  that  he  himfelf,  as  well 
^^  as  the  two  caravels  that  rejoined  him, 
«*  had  collcded* 

■ 

His  moft  eminent  highnefst  has  ordered 
that  all  the  proviiionst  goods,  money,  and 
every  thing  elfe  found  on  board,  not  be* 
longing  to  the  body  ol'  arming  of  the 
(hip  fhould  be  entirely  left  to  the  pofief- 
fion  of  the  poor  fellows,  who  have  fo  well 
*^  deferred  them*   He  did  not  permit  any 
perfon  to  go  on  board  till  they  had  taken 
with  their  own  hands  all  that  belonged 
*•  to  them,  dividing  the  fpoils  with  a  moll 
•*  furprifing  equaKty.    We  muft  except, 
indeed,  the  provi&ons,  which  can  not  be 
diftribtited  till  the  quarantine  il  over^ 

upoa 
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ft 


upon  account  of  the  great  quantity  of 

them. 

**  This  16  the  faithful  account  of  the 
^*  moft  daring  and  courageous  a£kion  done  * 

in  the  memory  of  man*   It  is  even  almoft 
incredible  how  the  fcanty  number  of 
feventy-one  flaves,  with  only  common 
^  iailors  knives  (hould  make  themfelves 
**  mafters  of  one  of  the  moft  formidable 
veflels  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  at  anchor 
in  one  of  their  own  harbours,  with  three 
hundred  Turks  on  board,  and  in  prefence 
of  two  caravels  armed  for  war.    We  may 
•*  add  to  this  their  it^ttlng  fail,  and  happily  , 

accompii(hing  (b  long  a  navigation  ae 
*^  from  the  end  of  the  Levant  quite  to  the . 
port  of  Malta,  furmouhting  all  the  infi«> 
nite  dangers  they  %vere  expoled  Co  in  their 
circumAances»    The  courage  of  each  of 
•*  them  merits  univerfal  applaufe  ;  however, 
we  can  not  omit  making  particular  ipen* 
M  tion  of  Peter  di  Giovanni  Celati  delle 
Vol.  II.  H  h  Bocchc 


ft 
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Bocche  of  iL'attaro  in  Dalmatian  to  whom 
his  companions  attributed  the  greateii 
**  merit  of  the  adion.  It  was  he  that  tixk 
upon  him  to  give  the  ligual,  which  he 
did  witli  wonderful  valor  and  intrepidity. 
Upon  this  account  they  had  cboien  him 
for  their  captain  till  they  arrived  at 
Malta/* 

This  is  the  Left  relation  I  can  get  you  of 
this  affair^  which,  indeeed,  I  flatter  myieh' 
is  tolerably  authentic.  Caravels  are^  a  ibrt 
of  Turkiih  iloops^  which  1  know  no  other 
name  for*  Latin  fails  are  triangular  fails, 
which  I  believe  are  feldom  ufed  but  in  the 
Mediterranean,  At  Lifbou*  indeed,  there 
are  fome  few» 
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LETTER  LXXXVIII. 

« 

■ 

Viterbo,  half  an  hour  after  lO  at  night) 
Sunday,.  December  141  1760* 

X  Sat  out  from  Florence  on  Monday  laft,  and 
paiiiug  through  an  agreeable  hilly  country^ 
interfperfed  with  villas,  vliicjaids,  and  olive 
grounds,  arrived  at  Siena,  where  I  lay.  It 
was  anciently  an  independent  republic,  but 
was  conquered  by  the  Florentines,  who  tho* 
they  loved  freedom  themfelves  had  no  objec- 
tion to  cnflaving  their  neighbours,  but  fell 
fhortly  after  tbemielves,  together  with  their 
conqueft,  under  the  dominion  of  the  afpiring 
iamily  of  the  Medicis.  The  town  is  not 
very  pleafing  to  the  eye,  being  moftly  paved 
with  brick,  but  it  is  reckoned  a  very  agree- 
able  place  to  live  retired  in,  where  thofe 
who  are  deiirous  of  learning  Italian  may 
iiear  it  fpoken  in  perfedion.    Its  charms 

H  h  a  however 
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however  could  detain  me  no  longer  thM 
till  the  next  day,  when  I  fet  out  early  and 
proceeded  thiough  a  couatiy  which  becaix^ 
uiQic  and  more  barren  as  we  verged  to  the 
extremity  of  the  Tultan  ftate,  till  at  laft  wc 
came  to  RadicofanS,  a  town  which  ieems 
Situated  upon  a  heap  of  ilones  placed  upon 
the  top  of  a  mountaiu.  We  did  not  attempt 
to  afcend  io  it,  but  ftopt  at  an  inn  on  the 
right  hand»  which,  tho'  (aid  once  to  have 
been  a  hunting  feat  of  the  Grand  Duke^  offer- 
ed  me  but  a  cold  uncomfortable  reception* 
Aiter  having  eat  a  mouthful  in  this  ilrag* 
gling  piace  I  pioceeded  down  a  ftcep  des- 
cent into  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  which  is 
divided  from  Tufcany  -by  a  little  river  in 
the  bottom.   From  thence  we  went  to  Ac* 
quapendeutCi  the  iirll  dirty  town  in  the 
pope^s  dominions,  and  after  pafling  by  the 
beautiful  lake  of  Bolfeno^  whofe  borders 
are  uninhabited,  as  ..they  fay  the  air  is  bad 
in  fummer,  we  arrived  at  Montefiafcone,  a 
place  faid  to  be  fo  famous  for  good  wine, 

tlut 
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that  by  an  epitaph  ia  the  church  a  German 
prelate  burft  there  ia  drinking  it,  but  we 
cUd  not  find  it  very  extraordinary*  From 
thence  to  this  place  was  not  a  difficult  ftage, 
tho*  we  arrived  late. 

I  have  fiaid  here  feme  days,  as,  having 
formerly  refided  a  fummer  in  tins  city^  I 
ivas  glad  to  fee  my  old  acquaintance*  It 
^vas  of  more  conlcquciice  formerly  than 
it  is  at  prefent,  having  been  the  refidence  of 
various  popes,  when  the  tumults  at  Rome 
obliged  ,them  to  leave  that  metropolis.  At 
prefent  it  is  principally  retorted  to  by  ftrang- 
ers  for  iomc  mineral  waters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, which  however  are  neither  very 
good,  nor  are  there  proper  conveniencies 
for  drinking  or  bathing  in  them. 

I  yefterday  {aw  the  body  of  Santa  Rofa 
the  protedrefs  of  this  city,  faid  to  have  been 
|»relerved  fer  four  hundred  years  without 

H  h  5  any 
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any  human  aiiiftauce*  For  this  purpoie  a 
friar  conduded  me  with  two  other  f^ngitfli  , 
geutlemeii  to  the  moiiaftcry  of  iiuui>  where  ! 
it  is  depofited,  and  which  is  called  after  her 
name.  Without  fb  reverend  a  compankm 
we  might  have  found  fome  difficulty  in  get* 
ting  a  fight  of  this  fan^ous  rehque^  but 
we  had  uo  fooxier  entered  tiie  church  and 
approached  the  gr^le  of  the  convent  with  a 
venerable  monk  in  company,  than  the  nuns 
aflured  us  they  would  in  a  minute  light  up 

» 

the  lamps  and  ihew  us  the  facred  body  of 
the  Virgin  Santa  Rofa»  We  in  the  mean 
time  clothed  our  looks  with  all  external 
marks  of  devotion^  and  in  imitation  of  our 
holy  guide  now  knelt  down,  then  got  up, 
and  afterwards  knelt  down  again  to  prepare 
ourfelves  for  the  infpe£tion  of  the  hallowed 
corpfe*  At  laft  the  ihutters  of  the  kind  of 
fepulchre,  wherein  it  repoled,  were  opened 
from  within  by  the  nuns.  An  iron  grate 
iceuiud  it  iroai  our  touch,  tliat  the  devotion 


- 'd  vj^.vv'^le 


^  ITALY,,    GERMANY,    &c.  487 

of  the  Roman  catholics  might  not  tear  it  to 
pieces  ;  for  fuch  is  their  love  for  reliques  that 
a  holy  perfoa  can  not  rot  in  peace   and  at  the 
death  of  a  pope  the  govcnmiciit  is  obliged  to 
have  a  large  guard  round  the  body  to  prevent  - 
it  from  being  carried  away  by  bits.  Befides 
this  defence  of  iron  grating,  the  body  was 
placed  fome  feet  back  and  relied  upon  a  fort 
of  bier.    It  was  dreflcd  hi  an  Auguluulan 
nun's  drefs,  or  fomethiiig  of  that  nature* 
You  plainly  diftinguiflied  the  teeth  and  the 
i^ails  of  the  hands.    The  former  are  quite 
white,  and  indeed  I  can  not  doubt  of  its 
being  a  true  corpfe,  thu'  by  what  means  it 
came  there  I  know  not.    We  have  heard  of 
bodies  being  prelcrved  without  a  miracle, 
efpecially  if  the  juices  have  been  once  tho- 
roughly exhauxledy  which  muft  probably  be 
the  cafe  with  this,  for  the  Acih  is  as  black 
as  ink.    This  they  afcribe  to  the  convents 

■ 

having  been  twice  burnt  and  every  thing 
confumed  in  !t,  except  this  facred  dcpofit, 
which  fuffered  no  change  but  that  of  colour. 

H  h  4  However 
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However  all  obfervations  that  could  be  made 
in  our  fituation  muft  be  very  imperfect,  as 
the  diftaoce  ^nd  its  only  being  ih^wn  with 
lights  hiiid^red  a  more  perfect  inf|>cctioiu 
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LET  T  E  R  LXXXIX. 

♦  ♦ 

Rome,  half  an  hour  after  ii  morning, 
Saturday,  December  20,  1 760* 

I  Arrived  at  this  capital  yeflerd<iy,  but  1  iat 
out  from  Viterbo  the  day  before.  The  rea* 
fon  of  my  delay  was  beiiig  invited  by  a 
Dominican  friar  to  pafs  an  evening  at  a  farm 
houfe  belonging  to  their  convent,  and  which 
wast  but  little  out  of  the  way.  We  iat  out 
early,  and  paiiing  the  romantic  mountain 
whiph  feparates  Viterbo  from  the  Campania 
of  RoJiie,  came  to  Monte  Rofi,  where  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  my  chaife  and  mount  on 
horfeback.  Upon  our  coming  out  of  this 
village  the  road  to  Rome  lay  for  many  miles 
4ifcovered  before  us,  but  we  turned  to  the 
left  hand  and  went  towards  Mount  Soradcy 
Yvhich  reared  its  folitary  head  before  us,  and 
WdSi  a$  much  covered  with  ibow  as  when 

Horace 
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Horace  wrote  his  ode.  We  did  not  however 
fufier  coldy  as  the  fuu  at  length  favored  us> 
and  ia  thefe  countries  it  has  a  very  {cnGble 
htat  during  all  the  winter.  Towards  evening 
we  arrived  at  the  farm^  where  I  got  a  very 
good  fupper  with  various  Dominicans^  who 
being  broken  loofe  from  the  rules  of  the 
convent  were  very  merry.  I  got  likewife  a 
very  good  bed,  where  I  flept  foundly,  not* 
withftaiiding  the  crucifixes  and  bloody  pic* 
tures  which  furrounded  me.  In  the  mom- 
iog  I  returned  to  Monte  Rofx  and  continued 
my  route  towards  Rome.  The  nigher  you 
approach  that  capital  the  more  defolate  the 
road  appears.  No  houfes  to  cheer  the  eye. 
Almoft  no  veft'^es  of  inhabitants,  which 
indeed  I  do  not  wonder  at,  if  the  air  is,  as 
they,  lay  fatal  in  the  fummer  time.  Some 
few  ruins  however  Ihew  that  the  aiicLiit 
Romans  had  dwellings  in  this  vaft  plain, 
Thofe  who  *live  here  now  are  wretches 
who  can  get  their  bread  no  where  elie, 
gnd  look  extremely  fallow.   At  length,  after 

pafiiiig 
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pafling  very  bad  roads,  unworthy  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  metropohs,  we  arrived 
at  the  Tyber^  which  we  paffed  over  the  Pons 
Milvius,  now  Ponte  MoUe^  and  after  going 
for  above  a  mile  over  ilones  and  between  two 
wa11s»  the  Flaminian  gate  of  Rome^  now 
Porta  del  Popolo,  Jllcovcred  itklf  to  our 
view.  The  building  was  grand  and  vaft^ 
and  conducted  us  into  a  fquare  in  the  middle 
of  which  flood  an  ancient  obeliik^  which 
formed  a  center  to  three  handfome  ilreets. 
I  took  that  on  the  left  hand,  which  foon  con- 
ducted me  to  my  lodgings  at  the  Trinity 
upon  the  mountain^  for  fo  fome  Englilh 
burlefkly  tranflate  Trinitd  dei  n^onti. 


LET. 


493       LETTERS  FROM 
LETTER  XC 

Thurfday,  December  25,  half  an  hour 
after  1 1  io  the  moraiog,  1 760. 

Th  I  S  being  ChrmmA^  day,  we  hav  e  bad 

various  mafics  and  ceremonies.  I  went 
yefterday  with  iomegeutleaicu  to  the  church 
of  Su  Mary  the  greater.  As  it  was  the  eve 
of  Chriftmas  day,  they  had  expofed  the  cradle* 
ot  our  Saviour  to  public  view«  After  we 
bad  fatisfied  qur  curiofit^r,  we  returued  to 
Qur  coach >  and  took  a  ride  out  at  Porta 
Pia,  one  of  the  gates  of  Romef  called  Ibj  I 
fuppofe^  becaufe  fome  of  the  popes,  whoie 
names  were  Pius,  built  it.  Cardinal  Alex- 
ander Albanij  hi  fpigl?t  of  being  feventy 
years  old,  is  erefting  a  very  magnificent 
villa  juft  out  of  this  gate,  on  the  left  hand 

lide  of  the  road.  He  intends'  to  adorn  it 

ivith  ^11  his  autic|uities  and  pictures.  After. 

pailaig 
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pafling  a  few  more  villas,  we  got  into  the 
-  lame  opeu  count r/  which  reigas  all  over  the 
Campania,  and  came  to  Poiite  Salaro,  wbereT 
\vc  pailLd  the  river  Anio,  (now  Teveroue,) 
which  takes*  its  rife  a  little  beyond  Tivoll, 
the  Tibur  of  the  ancients.  Having  juft 
pafled  this  ftream,  we  came  to  the  Jacrid 
tmunt^  famoqs  for  the  ieceilion  of  the 
Plebciaub  ui  the  iuiaut  times  of  Rome,  where 
they  remained  till  thej  had  lecured  their 
rights  from  the  fenators.  I  faw,  however, 
no  mounts  indeed,  hardly  any  rifing  ground, 
but  they  aflUre  mc  it  was  the  place.  We 
here  turned  about  and  went  home  by  Moute 
Cavallo,  the  palace  where  the  pope  refides, 
built  upon  part  of  the  Quirinal  hilh  In 
the  front  ftand  two  noble  equeftrian  ftatues 
of  ancient  workmanihip*  The  whole  ap^ 
pears  elegant  and  pleaiing,  and  much  bet* 
ter  than  the  Vatican,  the  former  refi- 
dence  of  the  Popes.  Haying  defcended  into 
the  city,   which   is   x¥>w  moAly  built 

itpoiK 
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upon  what  was  heretofore  the  Campos 
Martiusy  we^  returned  through  the  Corio 
me* 


LET< 
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« 

LETTER  XCI. 

■ 

Rome,  half  an  hour  after  12  at  nooDj 

Thurfday,  January  8,  176 1. 

I  A  M  juft  returned  from  a  walk  in  the 

Medici  garden*  It  is  not  ugly,  and  being 
upon  tile .  lame  eminence  where  I  live,  has 
a  fine  view  of  Rome.  In  the  villa  is  the 
famous  gallery  of  ftatues  and  other  cm lofities 
that  belonged  to  the  Medici  family  «l 

I  will  now  give  you  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Naples  tQ  a  geucieman  here  at  Rome^ 
concerning  the  late  eruption  of  Alouat  Ve- 
fttvius.   The  date  is  the  fifth  of  this  month. 

Our  neighbour,  Vefuyius,  has  for  thefe 
laft  five  or  fix  days  behaved  more  gently 
.and  mild  than  ufual.    Even  in  the  fury 
pf  the  laft  eruption  no  damage  was  done 

"  either 
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cither  iii  life  or  limb  to  any  one  of  tlie 
•*  native  or  foreign  inhaljltaiitc»  of  this  city 
^  or  its  emirons.    And  the  deflruAion  o( 
land  it  has  occafiooed,  is,  it  is  faid,  jnoft 
*^  amply  recompenfcd,  as  for  an  acre  wliich 
•*  the  fire  of  Vefuvius  deftroys,  it  fertilizes 
•*  a  hundred.    But  this  comfortable  con- 
**  fideration.is  not,  I  believe,  much  attended 
*^  to  during  the  continuance  of  the  danger, 
no  more  than  failors  in  a  hurricane  think 
of  the  benefit  ariiuig  from  the  nature  of 
florms,  and  yet  they  fay  that  without 
**  them,  all  the  vaft  expanfe,  both  of  fca 

and  Iky,  would  (bou  become  peftUentiaL 

The  eruption  feen  from  Naples  had 
tliQ  appearance  of  being  juft  over  the 
"  palace  of  Portici,  it  continued  about  a 
%  week,  and  has  happUy  difcharged  a  quan« 
tity  .of  fiery  lava.    (Lava  is  the  technical 
term  tor  the  bituminous  matter  which  ifiues 
out  of  burning  mountains.)       This  lava  is 
falJ  to  be  fu  mile*  in  length,  two,  at  Icafl", 

in 
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•*  in  breadth,  and  in  height  above  eighteen 
feet.    The  new  volcano  formed  by  this 
eruption,  had  at  hrlt,  as  they  report,  no 
^*  lefs  than  thirteen  openings,  tho'  at  this 
uiltaacc  they  never  appeared  to  be  above 
four  or  five.   The  flames  and  fiery  ftones 
were  caft  up  from  them  to  a  very  great 
height,  higher  than  ever  the  Girandoia 
appeared  to  you  at  Rome/*    (The  Giran- 
doia is  the  name  of  the  fire-works  exhibited 
on  the  anniverfary  of  the  Pope^s  coronation^ 
and  on  Saint  Peter*  s  day.)    ^*  The  reflexion 
on  the  bay  at  Naples,  acrofs  which  the 
flames  of  Vefuvius  gleamed,  formed  as 
pi&urefque  an  appearance  as  poflible.  At 
laft,  iiiftead  of  aflies  and  ignited  ftones, 
it  began  to  caft  out  water  in  great  abund- 
ance,  with  which  the  whole  commotion 
and  conflagration  ended.    Since  that  time 
the  mountaui  itleU  has  begun  to  claim  its 
old  privilege  of  fmoking  and  thundering. 
^*  It  cafts  out  but  little  flame,  yet  by  its 
fubterraneous  roar,  but  no  real  earthquake. 
Vol.  II.  I  i  frc* 
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frequently  (hakes  all  the  windows  of 

*'  Naples,  and  particularly   lb  the  night 
**  betbre  laft,  the  third  of  January  ;  yet, 
"  confiJciiiig  tlic  iiiiiiiLiilc  cj^u.uitiry  of  bi- 
tumen  (enough  to  cover  the  whole  city 
of  Naples^)  which  it  has  difcharged,  we 
(hink  all  dauger,  and  that  &>v  ibme  years 
"  to  come,  is  paficd." 


The  carnival  is  juft  he^im  here  at  Rome^ 
and  on  faturday  all  the  theatres  were  open- 
ed.    1  was  laft  nip ht  at  a  comedy,  which» 
tho'  not  very  well  written,,  entertained  iiic* 
The  aim  of  it  is,,  to  dcfcribe  the  four  charac- 
ters of  four  dificrcnt  nations^  the  Englifh, 
French,  Spanifii  and  Italian*    He  makes  the 
£ngliihman  give  great  prefents  and  fpeak 
very  little ;  the  Frenchman  fpeak&  a  great 
deal  and  does  nothing ;  the  Italian  is  jealous^ 
and  the  Spaniard  proud  of  liis  pedig^ee^ 
The  man  who  reprcfented  the  Englifliman 
took  care,  Itkewiie,  to  fpeak  with  his  teeth 
always  ihut^  which  is  the  principal  £iult 

attributed 
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attributed  to  us,  when  we  talk  Ibuthern 
languages,  and,  indeed,  1  believe  with  juf- 
tice.   As  I  have  got  the  play  before  me^  I 
will  give  you  fome  fcenes  in  it,  which  relate 
to  the  Englilhman.   It  begins  with  fuppohug 
the  cavaliers  of  the  four  nations  to  be  in  the 
fume  tavern  at  Venice^  who  have  juft  finifk" 
ed  fupper  together,  when  the  curtain  draws 
up.    M»  Le  Biauy  the  Frenthman^  with 
^  glafs  of  wine  in  his  hand,  is  liugiug  a 
French  catchy  which  tiie  others  are  follow* 
ing  him  in.     'I'he  names-  of  the  perfons 
prefent,  befides  him,  are  Don  Alvaro,  the 
Spaniard  i  My  lord  Roaflbeef,  the  £ngli(h- 
man;  and  the  count  of  Bofco  Nero,  the 
Italian. 

MoNS.  Long  live  the  bottle,  and  its  com** 
panions  mirth  and  jollity. 

Alv.  Bravo  Monfr*  Le  Blaa. 

Count.  Our  landlord  has  really  given 
us  a  good  fupper. 

I  i  a  MoNs. 
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«  MoNS.  So»  fo,  but  you  ha\re  not  the  good 
tade  in  eating  that  the  French  have. 
'  Count,  We  have  French  cooks  in  Ital/ 
as  wtU  as  in  France, 

MoNS.  Yes,  fo  you  have,  but  when  they 
come  into .  Italy  they  lofc  the  manner  of 
cooking.  If  you  were  but  to  fee  how  we 
live  at  Paris  I  *Tis  there  they  rehne  upon 
things. 

.  My  Lord.  You  Frenchmen  have  always 
the  idea  in  your  head  that  there  is  no  place 
where  a  nian  can  live  but  Paris;  I  am  a 
true  EngUihman,  but  yet  I  never  Ipeak  oi 
London. 

Don  Alv.  I  laugh  within  my  fnrcorJia 
when  I  hear  people  blazon  forth  Paris. 
Madrid  is  the  capical  of  the  world,  the 
jewel  of  cities. 

Count.  Gentlemen,  Til  ipeak  to  you  ai 
a  true  Italian.    All  the  world  is  alike,  and  ^ 
you  may  be  well  any  where,  if  you  have 
but  money  in  your  purfe,  and  mirth  in  your 
heart. 

MoNS. 
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MoNS.  Well  faid,  compamon,  mirth  for 
ever,  I  fay.  After  a  good  iuppcr  we.  want 
nothing  but  the  company  of  a  pretty  girJ, 
But  it  is  almofl  morning.    I  think  we  may 

V 

fave  ourielves  the  trouble  of  g  ii  g  to  bed. 
But  what  think  you  of  the  charming  widow 
we  faw  laft  night  at  the  ball  ? 

My  Lord.  Very  clever,  well  behaved. 

Dun  Alv.  She  has  a  moft  enchanting 
lerioufnefs  in  her  countenance. 

M0N8.  She  feems  a  Frenchwoman.  Sh^ 
has  the  ipirit  of  the  Mademoifelies  of  France* 

Count.  No  one  can  fay  but  tiiat  Signora 
Roiiiura  is  a  very  obliging  agreeable  woman, 
—and  one  whom  this  heart  adores.  \^/lJlJc. 

MoNS.  Alloris,  Let*s  drink  her  health* 
[HeJiUsihesla^s:] 

Don  Alv.  With  all  my  heart,  here's 
Donna  Rofaura's  health. 

My  Lord  and  Count.  We'll  pledge  you, 

'The  Frenchmau  then  begins  aItcIIi  Hnging 
his  catch,  and  all  the  refl  join  with  Iiini  in 

the  chorus. 

I  i  q  McN3t 
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MoKS.  But  to  return  to  what  we  were 
faying.    This  widow  h<iiags  upon  my  heart. 

Don  Alv.  I  too  pay  her  the  tribute  of 
my  fufpi rations. 

Count.  1  would  advife  you,  however,  nof 
to  let  thofe  thoughts  take  rqpt  in  your 
breafts. 

MoNS.  Why  fo  ? 

Count.  Bccaul'c  tlic  Slgiiora  Roiaura  ii 
•  a  woman  who  defpilcs  all  men,  and  there- 
fore is  incapable  of  any  tendernefs  for  them. 

MoNS.  Tho'  fhe  were  more  intradable  than 
the  favages  that  inhabit  the  woods,  yet,  if 
a  true  Frenchman,  hke  me,  can  but  arrive 
to  fay  two  or  three  of  thofe  little  conceits  we 
have  made  on  purpofe  to  deceive  the  fair 
fext  I  will  lay  you  a  wager  fhe  fighs  and 
alks  for  quarter^ 

Don  Alv.  She  would  be  the  iirft  woman 
that  ever  rcuc^aUu  a  return  of  afrcclloa  to 
Pon  Alvaro  of  Caftille.  Men  of  birth  like 
mine  have  the  privilege  of  making  the 
women  bow  down  before  tliem. 

Count. 
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Count.  But  you  will  find  that  neither 
French  fprightlmefs  nor  Spaniih  gravity  will 
gain  any  thing  with  hcr«  I  am  fure  of  vvliat 
I  tell  you.    I  know  her  very  well,  aud  you 

may  Ixlicvc  me. 

MoNS.  Ah !  laft  niglu  I  faw  how  atten** 
cively  (he  looked  at  me.  I  law  the  imprefHon 
my  glancing  eyes  had  made  upon  lier  heart. 
In  giving  me  her  hands  iu  the  lail  minuet 
we  danced  together^  fhe  fcjucczcd  niuic  I'o 
tenibly,  that  it  wjo  a  mu  .ilL  I  did  not  fall 
proftrate  at  her  feet. 

Don  Alv.  Spaniards  never  boaft  of  favors 

received  from  ladies,  or  I  could  proiluce 
enough  to  confute  you. 

Cou2^T.  lamalionfire  withjcalouly,  [^rl/t^e* 

MoNs.  My  good  friend  Moi^ilV.  Pctronio, 
her  biotlier  in-law,  will  without  doubt  in- 
troduce me  to  her.  . 

Don  Alv.  Her  father  depends  a  good 
"deal  upon  me.    He  will  guide  me  to  her. 

Count.  I  will  inform  her  that  they  in- 
tend to  vilit  licr.  •  [y/Z/V^'. 

I  i  4  My 
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My  Lord.  Halloo  !  halloo  !  \Gening  up 
from  bis  cbair]. 

The  waiters  belonging  to  the  tavern  enter. 

Waiter.  What  commands  have  your 
noble  honors  ? 

My  Lord.  Come  here.  \He  takes  him  ajidc 
while  the  three  others  J} ill  remain  fitting  at  the 
taifk.] 

Waiter.  Coming,  fir. 

My  Lord.  Knoweil  thou  Mrs.  Rolaura^ 
the  iifter-in-law  of  Siguor  Petrouio  Aretufi. 

Waiter.  What  the  widow,  yes,  and 
pleafe  your  honor. 

My  Lord.  Take  this  ring.  Carry  it  to 
her.  Tell  her  that  my  Lord  Roaftbeef  pre- 
fents  her  with  it,  that  it  is  the  lame  ihe 
commended  fo  much  laft  night,  ai)d  tliat 
this  morning  I  will  wait  on  her  to  drink  a 
di(h  of  chocolate. 

Waiter.  But  fir,  you  kuow. 

My  Lord.  Here  are  lix  zccchins  for  you. 

Waiter.  God  bleis  your  honor.  1  did 
not  fpeak  for  this;  but  you  know,  fir,  SIgnor 
Petronio  — 

M7 
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My  Lord.  Fly  this  inftant,  or  I  knock 
you  down. 

Waiter.  Oh  !  I  beg  your  honor  would 
not  give  yourfclf  that  trouble,  Suice  the 
cale  is  To,  I  will  go  and  fcrvc  your  honor. 
And  your  honor  could  not  have  been  better 
lerved  by  any  body  in  the  whole  houie.  [fjr//. 

My  Lord.  Halloo.  [EnUr  four  other  waU 
^ers'\  A  light.  We  ll  go  to  bed.  Gen- 
tlemen, good  night.  lExif, 
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Rome»  half  an  hour  after  9  at  ni^r^ 

Monday,  January  12,  1760. 

I  Will  attempt  to  fiui(h  you  the  remainder 

of  the  chara£ter  of  the  Euglifhman  in  the 
play  before  I  go  to  bed.  The  next  icene 
where  he  appears,  is  when  he  comes  to 
driuk  chocolate  with  Rolaura, 

RosAVRA  and  ber  Servant  Marionette. 

m 

RosAURA.  Look  here  comes  my  lord.  He 
4oes  not  lofe  time. 

Marionette*  The  Engliih,  tho*  they 
are  flow  of  fpeech,  are  briik  in  di^ion. 

RosAURA.  But  I  do  not  like  ^  their  over 
ferioufncfs. 

Marionette.  Every  quarter  of  an  hour 
jhey'll  out  with  a  ;:ouple  of  words. 

RoSAURA. 
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RosAXTRA.  But  fhew  the  Eaiglsihman  in, 

pud  ill  the.  mean  timis  get  the  chocolajte 

Bf^cr  my  Lord  Roastbeef. 

RosAURA.  If  my  lord  uouriHies  fentw 
ments  for  me  fiiitable  to  inv  charader,  I 
vvill  admit  him  to  my  company,  and  per^ 
haps  in  time — [^^] — but  here  he  is. 

My  Lord,  Mtidam. 

RosAURA.  Your  fer^rant,  my  Lord. 

But  I  ihall  cut  off  this  fcene  till  Marionette 
brings  the  chocolate,  and  not  tire  you  too 
piuch  with  this  idle  piece. 

RosAUiiA.  Won't  you  take  a  difn  cho- 
colate, my  lord. 

My  Lord.  Madam.  \Pfcrhig  her  em  of 
the  difhcs?^ 

RosAURA,  What  a  laconic  manner  of  talk- 

x 
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.  Here  they  fit  a  long  while  without  fayiug 
awQi  J  ta  each  other,  and  driuking  tlicir  cho- 
colate^ contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  foreign 
countries,  who  would  thmk  it  innpolite  to 
leave  fo  long  an  interval  in  the  converfation. 
la  fad,  alluding  to  this,  the  French  arc  hard 
upon  us  in  a  proverb  they  have.  When 
they  are  fitting  very  ftupid,  and  faying  not 
a  word,  they  will  cry  out,  Foila  um  cemxr^ 
faim  a  FAngloife.  After  having  drunk  his 
chocolate,  my  lord,  giving  his  di(h  to  the 
maid  icrvaiit,  goes  on  thus* 

My  Lord.  You  are  a  French  girl,  are  not 
you,  Marionette  ? 

Marionette.  Yes  fir. 

My  Lord.  Your  lady  deferves  to  be  ierv- 
ed  with  particular  attention. 

Marionette.  I  do  wliai;  I  can  to  render 
inyfelf  agreeable  to  her. 

My  Lord  puts  his  difti  upon  the  falvcr  and 
g  piece  of  money  under  it. 

Marionette. 
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Marionette*  I'll  be  hanged  if  it  is  not 

a  crown  piece,  [-4^* 

RosAURA.  Here  take  my  di(h. 

Marionette.  \^JjiJc  io  Rofaura  feeing  tlje 
ring  upon  ber  finger!\  I  am  glad  you  have 
got  the  ring  at  laft* 

RosAURA.  Huih ! 

Marionette.  I'm  dumb.  [ExU^ 

My  Lord.  You  are  a  wluovv,  madam,  if 
1  am  not  miftakeu  ? 

RosAURA.  I  am  (b,  but  if  any  good  occa« 
fion  offered,  who  knows  but  I  might  facri- 
iice  my  liberty  oace  agam. 

My  Lord.  I,  on  the  contrary,  never  intend 
to  marry, 

RosAVRA.  But  why  fo  ? 

My  Lord.  That  liberty  you  fpeak  of  is 
too  dear  to  me. 

RosAURA.  You  have  never  vet  then  bccix 
iu  love? 

My  Lord.  Oh,  yes,  I  love  a  woman  whea. 
ihc  is  amiable* 


RoSAURA. 
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RosAUHA*  But  only  with  a  fleeting  paf- 
fion. 

My  Lord.  What  ought  we  always  to  be 
in  love  ? 

RosAVRA.  Conftancy  is  one  of  the  princi- 
pal qualiflcatious  of  a  real  lover. 

My  Lord,  I  am  conftant  as  long  as  my 
love  lads,  and  my  love  lafts  as  lung  I  ice 
the  objedl. 

RosAURA.  I  do  not  underftand  you  now^ 
my  Lord* 

My  Lord.  I'll  explain  myfelf.  I  love  you, 
for  luflancc,  and  will  be  faithful  to  yuu  as 
long  as  I  love  you ;  and  I  will  love  you  as 
long  as  we  are  near  each  othen 

RosAURA.  You  won*t  think  o£  me  then 
any  more  as  foon  as  you  are  gone  away  from 
Venice. 

My  Lord.  Of  what  ufe  would  it  be  to 
you  for  nte  to  love  you  when  I  am  at  I^n- 
don  or  Paris  i  My  love  would  be  uielefs  to 
you»  and  my  fuiterings  fruitlefs  to  my- 
felf. 

RoSAURA. 


I 


.^.d  by  Google 


ITALY,   GERMANY,   &c.  5x1 

RosAURA.  But  what  greater  fruits  can 
you  expect  from  your  love  while  you  are 
near  me. 

My  LfORD.  The  {being  you,  aind  being  feen 
by  you. 

RosAURA.  1  commend  your  dilcretion* 
My  Lord.  That's  as  far  as  a  lady  of 

honor  can  go* 

RosAURA.  Well  you  are  a  moft  amiable 

man* 

My  L.ORD.  I  am  one  devoted  Co  your  {er*- 
vice. 

RosAURA.  But  that's  only  while  you  a^e 
at  Venice. 

My  Lord.  No  longer. 

RosAURA.  What  a  curious  man  It  is. 

My  Lord.  How  agreeable  flie  is,  [./^c* 

Enter  Marion&tts. 

Marionette.  The  count,  madam,  is 
come  to  pay  you  a  vifit. 

t. 

RoSAURA. 
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RosAUAA.  What  the  count  of  Bofco 
Nero  ? 

Marionette.  The  fame,  madam. 

RoSAVRA.  Set  another  chair^  aud  dcfire 
him  to  walk  in. 

Marionette..  [Settkg  the  chair. '\  That 
jealous  Italian  has  never  given  me  a  half 
penny.  [£ji7/. 

My  Lord*  Is  the  count  then  one  of  your 
adorers,  madam  ? 

Rosaura.  Yes,  that's  his  aim. 

EnUr  ihc  Count. 

Count.  [Looking  upon  niy  lord]  Signora 
Rofaura  your  moft  obedient  humble  fer- 
vant. 

RosAVRA,  Your  fervent,  count,  won't  you 
£t  down. 

Count.  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  in  fuch 
good  company,  llronica/ly] 

My  Lord.  I  am  glad  you  arc  come,  count, 
faith  I  was  putting  the  poor  lady  Into 

the 
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the  ipleen  with  my  melaneholy  difpoii- 
tk>ii« 

Count.  On  the  contrary^  I  dare  fay  you 
have  entertained  her  very  well.  \Irofiica/ly.} 

My  LoHD*  You  know  my  humour. 

RosAUEA.  [Geukg  and Jpealung  to  Marh^ 
nctte  afidi^  Marionette,  (excuse  me  a  ml- 
^  nute^  gentlemen)  go  and  tell  my  fiAer 
Eleonora  to  come  here,  and  tell  her  to  fit 
down  by  my  lord.  I  am  afraid  this  affair 
viron*t  end  well.  \Exit  MarhMie. 

Count.  I  did  not  think  of  finding  you 
abroad  fo  early,  my  lord,  and  in  fuch  good 
company.    1  lee  you  have  a  good  tafle. 

RosAURA.  My  lord  has  been  fo  good,  you 
fee,  to  come  and  drink  a  difii  of  choeolato 
with  me  this  motniiigi 

Count.  Yes,  your  generofity  extends  to 
all.  [Ironicallyl 

RosAURA.  You  oflfend  me  now,  count. 

My  Lord.  [Ajide]  What  a  jealous  fellow 

•  *  ■ 

it  IS ! 
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Count.  No  perfou  can  deny  but  my  lord 
has  all  the  amiable  (qualities  that  can  be 
defired  in  a  lover. 

My  Lord.  [/l/ule\  1  am  tired  of  him. 

Enter  Eleonor A. 

Eleonor^  Wilt  this  agreeable  company 
permit  me  to  be  one  of  their  party  \ 

RosaurA.  Yes^  Eleonorai  come  and  fit 
down. 

My  Lord,  \i'o  Rofaura*]  Who  is  this 
young  lady  ? 

RosAURA.  She  is  my  fiiler. 

Eleonora,  Your  moft  obedient  fervant^ 
fin  [To  ny  brd^  ^bo  bows  wttbM  Jfeakifig 
to  ber.]  • 

RosAURA.  Sit  by  my  lord^  Eleononu 

Eleonora.  Yes;  with  your  leave,  my 
lord.    [Sits  down  by  him^ 

My  Lord.  You  do  me  great  honor,  ma- 
dam. [fFiibota  iooking  at  berJ] 

Eleonora.  You  are  an  Englifli  gentle* 

» 

mapy  are  not  you  i 

2  My 
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Affy  Lord.  Yes  madam*  \JVttbout  ImJkkg  at 
iber.] 

Elsokoha^  Have  you  been  long  In  Ve* 

-nice  ? 

My  i^RD.  Three  moiiths*  \U^itb$ut  look^ 

EleonoHAa  Do  ybu  like  this  town  ? 

My  Lord.'   Undoubtedly*    \WkbmU  hok^ 

£l£onora.  But  why  won^t  you  favor 
me,  my  lord,  with  lookiag  upon  me  ? 

My  LurD.  I  beg  your  pardon,  I  was  think* 
i'ng  quite  of  other  things.  I  do  not  like 
her.  [4/ide, 

ElsokorA*  I  am  very  ibriy  I  have  dif- 
turbed  you  in  your  reveries. 

My  LoRO.  Your  mofl  obedient  humbla 
fervant  [Getting  upJ] 

RosAURA.  What  are  you  goings  my  lord? 

My  Lord.'  Yes,  t  muft  go  to  St.  Markka 
placet  I  ihali  fee  you  s^in  in  the  after^* 
noon.  Your  fervant^  madam,  your  fervant^ 
count. 

K  k  2  RoSAVRA. 
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*  RosAURA.  \Go'>ig  to  get  up."]  Let  me  af 
leaft  

My  Lord.  No,  no,  don*t  trouble  your- 
fel^  remain  and  comfort  the  poor  count.  I 
fee  he  is  dying  for  love  of  you.  I  adore 
you  too,  but  for  that  very  reaioa,  I  receive 
pleafure  In  feeing  you  furrounded  witlir  other 
lovers,  who  do  juftice  to  your  deferts,  and 
applaud  my  choice.  \Exa^ 

The  four  rivals^  afterwards,  make  each  a 

prefcnt  to  his  miilrels.  The  Italian  only 
fends  a  love  letter,  the  Frenchman  his  pic^ 
ture,  and  the  Spaniard  his  pedigree;  but  the 
Engliffunan  orders  his  fervant  to  carry  her 
fome  handfome  jfewels.  Rofaura,  to  try  the 
conilancy  of  her  four  lovers^  difguifes  her- 
feif  in  the  iiabits  of  the  different  nations.^ 
Her  interview  with  the  Engliftimaa  is  as 

follows. 

Rofaura  enters  to  my  lord  in  difguifc^' 
with  a  malk  upon  her  face,  and  makes  a 

courtefy^ 
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I 

couitefy,  after  the  manner  of  the  Englifli. 
The  fcene  a  Venetian  Cafiap. 

i 

My  Lord.  This  caii  be  no  kaliaxi.  None 
but  an  £ngIi(hwoman  could  have  made  Co 
graceful  a  court efy.  [^^e.]  Your  moft 
obedient,  madam^  will  you  liaye  %  diih  of 
coiFee  i 

R08AUEA.  Sbaks  her  bead. 

My  Loan.  Or  of  chocolate  ? 

RosAURA.  Does  as  befcre. 

My  Lord,  Will  you  drink  a  glafs  of 
punch  I 

RosAURA.  Nods  her  bead. 

My  Lord.  (She  is  an  Engliihwoman  with- 
out doubt.)  Bring  fome  punch,  boy.  And 
pray,  my  fair  countrywoman»  who  has 
brought  you  here  from  Eagland  } 

RosAURA,  It  was  my  father. 

My  Lord.  What  bufmefs  is  he  of  ? 

RosAuiiA.  The  fame  hufiucls  as  you, 

My  LoRDf  You  are  a  lady  thei)  ? 

"I 

jS.OSAVBA..  Yes,  my  lord. 

Kit  3  Uj 
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My  Lord.  Sit  down,  won't  you.  [Hf 
Ifrings  a  chair  far  ber^  and  gives  her  bis  r  iglsf 
hand  to  fuppart  her.']  Do  you  knpw  me } 

RoSAu&A.  Too  welL 
.  My  Xa>rd*  Do  you  like  me  then  \ 

RosAURA.  'Tis  you  ftiap  have  the  poflef-r 
fion  of  my  heart, 

My  Lord.  Where  have  you  feen  me  ? 

RosAUR  A.  In  London.  [///  the  mean  time  it^ 
punch  is  brought^  and  they  drink  it  while  they  arc 
talking^ 

*   My  Lord.  Who  are  you  \ 
RosAURA.  That  is  wh»it  I  can  not  tell  you. 
My  Lord.  Do  I  know  you  ? 
HosAVRAt  I  believQ  you  dp, 
^iy  Lord.  Did  I  ever  love  you  ? 
RosAURAt  That  I  do  not  know. 

» 

My  Lord.  But  I  will  adore  yoi;  Uqvck 
hpnceforward. 

RosAURA.  You  <ire  engaged, 
My  Lord.  With  whom  ? 
llosAyRA*  With  Signora  Hofaura^ 

My 
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My  Lord.  I  have  promifed  nothing. 
RosAURA,  You  are  free  then  ? 
My  Lord.  Yes. 

JRosAURA.  May  I  hope  then  ?  ' 
My  Lord.  Yes. 

'  RosAiTR A.  Will  you  love  me  then  ? 
My  LiORD,  Yes,  I  promife  you. 
RosAURA.  Will  you  be  conilaut  i 
My  Lord,  liut  tell  mc  who  you  aie. 
RosAURA.  I  can  not  as  yet. 
My  Lord.  Nor  can  I  engage  myfelf  ia 
blindly. 

RosAURA.  You  will  fee  me  this  evening* 

My  Lord.  W'iiere  ? 

RosAURA.  At  a  friend's. 

My  Lord.  But  where  ? 

RosAURA.  You'll  know. 

My  Lord.  You  admit  me  then  ^uto  th$ 
number  of  your  conquells  ? 

RosAURA.  And  Rofaura  ~ 

My  Lord.  Oh !  ibe  muft  give  place  to 
a  countrywoman. 

RosAURA.  1  fliall  be  dreffed  di£erently. 

'  K  k  4  '  My 
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My  Lord.  And  fuppofing  I  do  not  know 

RpsAu&A.  Give  me  fomethiug  as  a  tokcii 

« 

tliat  I  may  always  be  able  to  difcover  myfelf 
to  you. 

MyIx>RD.  Shew  me  this  etuy.  [Giving 

RosAUAA.  That's  enough. 
My  LoRP.  Are  you  going  ? 
Ro^AUEA.  Yes. 

My  LoKD.  Shall  I  attend  you  i 
RosAU&A*  No|  I  charge  you  to  ftay  whcLc 
you  are. 

My  Loud.  I  obey. 

RosAVRAt  AdieUy  my  lord.  \/hd^  nuAh^ 
the  ufual  caurtefy^Jht  goes  off^f] 

My  LoEp.  What « pi^afure  you  have  in 
fading  youc  countryjypmea  abroad!  How 
gracefiali  |^er  courtefies  were  !  Ai^d  what  ^ 
agreeable  way  of  talkings  withoyt  any  thing 
fuperfluous.  If  Ihe  i$  as  handfome  as  genteel, 
ihe  is  amiable  to  the  laft  degree,  and  deferves 
to  be  |)referred  to  Rpfaura,  [Exk. 
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After  Rofaura  has  ferved  all  her  lovers  m 
Ithis  manner,  ihe  naturally  choofes  the  Itar 
lian,  and  the  play  ends.  I  do  not,  however, 
thhik  by  the  extracts  I  have  given,  you  can 
form  any^'uft  idea  of  the  charader  they  de? 
itgned ;  indeed  you  ought  to  have  feen  the 
three  others  to  make  the  contrail  more 
Arong,  and  then  you  know,  in  a£iing,  the 
drefs  and  adlion  of  an  EngUihman  is  every 

r 

tiding.  They  did  not  drefs  him  badly,  tho* 
not  at  all  In  the  real  Englifh  tafte,  but  in  the 
tafte  of  the  Englifh  that  travel,  which  is  a 
fort  of  baftard  drefs,  refembiing  that  of  no 
pation  at  all. 
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I 

■ 

LETTER  XCUI. 

,  Rome,  12  o'clock  at  1100119 

Tliurfday,  Jan.  15,  1 761. 

X  A  M  juft  returned  from  taking  a  walk  to 
one  Pagliarini'sA  a  bookieller,  who  has  beea 
lately  put  mto  prifon  for  a  work  he  has 
publifhed  agaiaft  the  Jefuits,  called,  **  The 
Wolves  in  Sheeps  Cloathing."  You  know 
we  have  not  quite  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
here*  However,  his  brother-ia-law  carries^ 
on  the  bufinefs  till  he  gets  out  of  confine* 
ment.  Indeed,  I  do  not  believe  he  will  be 
freed  eafily.  He  pretends,  however,  to  have 
authorities  and  licenfes  for  printing  certain 
things. 

I  will  tell  you  a  trifling  cafe  which  has  hap- 
pened, not  having  any  thing  better  at  pre- 
fent  to  give  you.   I  have  a  little  dog,  called 

MofchiuOt 
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MofchinOt  which,  trauflated  into  EiigUih, 
only  means  Fly*    1  can  not  fay  he  is  a 
J^eauty,  but  I  like  fo  playful  a  companion 
in  my  peregrinations.    This  little  dog  then 
of  mine  ran  out  into  the  ftreet,  and  was 
ilolen.    About  two  hour^  after  my  fervaut 
{aw  him  at  a  coffee-houfe  with  a  ftrange 
jiuin,  who,  upon  btliig  qucftioneJ,  laid  the 
idog  was  bis,  and  that  he  had  bought  him 
four  days  ago  of  a  perfon  in  the  ftreets.  My 
iervant  faid  it  was  a  he,  but  the  man  fwelled 
and  would  not  give  the  dog.    As  there  were 
twl^  or  three   other   pLiioiii  with  him, 
and  the  ^nafter  of  the  cofl^e^^houie  put  him* 
felf  on  his  fide,  my  fervant  thqught  the 
wifeft  thing  he  could  do,  was  to  retreat,  not 
10  break  the  Italian  proverb,  which  fays, 

Un  bcl  morir  tutta  ia  vita  onora, 
|Jo  bel  fuggir  %lva  la  vita  ancom*  . 

Which  word  for  word  in  Englifh  runs  thus: 
**  The  dying  well  honors  all  your  life,  but 
lliQ  flying  well  faves  that  life  into  the  bar- 

gam. 
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gain."  According  to  this  heroic  maxinij  my 
fervant  made  a  retreat.  However,  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  oofiee-bouic  had  afTured  him  that 
he  knew  where  his  antagonift  lived,  and  if 
it  w^as  really  his  ioa{ler*s  dog*  he  might 
demand  him  whenever  he  pleafed  at  his  own 
houfe.  In  confeq^uence,  I  fent  him  to  the 
coflfee-houfe  to  get  this  intelligence,  but 
he  only  received  a  furly  aniwer  from  the 
mafter  of  it,  who  told  him  that  he  knew 
nothing  at  all  about  it.  You  may  imagine 
fuch  an  evafion  raifed  my  anger.  But  what 
was  I  to  do  ?  Was  I  to  go  and  beat  the 
fellow  myfelf  i  No,  that  would  be  thought 
in  thefe  countries  to  be  degrading  the  cava* 
iier,  who  is  a  very  peaceable  animal •  Was 
J  to  fend  my  man  to  perform  the  operation  ? 
No,  for  he  did  not  care  to  go.  Tlie  affair 
was  too  trivial  to  incon>mode  the  governor 
or  courts  of  ju^lice.  Another  method  offered, 
which,  tho  perhaps  it  would  not  be  quite  the 
faihion  upon  Engiiih  ground,  here  in  Italy 
the  very  pink  of  the  mode.    You  know 

a  goctl 
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^  good  traveller  muft  conform  to  the  cnfioins 
of  all  countries.  Suppofe  your  bonor,  faid 
rxiy  iervant^  was  to  hire  a  bully/*  and  a  buUy 
,  vras  hired.  He  was  a  Spaiiiard^  and.  lived  in 
the  jurifdidUon  of  the  Spani(h  ambaflador*$ 
palace,  which  is  a  large  extent  of  grouiul, 
upon  which  no  conftable  or  bailiff^  or  any 
other  officer  of  juilice  4^r6&  appear.  As 
you  liavc  lievcr  Icea  a  perfoii  of  this  pro- 
feffion  in  England,  you  may,  perhaps,  like 
to  know  how  he  looked.  Navarro^  for  that 
was  his  name,  was  a  robuft  fmewy  man. 
Not  over  tall,  but  thick  and  ilout  fet.  His 
eye  was  piercing,  and  by  quick  evolutions 
difcovered  a  gpoJ  deal  of  the  white  of  it- 
He  had  on  a  red  waidcoat^  with  a  kind  of 
rough  horfeman*s  coat,  of  a  darkiih  colour, 
and  his  neck  was  furrounded  by  a  black 
criavat.  Faiiened  to  a  leathern  belt,  g^rt  on 
the  outiide  of  his  waiftcoat,  hung  a  rufty 
fword,  while  his  right  hand  grafped  a  large 
knotty  fiick,,  or  rather  clubr  and  his  left 
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was  holding  a  fierce  cocked  hat,  which  hef 
had  pulled  off  upon  being  admitted  into  my 
room*  I  declare  I  (hoitld  not  like  to  havd 
met  hitn  at  nighty  but,  tho*  the  Italians  are 
accufed  of  killing  their  enemies  by  pro^Ly, 
I  beheve  there  are  very  few  premeditated 
nuudcis  coiiiniitted  at  Rome.  The  firft 
thing  we  did  waS|  to  make  an  agreement 
for  a  trifling  fum  of  money,  when  I  was 
defired  to  fet  my  heart  at  reft,  for  t  ihould 
Ihortly  have  the  dog.  In  fsiStg  Navarro  went 
to  the  coffee^houfe^  and  afiured  the  mailer 
of  it,  that  if  he  did  tell  him  immediately 
where  the  mau  lived  who  detained  my  dog, 
he  would  turn  him  and  his  billiard  tabler 
and  bis  whole  room  out  of  the  window^ 
There  was  no  withftanding  this  ftrong  argu-* 
meat.   The  man  iaxd,  trembling,  that  hd 

Would  fee  if  he  could  find  the  perfon. 
Accordingly^  he  went  out,  and  fo  great  was 
his  goad  luck  in  meeting  with  him^  that  in 
lefs  than  half  an  hour  he  returned  with  the  , 

vcqr 


.^.d  by  Google 


•  ITALY^  GERMANY,    &c.  527 

Very  perfou  who  had  my  dog«  Navarro 
demanded  it  of  him.    The  fellow  bowing 
and  fcrapingy  faid  he  would  bring  it  imme*  ^ 
diatel/i  which  he  did,  aiid  the  aitair  fiui(hed« 


L£T« 
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Rome,  4  o*clock  aftcrnooni 
Tuerdajy  Jan*  20.  1761. 

w  £  have  little  news  of  any  kind  ftirring 
here.  They  fay^  as  a  popular  rumour,  that 
*  the  Turk  is  arming  to  attack  Maltaj  upon 
account  of  the  (hip  detained  by  the  Maltefe^ 
the  Ottoman  Crown,  whkh  I  gave  you  an 
Account  of  the  flaves  running  away  with^ 
However  I  believe  the  Turkfli  may  as  well 
abandon  the  thought  of  befieging  Malta# 
as  they  would  do  nothing  ;  for  I  heard  an 
Englifli  fca-officer  Jcckue  that  he  does  not 
think  all  oiir  fleet  in  the  bay  wotild  be  able 
to  take  the  place4  However,  I  believe  th& 
,  inhabitants  might  be  reduced  by  hunger  to 
furrender,  as  it  is  only  a  rock  and  produces 
very  little*  The  greateft  part  ofitsprovi- 
fions  come  from  Sicily.    However>  in  objec-* 

tion 
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tlon  to  this  method  of  taking  it,  the  fea  is 

very  rough  and  boiilerous  round  tlie  iflaud, 
which  readers  it  difficult  for  vefiels  to  lie 
there  a  fufficient  time  to  form  a  blockadei 
But  I  will  tell  you  more  of  Malta  when  I 
get  thercfc 

6  o'clock,  aftcrncxxi* 

I  have  juft  beeti  improving  myfelf  id 
French  with  a  clever  native  of  that  coun- 
try»  who  comes  to  read  books,  as  he  fzySf 
with  thofe  who  are  fond  of  that  language^ 
but  is  in  hGt  only  a  French  mailer*  The 
predominancy  of  that  language  in  Europe 
is  wonderful,  and  obliges  even  unwilling 
Britons  to. learn  it.    Engllfli  will  never  be 
equally  univerfal,  atid  its  progrefs  is  much 
retarded  in  thefe  countries  by  mod  of  our 
iauthors  being  forbidden  to  be  read.  The 
liidex  expurgatorius  Uus  very  hard  upon  us^ 
and  indeed  all  books  compofed  in  Britaiti 
iire  fufpeded  of  herefy,  that  dreadful  crime. 

Vol.  II.  JL'  1    .  which 
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which  bciag,  as  a  Jefuitlcal  author  tells  me, 
worfe  than  murder,  tlitit  imd  adulter/,  ought 
to  be  puiii(hed  by  more  violent  means.  His 
'  words  are  as  follow.    **  Hieretici  magis  per* 

turbaiit  pacexn  CUriAianam,  quani  homi- 
"  cidaj,  fures,  adulter!.  •  At  hi  jufte  puui- 
**  iintur  piriui    capitis.     Ergo  magis  illi. 

Mar,  Becaui  fociet.  Jefu  Theologi  manu- 
"  ale  controverfiarum  1.  5.  c.  17/*  I  have 
met,  however^  with  n^any  Romau  catho- 
lics who  deny  this  doctrine,  and  hold  it 
impious  ti)  extend  their  tenets,  like  Ma- 
homet, by  the  iword.  Indeed  I  hope  thofe 
times  are  now  pafled,  when  religious  &na- 
ticiixn  was  armed  with  tire  and  iaggot,  and 
both  Tides  kcmed  to  think  they  pleafed 
heaven  by  facrificlng  their  opponents.  Let 
the  Jefuits  fay  what  they  will,  I  join  with 
the  Augufiinians  who,  in  their  convent 
here  at  Rome,  have  a  very  fine  fiatue  of 
St,  Auguflin  treading  a  hydra,  jrcprcfent- 
ing  herely,  under  his  feet,  and  braiiui:h- 
ing  over  him,  not  a  fword,  but  a  pen,  . 

Rome^ 
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Rome,  2  o'clock  afternoon, 
Wednefdayj  Jan,  zu  ij^i* 

I  Have  been  this  morning,  to  the  Vatican, 
the  ancient  refidence  of  the  popes,  but  which 
is  now  abandoned  for  the  higher  fituation  of 
Monte  Cavallo.  RaphaeFs  fine  .paintmgs  in 
frefcoj  feem  to  fuffer  much  by '  (he  damp, 
and  I  thuik  his  hoUnefs  ought  to  be  at  the 
expence  of  keeping  a  chafing-difli  iu  the 
rooms.  The  battle  of  Conftantine  with 
Maxentius  takes  the  whole  fide  of  a  wall, 
and  looks  very  noble.  I  was  glad^  however* 
to  leave  the.fe  uninhabited  apartments  for  the 
more  frequented  libraiy,  famous  through- 
out the  world  for  its  manufcripts,  which, 

* 

however,  fince  moft  of  the  books  have  been 
printed  arc  more  curious  than  ufeful.  I  was 
ihewn  many  of  them,  but  had  rather  read 

L  1  3  the 
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the  worft  type,  than  the  beA  of  their  copied^ 
r  Among  other  things  I  Taw  the  original  work 
of  Henry  the  eighth  in  favor  of  the  fevea 
facraments^  but  had  not  time  to  read  the  fool- 
ilh  king's  arguments, /^M'  regis  argumeHta, 
as  Luther  calls  them  in  his  anfwer#  There 
^re  iikewife  fome  love  letters,  between  that 
monarch  and  Anna  Boleyn,  which  arc  cer- 
tainly not  worth  keeping,  if  the  popes  did 
not  think  it  of  lervice  to  their  caufe  to  prove 
what  a  libidinous  prince  he  was.  But  I 
think  we  are  fati^ticd  of  that  without  going 
to  the  Vatican  to  fee  his  hand-writing.  .Tiic 
letters  are  fome  in  French,  and  fbme  in 
Englifh,  and  are  filled  with  ferawls  of 
'wounded  hearts,  flames  and  darts,  and  I 
do  not  know  what  all^  He  talks  much  of 
hunting  the  hart,  which  I  fuppofe  was  then  a 
fafhionable  diverlion  m  this  ifland.  In  one  of 
the  Vatican  courts  (lands  the  famous  ApoUo 

Belvedere,  reckoned  the  fineft  fiatue  in  the 

world,  but  I  am  fo  ignorant  as  to  tlunk  I 

have  feen  as  good,  or  at  Icaft  more  pleafing. 

LET- 
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Rome,  1 2  o'clock  at  ooon, 
Tfaurfday,  Jan.  22,  1761. 

H  O  W  are  the  mighty  faileu,  and 
the  weapons  of  war  periflied  !  Lail  night 
Navarro,  my  Spaiiiih  bully,  got  three  flabs 
with  a  kuiic  as  he  was  going  home  from  my 
lodgings,  where  he  bad  come  to  receive  the 
reward  of  his  operations.  Not  that  the 
affair  of  my  dog  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
it,  but  he  had  quarrelled  at  play  with  ano- 
ther man.  The  fellow  way-lalJ  him  as  he 
ivent  away  from  me,  and  gave  him  two 
(labs  in  the  fide,  and  one  in  his  breaft.  He 
'  is  now  at  the  hoipital.  They  hope  he  will 
not  die.  The  wound  in  his  bread  is  -the 
only  one  they  are  apprehenfivc  of.  Thus 
may  end  the  life  of  a  bravo,  and  prove  it  is 
better  to  live  in  peace  and  quiet. 

L  1  3  According 
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According  to  'what  I  have  hitherto  at« 
tempted^  and  which  you  urge,  I  dare  fay, 
for  my  own  inftrtidion,  I  will  pve  you 
lome  outlines  of  the  hiilory  of  the  modern 
Roman  (late,  bqt  know  the  di^culty  of 
douig  it,  tho'  I  fhall  feparate  the  ecclefi- 
ftical  power  of  the  popes  from  their  tem- 
poral, as  the  former  would  involve  me  in 
controverfy,  and  tl>^  latter  is  all  that  be-  • 
longs  to  me  at  prefeut  to  coniidcr  of.  Aitcr 
the  Goths  had  deilroyed  the  Wef^rn  Em- 
pire,  and  cicclcd  Italy  into  a  kuigdoiii,  the 
popes  feem  to  have  had  no  civil  authority 
at  all  allowed  them,  no  more  than  while 
their  fuccefibrs  the  Lombards  ruled  thofe 
ftates.  The  firft  temporal  power  the  popes 
got,  was  from  the  Francs,  who  had  driven 

• 

put  the  Lombards ;  and  the  Weftern  Empire 
being  renewed  under  Charlemagne,  by  the 
acclamation  of  the  Romans,  pope  Leo  the 
thh'd  aiioiatcd  him  and  cloathed  him  witli 
the  imperial  mantle;  in  return  for  which 
'  fhat  monarch  ceded  to  him  (as  his  father 

Pepin 
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Pepin  had  betbre  done  to  pope  Zachary,  for 
having  determined  that  he  migiit  murder- 
Childeric^  and  icize  his  throne,)  great  part 
of  the  •  territories  wiiich  tlic  holy  fee  at 
prefent  enjoys  ;  but  without  the  fovereignty 
over  the  city  of  Rome  itfelf,  which  thofe 
artful  prelates  afterwards  obtained  daring  the 
troubles  that  hifelled  Italy  in  the  fucceeding 
reigas,  1  hey  had  not  long  fliakcn  oft*  the 
imperial  yoke,  when  upon  the  bafis  of  the 
feudal  f)ft:em  they  erefted  wonderfully  a 
kind  of  monarchy  over  almoft  all  the  king- 

m 

doms  of  Europe,  and  the  emperors  them- 
felves.  Henry  the  fourth  of  Germany  was 
brought  to  the  feet  of  Gregory  the  feventh, 
and  the  world  trembled  at  the  thunders  of 
the  Vatican.  Long  mij^ht  they  have  con- 
tinued this  new  kind  of  defpotifm,  which, 
as  not  raifcd  by  arms,  was  not  fubjc£l  to 
foie<-.    If  their    own    diflTentioiis   aiul  tlic 

wickednefs  of  fome  of  the  poj:es  had  not 
given  a  blow  to  their  power,  which  their 
luccelTors  could  never  heaL    While  ambi^ 

■ 
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tion  often  raifed  two  popes  at  once,  eacu 
became  too  weak  to  fupport  the  amazing 
fabric  which  their  predeceflbrs  had  reared^ 
and  councils  began  to  aflume  an  authority 
over  the  contending  parties^  which  broke 
their  whole  fyftem.    The  council  of  Con-s 
fiance  depofed  three  popes,  and  appointed 
^  fourth,  who  was  acknowledged  by  all 
Chriftendom  for  its  univerfal  pafton  That 
of  Baiil  declared  a  council  to  be  iuperior  to 
the  pope,  a  docliiae  which  the  French,  to 
this  day,  maintain  as  an  article  of  faith, 
Put  the  principal  blow  arofe  from  veiy 
fmall  beginnings,  and  fpread  like  wild-fire 
through  the  north.   Leo  the  tenth  wanted 
money  to  fupport  his  elegant  but  expenfivc 
way  of  life,)  and  as  much  had  heretofore 
been  raifed  by  the  fale  of  indulgencies, 
Dominicans  wer^  fent  into  Germany  to  levy 
this  religious  tax.     JLuther,  perhaps,  lef$ 
ftru^K  with  its  illegality  than  the  means  of 
yaifuig  it,  by  which  his  own  order  of  Auguf-r 
fiman§  was  excluded  from  the  |;ains,  furi^t 

pufly 
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oufly  declaimed  agaiiift  the  Dominicans, 
and  from  thence  ftruck  nt  the  right  of  iiw 
dulgencies  themfelvcs^  from  which  there 
was  but  a  ihorc  trauiiriou  to  the  power  of 
the  pope,  who  granted  them.  Leo,  im*» 
merfed  iu  literary  eaie,  difregardcd  the  attack 
of  a  limple  friar,  and,  perhaps,  had  not  even 
patience  to  read  the  barbarous  Latin  of  hi^ 
antagonift.  i^ut  it  was  ildapted  to  the 
genius  of  Luther^s  countrymen,  and  his 
tenets  loon  ipread  over  all  the  north,  whole 
princes,  likewile,  embraced  his  doctrine.  ^  In 
the  mean  time  Calvin'ii  reformation  broke 
put  at  Geneva,  who,  tho*  he  differed  in  fon^p 
material  points  from  Luther,  agreed  with 
■  \nm  ill  hi^  animolity  agaialt  Rome.  A 
great  part  of  France  embraced  his  tenets, 
and  Englaud,  ilkcwlk,  after  tlie  death  of 
Henry  VIII.  who  had,  indeed,  ftiaken  off 
the  papncy,  but  maintained  the  other  parts 
of  the  Roman  catholic  religion  with  iiro  and 
fword.  Clement  the  Ibvcnth,  then  upon 
the  pajnil  throne,  chole  rather  lo  dir^leafc 

the 
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the  Britiih  monarcli  than  the  emperor  Charles 
the  fifth,  vvhofe  aunt  Catherine  it  was  that 
Henry  wanted  to  divorce  for  the  love  of 
Anna  Boleyn.  This  defedion  of  the  pro* 
teftantSy  called  fo  from  the  German  proteft 
at  Francfort,  totally  deftroyed  that  rivaUhip 
of  power  by  which  the  Popes  had  rendered 
thcmiclves  foimidablc  to  their  enemies,  and 
triumphed  ovej  their  jealous  vaflals.  The 
Romans,  however,  ftill  boafl  of  their  city 
being  the  head  of  the  world ;  but  moft  of 
them  now  coafefs,  with  the  other  Romaa 
catholics,  that  the  pope  has  abfolutely  no- 
thing to  do  out  of  his  own  territories,  except 
in  fpiritual  matters. 


LET- 
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Romci  40*clock,  afteraooiit 

'I  ucltlav,  Jwia.  2^,  ijitl, 

S  A  T  i:  R  D  A  Y  laft  was  the  firft  day  of 
liccnfe  for  { cople  to  go  malked  about  the 
ftreetSf  On  Sunday  there  were,  however, 
no  malks.  for  the  Romans  did  ihew  that  rei^ 
ped  to  the  Lord's  day,  tho'  they  are  all  mad 
at  prefcnt.  I  have  not,  however,  beea 
abroad  this  afternoon,  and. yet  all  the  town 
is  running  about  the  ftreets.  They  are  dret 
fed  up  like  merry  Andrews,  and  making  a 
prodigious  noife.  This  maikiiig  is  not  a  di« 
verfion  much  to  my  tafte,  however,  as  when 
you  are  at  Rome,  you  muft  do  as  they  do  at 
Rome,  I  yefterday,  after  dinner,  went  to 
partake  of  their  diverfions.    I  was  not  mafk- 

I 

^d,  for  there  is  no  obligation  of  appearing 
^ith  a  vi^or  upon  your  f>ice.   The  number 

pf 
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of  people  collected  together  is  fruitful  of 
many  accidents;  for,  notwithftanding«  all 
the  care  tlie  magiftrates  can  take,  there  al* 
ways  happens  fomething  or  other.  And  yet 
all  offenfive  weapons  are  ftridly  forbidden , 
and  the  cord  is  prepared  to  draw  up  the  re« 
fractory  iu  the  air  by  their  arms  behind. 

The  horlc-race  llkevvife  towards  fun-let 
was  attended  with  a  fatal  accident.  I  have 
already  told  you  the  manner  of  the  horfes 
running  in  Italy^  without  riders.  They  run 
up  the  long  AreeC  of  the  Corio,  which  is 
juft  a  mile  in  length,  and  as  ilraight  ,as  aa 
arrow.  They  ftart  in  the  ftjuare  I  meiitioaed 
to 'you  before  at  the  entrance  into  Rome« 
The  Corfo  is  the  middle  of  the  three  ftreets 
to  which  the  obehik  forms  a  center,  and^  I 
fuppofe,  owes  its  name  to  this  diveriion.  The 
ftreet  to  the  leit  haiiU  is  called  Strada  Bab- 
buino,  and  that  to  the  right  hand  Strada  di 
Ripetta.  Mow  between  thefe  two  ftreets  and 
(he  Corfby  in  order  to  terminate  the  angles, 

tUey 
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they  muft  necelfarily  make  with  each  other; 
there  are  two  pretty  little  churches,  one  ex« 
actly  fimilar  to  the  other.  I  ihould  think 
the  three  ftreets  ftand  inclmed  to  each  other 
not  above  an  angle  of  20  degrees  each.  In  the 
centre,  where  the  three  lines  they  make  con« 
verge,  ftands  the  obeliik  to  terminate  tlie 
view.  Upon  one  fide  of  the  pedeftal  of  it 
i&  written  what  follows. 

Imp.  Caefar  Divi  F. 
Auguftus  ♦ 

■ 

Pontifex  Maximus 
Imp.  XU.  Cof.  XI.  Trib.  Pot.  XiV. 
^gypto  in  poteftatem 
Populi  Romani  redact^ 
Soli  donum  dedit. 

♦  The  emperor  Cciar  Auguftus,  ibii  of  the  divine  Julius^ 
twelve  times  emperor,  eleven  times  conful,  and  fourteen 
timci  charged  with  the  tribunitial  power,  dedicated  this 
obeliik  to  die  fuoi  after  having  reduced  Egypt  under  di« 
power  of  the  Roman  people. 

On 
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On  another  fide  has  been  added  the  fei* 
lowing  infcription* 

Sixtus  *  V.  Pont.  Max# 

Obelilcum  huac 
A  Caviare  Aug,  Soli 
la  Circo  Maximo,  ritu 
Dtcatum  impio, 
Miferaudsl  ruiua 
Fractum  obrutumque 
Erui^  traasfeni. 
Format  fuae  reddi, 
Cruclque  invictils  : 
Dedicari  juflit. 
A.  MDLXXXIX.  Pont.  IV. 

Pope  Sixtus  the  fifth  after  having  caufed  this  obeliik^ 
dedicated  by  Aogaftas  Cefar  in-  the  Circus  Maxhniis  to 
.  the  fun  with  impious  rites,  to  be  dug  up,  tranfportedf 
and  reftored  to  its  form,  from  the  miferaUe  rains  under 
which  it  lay  brokea  and  overwhelmed,  hathr  ordered  it  to 
be  dedicated  to  the  viAorious  crofs,  A.  D*  1589,  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  pontificate* 

The 
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The  olkiilk  is  full  of  hieroglyphics,  and 
iii  tlic  crofs  on  the  top  is  faid  to  be  inclofed  a 
fmall  piece  of  our  Saviour's  crofs.  It  is  of 
granite,  as  all  the  others  are,  and  ortgioally 
of  one  piece  of  that  marble,  without  the 
Romans,  as  ibme  have  imagined,  had  a  ce- 
mciit,  wlilch  uiiltcd  the  parts  fo  clulcly  to- 
gether as  not  to  be  diftinguifhable  by  pofte^ 
rity.  The  fuppoiition,  I  confefs,  leems  im- 
pofTiblei  but  how  then  were  fuch  extreme 
weights  brought  from  Egypt,  where  the 
cjuarries' are  fuppofed  telle?  The  luerely 
raiting  the  obeliik  which  ftands  in  the  fquare 
St.  Peter's,  was  reckoned  a  great  undertaking 
of  Fontana,  and  gave  birth  to  the  ftory  of 
the  failor's  telling  them  to  wet  the  ropes  in 
order  to  lengthen  thern^  as  they  proved  too 
ihort.  The  granite  columns  alfo  before  the 
pantheon  feem  entirely  of  one  mafs,  and  are 
muqh  fuperior  in  fize  to  what  our  beft  con- 
noifieurs  in  mechanics  could  tranfport  from 
one  place  to  another  in  our  degenerate  days. 
We  have  not  even  any  lliips  which  could  re- 

ccive 
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ceive  them,  and  yet  our  vefiels  feem  much 
more  coaliderable  than  tbofe  of  the  ancient 
Romans.  I  imagine  therefore,  that  they 
muft  have  tovv  ud  them  upon  Immenfe  rafts^ 
In  whicli  manner  they  might  come  up  the 
Tyber  at  certain  feafons,  and  then  by  end- 
lefs  numbers  of  people  reared  them  in  their 
refpedlive  ftations.  This  feems  to  me  the 
only  fuiutioa  of  the  difficulty  ;  for  1  can 
never  beheve  that  the  cement  of  thofe  an- 
cient  times  was  (b  much  fuperlor  to  ours^ 
as  not  to  be  difcemed.  The  difficulty  is^ 
how  in  a  ftormy  fea,  they  could  hinder 
thefe  rafts  from  breaking  their  ihips  to 
pieces* 

Rome,  half  an  hour  aflcr  3,  aftcrnuon, 
Wednefday,  Jan.  28,  1761* 

T  O  go  on  with  my  account  of  the'racd 

horfes,  which  I  left  for  digrefiion  ariien 

from  the  fpot  where  they  ilarted*  The 

Barbs,  for  fo  they  call  them^i  tho'  none 

% 
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Come  from  Barbary,  were  all  brought  to 
a  rope  extended  acrofs  the  end  of  the  Corfo^ 
and  a  man  on  purpofe  for  that  office^  let 
it  drop  as  foon  as  the  (ignal  was  given. 
The  refpedive  grooms  then  give  their 
beafts  a  good  flog,  and  ^way  they  ran  all 
by  themfelves.  Now  there  were  fifteen 
horfes  ftarted  on  Monday.  While  they 
were  In  the  fquare,  they  were  full  at  large. 
The  corners  which  led  into  the  Corfo  were 
crouded  with  innumerable  people.  The 
horleS)  who  found  themfclves  confined  at  their 
entiance  into  the  ftreet,  bore  down  all  obfta- 
cles^  and  the  outermoft  ones  on  each  fide 
threw  down  the  people  that  flood  in  their 
way.  You  may  imagine  what  a  fury  they 
were  in,  jufl  evaded  from  the  whips  of  their 
grooms,  with  a  let  of  fpurs  or  prickly  balls 
running  into  their  backs  and  flanks.  Before 
they  flart  there  is  a  pijcc  of  tin  lying  under 
thefe  ftimulators,  which  for  the  time  hin- 
ders their  operation.  At  the  entrance  there* 
fore  of  the  horfes  into  the  Corfo  there  were 
Vol.  II.  M  m  nea^ 
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near  twenty  people  flung  down^  but  by  good 
luck  only  one  killed  outright.  The  perfbn 
that  was  run  over  is  a  prieft.  They  will 
think  it  a  judgment  upon  him,  for  frequent- 
ing profane  diverfiond.  However,  the  beft 
alTifiance  that  could  be  got^  ecclefiaftical  and 
chirurgicalj  was  given  him  immediately.  But 
they  fay  he  breathed  his  lall  before  he  could 
be  caiiicd  home.  There  was  another  affair 
happened  on  Sunday  night,  but  that  was  at 
the  theatre  of  Argentina.  At  the  end  of 
the  opera,  a  dutchefs  of  rank  in  this  city 
wanted  to  go  home.  Now  there  is  a  law, 
and  a  very  good  law  too,  that  all  coaches^ 
after  the  theatre  is  finiftied,  muft  put  them- 
felves  into  a  Aring,  and  fo  come  to  the  thea<» 
tre  door  one  after  another.  The  .dutchefs^s 
codcliman,  like  other  fervants  to  people  of 
high  rank,  wanted  to  pal's  other  coaches  to 
get  fooner  to  the  door.  The  foldiers  turned 
him  back,  and  the  fellow  in  a  huff  kept  bis 
miftrefs  waiting  as  much  as  he  could,  and 
came  up  long  after  the  lall  coach  had  been 

departed. 
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depsirted.  While  his  lady  "was  getting  in  he 
muttered^  that  he  ihould  not  have  made  her 
Wait  fo  long,  if  it  had  not  been  for  thole 
rogues  and  rafcals  of  officers^  Tiio'  the 
officers  were  not  clofe  by,  they  heard  him, 
and  not  being  in  England,  where  a  coach- 
man may  fit  upon  his  box  and  libel  ther 
whole  world,  ordered  their  foldiers  to  cane 
him.  The  operation  was  performed  with 
fo  much  energy^  that  the  coachman,  either 
through  liquor^  malice,  or  the  excefs  of 
pain,  tumbled  off  his  box*  The  horfes^ 
freed  from  their  wonted  guider*s  hand, 
puihed  on,  while  the  dutchefs's  and  her 
companions  drefled  lieads  were  fcreaming 
out  of  the  windows.  But  their  fright  did 
not  laft  long,  for  the  coach  taking  a  flone, 
went  over,  and  laid  them  peaceably  in  the 
dirt.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  the  fer-- 
vants  feeing  his  companion  and  miftrefs 
treated  fo  cavalierly,  went  up  to  the  offi- 
cer who  commanded  the  guard,  and  drew 
a  knife  agaiuft  him.   He  was  immediately 

M  m  2  put 
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put  under  arrcfl.  During  thcfe  tianuJiuiij 
the  dutchcls  aiiJ  nci  lauics  were  with  difB- 
culty  extra£ted  from  the  broken  coach^  and 
got  another  to  go  home  in.  The  next  morn- 
ing Ihe  lent  to  accuie  the  principal  olticer 
fur  the  manner  in  which  he  liad  behaved  to 
her.  The  military  prelate,  who  is  gencralil- 
•  iiii.o  ot  the  pope's  forces,  .knt  her  back  the 
fcrvant  who  was  put  under  arreft,  and  advi* 
fed  her  to  let  the  thing  drop,  as  the  fellow 
might  get  hanged  for  drawing  his  knife,  and 
tiiat  if  (he  would  fay  no  more  about  the 
matter,  he  would  do  the  lame,  to  which  I 
behwve  Ihe  cuuformed,  as  I  have  heard  no- 
thing farther  about  the  affair. 

Rome,  three  (jjvirtcrs  aucr  i  aC  noon, 
>  .  Thitrfday%  Jan.  29,  1761. 

1  fhall  have  but  little  time  to  write,  as  I 
am  going  to  enjoy  the  pleafures,  or  rather 
the  follies  of  the  Corfo.  O  I  people  of 
Rome*,  to  what  are  you  reduced  ?  You  who 

once 
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once  commanded  the  globe  of  earth  ;  (tho* 
the  ancient  Romans  perhaps  ftretched  a 
little  in  faying  fo,)  howeVer,  you  at  Icaft  had 
one  of  the  greateft  empires  ever  yet  known 
in  the  world ;  how  are  you  fallen  I  You  now 
dellre  nothing  but  to  cat  and  fee  ihcws. 
But  ill  fa\fl,  it  was  the  fame  in  Juvenars  ^ 
time.  The  fame  charafter  he  gives  of  the 
Romans  exifts  in  our  days.  Juvenal's  words 
are  as  follow. 

lampi  idcin  ex  (juo  luffragia  nuUi 
Vendimiu,  efiiigit  c\iras>  nam  qui  dabat  olim 
Inipci  iuni,  fafccs,  legiones,  omnb,  mine  ic 
Cantincty  atque  duas  tantum  res  atmtis  optat 

Fanem  ct  Ciiccnlcs.— • 

The  coacli  i;»  at  the  door  and  I  Uiuil  go* 


M  m  3 
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1.  E  T  T  E  R  XCVn. 

\ 

Rome^  10  o'clock  at  nigbtj 
Mpfldajj  Feb.  29  1 76  it 

T  HIS  eveuing  a  gentleman  has  put  into 
my  hand  an  account  of  the  late  eruption  of 
Vefuvius,  which  I  will  tranflate  you^  fliorten«» 
ing  as  much  as  poilible  the  original,  as  it  ia 
tediouSt 

"  On  the  23d  pf  December,  at  two  of  the 
foreign,  and  nine  of  the  Italian  clock,  a 
fhock  or  two  of  an  eartlicjuakc  \va;>  felt 
**  even  in  Naples,  which  muft  have  been 
^*  much  ilronger  in  places  nearer  the  moun^ 
*^  tain. 

About  two  hours  after  the  earthquake, 
as  fome  cguntrymen  were  working  be- 

tWCCU 
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tween  CainalJoli  and  Tre  Cafe,  about 
four  miles  diftant  from  the*  top  of  the 
mountain,  they  faw  the  ground  begin 
to  crack  for  fome  yards  round  about 

**  them,  raifing  itfelf  up  like  any  thing 
that  boils.    A  quantity  of  fmoke  pro- 

**  cceded  from  the  different  fiflurcs.  The 
labourers,  feized  with  aflonifhment,  fnat- 

*^  ched  up  their  cloaths  and  working  in- 
ilruments,  and  began  to  run,  without 
faj^ing  a  word  to  each  other,  from  off 
the  agitated  ground.  Eut  upon  licarlng 
a  great  noife  they  looked  back,  and  ra\V 
all  the  water  that  was  in  a  ciilern  tolled 
up  into  the  air,  and  Java  bubbling  out. 
from  the. place.  Four  other  (imilar  holes 
opened  in  the  ground  with  lava  likewife 

**  boiling  out  from  them.  Stones  were 
thrown  up  in  the  air  from  the  apertures, 
with  a  report  like  bombs.  All  at  once 
the  iava  began  to  run  and  coiuiiiue  its 
courfe  till  it  came  to  the   high  road, 

"  "This  it  paflcJ  as  fwift  as  lightuu]g. 

M  m  4  It 
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It  advaaccJ  all  that  alglit,  aud  all  the 
<^  following  day,   24th  December.    In  its 
**  paflhge  it  fpoiled  every  thing  it  ran  over, 
^*  and  deftroyed  all  the  houfes  and  fiimi* 
ture.    Mujch  of  the  latter  luight  have 
been  faved,  but  for  the  idlenefs  and  ftupi- 
dity  of  its  mafters.    One  kclug  the  lira 
approach  his  houfe,  in  a  great  paflion 
faid,     the  lava  had  better  take  the  key,** 
and  threw  it  in  ^t  the  window.  Signer 
^*  Mafferaiitc  had  dedicated  a  chapel  to  St. 

Januarius,  which  he  had  richly  oriiamciit^ 
^*  ed,  but  told  the  fajnt  to  fave  the  orna^ 
mentSy  if  he  had  a  mind  to  have  them« 

to 

♦*  The  mountain  ftill  continued  roaring  and 
calling  out  clouds  of  fmoke  of  a  blueifh 

^*  colour,  and  Imall  Hones,  that  were  found 
in  heaps  all  round  about,  and  even  upon 
the  fea^flipre. 

^*  The  25th  the  mountain  made  a  con-r 

tlnual  nolle  like  a  battery  of  cannon,  and 
^*  lav^  continued  to.  run  out  of  the  aper-r 

turcsi 
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I 

tares.     It  extended  itielt^  aud  feemed 

«  ready  to  run  oti  towards  the  lea,  from 
which  it  was  not  then  very  far  diftant. 

**  The  ftream  was  fix  huiidreJ  paces  in 
breadth V  and  about  fifty  palms  high.  It 
was  this  day  that  the  people  began  to 
carry  to  the  fea^fide  fome  of  their  goods^ 
in  order'  to  fave  them.  They  had  tim^ 
enough  now  to  do  it,  for  the  lava  did  not 

**  advaiicc  with  fuch  velocity  as  it  had  done, 
and  rather  extended  itfelf  in  breadth  thai^ 

•*  length.  When  it  came  to  a  tree  we  faw 
it  immediately  turn  yejlow,  till  burnt  up 

^'  from  the  roots,  it  was  borne  away  flam<- 

*^  ing  upon  the  fiery  niafs.  The  foldiers 
carried  oiF  foaie  powder  from  the  Torre 

*^  deir  Annunziata,  as  the  lava  feemed  to 

**  be  turning  that  way. 

The  26th  clouds  of  aflies  came  from 
the  top  of  the  mountaiii,  and  the  live 
^*  new  mouths  at  the  bottom.    All  diver- 
fions  wcr?  ftopt  at  Naples,  ^nd  fupplica- 

1  tiona 
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tions  made  for  the  divine  aid  tlirougii  the 
interpofition  of  St  Jantiarius*  In  the  even- 
ing  only  two  of  the  five  new  apertures 
threw  out  lava.   Two  hours  after  fun*  let 

however^  a  little  earthquake  made  us 
imagine  there  had  been  (bme  new  open- 


€€ 


The  27  th  we  found  that  the  fliock  we 
felt  the  eveuiDg  before  was  owing  to  the 
**  falling  in  of  one  of  the  two  apeituieS 
that  had  continued  to  difcbarge  lava  the 
day  before.  The  other  three  had  done  lb 
before,  but  with  lefs  efte^t.  This  even« 
ing  a  great  number  of  people  would  not 
**  go  to  bed,  as  expedbing  another  earths 
quake,  and  flept  out  la  the  open  air^ 


**  The  aSth  the  noife  decreafed  confider- 
^*  ably,  and  from  the  only  new  aperture  re- 

maining,  notliiug  but  flames  of  fire  came 
out.    The  lava  extended  itfelf  ilill  more 
**  flowly,  and  began  togrow  cool.  It  loft  too  its 

bright 
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^  bright  glowiiig  colour,  and  put  on  a  more 
rufty  hue,  like  coals  that  were  extiuguiih^ 
ing.  You  might  now  too  without  much 
danger  approach  the  mouth  of  the  aper- 
ture,  a$  it  did  not  fling  out  flones  oraihes^ 
which  had  obliged  people  to  keep  at  a 

^-  diftance.  The  httle  hill  which  had  rifen 
up,  and  on  the  top  of  which  vva^  the  new 
aperture,  might  be,  as  near  as  could  be 
judged  by  fight,  about  two  hundred  palms 

^*  highf  and  the  furface  it  covered  about 
two  tiundred  pages  diameter.  The  motion 

"  of  the  lava  ftill  decreafed,  extending  itlclf 

^*  rather  on  each  Uje  than  going  on,  Thq 
mountain,  however,  continued  to  throw 

^*  out  clouds  of  fmoke  and  afhes,  which  made 
usjudg^e  that  its  entrails  were  Itill  in  agi-* 
tation, 

*^  The  29th  the  lava  ftopped  entirely,  and 
the  aperture  threw  out  nothing  but  a  fort 
of  thick  vapour,  and  from  time  to  time 
a  Ar^ak  of  flame*   After  dinner  I  went  to 

meafur^ 
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meaiure  the  heighth  and  breadth  of  the 
lava*  It  fioKhed  iu  a  kind  of  fork  with 
one  prong  longer  than  the  other.  Wc 
meafured  the  diftance  of  the  fliorteft  puiiit 
from  the  fea,  and  found  it  was  juft  a 

^  hundred  and  iixty  paces.  We  then  mea- 
fured  its  breadth,  and  by  our  unexact  way 

^*  of  calculation,  wc  computed  it  to  be 
abput  a  mile,  including  the  ground  in  the 
middle  between  the  prongs  of  tjie  fork, 
which  Indeed  was  but  little.    The  length 

^<  we  imagined  was  about  four  miles,  how- 
ever  we  only  meafured  it  with  our  eye. 
It  did  not  run  on  in  a  ftreight  line,  but 
made  a  fort  of  C  or  half  moon,  towards 
the  Torre  dclV  Aiiiiunziata.  The  muuntaia 
ftill  continued  to  caft  out  a  thick  vapour 
mixt  with  a(hes  and  fometimes  ftones. 
About  two  hours  and  a  half  after  fun-fet, 
a  fecond  great  noiic  was  heard,  and  people 
thought  there  had  been  iome  new  eruption, 

*'  or  that  it  proceeded  from  the  t;op  of  the 

M  mquntain« 

"  The 
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**  The  30th,  wc  found  out  that  the  iioife 
had  iflued  from  the  laft  of  the  little  hills, 
whence  the  lava  had  proceeded,  falling  in^ 
The  mountain  continued  fending  forth 
vapoui;s  and  aihes  as  ufual. 


Dt^ccmber  3 lit,  with  the  end  of  the 
year  the  eruption  entirely  ended,  and  every 
^'  thing  was  quiet.   The  lava  did  not  fmc^e 
any  more,  and  there  remained  but  little 
Are  in  it*    lu  the  night  continual  flames 
**  were  feeii  to  iflue  from  the  top  of  the 
mountain.    In  the  day  time  too,  it  threw 
out  a  quantity  of  afhes,  and  fent  forth 
moft  dark  vapours^  which  made  us  afraid, 
as  the  new  apertures  were  clofed,  that  the 
^*  mountain  itfeif  would  begin,  but  nothing 
more  happened  very  material.'* 


Rome,  4  o'clock  afternoon, 
Wednefda 4th  Feb* 

This  is  Afh  wednefday  and  Lent  has  re- 
duced us  again  to  gravity  and  black,  which 

■ 

latter 
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latter  we  Englifti  have  re-affumed  for  the 
late  king,  tho'  taken  off  during  tlic  feftivals. 
'  Adieu  to  all  comedies^  adieu  to  the  operas, 
adieu  to  malking  and  every  thing*  But 
they  paid  it  oif  yeilerday^  and  the  town  ap- 
peared  feized  with  a  univerfal  delirium.  The 
fervants  rode  in  coaches,  while  tlicir  niafters 
walked  on  foot,  the  women  drefled  as  men 
and  the  men  as  women,  while  themalk  con« 
founded  every  diftindion  of  rank  or  fex.  At 
the  end  of  every  thing,  vail  nieai  f uppers  were 
prepared,  to  which  the  various  revellers  re- 
tired* I  lay  a  ftrefs  upon  the  word  meat^  at 
after  twelve  o'clock  founded  laft  night,, 
meagre  muft  be  their  general  fare  till  Eaftec 
day.  I  was  at  one  of  their  tables,  and 
never  did  I  fee  people  eat  fo  in  my  life,  while 
towards  midnight  the  beggars  were  howling 
in  the  ftreets  for  the  remains,  which  other* 
wife  xnuit  be  given  to  the  dogs.  The  Ro* 
man  ladies  have  all  fome  complaint  to  day, 
the  reiiduc   of  their    deceafcd  diverfions. 

And 
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An4  yet  the  pope  permits  110  dancing,  from 
which  he  has  an  averlion.  Popes  have  their 
whims  as  well  as  other  people.  The  late 
pope  (Lambertini)  took  it  into  his  head  not 
to  allow  any  wind  inftrumentSt  fuch  a$ 
flutes,  hautboys,  &c.  in  churches,  by  which 
he  fpoilt  thole  charming  concerts  we  now 
hav  e  in  almoft  all  places  of  public  worfliip.  I 
fliall  not  enter  mto  a  controveriy  about  the 
propriety  of  them,  but  they  are  very  agree- 
able. 
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RoiBC)  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^ 
Snndayi  Febniaiy  8,  X76i« 

X  H  E  day  after  tomorrow  I  fet  out 

for  Veletri  on  my  route  to  Naples.  On 

Thurfday  a  book  was  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
the  pubhc  hangman*  I  can  get  you  nothing 
more  about  it  than  the  edid:,  which  oidcred 
its  execution.   It  is  as  follows. 

* 

Edia. 

Whereas,  fome  days  pafled  a  fcandalous 
"  paiuphlct  lias  been  fpread  about  this  paci- 
fic  city  of  Rome,  entitled  a  demonftra- 
tion  of  the  obfequious  and  refpeflful  be- 
baviour  obferved  by  the  mlnifters  of  his 
holinefs  towards  the  facred  peribn  and 
minifters  of  his  moft  faithful  majefty ; 
**  being  a  fmcere  account  of  what  prcLcdcd 

"and 
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and  accompanied  the  expulfion  of  CardU 
aal  Accajuolit  apoilolical  nuncio  from 
Portugal,  and  the  departure  of  the  Com- 
mendator  d'Almada,  the  Portuguefc  mi* 
nifter  from  Rome.  Venice,  printed  by 
Antonio  Zatta,  anno  1760,  and  where*- 
in  the  principal  mini£lers  of  the  holy  fee» 
as  well  in  Rome  as  other  foreign  courts^ 
have  bccii  attacked  with  unheard-of  ef- 
frontery,  and  the  blackeft  calumnies,  *and 
ill  the  moft  eflential  points*   The  holi* 

^'  ncfs  of  our  fovereign  the  pope  has  or- 
dered  us  to  declare,  and  in  effect  we  do 

^*  declare,  that  the  beforementioned  book  is 
not  only  full  of  lies  and  calumnies,  but 
alfo  oftenfive  and  injurious  to  the  majefty 

^*  of  the  prince,  aud  tlierefore,  to  be  burnt 
publicly  by  the  hands  of  the  miniftcr  of 
juftice.    Wq  order,  therefore,  tliat  iu  cxe- 

^*  cutlon  of  the  pontifical  commands,  on  this 

**  morning  of  the  fifth  of  February,  1761, 
the  aforefaid  book  be  burnt  by  the  hands 
Vol.  II.  N  n      -  Qf 
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•      of  the  common  hangman,  in  the  (quare 
ofthcGampo  diFiore.  We  exprefsly  pro- 
hibit  alfo  its  being  fold,  lent,  or  retained, 
"  commanding  whoever  has  it,  whatever 
ftate  or  degree  he  may  be  of,  to  briiig  the 
^*  fame  to  the  tribunal  of  this  our  govern- 
"  meat  within  the  fpacc  of  three  days,  and 
"  to  confign  it  into  the  hands  of  the  prm- 
"  cipal  notary,  underWrTitten,  under  pain  of 
*•  the  pnniftments  prefcribed  in  the  general 
**  bans  againft  the  authors  and  diftributors 
"  of  infamous  and  malicious  libels, 

•*  Let  every  perfon,  therefore,  take  heed 
to  obey  fpcedlly  what  is  here  above  com- 
f*  manded,  for  we  (hall  proceed  irremiflably 
'f  againft  tranfgrelibrs  to  the  above  penalties; 

and  this  edia  is  to  be  publicly  affixed  ia 
f*  the  ufual  places  about  Rome,  and  fnall 
"  oblige  every  iiiui  Muual  the  fame  as  if  he 
f*  had  been  perfonally  informed  of  thefc 
,  **  orders. 
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**  orders.  Given  in  Rome  at  the  governor's 
**  palace,  this  fifth  of  February,  1761, 

C.  Caprara,  governor  and  vice- 
^*  chamberlain. 

**  Beruardiuu  Roiietti,  notary. 

This  is  the  way  they  do  in  Rome  when 
ihey  do  not  like  books,  and  woe  betide  the 
man  who  prints  them  if  he  is  found  out. 
I  think  I  told  you  Pagiiarini,  my  bookfeller, 
was  put  in  prifon  a  little  time  ago  for  print- 
ing fomething  of  this  nature.-  He  is  not 
got  out  yet,  and  I  believe  he  will  fufFer  ftill 
further  before  he  obtains  his  freedom.  ^ 

*rhe  expuliioa  of  the  nuncio  from  Lifbon 
has  made  mUch  noife  here,  but  I  can  not, 
get  an  authentic  account  of  it.  The  Portu- 
guefe  minifier  was,  likewife,  ordered  by  his 

*  This  man  was,  at  laft,  freed,  and  went  to  Portugal, 
where  he  enjoys  fome  lucrative  charge  under  his  moft 

faitJiful  majefty. 

» 

N  n  2  own 
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own  court  to  retire,  as  well  as  all  the  Portu-« 
guefe  fubje^ts  in  the  pope's  dominions. 

♦ 

Four  oVlock  in  the  afternoon,  Monday, 
February  9,  I76f»  Rome. 

1  have  juft  had  a  vifit  from  a  gentleman, 
.  who  tells  me  there  is  a  ftiip  arrived  at  Civita 
Vecchia,  with  eighty  Portuguefe  Jefuits  on 
board  her  from  the  Brazils4  I  have  not 
ieen  any  of  that  order  already  come  here 
from  Portugal.  Part  of  them  are  divided 
in  convents  in  Rome,  and  part  at  Frafcati^ 
a  little  country  place  about  twelve  miles 
from  hence^  where  a  number  of  the  nobility's 
country  feats  are  fituated.  There  is  now 
an  entire  rupture  between  the  courts  of 
Rome  and  PortugaL  The  king  of  Portugal's 
order  for  his  fubjedts  to  retire  out  of  the 
pope's  dominions  cauies  much  confuiion 
among  fome  wealthy  prelates  of  that  nation 
fettled  here.  But  this  command,  as  you 
may  imagme,  has  only  force  upon  thole 

who 
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tvko  have  eftates  or  pofleflions  in  Portugal. 
One  advantage  of  being  poor  is,  that  no 
prince  can  command  you  longer  than  while 
vou  remain  in  his  territories.    We  can  not 

ft 

yet  divine  how  thefe  alFairs  will  end. 
Some  Romans  are  pleafed  with  the  Jefuits 
having  been  received,  others  not.  They  all 
agree  that  they  are  the  ugUeft  people  they  * 
ever  faw  ill  thur  lives,  and  I  can  imagine 
perfbns  who  have  fpent  their  life  in  the 
burning  deferts  of  South  America  may  not 
be  very  handfome* 

Tomorrow  I  leave  this  city  tbr  Naples, 
but  laall  ilop  a  little  at  Vcletri  and  Capua 
in  my  way. 
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